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NAVAL HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



BRITISH 4ND FRENCH FLEETS. 

In the number of line-of-battle cruisers, the abstract of the Bri* 
tish navy for this year agrees precisely with that of the last; but, 

in commissioned ships of the line, the former shows a trifling 
superiority.* There is also, in tlie whole number of vessels, an 
increase of 51 ; but the total of commissioned cruisers, the best 
criterion of improvement, is not proportionably afFected. The 
number of ships and vessels, the result of captures from the 
Prench, Dutch, and Spaniards, appears constderable,t On the 
other hand, the loss sustained by the British navy during the year 
1796, and which, with the exception of one vessel, and that of 
A very small class, captured, and three accidentally burnt, hap* 
pened through bad weather, far exceeds the loss of any similar 
period since that memorable year for hurricanes, 1780. The loss 
of life too, as will appear by tlic proper list, J was afflictingly 
severe. Amon^ the accjuircd line-of-battle ships, are four that 
were purchase^ while building, of the East India company ; and 
the wnole of the seven new frigates, two of which averaged 1000 
ions each, were built of fir. 

By an admiralty order, dated on the 20th of Junr, 1 796, the 
complements of the diflcrcnt classes of frigates in the British 
navy were fixed on a new scale as follows : 

Men and boys. 
t * 1 

in Abstracts. Cstabl. Net.J 

Zand A fiS cun-frifmte 284 281 

B&ndC3G „ 18-ptir 264 2lil 

D „ „ 12-pdr. 840 S87 

i';andii'd2 ^ IB-pdr 254 251 

G „ „ 12-pdr. lai^ 240 2^7 

R „ „ „ smsU 815 818 

/ 28 » 195 198 

JC 84 „ 155 15d 

• See Appendix, Annual Abeteaet No. & 

+ See Appendix, Nos, 1, 2,8, 
I See Appendix, No. 4. 
§ Deducting the widows' men. 
▼OL. II* B 
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2 BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS. 1796, 

The number of conmussioned officers and masters^ belonging 
to the Britii'h navy at tbe commencement of the year, was 
Admirals • • • . . 24 

Vice-admirals • • • . • 38 
Kcar-admirals .... 35 

„ superannuated 27 

Post-captains • • • • 483 

... 23 
G>mmanderSy or sloop-captains . 282 
Lieutenants • • . • 2038 

superannuated 26 

"Masters 4.51 

and the number of seamen and marines^ voted for the service of 
the year, was 120,000 * 

As soon as the royalists in La Vendee were subdued^ and Spain 
was on the eve of biecoming an ally in the war, France bent her 
serious thoughts upon the invasion of Eneland; in which attempt 
she was to be assisted by the fleets of Holland and Spain. A 
close intimacy subsisted between Vice-admiral Truguet, the 
French minister of marine, and General Hochc, who was to com- 
mand the army destined to be employed in the expedition ; and, 
as is not invariably the case in combined operations, both the 
admiral and the general entered alike heartily into the cause, and 
concurred iii all Uie principal details of the gigantic plan which 
their united labours nad prepared. 

Before, however, the plan was finally settled, a secret com- 
mittoe was summoned to meet at the house of the Director Cai*» 
not. Here it was discovered, that the state of the treasury would 
not admit of the plan's being adopted to its full extent. It was 
tlierefore resolved to confine the expedition, " for the present," to 
a descent upon Ireland ; a country whose disaffected mhabitants 
would, it was known, greet the invaders with joy, and yet whose 
capture by France would be inflicting a blow upon England, of 
which she might never recover. 

In the summer of 1796 two agents, from the secret Executive 
Directory of the Society of United Irishmen, repaired to Paris, 
and held several conferences with the members of the French 
Directory ; from w horn the former received renewed assurances 
of the most prompt succour in men, arms, and munitions of war. 
The republican government ofiered to send 25,000 men ; but the 
Irish directory expressed themselves satisfied with 16,000. As 
soon as matters were nearly ripe. Lord EdWaid Fitsgerald and 
Mr. Arthur O'Connor feigned a journey to Germany, and, having 
traversed that country, had an mterview, by appomtment, with 
General Iloche, at Bale in Switzerland. Here the traitors and 
the Im cnch general finally arranged their plan of proceedings. 
According to Vice-admiral TrugueCs plan, the Brest fleet was 

* See Appendix, No. A. 
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to have a double de&tination. The 15 two-deckers, of which 
with the Oo^an (Kite Peuple) and Infineilile fbraeHkckers, and 
two othera repairing in the harboar, it was then composed, were 

£nt to escort to the coast of Ireland a strong division of Hoche's 
troops, distributed on board the fleet, consisting, besides those 
16 line-of-battle ships, of 12 frigates and several transports. 

The debarkation ed'ected, Vice-adniiral Villaret Joyeuse, to 
whom the naval command of tlie expedition had been intrusted, 
was to detach himself, without loss of time, with the eight best 
sailing line-of-battle ships of the fleet, and hasten to the Isles of 
France and Bonrbon. There he was to embark the bkck troops, 
which the agents of the Directory, who had gone oat in Rear- 
idmiral Sercey's frigate-squadron, had, after enfranchising all the 
slaves in the colony, been directed to organize. These troops 
Admiral Villaret was to carry to the succour of Tippoo-Saib ; 
and, having landed the men, was to co-operate with llear-aduii- 
ral Sercey in doing all possible mischief to the British factories 
and commerce on the coasts of Malabar and Coromandel. After 
this M. Villaret and his eight sail of the line and five or sik fri* 
gates would probably pass to the aid of the Dutch, who had 
already paid over to the hands of the French minister of marine 
the smn of 1,200,000 francs, as the estimated cost of eqjuipping 
the squadron which France had promised should, in conjunction 
with a Dutch squadron, attempt the recapture of their late east- 
ern possessions. 

The seven sail of the line expected at Brest under Richery, 
and the five which M. Villeneiive was bringing from Toulon, 
would amply replace the eight carried oiT by Al. Villaret, and 
were to transport to Ireland the remainder of the troops attached 
to the expedition. As, however, M. Villaret saw nothing but 
India, and General lloche nothing but Ireland, there was a want 
of harmony between the two chiefs; and Hochc, as possessing 
the greatest interest with the government, got M. Villaret re- 
moved from the naval command, and Vice-admiral Morard-de- 
Galles appointed in his stead. 

It was the intention of M . Truguet, that the expedition should 
leave Brest before the end of October, or the beginning of No- 
vember at the latest; but General Hoche, being desirous to trans- 
port the whole of his troops in one trip, preferred waiting the 
arrival of the two daily-expected squadrons. 

On the 5th of November M. Richery, having gained intelli- 
gence that a British squadron, wliose force, if he had been 
informed of it, he would have found to consist of only seven sail 
of the line (one a three-decker) and two frieates, was cruising 
about 90 miles to the south-west of Belle^Isle, considered it too 
hazardous to attempt entering Brest : he therefore, with his seven 
two-deckers and three frigates, put into RocheforL Here the 
French admiral remained until information reached him, that Sir 
Hoger Curtis had fetamed into port with his squadron. Thus 

b2 
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left at liberty to proceed, M. Richeryi on tbe 8th of December, 

got under way with Bve of the best conditioned of his line-of- 
Bw> bjttle ships and his three frigates; and, on the morning of the 
llth, passing barely in sight of Sir John Colpoys's fleet, and 
chasing away his frigates siationed ofi the mouth of the harbour, 
the French admiral anchored in Brest. 

Two only of M. Richery's five ships, the Pegase (late Bar- 
ras) and Revolution, were in a state soon to put to sea again : 
and these were ordered to be refitted, and have their troops 
(600 each) and stores embarked within 24 hours, it being the 
determination of General Uocbe not to wait any longer for the 
arrival of M. Villeneuve. 

The chief point of debarkation was to be Bantry bay ; in 
which three different anchorages were chosen, to be used accord- 
inor to the state of the weather. If the wind blew from the 
eastward, w hich was out of the bay, the fleet was to anchor in 
Bear haven, situated between Great-Bear ishmd and the main. 
If the wind blew from the westward, the fleet was to descend 
tlie bay to its bottom, and anchor, one division between the 
eastern extent of Whiddy island and the main, and the other 
directly athwart the entrance of Glengary harbour. If, in 
addition to a favourable wind, the weather should be moderate, 
the whole tieet was to anchor at the entrance of the river Cum- 
bola. Should any unforeseen circumstances prevent the licet 
from entering Bantry bay, it was to proceed to the mouth of the 
d?er Shannon, and there effect the oebarkation. Every captain 
in the fleet was provided w ith a large chart of the intended 
scene of operations, on which the difl'erent anchorages, as well 
in Bantry bay as at tlic mouth of the Shannon, were clearly 
marked out. In short, every ])n caution had been taken, by the 
able officer who then presided over the French marine, to pre- 
vent any failure in the naval part of the expedition. 

On the 15th of December, the day on which the P6gase and 
Revolution were to have been ready, the fleet got under way 
from the road of Brest, and anchored in front of the goulet, 
between Caraarct and Bertheaume bays. Here Vice-admiral 
Morard-de-Galles awaited the arrival of two ships; and, while 
he is dnin'j; so, we will give a description of the whole of the 
force placed under his command. It consisted of the 
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IndomptaMe 

Droita-de-l'Uomme 
Constitiition 



74^ 



Pognsc...««. 

Nestor 

^ Revolution , 



Vice-admiral Morard-do-Galles. 
Commodore Jacques BedouU 
ReaMubniral Fraticois-Josepli BouveC 

Commodore Jeati Rainiond La Cro8M* 
Rear-admiral Joseph Marie Nielly. 
Commodore Louis L'Heritier. 
ReoMdnriFfJ — — > Rieheiy. 

Captain Clement Laronier. 
.Commodore Chas.-Al< x.-L('oii Dnrnnd-Linoi'?. 

r.-Kenc-M.-Lu D umttaoir-le-relley. 
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'Fougueux Commodore EspriuTraaquille Maistral. 

Trajan..............«..M.M „ * JuHen Le Bav. 

Mucius „ Pierre- Maul. Jul. Qaennga]. 

Tourville Captain Jcan-Baptiste Henry. 

Pluton „ Jean-Marie Lcbrun. 

74-^ Eolc „ Joeeph-Pierre-Andrc Mialin. 

Wattigny Heori-Alcicandre Th^TenanL 

Cassard „ — — Dufajr. 

Redoutable „ • Monoousu. 

Patriote. n • • • Fivrguei 

.Stduisant „ Dufossey. 

S\rigate$y Sccvola (rase). Impatientc, Romaine, Immortalite, Tortiie, Bel- 
lone, Bravoure, Ciiurcute, Cocarde, Fraternito, Rc'solue, Sireuc, aud Sur- 
vdllante. 

Srig-corveUett Affh>ntear, Atalanti^ Mutinc^ Renard, Vautoiir» and V<dti- 
geur. 

Thnuportit Nicodeme, Fille»Unique, Ville-de-Lorient, Suffren, Justine, Alle> 

gro. Experiment ; and 
Powder-^omel Fiddle, a frigate anned en flAte. 

So that the expedition was composed of 17 ships of the line, 

13 frigates, six corvettes, seven transports, and a powder-ship, 
in all 44 sail of vessels. On board of each line-of-battie ship 
were 600 troops. The Sccvola carried 400 ; cacli of the fVicrates 
250; the six corvettes 30U between them; three of the trans- 
ports 450 each ; three others 300 each, aud one (a horse trans- 
port) 60; making a total of 10,200 men, that is, rank and hie, 
or, including officers of all lanks, at least 18,000. Bat some of 
the English accounts represent the number at 20,000, and 
others as high as 26,000. In addition to the troops, which 
consisted of both cavalry and infantr}^, the fleet carried a quan- 
tity of field-artillery, besides ammunition and stores of every 
description. The commander-in-chief of the land forces, as 
already mentioned, \v;is General Iloche, having under him, 
amons other general oihcers of note^ Generals Grouchy, Bonn, 
and Humbert. 

On the 16tb, in the forenoon, just as the P^gase and Revolu- 
tion were descried coming through the goulet» the French 
fleet at anchor in Camaret bay began getting under way, with 
the wind from the eastward, and consequently as fair as it could 
blow. At 4 p.m., which at this season of the year is nearly 
dark, all the ships were under sail, and steerinjj; for tlie passage 
du Raz, the route w hich had been selected by M. Morard-de- 
Galles, in spite of the dangers it presented, the better to conceal 
his moTem^ts from the British admtml cruising off Ushant; 
and whose fleet had that morning been counted from the look- 
outs at 30 sail great and small ; so the French accounts state, 
but the munber appears to have been greatly ovenated. 

Contrar}', as it would appear, to the directions of the minister 
of marine, all the French admirals, except Richery, embarked 
on board frijrates: the two commanders-in-chief were in the 
Fratemite; Rear-admiral Bouvct, with the second in command 
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of the troops, in the Immortalite ; and Rear-admiral Nielly in 

the R^solue. Finding the darkness coniinp; rapidly on and the 
wind growing variable, M. Morard-de-Galles resolved not to 

attempt the passage dii Raz, and accordingly signalled his fleet 
to steer for the passage d'Iroisc, or that directly in front of the 
port. Owing to the darkness, few of the sliips saw the signal, 
or the alteration which the Fi-aternite, the better to mark the 
admiral's intention, had made in her course. The consequence 
was, that the greater part of the fleet entered th^Siarrow passage 
da Raz ; while the remainder followed the admiial through the 
wide opening of Tlroise, hoping to rejoin their companiooa soon 
after rounding the Saintes. 

Several circumstances, besides the darkness and the partial 
change in the course, conspired to disorganize the fleet at its 
departure from port ; a fleet of ships, by tlie composition of their 
crews and the lumbered state of their decks, ill prepared at best 
to encoimter difficulties of any kind. Besides the guns fired and 
lights shown hy the Fraternity, to denote the Sbange in her 
course, the corvette Atalante was directed to stand into the 
middle of the fleet, and there fire guns to enforce the signal of 
the commander-in-chief. While this was doing, guns were 
heard, and rockets and bine lights seen, in various directions. 
Part of the guns ])r()cecded from the Sediiisant 74, which had 
struck on the Grund-Stevenet rock, near the entrance of the pas- 
sage du Raz ; and which ship in the course of the night, was 
entirely lost, with her captain, seTeral other officers, and ahoat 
680 out of her 1300 in crew and passengers. Other guns, widi 
some rockets, proceeded from a British frigate, and contributed 
in no small degree, to add to the confusion which prevailed in 
the French fleet. 

This was tlie 44-gun frigate Indefatigable, Captain Sir 
Edward Pellcw ; who, having under his orders the 38-gun 
frigate Revolutionuaire, Captain Francis Cole, 36-gun frigates 
Amazon and Phcehe, Captains Robert Carthew Reynolds and 
Robert Barlow, and hired armed lugger Duke-of-York, com- 
manded by INIr. Benjamin Sparrow, hn^ been directed to watdi 
the Brest fleet, and communicate every movement to Vice- 
admiral Colpoys, at his rendezvous about eight leagues to the 
westward of Ushiint. On the llth, when Sir Edward descried, 
as already related, the squadron of M. Ricliery entering the 
road, he despatched the Amazon to England and the Phoebe to 
the admiral. On the 15th, at 3 h. 30 m. p. m., although he had 
been chased several times by a line-of-battle ship and five 
frigates stationed in Bertheaume bay, Sir Edward was close 
enough in to discover the French fleet coming throng tho 
gonlet, and immediately sent the Phoebe, who had since rejoined^ 
to Vice-v.dmiral Colpoys. 

On the IfUh, at daylight, having stood oil" and on during the 
night, the Indefatigable and llevolutionaaire made sail on a 
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mnd towttids Breit; and at iiood» whan Sainfr-Matluas DoinC 
bore from the IndefiiAigable east by north and tlsliant nortn by 
east, the two frigates again got a sight of the French fleet, which 
had now anchored between Camaret and Bertheaurae bays. At 
3 h. 30 m P.M., on seeing tlie fleet get under way, Sir Edward 
despatched the Rcvolutionnaire to the admiral, and, with the 
Indefatigable alone, continued at his post, havine, at 4 h. 16 m. 
V. the Bee du Ras bearing south by east naif-east. Tbe 
Indefiitigable now managed to \eep jaat abead of the French 
fleet on its way out, and was Bomettmes withip half-gon abot 
only of tbe leading ship. At 7 p. m. she began firing guns and 
sending up rockets ; at 7 h. 30 in. hove to, and at 8 h. 30 m., 
having observed several of the French ships haul close round 
the Saintes, filled and made all sail to the north- wast. 

On losin<^ sight of the enemy a few minutes afterwards, the 
Indefatigable fired half and quarter minute guns, burnt blue 
lights, and boisted a ligbt at each maatbead. At midnigbt 
a£e bankd by the wind to the southward ; and, at 6 h. 30 m* 
A. M. on the 17th, Sir Edward sent tbe lugger with despatches 
to Falmouth, and shortly afterwards proceeded thither himself. 
The Brest fleet and its memorable proceedings on this occasion 
now claim our exclusive attention. 

On the 17th, at daybreak. Rear-admiral Bouvet, having 
cleared the passage du liaz, found himself in cuiupauy with 
only nine lau of tbe line, six frigates, indadioc bis own, and 
<Mie traoaport He tberefbie opeMd bis deafMtcbeSy as directed 
in the caae of separation, and by them learnt, that he was to 
make Mizen Head on the coast of Ireland, and cruise off there 
during five days, when a frigate would join him with fresh 
instructions. Makins sail, about noon, with this destination iu 
view, the rcar-achniral did not proceed straii^lit to Cape Clear, 
lest he should encounter tlic British flest, but steered to the 
westward, and continued sailing in that direction until daylight 
^<Mi the 19tb, when be altered bis conrae to north. Shortly af&r* 
waida bia advanced frigate signalled 16 vessels; which proved 
to be part of the expedition, and at noon joined company. Rear- 
admiral Bouvet now had under his command 15 sail of the line, 
10 frigates including tlie Sct-vola, throe corvettes, and five 
transports. The niissmg Une-of-battlc ship was the Nestor, and 
the missing frigates, the Fraternite, Cocarde, and llomaine. 

On the 20th the weather was extremely fogg^. On tbe 21sty 
at 7 b. 30 m. A. m,, the advanced frigates giuned a siffbt of 
Bursey island, and Portly afUrwards of Mizen Head. Having 
arrived off the entrance of Bantry bay, the rear^dmiral made 
the signal to prepare to anchor, ^y this time several pilot- 
boats, mistaking the fleet for Biitish, had <j;nt among the lead- 
ing frigates, and were detained by the orders of the admiral, who 
thus found himself provided witli pilots for almost every ship in 
^is fleet. M. Bouvet now learnt that, for three days, no ihip 
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had appeared off the coast, and that the only force at anchor m 
Cork harbour consisted of six frigates. 

During the whole of the 2lBt, and a part of the 22d, the 0eet 
beat against a fresh easterly wind, and made very little way. 
Finding this to be the case, the rear-admiral, at 4 P. m., anchored 
bis frigate a little to windward of the eastern extremity of Great- 
Bear island, and was soon joined by eight ships of the hne, a 
second frigate, four corvettes, and one transport. The remain- 
der of the ships, their captains having been signalled to act 
according to their own discretion, kept under way, and at day- 
light on tiic 23d were not to be seen by the ships at anchor. 

Dorine the wfaole of this day and night it blew hard from the 
eastwaro, and there was a heavy sea in the bay ; but on the next 
day, the 24th, the wind moderated, not sufficiently, however, in 
iear*dniiml I3ouvet*s opinion, for the ships to weigh : they there- 
fore continued at their anchors. A council of war, held this day 
on board the Immortalite, decided that the GOOO troops on board 
the ships present should be disembarked ; and General Grouchy, 
now the conmianding officer of the land-forces, made a formal 
requisition to that e&ct to Rear-admiral Bouvet 

Although he had received no instruction on that head, to guide 
him in case of separation, the rear-admiral immediately de- 
spatched a corrette to reconnoitre the coast; and, on learning 
that tlicre was a creek near at hand, where several boats might 
land together, he got under way with his ships. This was at 4 
p. M., and consequently too late to effect much at this season of 
the year. Moreover the wind and sea began to get up, and 
the pilots pronounced that a storm was brewing. The shins 
thereupon reanchored ; and at night the gale came on so violently 
Irom tne eastward, that the frigates pitched forecastle under. 

On the 25th the ^e increased. Several of the line-of-battle 
ships drove from their anchors and stood out to sea. One of them, 
the Indomptable, ran foul of the Rcsolue, and carried away all 
the frigate's masts. In the evening the Immortality, having 
parted one cable, was obliged to cut the other, to save herself 
from going on shore. On clearing the bay, the frigate could do 
nothing but scud, and continued, for three days, running before 
the wind. 

On the 29th the wind moderated, and became fair for return- 
ing to Bantry bay, from which the Immortalite then bore south- 
west distant about 20 leagues. Apprehensive, however, that he 
should find none of his ships there, and having only a few days* 
provisions on board, Rear-admiral Bouvet steered for Brest, and 
on tiie 1st of January at 1 a. m. entered the road ; where he was 
joined the same day by the Indomptable 80, and the Fongueur, 
Mucins, Bedoutable, and Patriote 74s. ' 

We have already mentioned that, on the 20th of December^ 
the Nestor 74| and Fraternite, Romaine, and Cocaide frigates 
were sailing m company. At this time, as appears by their 
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journals, they were very near to tlie division of Rear-admiral 
Bouvet ; but each admiral was concealed from the otlicr's view 
by the thick fog that prevailed. The violent wind, which dis- 
persed that fog, separated those four ships in spite of all their 
endeaToan to keep together ; and on we next day, the 2\9t, 
when nearly in sieht ofthe coast of Ireland, the Fraternity found 
hersdf almost under the guns of an English frigate (described as 
** un vaisseau na^"), which she al first took for the Romaine. 
As soon as the mistake was discovered, the Fraternite made all 
sail, closely pursued by the frigate ; and from whom her escape 
appeared doubtful, until darkness enabled her to alter her course. 

This chase had carried the Frateruite to a ^at distance from 
the Irish coast ; and, now that the admiral wished to return, the 
wind blew yiolentlv from the eastward. After beating about 
until the morning or the 29th, the Fraternity obtained a shift of 
wind in her favour, and stood towards Bantry bay* In her way 
thither, the frigate met the Revolution, in company with the 
Sc^vola ras6 ; wliose crew and passengers the 74 wasoccnpied in / 
removing, to save them from perishing in the vessel, which, un- 
able from age and weakness to withstand the violence of the gale, 
was then in a sinking state. The two mortified commanders-in* 
chief now learnt that not a ship of their fleet remained in the 
bay : they persevered, however, in steering towards it, until, on 
the second day. Captain Dumanoir sent to inform the admiral 
that, with so many iiands as he now had on board (upwards of 
1600), his provisions would not hold out much longer. This 
determined the two chiefs, on board of whose frigate a part of the 
Scevola"*s crew had also been received, to return home. 

On the 8th of January, at 7 a.m., in latitude 61° north, 
longitude 13** 1 V west from Greenwich, the wind at nortlMttst, 
■the Fraternity and her consort fell in with, and immediately 
tacked away from, the British 32-gun frigate Unicorn, Captain 
Sir Thomas Williams, and 36-gun irigate Doris, Captain the 
Honourable Charles Jones ; from whom the 3*2-2:un fric^ate 
Druid, Captain Richard King, had just parted company, along 
with the French transport ViUe-de-Lorient, captured the pre- 
ceding evening. This precipitate flight of the French 74 and 
Irigate brought with it an evil little suspected by the two com- 
manderB->in-^ief on board the latter. Eleven ships belonging 
to their fleet were at that very time to windward, chasing the 
Unicom and Doris; and which ships the Revolution and Fra- 
temite might also have discovered, had the latter continued a 
short time longer upon the couree they had been steering". 

On the next morning, the 9th, the Unicorn and Dons again 
fell in with the two French ships, who again tacked to the 
westward ; at which time the Unicorn was within two miles of 
them. Having escaped this imaginary danger, the French 74 
and fngate, on the morning of the lOtb, had a real cause for 
their fears, finding themselves chased by lord Biidport*s fleet; 
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and from which they owed their escape to the hazy and tem- 
pestuous state of the weatlKT. Considerinf^ it no longer safe to 
persist in steering to the eastward, the Ktivoiutiou and Fraternity 
•ItMNsd their oourae to foath. On the moming of the 14lh the|! 
BMKie the Ide of end entered Roehefiirt the leme aftenioon* 
If the ships, which did not leach or were drifen out of Baotiy 
bey, euffiMred to much by stress of weather, several of those that 
ranained in it met a still worse fate. On the 30th of December 
the Justine transport was captured, and the Impatiente frigate 
cast away, on the coast near Crookhaven, with the loss of all 
the latter's crew and passengers, except seven. Early in January 
the Sanreillante went on shore in Bantr^ bay, and a jx>rtion of 
her crew fiell into the hands of the Brituh : the remainder eot 
on board some of die ships in oompany. On the 7th the ViUe» 
de-Lorient transport was taken as already mentioned ; aeon the 
5th had been the Tortue frigate by the Polyphemus 64. On 
that, or the following day, the Fille-Unique transport foundered 
in the bav ; and two or three of the men of war which eventu- 
ally escaped, were, on more than one occasion, very critically 
circumstanced. 

Eight or nine of the ships made their appeannoe off. the rifer 
Shaimon ; hot all at length quitted the coast of Ireland, and 

steered towards that of France. On their way thither, the 
Suffiren and Allegro transports were taken ; also the Atalante 
brig-cor\et(e. The loss of one, and the return to port of six of 
the linc-of-battle shi})s, we liave already noticed. On the 11th 
of January the Constitution, Trajan, Pluton, Wattigny, and 
Pegase, arrived at Brest, the latter having in tow the dismasted 
R&>ltte ; and on the 13th the Nestor, Tonrrille, Eole, and 
Cassard, reached the same port This leaves hut one line-of* 
battle ship unaccounted for, and to her we shall attend presently. 
With respect to the frigates not already mentioned as captured 
or lost, the whole of thorn arrived at Brest, either on the 1st, 
11th, or 13th of January, except the Bravoure and Fratcnute, 
one of which put into Lorient, and the other, as already stated^ 
into Rochefort. 

Among the ships which, after the failure at Bantry bay, pio- 
ceeded to the mouth of the river Shannon, the second point of de- 
barkation intended to be attempted^ was the Droit8-de>rHomme| 
the flag-ehip of Rear-admiral Bcnivet, but now oommanded* 

during nis absence in the Immortality, by Commodore la Crosse, 
a very able and experienced officer ; and on board of which ship, 
as commanding officer of one division of the troops, was the 
famous General Humbert. On the 6th of JanuarV) when about 
four leagues from the mouth of the Shannon, the Droits-de- 
I'Homme was fortunate enough to fall in with the Cumberland^ 
Captain Peter Inglis, a deeply-laden ship letter-of-manpie, firom 
Barbadoes bouna to Liverpool. Having removed all the crew 
and passengen except the chief mate and cook, consisting, of 
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iknt infantry-officers, two masters of merchantmen, two women, 
•sd 48 seameu and soldiers, the French commodore sent on 
board a pfke aartcr and ten mfin, and ordered the ship for 
Fiance. On the 7th, having cruised eight days off Loop Head, 
ihe Dfoits-de-rHonme looked a secoiMl time into Bantry hay, 
and, seeing there no signs of the fleet, steered for the rrendi 
coast, intending to make her first landfall at Belle-Isle. 

On the 9th the commodore lost sight of the coast of Ireland, 
and on the 13th considered himself to be about 25 leagues from 
the coast of France, in the latitude of Penmarck point. Thick 
weather coming on, M. la Crosse determined, for the present, 
to approach no nearer to the land. The Droits-de-l'Uomme, 
accoraingly, stood to the eonthward under easy sail, with the 
wind heSi on her starboard beam. 

At 1 p. M. a ship was seen to windward which loomed very 
large in the fog, and appeared to be chasing the Droits-de- 
rHomme, from whom she was distant very little more than a 
league. Shortly afterwards a second ship was seen astern of 
the first. Judging them to be enemies, the French 74 immedi* 
ately made sau to escape, or, at all events, to allow time for 
preparation. The wind, which still blew from the westward, 
naa now increased considerably, and the sea was becoming yery 
turbulent. At 3h. 30m. p.m., havii^ mn some distance to 
the south-east, two other ships were seen on the Ice bow, ma- 
noiuvring, apparently, to cut off the Droit's-de-i'Uomme trom 
the land. 

These were the British 44-gun frigate Indefatigable, Captain 
8lr Edward Pellew, and 36-gun frigate Amazon, Caotain Robert 
CUfhew Reyndkls; and who, it appears, when by tlieir account 
in latitude 47° 30^ north, Ushant bearing north-east distant 60 
leagues, had discovered the Droits-de-l' Homme, bearing from 
them north-west, about the same time that the latter dcsericd the 
two ships to windward. These seem to have been considered 
by M. la Crosse as a part of Sir Edward's squadron ; but we 
rather think they were the French 74 Revolution and frigate 
Fratemite, on their way to the Isle of Re. At all events, we 
have ascertained from the best authority, the Inde^tigable's log, 
that no other vessel than the Amazon was cruisbg with her; 
nor had beoi, except the Duke-of-York lugger, and she had 
parted company a fortnight previous. 

At 4 h. 15 m., which was shortly after the Indefatigable liad 
discovered tlie stranger to be an enemy's two-decker without a 
poop, and with her luwerdeck ports shut, tlie Droits-de-rilomme, 
in a squall, carried away the maintopsail braces, and, almost at 
the same instant, her fore and main topmasts. This important 
circ u mstance, although omitted in Sir Edward Pellew's letter, is 
mentioned in the Indefatigable's log. The utmost despatch was 
now used in clearing the wreck 'from the lee-guns, lest the 
enemy, profiting by the circumstanoe, should commence his 
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attack on that side. In the course of a quarter of an liour or 
20 uiinutes, this necessary duty was performed, and the Droits* 
de-rHommey under her coufms and mizen topsail, was going at 
the rate of five knots an hour. 

As the two British ships, having lost none of their masts, were 
prohably running a third faster, the leading ships, the Indefati- 
gable, then between seven and eight miles of her consort, arrived, * 
at about 5 h. 30 m. p. m., within hail of the Droits-de-rHomme 
astern, and slioitening sail to close-reefed topsails, did not run 
to Icewuid, as the French think she ought,"* but hauled up to 
pour in a rakinc fire. The two-decker» however, mana^ to 
naul up also, and a broadside was exchan^, accompanied on 
the part of the French ship by an immense dischaige of musketry. 
The Indefatigable now tried to pass ahead of her antagonist, and 
rake her in that direction ; but the Droits-de-l'Homme defeated 
that niancEuvre likewise, and attempted to run the frigate on 
board. This the latter, very naturally, did her best to evade, 
and succeeded ; not, however, without receiving into her stern a 
dose, buty owing in a great decree, no doubt, to the violent 
motion of the sea, comparatively narmless broadside. 

Another cause may, and indeed must, have contributed to the ' 
diminution of effect produced by the two-decker's fire : her lower- 
deck ports, being nearer to the water's edge by 14 inchesf than 
those of the generality of French 74s, were obliged to be shut 
almost as soon as opened, to keep out the quantity of water that 
was rushing through them, and which actually poured down 
upon the prisoners in the cable-tier.j: It was not merely the 
roughness of the sea, but the heavy rolling of the ship for the 
want of sails to steady her, that thus rendered her lower battery 
useless to her : a disadvantage of so serious a nature, as to give 
quite a new feature to the combat slie was engaged in. 

That combat continued between the Indefatigable and Droits- 
de-l'Homme until about G h. 45 m. r. m. ; when the Ania/.on, 
having come up under a press of sail, poured a broadside, within 
pistol-shot distance, into the French ship's quarter. The Amazon 
then tried to pass astern of her antagonist ; but, as in the In- 

* " Alors Ic butiincut cnuenii Ic plus uroche (c ctait celui du comnicKlorc}, 

3ui se trouTwt A petite port^ de canon dun let max du yaisseau let Droits- 
e-rHomnic, .si-na toutcs les voiles qu'il avait niises dehors pour chasser, et 
sVtablit sous unc voilure commode pour Ic combat. II perdit |>ar-la uti temps 
prccieux. En cffet, s'il cut sur-le^hamp prulonge le vaisseau franyais par 
dessous le vent, il cut pu le canonner sans qu*il cut et£ potuble a celui-ci de 
lui ripostcr d'un senl coup, ii cause du danger qu'il eut couru de mettro le feu 
aux voiles, qui couvraieut uue graude panic de ses canons, ct dout il lui fiit 
deveno bien diffidle de te ddbamttar tout le feu de TardUerie 
Vtctoircs ct Conqwiet, tome vii., p. 293. 

■\' A British army officer, who was a prisoner on board, and whose " Nar- 
rative, &c." is given at p. 405, vol. vii. of the " Nuvul Chronicle," says, " two 
feet and a half lower tlian usual ;** but the above account, as taken nom the 
French themselves, is probably the more correct. 
X LieutenaDt Pipon's NarnUive. See last note. 
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defatigable's case, the Droits-de-rHomme appeals to have so 
manceuvred as to avoid the raking fire, and biing both her 

antagonists on one side. Between them and her the cannonade 
was maintained, with mutual spirit, until about 7 h. 30 ra. p. m.; 
when both British sliips shot ahead, the Amazon, chiefly on ac- 
count of the quantity of sail she carried, and the Indefatigable, 
in order to repair her damaged rigging. The Droits-de-l'llomme 
profited by this interval of non-action, to put herself a little to 
rights ; and her crew found time to recover from the confusion 
caused by the recent bursting of one of the 18-pounder8. The 
ship, meanwhile, continued running to the east-south-east; 
partly because, in her disabled state, and especially since the 
wind had drawn more to the southward, she could lie no higher, 
and ])artly as it would a])])ear, because the haziness of the 
weather of late had prevented licr couimander from knowing 
exactly where he was. 

At 6 h. 30 m. p. M. the two British ships, the one having re- 
duced her sails, and the other refitted as well as the time would 
allow, reapproached, and recommenced the action with great 
judgment as well as spirit. They stationed themselves one on 
each bow of the French ship ; and, by regulating their speed, 
and yawing to starboard and port alternately, raked her by turns. 
In the mean while the Droits-de-rHorame, by yawing tirst on 
one tack and then on the other, managed to get her two oppo- 
nents occasionally under her suns. With such disadvantages on 
her side in the cannonade, the 74, numerously manned as she 
w^as, naturally had recourse to boarding whenever an opportunity 
offered ; but neither frigate was so imprudent, or so inattentive, 
as to suller her to come in contact, althougli, in manoeuvring to 
get out of the way of their huge antagonist (in reference to the 
Amazon at least), both ships received an occasional raking fire, 
not much more effectual, however, than that first received by the 
Indefatigable. 

At 10 h. 30 m. p. ic, the mizenmast of the Droits-d-rHomme, 
being in a tottering state from the wounds it had received, was 
cut away to enable it to fall clear of the deck. After this, the 
two British ships changed their positions, and attacked their op- 
ponent on the quarter. Having expended all her round shot 
out 50, the Droits-de-l'lIomnie began firing shells; and if even, 
as the French state, these kept the British ships at a greater 
distance, they did not, as far as we can learn, produce any very 
serious ^ect either upon their hulls or their crews. Hmy of 
the French crew had by this time been killed or disabled at their 
quarters ; but the ship's fire did not slacken on that account, as 
fresh hands, out of the numerous party on board, were constantly 
sent from below to supply the loss.* 

At 1 A. M. on the 14th no officer belonging to the Droits-de- 
I'iiomme had been badly hurt: one of her lieutenants, however, 

• Yktoirei et ConqultCB^ um vii., p. 297. 
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llien leceiTed a grape<«hop in the arm, and several other officers^ 

in succession, were wounded. With the exception of a second 
interval from its commencement, of three quarters of an hour or 
so (but which we are unable precisely to fix), occasioned by the 
British ships retiring to secure their wounded maets^ the action 
Motnnwd to be fiirioufily mamtahied on both sides until, by the 
IndeAitigable'e time, about 4 h. 20 m. a. m. ; wben the sudden 
appearance of land, close on board of all three ships, caased the 
Indefatigable and Amazon to haul off from the threatened dan^pov 
and the far more disabled Droits-de-rHomme to make a similar 
effort. Thus terminated an engagement, which had lasted, in- 
cluding the two intervals of suspension, for which an hour and 
a half may be allowed, about ten hours and a half: the French, 
indeed, fixing the time of its commencement at 6 h. 15 m. p. m., 
and of its close at 6 h. 16 m. a. m*, make the duration of the action 
13 hoars. 

During the whole of this long engagement, the sea ran so 

high, that the people on the main decKs of the frigates were up 
to their middles in water. So violent, too, was the motion of 
the ships, that some of the I ndefati gable's guns broke their 
breechings four times ; some drew their ring-bolts from the side, 
and many of the guns, owing to the water having beaten into 
them, were obliged to be drawn immediately after loeding. A 
scene nearly similar was acting on board tiie Amazon; and, 
when the firing ceased, the crews of both ships, notwithstanding 
the increased demand for their exertions owing to the new perils 
that assailed them, were almost worn out with fatigue. 

The Indefatiiiable had four feet water in the hold, and all her 
masts were in u wouruled state. The main topmast was com- 
pletely unrigged, and was saved only by uncommon alacrity. The 
Amazon hsMl nearly three feet water in her hold. Her misen 
topmast, gaff, spanker-boom, and maintopsail yard, were en> 
tirely shot away ; her four and main masts and four and main 
yards, cut through b^ shots, and her sails and rigging of every 
sort, more or less injured. As an augmentation to her loss of 
rigging, the Amazon had expended, in reeving new braces and 
other purposes, every inch of spare cordage. 

For so much injury in materiel, that which the two British 
ships suffered in personnel bore, in coinnparison witii other cases, 
a somewhat inaaequate proportion. The Indefiitieahle, out of 
her crew (admitting all to have been on board) of &0 men and 
boys, had her first lientenant (John Thompson) and 18 men 
wounded ; 12 of these not in a serious manner, and chiefly with 
splinter-contusions. The Amazon's loss, out of a crew of about 
260, amounted to three men killed, and 15 badly wounded. 
The casualties on board this frigate being thus at least equal to 
those of the Indefatigable,* a ship so much more large and 

• Sir Edward, when he said, in reference to the Amazon," Her condition, 
I think, was better tiuui ours," could only have judged from appearances, having 
bad no commaniot ti on with Mi eomott. 
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powerfbli no doubt can mnniD, that tlie Amaion moet nMynm^ 
•tained h«r pari in the engagement. 

TliG loss on board the Droits-de-l'Homme, out of a crew, in- 
cluding her army-passengers, of at Uast 1350 men,* amounted 
to three army-officers and 100 sailors and soldiers killed, and 
Beven officers of the ship, about an equal number of army-officers 
and 100 sailors and soldiers, placed " hors de combat," or badly 
ipoundtd. Therefiue, ineliidiDg tb« slightly wounded, we may 
§Mj atate the total at 103 kuled and 160 wounded. The ae- 
▼erity of this loss reduces that on board the two fngatet 
to little or nothing. That no more than three men should have 
been killed and 34 wounded by the fire of a two-decker (nominally 
so, at least), continued for eight or nine hours, the chief of the 
time at close quarters, can indeed only be accounted for by the 
violent motion of the sea, felt the more by the Droits-de- 
raonime on accoant of the lose of her maats, the height of the 
line of fire to which tiie 74 wai lettrieiedy especially as against 
aatagooiatBto oomparatiTely low in the water, and the excellent 
bow and quarter positions, which those antagoniata, by their so- 
perior activity, were enabled to maintain. 

The powerless state of the Droits-dc-rHomme*8 principal 
battery, during the greater part, if not the wliole, of the engasje- 
ment, would render unfair any statement that did not, upon the 
face of it, make allowance for ao very important a circumstance. 
Hence, we have omitted the nsoal statement of compamtive 
fume. We need only remark that, in broadside weight of 
metal, the two frigates, chiefly on account of the powerful 
battcrv of the Indefatitrablo, who carried lon<j; 24s below and 
42-poiHider carronades above, would have had rather the ad- 
vantaf^c, even against the French ship with the whole of her 
guns in a condition to act. The action undoubtedly did credit 
to all that were concerned in it ; yet, had the combatanta pos- 
sessed sea-room, the 74 not lost her topmasts and been eased of 
her superfluous hands, and the state of the weather been such as 
to have admitted the constant use of her long 36-pounder8, who 
is there that can say which party would hsTC ultimately pre- 
▼ailed ? 

Having gone through all that relates to this extraordinary 

• This is less by 200 than the number forwfaicfa head-noney was paid ; 
hut, in tliis instance, the customary voucliers, the certificates of the three 
principal French officers, were necessarily obliged to bedispcnse<l with. In 
lieu (u them, there were depositions, lirst bv die roaster of tlie Cumberland, 
diat hehdSOTed the nuinb^ of men on boon! the Dioit8-dej*HoiDine to have 
been bstlWMU 1500 and 1600 ; and then, by the filst and second captains of 
the captured French fri^te Tortue, that tiiey believed the crew of the Droits- 
de-l' Homme to have been 700, and the soldiers on board about 800. In op* 
position Co th^ a Firench semi-official account of the action stales the crew at 
CfiO(inilhidiniunbor Lieutenant Pipon a>:nM>s), and the troops, cxrlusivp of 
several staiMBcon^ at 600. The amount iia the text admitstbe troops to have 
been 700. 
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aclMm« we shall now endeavour to describe the awful but interest- 
ing occurrences that so closely followed its sudden termination. 
At about 4 h. 20 m. a. m. the moon, openin^rather brighter than 
it had done, showed to Lieutenant George nell, who was watch- 
fully looking out on the ludefati^able's forecastle, a glimpse of 
the land, bearing north-east, or right ahead, distant about two 
miles ; and, scarcely had the lieutenant reached his captain with 
the intelligence, ere the breakers were visible to all. The In^ 
defatigable was then close to the Droits-de-rUomnie*s starboaid 
bow, and the Amazon was near to her on the larboard one. 
The Indefatigable's crew, with that calm self-possession which 
characterizes British seamen, instantly hauled on board the 
tacks, and the ship made sail to the southward. 

The land could not then be ascertained, but it was supposed 
to be Ushant ; and, in that case, no particnhu' feais were enter- 
tained. But, just before day, breakers were seen upon the lee 
bow. The ship was instantly wore to the northward, and the 
lingering approach of daylight was by all anxiously expected. 
It came at about 6 h. 30 m. ; and, the land appearing very close 
ahead nnd on the weather bow, and breakers to leeward, the 
ship was again wore to the southward, in 20 fathoms' water. In 
the direction of the land was seen, at 7 h. 10 m. A. m., the French 
74, broadside upi)eTmost, with a tremendous surf beating orer 
her. The Indefatigable, the wind blowing dead on the shore 
now^ known to be that of Audierne bay, ptussed, at the distance 
of about a mile, the wreck of her late opponent, without the 
possibility, unfortunately, of affording her any succour. Her 
own safety, indeed, depended on her weathering the much 
dreaded Penmarcks. Tliis, at about 11 a.m., the Indefatigable 
accomplished, passing to windward of the rocks about half, 
or, as the log says, three quarters of a mile. 

At the time that the Indefatigable, on first discovering her 
danger, had wore to the southward, the Amazon, to whom her 
consort had promptly made the nieht-signal of danger, had wore 
to the northward. In about half an hour afterwards, every 
eflbrt of her officers and crew to work their crippled ship off the 
shore having proved unavailing, the Amazon struck the ground. 
The ship's company, with the exception of six men that stole 
the cutter and were drowned, preserved themselves by making 
falls. These conveyed the people in safety to the shore, but it 
was only to be made prisoners. Every officer and man of the 
Amason s crew that survive! the action, with the exception of 
the above six, were by 9 a. m. safely landed. A party of French 
soldiers immediately marched them off to Audierne, a town 
situated about a league from the wreck ; thence to Duarnez, and 
subsequently to Quimper. Here the prisoners remained, and 
were well treated. 

It is almost superfluous to state that, when Captain R^olds 
and his officers, of the 29th of the succeeding September (having 
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joflt before been exchanged), were put to iriul for the loss of the 

Amazon, they were " most honourably and fully acquitted of ali 
blame, and with every sentiment of tlie court's hiiThc;^t ap- 
probation." Both first lieutenants, Mr. John Thompson, of the 
Indefatigable, and Mr. Bendall Robert Littlehales, late of the 
Amazon, were most deservedly promoted to the rank of com- 
nandera* 

In describing the Amaion^s loss by the 6re of the Broits^e- 

THomme, we omitted to state, that Lieotmiant Littlehales, while 
standing by the side of his captaiD, was knocked down by the 
wind of a 36-pound shot. Captain Reynolds lifted him from 
the deck, and ordered some of the men to take him below. By 
the time, however, that the men had reached the foot of the 
quarterdeck ladder, Lieutenant Littlehales recovered his senses, 
and forthwith returned to his post ; but his chest and the upper 
part of hU anna were for sereral weeks afterwards black and 
bine 

The details we are about to give of the melancholy fate that 

attended the Droits-de-P Homme and her numerous crew, we 
shall extract partly from a French account, and partly from the 
narrative of Lieutenant Pipon, to which we have already alluded. 
The proximity of the laud was discovered at about the same time 
on board the Indefati^ble and Droits-de-lllomme; but the 
latter, partly perhaps owing to accident, makes the time 6 h. 15 m. 
insteaa of 4 h. 20 m. a. k. Very soon after the fatal diseoveiy 
had been made, and just as she had altered her course to avoid 
the danger, the foremast and bowsprit of the 74 fell over her 
bows. This checked the way which the raj^ged mainsail had 
given to the ship, and hastened the catastrophe. 

The French commodore now resolved to bring up ; but all the 
anchors, except two, had l)een lost in Bantry bay, and the cablea^ 
of these had been rendered useless by the enemy's shot. How- 
ever, a stout hawser was bent to one of the anchors, ready for 
letting go. Meanwhile, the remains of the mainsail having blown 
from the yard, the ship scarcely moved ahead. The anchor was 
now dropped in 12 fathoms; but it did not hold an instant, and 
the ship presently struck (according to the French account, at 
7 A. m) on a bank of sand, directly opposite to the town of Plou- 
zenec hi the bay of Audieme. The second shock carried away 
the mainmast by the board. Four or five guns of alarm were 
fired ; and, to ease the ship and endeavour to keep her upright, 
Mveral of the guns were thrown overboard. 




ship. The English prisoners, whose station during the battle had 
been the cable-tier, rushed on deck. Here was an awful sight ; 

• lIsnliaII,voLu.,p.287. 
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Ilie decks slippery with human gore, the ship without a anit 
ataiidiDg, and the breakers all aroand. The Inde&tigable was 
seen on the starboard Quarter, standin<]^ off, in a most tremendous 
sea, from the PenmarcK rocks, which threatened her with instant 
destruction. On the larboard side, at the distance of about two 
miles, was ^een the Amazon, whose fate had just been sealed. 
That of the Droits-de-rHomme drew near. She struck. Shrieks 
issued from every quarter of the ship, and all was honor and dis- 
may. Many early yictinis were swept from the wreck hy the 
merciless waves, which kept incessantly breaking over the ship. 
Daylight appeared, and the shore was seen lined with people; 
but w no, in the stormy state of the weatheri could not render tha 
least assistance. 

As soon as it was low water some of the boats were launched. 
The first two were carried away by the waves before a person 
could embark in them, and were dashed to pieces against the 
locks that lined the beach. A pass-rope, or vat'ti'Vient, was 
next tried f and a raft, constructed of spare yards, was made ihst 
to the end of a rope, which was slackened by decrees fnm the 
ship, to allow it to drift on shore ; but, the weignt of the rope 
retarding the raft in its progress, and a sea washing off' some of 
the men that were upon it, the remainder cut themselves clear 
and gained the shore. The attempt to get a rope on shore by 
this means was again tried, and again failed. At lentgh the 
ship's master-sailmaker, Lamand^ by name, offered to swim on 
shore with a cord, to wbidi a sintid>lepass-iope ought afterwards 
be attached ; but, by the time he had reached about half way to 
the shore, he became exhausted with fatigue, and was dragged 
on board a^ain by his own cord, without the aid of which he 
-would certamly have perished. The day closed, and an awful 
night ensued. 

The dawn of the second day, the 15th, brought with it but an 
increase of misery. Owing to the sea having stove in the stem, 
and filled the hoM with water, the people md now been nearly 
90 hours without any feod, and the wants of natnu could hy 
many scarcely be endured. At low water this day a small boat 
was hoisted out, and an English captain and eight seamen, part 
of the prisoners, succeeded in reaching the shore. Elated at the 
success of these daring fellows, all thought their deliverance at 
hand, and many of the Frenchmen launched out on tlieir rafts ; 
but alas ! death soon put an end to tlieir hopes. Another night 
-was lingered through. On the third day, the 16th, larger rafts 
were constructed, and the largest boat was got orer ue side. 
The mtention was, to place in this boat tiie surmiag womded, 
the two women and six children, and the helpless men ; but the 
notion of equality, prevailing over every other eODsideration, de- 
stroyed all subordination, and nearly 120 men, in defiance of 
their oilicers, jumped into the boat and sank it. A wave of an 
enormous magnitude came at the same instant i and, for nearly 
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a quarter of an hour, neither the boat nor its contents were visible. 
Too soon, however, were seen the bodiea of the wretched victims 
floating ia all dkoctioiuk Toadied with thie malinclioly iate of 
mmiuty oS Us braare oomiadea» a French adjutaob-general, naiafid 
Banier, naolved k> gain succoiu from tha shore^ or pensli in that 
attempt Hapluno^ed into the sea, and was drowned. 

Already nearly 900 souls (accordini; to Lieutenant Pipon, but 
we think the number is overrated) had perished, when the fourth 
night came with renewed horrors. " Weak, distracted, aud want- 
ing every thing," says the lieutenant in his narrative, " we en- 
lied the fate of those whose lifeless corpses no longer needed 
aiafoaaiiflff The aense of htmget was alieadv losfl^ but a parching 
Ihiart: consumed our vitals. Beconrsa was had to wine and nut 
water, which oalgr increased the want. Half a hogshead of vine- 
gar floated up, and each had half a wineglass full. This gave a 
momentary relief yet soon left us again in the same state oC 
dreadful thirst. Almost at the last gasp, every one was dying 
with misery, the ship, which was now one third shattered away 
firom tke stern, scarcely afforded a gr^isp to hold by, to tiie ex- 
iuuisied and helpleas tnrnvors. The fourth day (the 17th) 
hroaght with it a more setene sky, and the sea seemed to soh- 
aide;.but to behold, from fore and aft, the dying in all directions, 
was a flight too sliocking for the feeling mind to endure. Almost 
lost to a sense of humanity, we no longer looked with pity on 
• those who were the speedy forerunners of our own fate, and a . 
consultation took place to sacrifice some one to be food to the 
remainder. The die was going to be cast, when the welcome 
sieht of a man-of-war brig renewed our hopes. A cutter speedily 
Mowed, and both aadiored at a short distance ttom the wreck. 
They then sent their boats to us, and, by means of large rafts^. 
about ISO, of near 400 who attempted it, were saved by the biigf 
thnt evening: 380 were left to endure another night s miser}% 
when, dreadful to r^te, above one half were found dead neat 
morning." 

The man-of-war brip^ was the Arrogantc, commanded by En- 
seigne de Vaisseau Provost, and the cutter the Aiguille. Mr. 
Pipon thus concludes his interesting narrative : I was saved at 
ami 10 o^lodi oiktheBMniii^of me 18th, with my two brother 
afieeia, the captain of ^ ship, and General Humbert They 
tiaated us with great humanity on board the eutler, by giving 
ws a little weak brandy-and-water every five or six minutes, after 
which a basin of good soup. I fell on the locker in a kind of 
trance for nearly 30 hours; and was swelled to that deu;ree as to 
require medical aid to restore my decayed faculties. We were 
taken to Brest almost naked, having lost all our baggage. There 
thflj |pa?e as a roush shift of ctothes, and, in consequence of our 
snmnngs, and thehelp we afforded in saving manylives, a cartel 
mm itted ont by order the French government, to send na 

o2 
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home without ransom or exchange. We arrived fit Plymouth oq 
the 7th of iflaich iol lowing." 

Thus had this mighty ileet;^ from which so much had been 
anticipated, utterly miled in its object: some of iheBhipabe- 
looeing to it had perished on the locks or in the waves, others 
had been captured by the enemy, and the remainder, jaded and 
weather-beaten, had returned into port. The following httle 
table will show, at one view, how the 44 sail, of which that fleet 
at its departure consisted, were ultimately disposed of : 
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That a succesaion of atoms, such as those with which the 
British Channel was visited in the winter of 1796-7, should dia* 
perse and drive back an encumbered and (nautically, if not 
numerically considered) ill-manned French fleet, ought not to 

create surprise. But that, during the three or four weeks that 
the ships of this fleet were traversinij, in cxery direction, the 
English and Irish Channels, neither of the two British fleets 
appointed to look after them should have succeeded in capturing 
a single ship, mav certainly be noted down as an extraordinary 
circumstance. How it happened we will endeavour in part to 
explain. 

On the 17th of December, at noon, when Rear-admiral Bouvel^ 
having ran through the passage du Raz, made sail to tlie west- 
ward with his nine ships of the line, Vice-admiral Colpoys, with 
13 sail, was in latitude 4(S' 17' north, longitude 7' west, or 
just lo leagues to the westward of Ushant ; towards which he 
was working against a fresh east-south-east wind. On the lOth, 
at 9 h. 30 m. a* m., when the Phoebe joined with the news of the 
Frendi fleet's having quitted Brest forCamaret, the vice-admiral 
was in latitude 48° 51 north, longitude 5° 43' west, or about 12 
leagues nortli-wcst by west of Ushant, where a strong south- 
westerly wind had driven him. 

The wind, however, subsequently changed to north-west by 
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west, and, blowing strane, carried the British fleet, by noon on 

the 20th, to latitude 48" 7' north, longitude 5° 49' west, or to a 
spot at about equal distances (13 to 14 leagues) from Ushant 
and the Saintes. In the morning of this day the squadron of 
Rear-admiral Villeneuve from Toulon made its appearance to 
windward, and was chased, in almost a gale of wind, by the Ira- 
petueux, Minotaur, Bellerophon, Marlborough, and some of the 
frigates ; but, owing in a great de^ee to the haziness of the 
WMther, the French admiral, with his five sail of the line and 
two (havine parted company with one) frigates, effected Iris 
escape, and on the 23d entered Lorient On the day previous 
the Kevolutionnaire had joined Vice - admiral Colpoys ; but, 
several of his ships havinj^ suffered in the gale and been obliged 
to part company, the admiral soon afterwards bore away for 
Spithead ; where he arrived on the 31st with only six sail of the 
line under his command. 

It was on the 20th of December, late in the evening, that Sir 
Edward Pellew, in the Indefatigable, anchored in Carriff road, 
Fdmouth ; and from him, or from the Duke-of-York lugger, 
which may have arrived a few hours earlier, the British govern* 
xnent became apprized of the escape of the French fleet from 
Brest. As a proof that no time was lost in forv/arding orders to 
Spithead, Lord Bridport, on the 25th, got under way with his 
fleet ; but a series of accidents prevented him from sailing, and 
became, as we shall see, the principal cause of his missing a 
Strong division of the fleet, whose capture or destruction was the 
aole d>ject of his putting to sea. The Prince 98, as was no na- 
oommon thing with her, missed stays, and, paying round off, 
ran foul of Uie Sans-Pareil abreast of the starboard gangway, 
thereby doing herself so much injury, that she was ooliged to 
remain behind to be docked. The Formitlable got on board the 
Ville-de-Paris, by which a mutual injury was sustained; and 
the Atlas grounded. Having at length succeeded with eight 
line^f-battle ships in reaching St.-Helen's, the admiral was pre- 
Tented firom sailing by a sodden change of wind ; which, although 



ing of the 3d of January before tne fleet, consisting of 14 sail of 
the line, six frigates, a fireslup, and a cutter, got away from the 

anchorage. 

Lord Bridport, pursuant to his instructions, proceeded straight 
for Ushant, and in two days arrived oS the island. Thence he 
stretched across to Cape Clear, and on the 9ih looked into 
Bantry bay, but of course saw nothing of the enemy; although, 
had the fleet sailed on Christmas-day, or even the day afler, the 
British admiral woold probably have given the French admiral 
something else to complain of than b id weather. On the 10th 
the British fleet, as already mentioned, chased unsuccessfully 
the Revolutioa and Fratemite. On the iltb, in the moming. 
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Lewd Bridport steered to the soathward ; cod at dood, which 
<«ras about the tine that the second divisioii of the French fleet 
entered Brest, the Channel fleet was in latitude 49° 29' norCh^ 

and longitude 12° 6' west. On the same afternoon the Uniccnn 

nnd Doris frigates joined, with information of their having been 
chased on the 8th by a division of the French fleet. On the 
13th, at noon, about the time that this same division reached 
Brest, the British admiral -vvas in latitude 48" 29' north, and 
longitude 6° 25' west, or about 19 leagues to the westward of 
Ushant. 

On the 19ib, having ascertained that the last of the Brest 
ships had returned into port, Lord Bridport, then being in lati- 
tnde 47° 31' north, and Iriuiitudr 47' west, detached, as he 
had been ordered, Rear-ndniiral Parker, with the Princc-Georgje^ 
Namiir, Irresistible, Orion, Colossus, and Thalia frigate, to 
Gibraltar, and continued, with his fleet by successive reinforce- 
ments now numbering 12 sail of the hne, to cruise for a few days 
longer in the vicinity of Ushant. The admiral then, having had 
several of his ships damaged by the severity of the weather, 
steered for Torbay. After remaining a few hours only at that 
anchorage, Lord Bridport sailed on the 31st for Spithead, and 
arrived there on the 3d of February. 

Having thus shown in what way the fleets of Vice-admiral 
Colpoys and Adniiral Lord Bridport had missed the French 
fleet, we shall merely add, that the principal losses which the 
latter sustained by capture, arose frcni the diligence and activity 
of a 64-gun ship and four or five frigates, part of which, on the 
29th of December, were lying in the harbour of CorV. 

It had almost escaped us that, in the latter end of the year 
1796, France and England, at the invitation of the latter, had, 
what the Indians call, a talk on the subject of peace. Lord 
Malmesbun*-, the commissioner on the part of England, ar- 
rived at Paris on the 22d of October ; and on the 24th 
the negotiations were opened between his lordship and M. 
de Lacroix ; but the parties split upon the first proposal, 
a reciprocal restoration of what had been lost and taken 
by the respective belligerents. Had each party been sincere 
in the wisn for peace, it is probable that tfam and other 
difficulties would have been got over ; but, that not being 
the case. Lord Malmesbury quitted the French capital on the 
22d of December, and the French temtory in a day or two 
afterwards. 

On the 3d of March, Lord Howe still continuing indisposed. 
Lord Bridport with 16 sail of the line, again quitted Spithead, on 
a cmise off Brest. Havmg ascertained that all was qniet in the 
port, and that there was no pobabiUtY of the fleet's sailing for 
some weeks, the British admiral, on the SOtb, returned to Spit- 
head. A squadron of observation was now deemed sufficient to 
jend off Brest; and accordingly, on the 6th of April, Reai^MimK 
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ral Sir Roger CurtiSy with nine sail of the line, proceeded upoa 
that service. 

Oa tiw 16di <Kf April Lord Bridport, to wliom Lord Howe had 
joBt venened the commend of the Chumel fleet, and who was 
Umii with the fleet at Spithead, threw out the signal to prepaitt 
for sea ; when* inetead of weighing the anchor, the seamen of the 

Royal-George ran up tlie shrouds and gave three cheers : a pro- 
ceeding which, from the awful responses it produced through the 
fleet, at once betrayed it as the signal of disaflection. The cap- 
tains and officers of the difl'erent ships were astonished, nay, 
almost astounded, at this sudden act of disobedience, and, as 
may be supposed, did their utmost to persuade the men to letum 
to tndr duty ; birt all their efibrts were vain. The spirit of mm- 
tiny had taken deep root in the breasts of the seamen, and, from 
the apparent or^nization of the plan, seemed to be the result of 
fitr more reflection than for which the wayward mind of a jack- 
tar is usually given credit. The subject is a melancholy one, and 
one which we would fuiii pass over ; but historical impartiality 
forbids any such fastidiousness. At the same time, the subject 
not being an international one, nor one of which the details have 
ttsqiiired any permanent interest, we may, consiatently with our 
plan, abridge the account 

It appears that, in the latter end of February, Lord Howe^ 
while on shore indisposed, received sundry petitions, as from the 
seamen at Portsmouth, all praying for an aavance of wages ; but 
that, none of the petitions being signed, and all dated and, with 
the exception of four or five, written by one hand, no notice was 
taken of them. Lord Uowe subsequently directed Rear-admiral 
Lofd Hugh Seymovat to ascertam whether or not any discontent 
did really eiist in the fleet. The reply was so favooiable, that 
his lordship considered the whole plot as the work of some in- 
eendiaiy, and, towards the end of March, sent the different - 
petitions to the first lord of the admiralty, Earl Spencer. The 
seamen, not aware that the papers they liad transmitted were 
looked upon as forgeries, could only attribute the silence of Lord 
Howe to a disregard of their complaints. In this state were mat- 
ters, on the fleet's refusal to obey Lord Bridporfs signal to pre- 
pare fiwsea. 

On the next day, April 16^ the respeetiTe ships' companiea 
appmnted two of their number to act as delegates ; and the place 
selected for their deliberations was the state^ or flag-officer's 
cabin of the Queen-Charlotte. On the 17th every man in the 
fleet was sworn to support the cause in which he had embarked. 
Ropes were then reeved, in terroreuij at the fore yard-arms of 
each ship : and the seamen ordered on shore such of the ofticers 
as, in their opinion, had been guilty of oppression. On the same 
day the delegate^ 32 in number, drew up and signed two peti- 
tioii^ one to the parliament, the other to the admiralty. Both 
petitions were couched in respectful language. That to the ad« 
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miralty, which was the fullest, prayed, that the wages of the sea- 
men should be increased ; tliat their provisions should be raised 
to the weight of 16 ounces to the pound,* and be of a better 

auuhty ; that their measures should be the same as those used in 
le commercial trade; Uiat vegetables, instead of flour, should 
be senred with fresh beef; that the sick should be better attended 
to, and their necessaries not be embezzled ; and that the men micrht 
Have, on i etuniing from sea, a short leave to visit their familfes. 

Un the 18th a committee of the board of admiralty, consisting 
ot Lord Spencer and Lord Arden, Rear-admiral Young, and 
Mr. Marsden, the second secretary, arrived at Portsmouth; and, 
m answer to the petition of the seamen, declared, that the board 
would recommend the king to propose to i^ailiament an increase 
Of their ^wagcs m the loilowing proportions: four shillin"-s per 
month, in addition, to the wages of petty-ollicers and se'^amen, 
tnree, to the wages of ordinaiY seamen, and two, to the wages of 
landmen; and tliat the board had resolved, that seamen, wounded 
in action, should be continued in pay until their wounds were 
iiealed, or, until, being declared unserviceable, they should be 
pensioned, or received into Greenwich hospital. 

10 this, on the following day, the seamen, throuoh their dele- 
^tes, transniitted a reply, urging, that there never existed more 
.than two orders of men in the navy, able and ordinurv, and that, 
tberefore, the distinction between ordinary and landmen was 
new; and humbly proposing, that the old regulations should 
be adhered to, that the wa^es of able seamen shonld be 
raised to one shilling a day, and the wages of petty-officers and 
ordinary seamen in the same proportion, and that the marines, 
while serving on board, shonld have their pay augmented in the 
same proportion as that of ordniury seamen ; and further, that 
tfte Ijreenwich j>ension should be raised to ten pounds per annum; 
ttiat, to maintain the additional fund, every merchant-seamau 
aliould thereafter pa^ one shilling instead of sixpence a mouth, 
and that the regulation should extend to the seamen of the East 
India company. The seamen thenrepeated their former demands, » 
lor an increased weight and measure, and an improved quality, 
ot provisions, and for a supply of vegetables, instead of flour, 
with fresh beef; concluding with a declaration that, until their 
grievances, includmg those of particular ships, should be re- 
dressed, and an act of indemnity passed, they were determined 
not to hift an anchor. 

On the next day, the 20th, the admiralty-committee sent, 
through Lord Bridport, a letter to the seamen, agreeing to the 
increase of wages demanded, and to the full weight andmeasnre 

Ti'o.!;™^*/^'*^-' f^°f^'"g,t? ^ government regnlation, was not more 
tn^^r*^ regaining two being retained by the pu«er, to allow for 
waste, leakage &r. A similar reduction occurred in the menuns ; and Che 
purser received no other pay tlrnn the diffefl»ce, if aiiy, between tb^ red wd 
the amuned loss by waste, leakage, &c. -w^wcwi wv rau 



Digitized by Google 



1797. MUTINY AT SPITHEAD. 



25 



of provisions, and promising pardon, but taking no notice of any 
jnciease in the Greenwich pensions, or any additional allowance * 
of Tegetables when in port On the same, or the following day, the 

seamen returned a reply, expressing, in very grateful terms, their 
thanks for what had been granted them, but persisting to declare 
that, until the flour in port should be removed, the vegetables 
and pensions augmented, the grievances of private ships redressed, 
an act of parliament passed, and the kmg's pardon to tlie whole 
fleet granted, the men would not lift an anchor ; unless, indeed, 
as had been always excepted, the enemy's fleet should put to sea. 

On the 21st, m the hope to remove these remaining impedi- 
ments in the way of a reconciliation. Vice-admirals Sir Alan 
Gardner and Colpoys, and Rear-admiral Pole, went on board the 
Queen-Charlotte, and had a conference with the delegates. The 
latter, however, assured the admirals that no arrangement would 
be considered as final, until sanctioned by the king and parlia- 
ment, and guaranteed by a proclamation of pardon. This bold 
avowal so incensed Admiral Gardner, that he seized one of the 
delegates by the collar, and swore he would have them all 
.hanged, together with every fifth man in the fleet 

On the return of the onended delegates to their respective 
ships, those of the Royal-George resolved to summon a meeting 
on board of their ship, and immediately hoisted the preconcertea 
signal of the red or bloody flag ; a signal which, owing to its 
usual sanguinary import, alarmed all the well-disposed in the 
fleet. Instantly, on the display of that signal, the officers of the 
Royal George, ashamed to see it flying with Lord Bridport's 
flag, hauled down the latter. The seamen of the fleet now pro- 
ceeded to load all their ffuns ; ordered watches to be kept, the 
same as at sea, and put tneir ships in a complete state of defence. 
They also prevented their officers from g<»ng on shore; but, 
beyond that, neither oiSered any violence, nor put any constraint 
upon them. 

On the 22d, having become somewhat' pacified, the seamen 
caused two letters to be written ; one to tlie lords of the ad- 
miralty, in which they stated the cause of their conduct on the 
two preceding days ; the other to Lord Bridport, in which they 
styled him their father and friend, and disclaimed offering him 
any intentional oBence. This induced Lord B rid port on the 
foil [owing day, the 23d, to go on board the Royal-George, the 
crew of which immediately rehoisted his flag. The admiral, 
then, at the close of an energetic address, informed the men that 
he had brought with him a redress of all their grievances, and 
the king's pardon for the ofienders. After a short deliberation, 

. these oBen were accepted, and every man returned with cheer> 
fuhiess to his duty. 

All disputes were now considered as settled, and the fleet 
dropped down to St.-Uelen^s, except the London, Minotaur, and 

. Uarlborough. The crews of the two latter refused to go to sea 
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under their present officers, and the London had been directed 
to remain m oompmiy with them, to affoid to Yioo-iiteind 06l« 
poys m opportunity of ezertiDg his inflM&oe hi restoring tht 
disobedient ships' compsnies to a sense of their duty. We 
omitted to state, that on ike second day of the mutiny, "when the 
boats of the Royal-George and Queen-Charlotte were visiting the 
different ships, Vice-admiral Colpoys refused to allow the dele- 
gates to come on board the London, telling them it was their 
duty to wait until the board of admiralty had decided upon 
their complaints. In the mean while the crew of the London 
were enoomraging the delegates to enter the ship ; but, as the 
anrines had not yet been seduced from Hieir duty, that oooU 
have been successfully opposed, if an officer had not just tim 
arrived from Lord Bridport, directing the vice-admiral to peniit 
tile boats' crews to come on board. 

A foul wind untoitunately detained the ships at St.-Helen's 
until the morning of the 7th of May ; w lien, having just received 
intelligence tliat the French fleet had dropped mto the outer 
harbour of Brest preparatory to sailing, Lora Uridport made the 
signal to weigh and pat to sea; bat which signal tmrv ship in 
the fleety as on the loth of the preceding month, nSheiea to oo^. 
As a reason for this second act of disobedienee^ tiie seamen 
alleged the silence that government had observed respecting their 
complaints ; by which they were led to suspect that the promised 
redress of grievances would be withheld. This idea was forcibly 
impressed on the minds of the seamen, by the contents of some 
seditious hand -bills, which had been extensively circulated 
throughout the fleet. 

At about I p. M. it was discorered on board the London tft 
Spithead, that boats were pulling to and fro amon^ the ships it 
8t.*Uelen'8y and that yard -ropes were reeved m the ssma 
manner as on the 17th of the preceding month. Convinced 
that a renewal of the mutiny had taken place, Vice-admiral 
Colpoys addressed the crew of the London, and asked them if 
they had any grievances remaining. They replied, they had not. 
He then, as a measure of security, ordered the seamen below, 
and the officers and marines to arm themselyes. .On obserraig 
the boats of the delegates from the fleet at St-^Helen's approaclK 
ing the Marlborough, the London's people below began to un- 
lash the second-deck gonSj and to point them aft and up the 
hatchways. The officers were immediately ordered by the vice- 
admiral to fire on those that were forcing their way on deck. 
This was done ; and five men were mortally, and six others 
badly wounded. The marines throwing down their arms, the 
seamen now rushed in crowds up the hatchways ; and the incfr- 
admiral, unwilling to spill more blood where no good could 
■rise, ordered the officers to cease firing. 

The seamen now called for and seized the first lieutenant, Mr. 
Peter Turner Bover, and were proceeding to hang him, when 
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Vice-admiral Colpoy?, interfering, told them that Lieutenant 
3over had acted in conformity to his, the Vice-admiral's, orders, 
grounded upon instructions received from the admiralty. These 
Mtraetioiis tlM iesmen, whom the delmles (torn tiie fleet hed 
Mw jobedy demanded and obtiiiied. They then ordered Vice- 
vdmiral Colpo^y Oaptmn Edward Griffith^ and the whole of the 
officers, to tneir respective cabins. Matters remaiiied in this un- 
happy state until the 11th, when the crew of the London 
expressed a wish that their admiral and captain should j;o on 
;shore. Vice-admiral Colpoys and Captain Griffith accordingly 
'did 60, accompanied by the Reverend Samuel Cole, the ship s 
chapUun. 

Doling these four days of renewed dieeontent, many captahis 
'ttid other offioersy whose general conduct on hoard their ships 
ffV of an oppressive nature, or deemed so, were unceremoniously 
^aned on snore. At length, on the 1 4th, Lord Howe arrived 
from London, with plenary powei*s to settle all matters in dis- 
pute ; brining with him an act of parliament, which had been 
passed on the 9th, agreeably to the wishes of the seamen ; also 
a proclamation, granting the king's pardon to all who should 
inmefiately retam to thdr duty. 

On the iGdi the dele^tes from the several ships landed at 
PMmnouth, and proceeded to the sovemor's house ; whenoey 
after partaking of some rcfresbmencty "uiey marched in procession 
to the sally-port, and there, accompanied by Lord and Lady 
Howe, and several officers and persons of distinction, embarked 
on board the men-of-war's bars^cs. Having visited the ships at 
"St.-Helen's, the party proceeded to Spithead, where the squadron 
under Rear-admiral Sir Roger Curtis had just anchored from a 
--enoK, The seamen of tiie latter had manifested symptoma of 
disaffection ; bnt, on a representation of what had taken place, 
they became reooiiciled to their officers. At 7 p. m. the boats 
returned to Portsmouth^ and the delegates canied Lord Howe 
m their shoulders to the governor's house. 

Of the officers that had been turned on shore by the seamen, 
some were racalled, and nearly the whole of the remainder tacitly 
received back. A few of the captains, however, refused to re- 
■mne the command of their ships, and were, in rcMaenaeiice, 
superseded by others. Afiain hems anucably adj usted, tne flag 
of dimfieelion was stmck ; and on the snoceedinv day, the 16th, 
mt 10 AM,, Lord Bridport, with his fleet amounting to 15 sail of 
Ae fine, cot vnder way, but, the wind suddenly veering to the 
"Boirthwara, again came to an anchor. On the morning of the 
17th the fleet again weighed ; and, although the wmd was 
extremely scant, got round the ledge before noon, and iinally 
to sea. 

On mnving off Brest, the admiral found the French fleet in 
porty and likely to remain there. In consequence of this, the 
Chumil fleet, worn aogmented to 21 lafl of the Ime, contmoed 
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its cruise to the westward, Sir Edward Pellew, with the Inde* 
latiEabie^ and two or three other iiigatesy being left cmising off 
theliarboar. By way of preventing Sir Edward from repeating 
liis reconnoitring visits to the port, tlie admiral in Brest had 
ordered Commodore Ganteaume, with the Mont- Blanc 74, 
Brave rase, 40-fi:im friciates Romaine and Immortalite, 36-gua 
frigates Prccieuse and Coquillo, corvette Levrette, and three 
anned luggers, to ouit the harbour and lay at sins^le anchor in 
Bertheaume bay. By this French squadron the Indefatigable 
and her c<nisort8 were ftequently chased, but not to any distance ; 
nor can we find that any shots were ever exchanged. The French 
accounts tell us, however, that M. Gbnteaume got praised by 
the directory for having had several engagements with the 
enemy's light squadrons, commanded by Sir John Borlase War- 
ren and Sir Edward Pel lew ; whom he is represented to have 
chased from the coast^ and thereby to have favoured the arrival 
of several convoys.* 

Lord Brid^rt had been ordered, very properly in the present 
posture of affairs, to keep as much at sea as possible. Hence, 
during the summer months, the fleet returned to port, only to 
refit or rcvictual, and then was presently out again. The sea- 
men of the fleet, with very few exceptions, obeyed their officers, 
and conducted themselves with propriety. But, at Plymouth, 
the men belonging to most of tlie ships evinced a mutinous 
<lisposition, and, in some instances, proceeded to a great length. 
Finally, however, the seamen at this port became satisfied with 
the terms that had been accepted by their brethren at Ports- 
mouth, and tranquillity was restored. The inactiTe state of the 
Brest fleet, during the remainder of this year, afforded to the 
seamen belonging to the Channel fleet no opportunity of evinc- 
ing, liow little their loyalty and courage had been affected by 
the recent unhappy events. 

The fact that, in the latter end of June, owing to the junction 
of the ships from Loricnt and Rochefort, and the great exertions 
of the French minister of marine, Truguet, there were at anchor 
in the road of Brest 19 full-armed sail of the line, besides a great 
many o^ers armed en flfite for the reception of troops, renders it 
«ztraorduiary that no effort should have been made to get the 
Brest fleet to sea; especially, when it was the intention of the 
French government, by the aid of the Dutch fleet, and more than 
treble the quantity of troops they had previously employed, to 
attempt, a second time, the invasion of Ireland. General Hoche, 
who was again to be the commander-in-chief, had gone to Hol- 
land to inspect Admiral De Winter's fleet lying in the Texel, as 
well as the troops under General JDaendels, that were to embark 
on board of it. He had also obtained from the chiefs of the 
Batairiaa republic fiinds, sufficient not only to pay the troops, 

* Victoini flt ConquAtci^ (Moe viiiq p. Sfiffb 
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but to enable him to transmit a considerable sum of money to 
M. Truguety to be applied as an adYance to the seamen of the 
Brest fleet. Nothing more, in short, was re^uiredy than to em- 
bark the troops and set sail, each fleet from its respective port; 
when a convulsion at Paris marred all. 

Without going into particulars, we need only state, that the 
executive directory and legislative body quarrelled ; and that 
the latter, gaining the ascendancy, felt itself bound, regardless 
of consequences, to undo all that had been done by the former. 
On the lt>th of July the able minister of marine, Vice-admiral 
Tmguet, was removedi and his place filled by M. Pl^viUe-UK 
Pel^y a man who at least had the modesty to own, that he was 
ignonint of the duties of his office. By the directions of his 
masterSy the new minister disarmed the jBrest fleet, discharged 
the seamen, and actually sold by public auction several frigates 
and corvettes belonging to the rej)ublic. This blight upon the 
French marine lusted until the directory, on the 4th of Septem- 
ber, regained their influence in the state. An order now issued 
to re-arm all the ships ; but, as Fresh seamen were to be raised^ 
and ^ ships sold to private individuals purchased back, much 
time elapsed, and an enormous expense was incurred, before the 
Brest fleet could be restored to the state in which it was on the 
1st of July. Ere the utmost exertions of the French govern- 
ment could accomplish that object, the year 1797 had run 
itself out. 

The year, however, had not passed away without a second 
effort on the part of Great Britain to obtain for Europe the 
blessinea of peace. On the 30th of May Lord Malmesbury 
proceeded for that purpose to lisle, but, after a negotiation 
purposely protracted by the French directory, returned home 
on the 20tii of September without having succeeded iif his 
mission. 

At the close of the preceding year, we left the Spanish fleet 
in Carthatz;ena, and Admiral Sir John Jervis at anchor in the 
Tagus with 11 sail of the line, exclusive of one 80-gun ship, the 
Gibraltar, bound to Plymouth for repairs, one 74, the Zealous, 
imdergoing a repair at Lisbon^ ana one 64^ the St-Albans^ 
waiting to proceed to England with convoy. 

On the 18th of January the British admiral stood for the 
mouth of the river with his 1 1 line-of-battle ships, having, for his 
first object, the escort of some Brazil merchantmen and Por- 
tuguese men-of-war to a safe latitude, and, for his next, a junc- 
tion with the long-expected reinforcement from England at tlie 
appointed rendezvous oil Cape St.-Vincent. 

Uomparativelv small as Sir John^s force was, a new, or rather 
the repetition of an old, disaster reduced it still more. At 7 h» 
30 m. p. M. the 98-gun ship St.-Georc;e, Captain Shuldham 
Peard, having previously run foul of a Portuguese frigate and 
earned away the letter's jib-boom and fore tc^tgallantmast, got 
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imj haid, tke tUler was broken and the nrfdef nnriiipyrf, Thii 
St.-Greorge*s fore and mizen nift wm now eat away to eaiai 

her; but, notwithstanding every exertion on the part of het 
officers and crew, the St.-Georo:e remained aground until the 
evening of the 20th; when, chiefly bv the aid of the St-Albans, 
she again got afloat, and was obliged, of course, to return to 
Lisbon to repair. VV'ith his remaining 10 sail, the BiitisJi 
niiral prooaeoed to sea, acoonmaaied riiilin^aaaii can*i]ft 
On the M of Febroaryy wmle Sir Jdo^ kamng pnted fiom 
the Portogaese ships, was on his return to Ua atBtirm off Cape 
St-Vincent, the five sail of the hne* and one frigate, whick 
had been detached to him from ihn Cliaimcl fleet, effected their 
j unction. Thus reinforced, tha admuai had under ilia command 
the 



100 



fTietoiy . . 



Barfleur . • 



98 i 



, Blenheim 
90 Namnr . 



Goliath . 

Excellent 
Orion 



74 < 



* Egmont . 
Culloden 
.Irresistible 
64 Diadem . 



Admiral (b.) Sir John Jerrts, IL B. 
Captain ikobere CaMtt; 

„ George Grey. 
Vicc-oilm. (b.) Cliarles ThoD^Mtti 
Captain Thomas Foley. 
TicMbn. (b.) die Ron. Wm, 
Captain .Tani«>s Richard Dacreft 
\ Rear-{idm. (r.) William I^uiker. 
\ Captaiu Julm Irwin. 

Thomas Lenox FredericL 
„ James Hawkins Wlutshed. 
( Commodore Horatio Nelson.f 
l Captain Ralph WiHettllfaiiBr. 
„ Sir Cliarles H. Knowles^ 
„ Cuthbcrt CoUingwooi 
„ Sir James Saumarez. 
w George Mum^. 
„ John Sutton. 
„ Thomas Troubridge. 
Giiorge Martin. 
George Heoiy Tonvy. 



The frigates, by the time some had joined and others parted 
company, fenainied as lolkywa : 



88 Minei^ * • « 

C Lively . . , 
88 ] Niger . . . 
( SouUiampton . 
( Boane-GStofsnoe 
( Raven • . , 
Fox .... 



Sips 
Cut, 



Captain George Cockbum. 

ff Lofd Gailica. 

„ Edwnrd James Footeii 

w James Mamamaai. 

» Chariea Lindsaf. 

„ William Prowse. 
Lieutenant John Gibeon. 



It so happened, that the accession of these five ships did no 
more than make np the number which the admiral had wiflt 

• Seep. 42. Captain Brenton (vol. ii., p. 150) by mistake says sir. 
f Did not come on Uw<d untiiafter the Miaecw joined romfnay* 
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ymif'v^m Mthona rafj^ucatnig mmiidSAm to hat inrce;^ 

waA a sixth, in the list of senoys tuomemU that liefeU thia fleel^ 
varjr BMvly depmed him of the use of another of his ships. Early 

on the morning of the 12th, when quite dark, as the ships werei 
tacking in succession, the Colossus, keeping her wind a little 
too long, compelled the Culloden to bear up to clear her. 
The former then suddenly bore up also, and the two ships ran 
fottl of each other. To the Colossus the concussion did but 
slight injury; VMBnXy Btaving some of hec upper works, and 
carrying awayhsr fi>re topgallaataiast But the CiiUodsn. 6red 
differsntly. The knee and cheeks of her head, the hesdHrailsy 
larboard cat-head, bowsprit-cap, bumpkins, jib-boom, and fi>re 
topgallantmast were entirely canied away, and the bowsprit itself 
was badly sprung. 

This was so serious an injury, that, under any other circum- 
stances, the Culloden might with propriety have steered for the 
nearest port. But Captain Troubridge prized too highly the 
dunce of distinction likely soon to & anorded him ; and the 
CoDodeny after the partial repairs which the utmost exertions of 
her active crew comd give her, was, to the surprise of all who 
liad witnessed her appearance at daylight, reported^in the aiUr- 
aDon, again ready for service. 

Sir John Jervis, with his fifteen sail of the line, persevered in 
working up, against a strong south-east wind, to the nein;hbour- 
hood of his rendezvous ; not doubtin<^ that he should there 
a sight, or at least hear tidings, of tne Spanish fleet ; whose 
wee, he^new, could not well be less than 19, and might amount 
to 30, sail of the line. On the 13th, in the morning, the 
British frigate Minerve, Captain George Cockbnm, bearing the 
broad pendant of Commodore Nelson, and having on board Sir 
Gilbert Elliot, late Viceroy of Corsica, Lieutenant-colonel 
Drmkwater, and others of the viceroy's suite, came into the Hcet 
with the intelligence, that on the 11th, soon after quitting; Gib- 
i-altar, she had been chased by two Spanish line-ol-buttle ships, 
and that afterwards, when in the mouth of the Straits, she got 
sight of the Spanish fleet; of whose strength and probable desti- 
nation Gommodore Nelson communicateasome important info^- 
nation. 

Before sunset the signals were made for the British fleet to 
prepare for battle, and to keep in close order during the night; 
at intervals of which the signal-guns of the Spaniards were dis- 
tinctly heard. At 2h. 30 m. a. m. the Portuguese frigate Car- 
lotta, commanded by Captain Campbell (a native of Scotland, 
ne bdieve), spoke toe Victory, and gave information tiiat the 
Spanish fleet was only five li^gues to windward. While the 
m^t-glasses of the British fleet are handily about, and evefy 
•ye is straming for a glimpse of the enemy, we will endeavour to 
trace his route, from the day of his departure from port. 

The giaiul fleet of Spaui» under the commana of Admiral 
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Don Josef de Cordova by whom Admiral Langara had been 
recently superseded), in llie Santisima Trinidad ibur-dcckcr, had 
sailed from Cartbageua oq the 1st of the month. It was com- 
posed of the 



GuQ-ship 

lao SantisinuuTrinidad, 

f Concepcion, 
I CondeHle-Regla, 
/ Mezicano, 
j Principe-de-Asturias, 
I Salvador-deUMundo, 
l.Siui-Josef, 



80^ Neptuno, 

( San-Nicolas, 



Saii-Finnin, 
Saii-Fsco.-d^Paula^ . 
Sau-Genaro, 
San-IUefiuiao^ 
San-JiupNqiomaoaia 
San-Pablo, 
San-Ysidro, , 
Soberano, 
. Terrible^ 



Gun-ship 

Atalante^ 

Baliatna, 
Coii({uistador, 
Firme, 
74 <^ Glorioso, 
Oriciite, 
IV'layo, 
San- Antonio^ 
. San-Domingo, 

exclusive of twelve 34>gun frigates and one brig-corvette^ but in 

the names of which scarcely two accounts agree. 

Some gun-boats, and about 70 transports having on board two 
battalions of guards and a Swiss regiment, besides a great quan- 
tity of ammunition and other military stores, all of which they 
had brought from Barcelona and were conveying to the camp of 
San-Roque, had quitted port along with the fleet 

On the 5thy at davligbt, this numerically powerful fleet passed 
Gibraltar, and, on the afternoon of the same day the Neptuno, 
Bahama, Terrible, and the Guadalupa frigate, escorted the gun- 
boats and transports into Algesiras, where the troops and stores 
were disembarked. One or the two-deckers immediately re- 
joined the fleet ; and, in a day or two afterwards, the two other 
line-of-battle ships stood out for the same purpose, but the fleet 
had made sail. While in search of the latter, these two ships 
fell in with and chased the Minerve, as already related. 

The primary destination of the Spanish admiral was Cadiz;, 
but the strong easterly gale, which bad quickened his passa^ 
through the btraits, soon blew right in his teeth, and drove his 
ships considerably to the westward of their port. The rumour 
was, tliat this fleet, if not blockaded in Cadiz, as it no doubt 
would have been, intended afterwards, if not stopped by the way, 
to proceed to Brest, there to join the French and (if another 
stubborn if could be got over) Dutch fleets ; and Uiat then, with 
this assembled force, England was to be invaded. 

On the evening of the 13th, while still buffeting with adverse 
winds, the look-out frigates of the Spanish fleet, now consisting 
of 25 sail of the line, ll frigates, and one brig, got sight of some 
of the British ships ; but the latter, being taken for part of a 
convoy, excited very little attention. As the night advanced, the 
Spaniards busied themselves in making the most of a sudden 
favourable change of wind, and, without much regard to order^ 
were crowding sail to get near the land. 

llie morning of the l4th, that disastrous day to the Spaniards, 
broke dark and hazy upon the two fleets. The fleet of the Bri- 
tish was formed in two compact divisions, standing on the star- 
board tack with the wind at west by souths Cape St-Vinccnt 
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beaiing east by north, distant eight leagues. At about 6 h. 30 m. 
A. M. the CuUoden made the simial for five sail in the south-west 
by south ; and the frigates Lively and Niger (the latter of which 
had joined at 5 a. m., after having kept company with the Spa- 
nish fleet for some days) presently confirmed the same; adding, 
tiiut the strangers were by the wmd, on the starboard tack. The 
Bonne-Citoyenne sloop was now directed to reconnoitre. At 
8 b. 15 m. A. u. the admiral made the signal for the fleet to form 
in close order, and in a few minutes afterwards, repeated that of 
the preceding evening, to prepare for battle. 

At 9 h. 30m. a.m. the Culloden, Blenheim, and Prince-Geoi^e 
proceeded, by signal, to chase in the south by west quarter ; 
and, upon the Bonne-Citoyenne 'a signalling, at 9 h. 55 m. that 
she saw eight sail in that direction, the Irresistible, Colossus, 
and Orion were directed to add themselves to the former. At 
about 10 A. M. the chasing ships had advanced so £ir ahead, as 
to be seen, and, as we learn irom the Soanish aoeonnts, made 
out to be ships of the line, by the Spanisn reconnoitring frigates 
Santa-Catalina and Preciosa. 

It was then, and not till then, that the Spaniards recovered 
from their delusion, as to the ships in sight being part of a con- 
voy. But they fell into another. An American, who had passed 
through the British fleet on the 4th, previously to Rear-admiral 
Parker's junction, and while the Culloden was absent in chase, 
afterwards spoke the Spanish admiral, and informed him, that 
Sir John Jervis had with him, as was true enough, but nine sail 
of the line. The partial view obtained of the British fleet through 
the intervening fo^, especially before the ships had extended 
themselves into a smgle line, tended to confirm the statement ; 
and the Spaniards were in high glee at the thought of the tri- 
umphant entry they should make into the harbour of Cadiz. 

Since 9 a. m. 20 sail of the line, and 31 sail altogether, had 
been counted from the Vtctorv's mast-head. At 10 a. m. the 
Minerve made a sijgnal to nearly the same efiect At 10 h. 16 m. 
JLx. the Bonne-Citoyenne announced by signal, that 20 of the 
strange ships in the south-west by south were of the line. At 
10 b. 40 m. A. M., owing to the weather becoming more hazy. 
Captain Lindsay could discover but 16 to be of the line; but 
at 1 1 A. M. he made the signal for 25.* 

By this time the fog having cleared away, had left the two 
fleets at liberty to form an estimate, as far as counting nnmbeca 
could afford it, of their relative strength. What was the surprise 
of the Spaotaids, at semng 15^ instead of nme sail of th» tine ; 
and those 16 ships, ibrmed in two close linesy which steadily 

• So stated in the Bonne-Citoyenne's log, and except in the substitution of 
tlie Victory's for the Bonne-Citoyenne's time, in the Victoiy a 1m, and ia Sir 
John Jervis's letter ; at least in that published in tlie Londan Gazette i but 
Stated to be tweDtv^sevea'ttil of ihe line, both in what purt)orts to be a copy 
of that letter, inserted at p. 157, vol. ii. of " Brenton's Navil Histor}',-ao4ia 
the author's account of the action, as given at p. L6 1 of the time ?olume» 
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advanced to cut off the ships that, owing either to mismanage- 
ment, or a blind confidence in their numerical strength, had been 
allowed to separate from the main body. The ships of the latter, 
grouped together in what may be culled a square, were running 
under all sail, with the wind on the starboard quailer ; while the 
leewardmoBt ships were dote hauled on the eeiDe tack, etriving 
hud to efiect a junction with their companions, in time to frna- 
trate, if possible, the evident design of the British admiral. 

As, besides the object of cutting off the six detached sail of 
the line, it was now an equally important one, to be ready to 
receive tiie 19 (one with her fore topmast gone), bearing down 
from to-windward, and the advanced sinps of which, at a few 
minutes before 11a. m., began wearing and trimming in succes- 
aion on the larboard tack, the British admiral, at 11 a. m., ordered 
his fleet to fonn in line of battle ahead and astern of the Victory, 
as most convenient, and to steer south-south-west; a covne that 
kept the enemy's lee or detached division, consisting of one thie»- 
decker with a vice-admirars flag, five two-decken, and a few 
frigates, upon the lee or larboard bow. 

The advanced position of the Culloden in the morning's chase 
conferred upon her the honour of being the leading ship in the 
line about to be formed ; which line, when the whole had fallen 
into their stations, was composed of the following ships, standing 
close hauled on die starboard taek, in the order in which they 
are named : Culloden, Blenheim (rather to windward), Prino^ 
George, Orion, Colossus (to windward). Irresistible, Victofy, 
EgmoBt, Goliath, Baifleur, Britannia, l^amar. Captain, Diadem, 
iExcellent. 

Thus formed, the British fleet steered straight for the opening, 
still wide, but gradually narrowing, between the two divisions of 
the Spanish fleet : the leewardmost of which divisions, as if to 
AToid the British line in its aimroach, had just bore away to 
nearly south-east by south ; wnile the weather division, or the 
advanced portion of it, in very irregular order (several of the 
ships doubling upon each other, and some lying three abreast), 
was steering about north-north-east, with the apparent intention, 
after having passed the British line on the contrary tack, to 
round its rear, and tljereby eftect the wished-for Junction. 

At 12 h. 2ii m. a. m. the Victory and the other ships of the fleet 
hoisted their colours ; and in the next minnte the signal No. 40 
was made, to pass through the enemy's line, the British ships 
still steering at)out south-south-west, with the wind, as before, at 
west by south. About this time five out of the six line-of-battle 
ships, in the Spanish lee division, observing that the British 
admiral by keeping his w ind had no immediate design upon them, 
hauled sharp up on the starboard tack, as if inteudnig to weather 
the whole British fleet. The sixth Spamsh ship, a two-decker, 
continued under a crowd of sail steering; to the south-east, and 
disEippeand. 
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of tbe Spanish weather division, the Culloden, by signal (No. 5) 
from the admiral, commenced a cannonade with her starboard 
guns, and received a fire in return from such ships of the Spanisli 
weather division, as could open their batteries without firing into 
a friend. This engagement between the two vans, we have en 
deavoured to illustrate by the following diagma: 



^ 




About ihe tune that the British van-ship opened her fiie in 
the manner above stated, twe Spanish three-decKers and a two- 
decker, from the weather division, stood across the head of the 
British line, and joined the oue thrco, and four two deckers on 
the starboard tack ; thus augmenting the Spanish lee division 
(excluding the fugitive ship) to eight, and reducing the weather 
division to 16 sail of the line* 

At 8 »• pail iiooQ» having passed the atemmostof the Spanish 
weadwr abtpa, the Cullodeti, by signal No. 80, tacked, and in 
six minutes was followed by the Blenheim, who, like her leader, 
had been distantly encraged on the starboard side. In ten 
minutes afterwards the Prince-George tacked, but had fullon so 
much to leeward as to point nearly towards the centre of tiie re- 
mainder of her fleet, as it kept advancing on the starboard tack. 
A little before the Prince-George tacked, the Spanish lee division, 
as if it had received some directions from the two three, and one 
two decker that were then iimung it torn to*windward, and 
which we take to hafo been the Piin€ipe-d»-A8taria8, Conde-de- 

d2 
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Regla, and Oriente, put about on the larboard tack, and stood 
aftor tiie Prince-Geoi^e, or rather, towatds the head of that part 
of the British line still oa. the starboard tack. 

The Orion tacked* next in succession to the Prince-Geoi^e ; 
and the Colossus, as soon as she had arrived in the wake of the 
former, prepared to do the same, but, while in stays, had her fore 
yard and fbretopsail yard shot away in the slings, and her fore 
topmast shot away a little above the cap. Thus disabled from 
tacking, the Colossus was obliged to wear, and, just, as she had 
^ot her head to the eastward, was menaced with a raking broad- 
side from the leading three-decker of the Spanish lee division. 
This manifestation of an attack upon her disabled companion, 
induced the Orion, in a very gallant manner, to back her main 
topsail and lay by to cover ner. The Spanish ship, however, 
made no such attack, and the Orion pressed on to the assistance 
of the van ; the ships of which had been directed, by signal 
No. 34, to alter course a point to starboard, and directly alter- 
wards, by No. 40, to pass through the enemy's line. 

The four next British ship, coming up in line on the ttai^ 
board tack, were the Irresistiole, Victory, Egmont, and GoUatb. 
The first of these, having fired her starboard guns at the enemy's 
weather division, became exposed to the successive fire of tne 
two leading three-deckers of the lee division. After discharging 
three or four broadsides in return, the Irresistible stood on a 
little, and then tacked to support the van. 

Meditating, now, a bold manceuvre, the Spanish vice-admiral 
steered to cut the British line ahead m the oonunander-nHchief ; 
• but the Victoty was too rapid in her advance, and forced the 
Spanish three-decker to tack close under her lee ; raking her, 
wnile in stays, with destructive effect. This three-decker, which 
was, we behcve, the Princi|)e-de-Asturias, now bore up, in utter 
confusion ; as, after exchanging a few broadsides with the Eg- 
mont and Goliath in passing, did the second three-decker, fol- 
lowed by all the six remainintr ships of the lee division, except 
the Oriente: which ship gallantly kept on upon the laiboaid 
tack, and, passing to leeward of the British hne nnobeerved ia 
the smoke, succeeded, after the exchan^ of a few shot widithar 
Lively and one or two of the oAer Bntish frigates in the nar^ 
in jomins: her van. Tins interesting period of the action, we 
have endeavoured to render moce^ intelligible by the following 
diagram : 
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At about 1 b. p. M just as the rearmost ship of that part of 
the British line, which was still on the starhoud tack, had ad- 
vanced 80 for idieady as to leave an open sea to leeward of the 

Spanish weather division, then passing in the contrary direction, 
the advanced ships of the latter, as the last effort to join their 
lee division, bore up together. Scarcely was the movement 
made, ere it caught the attention of one, who was as quick in 
foreseeing the conse(;[uences of its success, as he was ready, in 
obedience to the spirit, if not the letter, of a sienal just made, 
in devising the means for its fiiilure. That signal (No. 41) had 
been hoisted on hoard the Victory at 51 m. past noon, and di- 
rected the ships of the fleet "to take smtahle stations for 
mutual support, and engage the enemy, as coming up in suc- 
cession."* 

Commodore Nelson, accordingly, directed Captain Miller to 
wear the Captain. The latter was soon round ; and, passing 
between the Diadem and Eicellenti ran athwart the bows^ of 
the Spanish ships as lar as the dxth from the rear, reckoning 
the outside or leeward most ships. The sixth or most advanced 
ship was known, from her four tiers of ports, to be the Sanr 
tisima-Trinidad ; and four of the remaining five ships were the 
San-Josef, Salvador-del-Mundo, (three-deckers,) San-Nicolas, 
and San-Ysidro. The fifth ship was a three-decker, and, we 
belie?e, the Mexicano ; but the exact stations of any of these 

* That die Ospli^n wore out oftheUoe hi comoliaiioewidi any signal is, w» 
know, contrary to received opiitina ; but the following stands as an entry in 
the log-book of a flag-ship tiu'ii at no great distance from her. " At 1, Sir 
John Jervis made tlie signal for the English fleet to form line as most convenient* 
On this, the Captain pressed all sail from her station of sailing, and stood on 
and fell into our van ahead of us." Although tlie signal here specified was No. 
31 instead of 41, there is every reason to suppose that the latter, the first sinial 
not having been made since 11 a. m., was the signal to wfaidi the entrjrhad 
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ships we are unable to state. Indeed, all the Spanish ships were 
huddled together in a very irrcfxular manner, in some cases three 
or four deep, and must have sutiered gieatly, as their disabled 
appeamnce soon testifiei^ not only from tlie fire of their op- 
ponents, but from the fire of each other. 

At about 1 h. 30 m. the Captain opened her fire npoa the 
Santisima-Trinidad and the ships near her; with the reaimost 
of which the Culloden, about ten minutes before, had recom- 
menced firing. Frustrated thus by the spirited conduct of the 
Captain and Culloden, and seeing the near approach of the 
Blenheim, Prince-George, and other ships, the Spanish admiral 
gave up the design of running to leeward ot the British iieet, 
and, making the signal to that efi'ect, hauled up on the larboard 
tack. 

At about 2 p. M. the Culloden had stretched so far ahead, as 
to cover the Captain from the heavy fire poured upon her by the 
Spanish four-decker and her companion, as they nauled up and 
brought their broadsides to bear. Of the respite thus afforded 
to her, the Captain took immediate advantage ; replenishing her 
lockers with shot, and splicing and repairing her running rig- 
ging. Shortly afterwards the Blenheim, passing also to wind- 
ward of the Captam, afforded her a second respite, which was 
taken advantage of as before. The two more immediate op> 
ponents of the Captain and Culloden had been the San-Tsidro 
and Salvador-del-Mnndio : ^ese;, having almdy lost some of 
their topmasts, and being otherwise in a crippled state, the 
Blenheim, by a few of her heavy broadsides, sent sta^rgering 
astern, to be cannonaded afresix by the Prince-George^ OcioD^ 
and other advancing ships. 

The Tictoryi soon after her heavy fire upon the Spanish three- 
decker whom she had caught so opportunely ia stays under her 
lee, put about on the larl£)ard tack, and, followed by the Bar- 
flcur, Namur, Egmont, and Goliath (the two latter partially 
disabled and dropping astern), pointed to windwarci of the 
Spanish fleet. At 1 h. 5 m. p. m. Sir John directed the Mi- 
nerve, by signal, to take the disabled Colossus in tow; and at 
1 h. 19 m. p. M., arriving abreast of the Excellent, who wns in 
the rear of, what may now be called, the lee division of the 
British flee^ the Victory made the signal (No. 85), to come to 
the wind on the liBffboard tack. 

In immediate compliance with this signal, the Kcellent 
hauled sharp up, and at 2 h. 15 m., having reached a station 
ahead of the weather division, was ordered by the Victory, to 
jMiss through the enemy's hne. Such was the expression of the 
signal (No. 40), but line there was none. The Spanish fleet, indeed, 
from its increased disoixler, now evinced, more clearly than ever, 
that sauve qui pent was the only directing principle. 

At 2 h»26 m. the KTfeltent, having heen dbeoted by signal 
<No. 91) to bear np, edged away, and at 2 h. 35 m.^ aning 



Digitized by Google 



1797. 



SIR JOHN JERVIS OFF CAPE ST.-VINCENT. 



39 



abreast of the disabled Spanish three-decker Salvador-del- 
Mundo, engaged the latter upon her weather bow fur a few 
minutes; thien passed on to the next Spanish ship in succes* 
mon, the Saa-Yudio, and whose three topmasts had already 
been shot away. Tbu ship Captain Collingwood engaged 
closely on the lee beam until about 2 h. 53 m. p. m. ; when, , 
after a gallant defence in her crippled state from the fire of 
former opponent, tlie San-Ysidro hauled down the Spanish, and 
hoisted the Encilish Hag;. The Excellent, then, in obedience to 
the signal (No. G6) just made by the Prince-George and repeated 
by the Victory, hlled aud stood on, hr&t apprizing the admiral^ 
by signal No. 26^ that the San-Yttdro was not aeimied. 

Very soon after the Excellent bad quitted the Salvador-de^ 
Moado for the San-Ysidro, the Irresistible and Diadem com- 
menced an attack upon the former; the 74 stationing herself 
upon the weather bow, and the f)4 upon the lee quarter, of the 
Spanish three-<lecker, then with her fore and main topmasts gone, 
and othenvisc much disabled. At '2 h. 35 m. p. m., finding the 
shot of the Irresistible and Diadem, particularly of the latter, 
falling near and over her as she advanced to rake the Salvador, 
the Victory directed her two friends to discontinue the engage* 
ment; but ships are very apt to misunderstand, or not to see^ 
thi* signal, and, in the present instance, No. 52 required to be 
repeated three times before it was complied with. Observing the 
Victory about to pass under her stem, and that the Barfleur was 
follownig close, the Salvador-del- M undo, whose mizen topmast 
had since shared the fate of the foro and main, very judiciously 
hauled down her tiag as soon as some of the Victory's bow guus 
bma to bear upon her.* 

This .was just at 3 p. k.^ and the Diadem and Lively were im* 
mediately directed by signal to take charge of the prizes ; the 
frigate, of the San-Ysidro, and the 64, of the Salvador; but 
which latter the Diadem, by signal, afterwards resigned to 
tlie Bonn&-Citoyenne» in order to attend upon the disabled. 
Captain. 

At about .3 h. 15 m. p. m. the Excellent, whom we left stand- 
ing on from her prize, the San-Ysidro, to seek a fresh opponent 
■Mowg the flying Spaniarda ahead, came to dose action with the 
60-gnn ship San-Nicolas, then witli her fore topmast gone, and 
who, until the Excellent arrived abreast of her to leeward, had 
been in hot action with the Captain. Passing within ten feet 
of the San-Nicolas' s starboard side, the Excellent poured in a 
destructive fire^ and* in compliance with the signal then flyings 

* Relying upon the published accountd, wc formerl)' stated, tliat the Victory 
poared in a de^ractiTe fire ; but not a word appears ui the Victoiy's log of her 

naving fired at Jill at the Sah-ador-del-Mundo, and inaiiy ])i i-s<)iis prc^icnt in the 
action are still of opinion that she did not. Yet the fact h.i-s been very diflfer- 
cntly reprei»ented. See Colonel Drinkwaler's Narrative, p. 17 ; Manhall, vol* 
U p>8e I and Dwfi, .vol* p. t54« 
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to fill and stand on, made sail ahead. In luffing up to avoid 
Captain CoUingwood's salute, the San-Nicolas ran ibul of the 
San-Josef, whose misenmast had already been shot away, and 
who had received considerable other damage, by the well-di- 
rected fire in succession of the Captain, CuUodeny Blenbeiniy 
and Prince-George, of the latter in particular. 

As sooij as the Excellent was sufficiently advanced to be clear 
of her, the Captain hiflfed up as close to the wind as her shat- 
tered coiKlition would admit; when her fore topmast, which had 
already been severely shot through, fell over the side. In this 
unmanageable state, with her uMied shot away, and all her 
sails, shrouds, and running rigging, more or less cut; with the 
Blenheim ahead, and the CuUoden crippled astern, no alter- 
native remained but to board the Spanish two-decker. As a 
well-judged preparative, the Captain reopened, within less than 
20 yards, her larboard broadside, the heavy fire from which the 
San-Nicolas returned with spirit for several minutes; when the 
Captain suddenly put her helm a-starboard, and, on coming to, 
hooked with her larboard cat-head the starboard quarter-caUery 
of the San-Nicolas, and with her spritsail yard the utter^a 
mizen rigging. We prefer giving what immediately ensued in 
the words of Commodore Nelson himself. "The soldiers of 
the 69th," he says, "with an alacrity which will ever do them 
credit, and Lieutenant Pearson, of the same regiment, were 
almost the foremost on this service. The first man who jumped 
into the enemy's mizen chains, was Captain Berry, late my nrst 
lieutenant : (Captain Miller was in the very act of going also, 
but I directed him to remain;) he was supported fioBH our 
spritsail yard, which hooked in the misen-riggmg. A soldier of 
the 69th regiment havine hroke the upper quarter-gallery win- 
dow, I jumped in myself and was followed by others as fast as 
possible. I found the cabin-dcors fastened : and some Spanish 
officers fired their pistols : but, having broke open the doors, the 
soldiers fired ; and the Spanish brigadier (commodore with a 
distinguishing pendant) fell, as retreating to the quarterdeck. I 
pushed immeaiately onwaids for the quarterdeck ; where I 
found Captain Berry in possessioD of the poop, and the Spanish 
ensign hauline down. I passed with my people and Lieutenant 
Pearson, on the larboard gangway, to the lorecai^; where I met 
two or three Spanish officers, prisoners to my seamen : they 
delivered me their swords. A fire of pistols, or muskets, open- 
ing from the admiral's stern-gallery, ot the San- Josef, I directed 
tlie soldiers to fire into her stem; and, calling to Captain Miller, 
ordered him to send more men into the San-I^icolas ; and directed 
my people to board the first-rate, which wasdooft in an instant. 
Captain Berry assisting me into the main chams. At this mo- 
ment, a Spanish officer looked over the quarterdeck rail, and 
said they surrendered. From this most welcome intelligence, it 
was not long before I was on the quarterdeck ; where the Spanish 
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eaptahiy with a bow, presented me his sword, and said the ad- 
miral was dying of his wounds. I asked him, on his honour, if 
the ship was surrendered. He declared slie was : on which I 
gave him my hand, and desired him to call on his officers and 
ship's company, and tell them of it; which he did: — and, on 
the quarterdeck of a Spanish first-rate, extravagant as the story 
may teem, did I receive the fiivroids of vaiiquished Spenitrda; 
which, es I received, I gave to Winiam Pearney, one of my 
baigemen; who put them, with the greatest sang-froid, under 
bis arm. I was surrounded by Captain Berry, Lieutenant 
Pearson, of the 69th regiment, John Sykes, John Thompson, 
Francis Cooke, all old Agamemnons ; and several other brave 
men, seamen and soldiers. Thus fell these ships."* 

There is, it appears, a doubt whether the San-Josef got foul 
of the San-Nicolas jnsl befine, or during, Commodore Ndson*8 
possession of the latter : at all events, it seems certain, that the 
San>Josef fell on board hy the st^m, and afterwards dropped 
broadside-to ; in which position she was boarded from the dan- 
Nicolas, as already described. But a more serious doubt attaches 
to the statement of the San-JoseTs surrender having been the 
conse(j[uence of that boarding. As far as our researches have 
gone, it appears to be clearly established, that the Prince-George 
was engajdng the San-Josci at the moment she got foul ; and 
fliat the rormer ship only suspended her fire until^ having edged 
away to leeward or the Oaptain and San-Nicolas^ she was f3>le 
to resume it ahead and clear of the Captain; that the San-Nico- 
las at this moment fired into the Prince George, who accord* 
ingly bestowed part of her return fire upon the San-Nicolas, 
and continued her fire upon both Spanish ships until, at the 
end of some minutes, hailed from the Captain, to announce that 
they had struck. 

Soon after quitting the San-Nicolas, the Excellent succeeded 
in getting close under the lee of the SantisimapTrinidad, then in 
hot action with the Blenheim, Orion, and Irresistible. At the 
end of an hour this firar-decked ship, whose foie and misen masts 
had been shot away, and whose damages, in sails, rigging, and 
hull, were conspicuous to all her antagonists, dropped, we will 
not say hauled down her colours. One might conjecture that 
they merely disappeared when the mizenmast fell ; but, accord- 
ing to an entry m the Orion's log, the ship actually hoisted 
English colours in Uea of them. The SantisimarTrimdad had 
undoubtedly sufiered enough, especially from the Blenheim, who 
had engaged her closely for some time, to vender snchastep no 
way discreditable to her. 

At this crisis in the fate of Admiral Cordova's ship,t two of 

the van-ships, having wore, were advancing to her support ; two 

» 

• Naval Chronicle, vol. li. p. 500. 

fit appears, however, that, like the French admiralab be had emba r ked on 
board a frigate. 
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fresli ships, under a crowd of sail (two of the three which had 
previously been detached to Algesiras*), were coming down from 
the west-sou til- west ; and the lee division of seveQ sail of the 
line^t well fonnedi and including amone them three thiee-deck- 
m, havingmade a good stretch to windward on the atarboaid 
tacky were approaching on the opposite or larboard one, from the 
southward. These 11 shipsy fest-Kdofling round the yielding;^ if 
not already iumndered foaiHlecker» saved her from tarther okh 
lestation. 

It was about 3 h. 52 m. when the Victory, then on the star- 
board tack, observing the approach of those fresh ships, made the 
signal for the fleet to prepare to bring to, in order to be ready to 
cover the prises and disabled BritiBh ships. At 4 h. 16 obl a sig^ 
sal was imde for the frigates to take the prizes in tow, and at 
4h. 39 m. for the ships of the fleet to form m dose lina ahsad m 
the wake of the Vietory; At about 4 h. 50as* P.x. theBntaBnia, 
who, from her slow sailing:, had hitherto possosscd no chance of 
getting into action, happening; to lie in the way of the Spanish 
lee division in its approach to succour the Santisima-Trinidad, 
became exposed to a few comparatively harmless broadsides ; 
which the JBritannia herself, assisted hv the Orion, and one or 
two other ships, retmiied. This was tne last of tiha battle q£ 
Talentiiie'ft day ; and at 6 p. m., the British advaaced ships haiw- 
IBg previovriyy in compliance with the signal to that tfiadV 
desisted from pursuit, the firing on both sides ceased. 

The daniafTCP of the British ships, in a general point of view, 
were of very tnfling amount. The only ship dismasted was the 
Captain ; whose fore topmast, as already related, had been car- 
ciea away : her huU was also much hit. With respect to the 
CokMos^ when at I k 9Dbb»iw il, Um Miasm approidMd t» 
take her in tow, her assistance was deeUned, and, the Ibnnnr 
Wwing, by 3 p. m., with ereditsMe m1 and ahftcrity, got up a 
topsail yard for a fan yard, and set upon it a treble-reefed toss 
topsail, Captain Murray felt little inclined to have the Colossus 
considered as a disabled ship. T!ie EoTnont had received one 
shot through the main, and another through the mizeii mast; 
and the Goliath, a shot through her foremast: in both cases from 
the two three-deckers belonging to the enemy's lee division. 

The Cnlloden had her ma and main nasts, maiii topomslv 
seTcial other 8pan» and the chief of her rigging and sails dwt 
throngh. Her boats had been cut to pieces ; her hull was also 
pierced with shot* both above and below water, and the ship, in 
Confiequence, was very leaky. She had likewise one carronade, 
and two lower and two seconddeck fruns dismounted. If we add 
to all this the damage she had previously sustained by running 
foul of the Colossus, the Culloden's state after the action may be 
pronounced to have been the worst in the fleet. 

* St>e p. 32. The Guadalupa frioBte liad Joined about an hour before, 
f Log of Souttiampton ; thus CMilnniDgoiirsoooiioC. 
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The Blenheim also was much cut up. Ml her inasts, yards, 
and bowsprit were more or less wounded. She had received 106 
round shot in the holly many of them near the water's edge ; and 
her two foremost ports on the larboard side were knocked into 
one. Nor will this account of her damage be considered extra- 
ordinary, when it is known that, at one time during the action, 
she had five Spanish ships upon her at once , a three-decker on 
her larboard bow, two two-deckers astern, the four decker close 
<m herla iM wi htamt lai > aecoDd thie»deektr onhw larhoatd 
quarter. 

The leas sustaiaedby the Biitieh was comparatively of no great 
amount, and fell, except in tlie cases of the Egmont and Colossus, 
where the damaees were the heaviest. The Egmont had not a 
man hurt. The Ijritannia had one seaman, the Diadem, one 
seaman and one soldier, the Colossus, four seamen and one ma- 
rine, the Bartleur, seven seamen, the Goliath, tour seamen and 
foor mafines, and the Oiion, one midshtpman (Thomas Mansel), 
n ssamca, and two meiines wenaMU The Victory had am 
— kiUed, and two seamen and thme marines wounded ; the 
Namnr, two seamen killed and five wounded ; and the Pnnis»- 
Creorge, seven seamen and one marine killed, and seven seamen 
wounded. The Irresistible (on board of which ship at 5 P. nr. 
Commodore Nelson shifted his broad pendant), had one sergeant 
of marines and four seamen killed, one lieutenant (Andrew 
Thompson), one midshipman (William Balibur), one master's 
male (Hugh W^muoa), 10 seamttiy and eaa marine woonded* 
The EausBeiit, her boatswain (Peter PeftnXeight seanea^and 
tao marines lulled, onemastei^smofee(Ed ward Augustus Down), 
ame seamen, and two marines wounded. The Culloden, one 
lieutenant of marines (Creorge A. Livingstone), seven seamen, 
and two marines killed, 39 seamen and eight marines wounded. 
The Blenheim, 10 seamen and two soldiers killed, one lieutenant 
(Edward Libby), one master's mate Joseph Wixon, since dead), 
her boatswain (James Peacock), 39 seamen and mwrn wddmm 
woanded. The Captain^ one major of nyarinss (WilUam Noni^y 
one midshipman (James Goodench), 19 seamen, and three sol- 
diem killed, the oonunodom (by a bruise), her bnatswaka (Mr. 
Carrington), one midf^hipman (Thomas Lund), 49 seamen, and 
four soldiers weonxled ; mftlgmg a total of 73 killed, and 227 
wounded. 

The latter nnmber, however, comprised only the badly 
mounded ; a great number of whom died. In this case, conr 
traiy to what is cnaioBary, the slightly woomIm^ or those 
deemed so at fSke date of the deapaiches, weie not albwed to be 
mdaded in the retoras. One consaqnance of this was, that 
amputaliaaSit arising from mortification and other une.Kpected 
changes, were actually undergone by several, who had not been 
mturned as wounded. In comparing, therefore, the loss in this 
geaaral action with that m any other, it will be lau- to consider 
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the total of killed and wounded to hare amouDted, not to 300, 
but, at the least, to 400 men. 

According to the Spanish accounts, ten of their ships, exclu- 
sive of those captured, suffered materially in the action ; but, at 
its close, not above half the number presented any appearance of 
being crippled. The chief of these was the Santisinia-Trinidad. 
Another, probably, was the Soberano ; and the Conde-de-Regla, 
Pnncipe-ce-Asturias, and Mexicano, thfee-deckers, having been 
the nearest ships to the English line, were doubtless more or less 
damaged by the latter^s unremitting fire. 

Of the prizeSy v/e are enabled to give a somewhat more par- 
ticular account. The Salvador-del-Alundo and San-Ysidro had 
each lost all three topmasts ; the San-Josef, her mizenraast and 
main topmast; and the San-Nicolas, her fore topmast. All 
four ships had received innumerable shots in their hulls, and 
were very leaky in consequence. The San-Nicolas caught tire 
twice aflter possesnon bad been taken of her; but the CSptam's 
firemen, under tiie direetoi of Lieutenant Peter Spicer, the 
prize-mastery extinguished the flameB before they had spread to 
any injurious extent 

The loss sustained by the Santisima-Trinidad, according to 
the Spanish accounts, amounted to upwards of 200, in killed 
and wounded together. The Salvador-del-Mundo lost five 
officers, and 87 artillerists, seamen, and soldiers killed, three 
officers, and 121 artillerists, seamen, and soldiers wounded ; the 
San-Ysidro, 29, including mur officers, killed^ and 63, including 
eight officers, wounded; the San-Josef, 46, including two 
officers, killed, and 96, including five officers, woundea ; and 
the San-Nicolas, 144, including four officers, killed, and 59, 
including eight officers, woundea: making a total, on board the 
four prizes alone, of 261 killed, and 342 wounded. 

Highly to the discredit of the Spanish government, the 
medical and chirurgical chests of the surgeons were deficient of 
almost every necessary article. It was rortunate for Uie poor 
wounded men, that the British surgeons were as able, as they 
were willing, to remedy the evil. 

The addition of the loss alleged to have been sustained by 
the Santisima-Trinidad, makes a total of 803, in killed and 
wounded together. Some loss must undoubtedly have been 
sustained by three or four others of Admiral Cordova's ships ; 
and, could the whole be computed, the amount would probably 
ftll fittle short of 1000 men. Even this loss is barely adequate 
to the immense quantit3r of powder and shot reported to nave 
been expended by the principally engaged British ships. 

The Captain expended l4o, the CuUoden, 170, the Blenheim, 
180, and the Prince George, 197, barrels of powder. The 
Captain, it is further stated, expended more shot than the 
quantity usually supplied to a snip of her class; and, when 
round shot or grape were wanted for her 32-pounder carronades. 
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her seamen used seven 9-pound shot as a substitute : a dis- 
charge that, at a short distance, must have caused great 
■laughter. 

The detached and confnaed state of the Spanish fleet at the 

begbnuigof the attack, and the consequent partial and irregidar 
manner in which the ships came into action, would render unfair 
any statement of comparative force, drawn up in the usual 
manner; that is, by confronting the totals on each side. We 
shall simply state that, as the British line consisted of 15, so the 
Spanish line (if line it could ever be called) consisted, at first, 
ot 25, and afterwaids or27aail, or rather of 26, one ship havinjg, 
as already stated, fled just before the commencement of the 
engagement Those, however, who wish to see the real force of 
the opponent fleets, may ascertain, with sufficient accuracy, the 
guns and men of every British ship, by referring to her class in 
the first annual absti-act. The force of the Spanish ships of the 
three classes, \l2s, 80s, and 7 -Is, respectively, may betaken, 
upon an average, to have been the same as that of the captured 
snips; of whicn, as already has appeared, there were two beioug- 
ing to the first, and one to each oi the other classes. 

As to the 130-gttn ship, of four decks, we shall have no diffi- 
culty in showing, as near as will be necessary, what her fiuroe 
was. The Santisima-Trinidad was built at Havana in the year 
1769, as a 112-gun ship, similar to the San-Josef or Salvador- 
del-Mundo, except prooably in possessing rather more breadth 
of beam. It appears that, some time between the commence- 
ment of 1793 and the end of 1796, her quarterdeck and Ibre- 
castle were fofmed into a whole deck, bamcades built up along 
her gangways, and ports cut thioueh them, so as to make the 
total number of 8-poonders on that deck, equal in amount to the 
12s on the deck next bebw it This aecoonts for 126 guns: 
the remaining four, we may suppose, were mounted on the poop. 
The Santisima-Trinidad was therefore a flush four-decker, that 
exceeded the three-decked 1 12s in force, only by fourteen 8- 
pounders, and four pieces of a still smaller caliber. 

The following short table contains the exact force, in guns 
and men, of the four prises at the time of thdr capture: 



First or lower dtK;k. 

Second deck 

Third deck. 

<)Hieck ft forecastle 

Carriage-gun» 
Men and bojrvf'mMM 





SALVADOR- 






•AlMOtBr. 


DEL-MUNDO. 


SAMnOOtAS. 


■AM-YtmBO. 


No. Pdn. 


No. Pdn. 


No. Pdn. 


No. Pdn. 


30 long 36* 


30 long 36 


SO long 86 


28 long 24 


32 „ 18 


32 18 


32 „ 18 


30 n i8 


38 » 12 


80 „ 12 






18 « 8 


ftO « 8 


16 » 8 


18 • 8 


US 


112 


80 


74 


917 


850 


880 


m 



• Spanish caliber; see vol. i., p. 43. 

t As enumerated in the headAno&ey warrants* It is rather iiugular tiiat. 
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The most striking feature in this hic^hly important victory is 
the boldness that prompted the attack. Another commander 
might have paufed ere, with 16 sail of the line, he ran into the 
midst of 25 ; and than the aepaiafted ahina would have doaedy 
and the enemy'a hne been too compact to be attaaapted with any 
hope of success. But Sir John Jervis, relying upon the firmness 
of his band, and viewing with the eye of a practised Pcaman the 
loose and disordered state of the foe, resolved at once to profit 
by it: he ruslicd on and conquered. That, as usually asserted, 
he broke the enemy's line, cannot be said; for there was no line 
to be broken. An acknowledgment, which the gallant admiral 
hdma^ waa nmie ready to make tiian any of his commentatora; 
tor, in one of his letters relative to some oharge that had been 
made agmnat a Spaniab feaMidmiral engaged in the fleet, Sir 
John says, " I am ii^^norant in what part of the Spanish line, if it 
can be called one, ^Ioralez served.' * Sir John, in fact, chose 
the proper moment for advancing : he had a leader who knew 
not what it was to flinch or hang back ; and he had all about 
him emulous to follow the example set them by Captain Trou- 
bridge. 

On the other hand^ the my front pot on by the Britiah was 
enonf^ to sink the hearts of the Spaniards ; for it is one of the 
cbaiacteristics of true YaloDr, to daunt by its intrepidity, and to 
begin to subdue, ere it begins to combat. If the Spaniards were 
in confusion at tlie commencement, they were still more so during 
the progress, of the actiou. Their ships were so huddled toge- 
ther, that, if a shot did not strike one, it was almost sure to 
Strike another; and many of the ships were unable to fire at all, 
without firinj^ as tiiey frequently did, into their comrades. AU 
thia disorder mfnsed additional confidence into the Britiah ; and 
they "rattled throudi'' the business, more as if it were a game 
of harmless sport, than one in which the hazard thrown was for 
life or death. At length the separated divisions got toi::ether, 
and the Spanish admiral formed his ships in line. Instantly the 
British admiral assembled his scattered ships, and soon formed 
them in equal, if not better order. Each party then drew ofl*, 
the one to lament, the other to exult, over the occurrences of 
the day. 

The acknoidadgod crippled state of the Santisima-Trinidad, 
and of one or two other ships of the Spanish fleet, at the close of 

the action, renders it doubtful whether more might not have 
been done, had the British fleet continued in pursuit. Nic^ht, 
it is true, was coming on; but it was that very ni^ht which 
would have brought the two iieets nearer to an equality. The 
greater the difliculties of manoeuvring, the greater were the 

in an action about which so much lias been said and written, no account of 
the complements of the captured ships should have been published ; not tmu 
in the official letter, where the account ought to have appeared. 
• CktfkeandM'Anhiu'sLi&gf NeboQiVoLu.ip.lS, 
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chances in favour of the British ; and, with 12 ships formed as 
British ships usually are formed, it is a question whether, when 
the darkness of a February night added its lioriors to the 
destructive broadsides of a gallant and well-disciplined, though 
numerically interior enemy, the Spanish admiral would not have 
alNiBdoned the whole of me erimMcd ships to the conquerors. 

Before we take our final leave of this aotion, imputialtty 
demands from us some inquiry into the more immediate causes 
which led to the defiBst, such as it was, of an enemy, whose cha- 
racter for courage has ever been so justly extolled. One fact is 
ceilain, tiiat the crews of the Spanisli ships were the most 
worthless that can be conceived : they were composed of pressed 
landmen and soldiers of tlie new levies, with about 60, or at 
most SO, seamen to each ship. Is it neoessary to go farther ? 
Can it be surprising that "the poor panic-struck wr^tdies/' in 
the wocds of an intelligent writer,* ** when called upon to go 
aklt to repair the injured rigging, fell immediately on their 
knees, and in that posture cried out, that they preferred being 
sacrificed on the spot, to performing a duty in the execution (n 
which they considered death as inevitable ? 

Asa proof, too, of what little use their numerical superiority 
of guus was to the Spaniards, four or tive of the San-Josefs 
quartenieck guns on the triarbcord side, which was that chiefly 
engaged, weie found with their tompions in. Innumerable other 
instances might he adduced, to show that their numbtts were a 
detriment to them rather than an advantage. 

Had eight of the 25 ships, present in the morning of the 
action, been left at Carthagena, and the 600 seamen they pro- 
bably contained been substituted for twice the number of raw 
hands taken from the remaining 17 ships, the Spaniards would, 
at least, have made a better stand ; and the victory have been 
adiieved, for achieved it still would have been, at a far greater 
expense of Kves. British lives are here meant: of Spanish lives, 
inoeed, many were sacrificed^ as the returns of the lour captured 
ships fully testify. Nor must it be forgotten, how resolutely 
those ships were defended. Whatever may have been the 
quality of the crews, the courage of the officers was of the true 
Castilian etamp. It is witli these that the act of surrender 
chiefly rests. The disaffected part of the crew may aim badly, 
fire slowl]^, and even skulk from their quarterB ; but the seamen 
cannpty without open mutiny, come an and strike the colouia. 
Upon the whole, the victory off Cape 8t Vincent, although, 
from its consequences as a political event, pre-eminentlv grnt, 
from its merits as a naval combat, cannot be considered, esi>e- 
cially when the quantum of effective renstance is taken into the 
account, in an equal degree glorious. 

* Lieuteoantpcolonel Drinkwater. See his " Narrative of the proceedings 
erthe BdM JfiSl^soBHBSiMkdliyAdiDiBaSir Jciaiefi^ 
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The English accounts, official and otherwise, demand from us 
a few words. Sir John Jervis's public letter has been complained 
of for its brevity. It is, indeed, botli brief and obscure, and, 
for iStmt reaiouy of very tittle nee to the historian. Therefore^ we 
most not bear too hard upon the accounts drawn up and pub> 
lished by prifate individuals. Against Admiral Ekins, how- 
ever, we nave a complaint to make, that applies to nearly all the 
cases he records, lie suffers his reader to pore over half a 
dozen quarto pao;e8 of dry tactical matter, and to inspect an 
equal number of numerously figured plates (none of whicn are to 
be understood at a glance), merely to tell bim, that all be has 
read, and all he has looked at, is erroneooi: another account^ 
and another set of platesy are then given, entirely altering the 
features of the battle of which he is desirous to give an 
* account 

If any one was capable of doings justice to the St. Vincent 
victory, one might suppose it would be the writer who had been 
intrusted by the gallant chief witli all his memoranda respecting 
it. But we do not hesitate to say, and we appeal to facts for 
the truth of our assertion, that Captain Brenton s account of his 
patron's action is the most imperfect of any that has been pub* 
liahed. Its brevity may explain its incompleteness* but only 
renders the more extraordinary its many maocuracies. Unit 
this writer should be contented with giving a superficial account * 
is, indeed, most singular, for he actually begins by saying, 
Tlie particular details of this memorable day deserve our 
senous attention.*"* However, there is no deficiency of decla- 
mation, as the following passage will demonstrate: " From this 
day the old fashion of counting the ships of an enemy's fleet, 
and calculating the disparity of force, was entirely laid aside, 
and a new em may be said to have commenced in tne art of war 
at sea." The opponents of Sir John Jervis, it is admitted, were 
Spaniards every man of them ; and yet it is of Spaniards that 
Captain Brenton elsewhere says, " There is little credit to be 
gained in conquering such antagoni8ts.**f Where an admiral 
and a post-captain have failed, a colonel of infantry has in a 
great measure succeeded ; and this, strange to say, in drawing 
up an account of a battle at sea. For our part we cannot but 
acknowledge that, although we have discovered some errors in 
it, our difBculties have been greatly smoothed by a reference to 
Colonel Drinkwater*s pamphlet. 

During the night succeeding the action both fleets lay to 
repairing ibeir damages; and daybreak on the 15th discovered 
them on opposite tacks, each formed in line of battle ahead. 
Although possessing the weatherga^e, the Spaniards made no 
serious attempt to renew the action. We say, no serious 
attempt, because, at about 2 h. 30 m. p. m «j the Sj^anish fleet did 

t Brealoo. vol ii., p. lltt. f Ibid. p. 14S. 
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bear dawn, formed in older of baftUe, to the mimbery indading 
the crippled ships, of 21 iail of the line, besides the Santiama- 
TtuadMf at a great distance off, in tow by a frigate. No sooner, 
however, did the British fleet, with the Captain in tow, and the 
Colossus and Culloden scarcely in a state to keep the line, haul, 
its wind, than the Spaniards, very complaisantly, did the same. 
Had the latter persevered in their advance, it was the intention 
of Sir John Jervis, as given out in orders, to destroy the captured 
thipi. Fortnnaiaty & the credit of the victory^ this allema- 
tife was ool resorted to^ and the four nrizet were preserved. 

On the 16th, at about 3 p. m., the British fleet and prizes an- 
chored in Lagos bay, Portugal. Shortly afterwards Sir John 
detached Captain \ elterers Comewall Berkeley, with the 18- 
pounder frigates Emerald and Minerve, 12-pounder frij2:ate Ni- 
ger, and sloops Bonne-Citoyenne and Raven, to look after the 
Santisima-Trinidad, which, it was known, had separated from 
her fleet in tow of a frigate. 

On the 20th, at 3 p. m., Cape St-Vinoent bearing about nortb> 
nortlHwest distant 27 leagues, and the wind blowingstrong from 
the east-south-east,Hhe8e three frigates and two sloops were fortu- 
nate enough to descry the object of their pursuit in the east by 
north, under her mainsail, with a jury mizenmast, being towed 
by a frigate. A brig was also seen m company. The British 
squadron, by signal from the commodore, made sail in chase. 
Immediately on observing this, the Spanish frigate cast off the 
four decker, set all sail, and stood to the westward. At 6 b. 
30 m., by the Emerald's log, the signal was made to prepare for 
battle ; and at 6 p. m., by the log of the Minerve, the Spanish 
ship was distant from her three miles. At this time — but, lot us 
take the words from the log of the commodore's ship. " Made- 
the signal to keep sight of the enemy, or make known their mo- 
tions by day or night ; only being answered by the Minerve, 
wore ship to the northward. ' 

Soon after this extraordinary step was taken, .the British 12- 
pounder d2-gun frigate Terpsichore, Captain Richard Bowen, 
joined cmnpany. Still the heads of the British frigates were kept 
to the northward, and the Santisima-Trinidad was soon out of 
sight. Bven the Spanish fHgate effected her escape ; but not so 
the brig : the latter, at 6 A. m. on the '21st, was brought to by 
the Minerve, and proved to be a deep-laden Danish brig: from 
Barcelona to Cadiz; a prize of course, and, we believe, a valuable 
one. 

Let us see how a contem^rary handles this afihir. Captain 
Berkeley did not thmk it right to attack her (the four-dedter)^ 
and recalled Coekbum in the Minerve and Foote of the Niger, 
just as the former of these officers wasabout to brin^ her to close 
action. Captain Berkeley was much censured for bis apparent 
want of resolution, but Cockburn gave the commander-m-chief 
80 fair and impartial an account of the whole transactioo, as to 

TOL, u. B 
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oonviDce him tknt Captein BttiLtley bad. aatod with no mom 

tlmii becoming prudence. We mny liowevep be pemiitted to 
ngret that the circumstance ever happened.""* 

Coupling this apologelical account witli the cutry in the Eme- 
rald's log", as to the omiseion of a part of thesquiuiron to answer 
tlie signal to keep sight o£ the. enemy, we ate haimd to considef 
tbea mme weh-ieaaon did mince Captain Beikeley to dieeo u Uiii i a 
tlie diaae.. Why, tbeo^. did he not hnng the captaias of the Ni- 
ger, Honne-Citoyenoey and Raven, to a court-martial for iluu 
disobedience ? We are penwaded, however, that the Niger was 
as readv to attack as the Miner^e ; and we believe that the Ra- 
ven brig had just before parted company : hence, in this view of 
the case, the Bonne-Citovenne was the only ship whose com- 
mander evinced a reluctance lo unite with three frigates m keep* 
iog sight of an eaemy's crippled infeHnata. Had tbe Bmbb-Cp* 
toyeDne bean a fdgute like the Emenld oc the Minarwo> hef 
defection might have been worth counting npoa; but she was s 
ship of only 20 guns. Upon the whole, this was a sad boaiseM. 
Let us therefore hasten to relate a fact, that will operate as a fav 
better comment upon Captain Berkeley's behauaur than any: 
thing we, or any one else, can say. 

We mentioned that, towards the close of this discreditable 
rencontre, a frigate joined company. Here, even upon Captain 
Beikeley's own abowing;, waa-a ingate of eqnai finee to the one 
Gonpbined of ; and yet m effort, tluit we eandiscoviefl^ waa OMule 
to renew the pnieoit of the letieatins enemy. The Teipachoia 
aoon aflerwards parted eompany, and was cruising alone ^ wbe> 
ther with the intention, single-handed, of seeking an enemy's 
ship, which three frigates, two of them heavier than herself, had 
declined to follow, we cannot say ; but we w iW say that, if there 
was any officer in the British navy who would undertake so bold 
and peribtts an enterprise, it waa Captain Richard Bowen. 

On the 28th, at 7 p.m.. Cape Spartel beating ea8fr4iorth-eaat 
distant 23 leagues^ by accident we mnat auppoae, the very San- 
tiaima Trinidad, so avoided, as she was striving to regain the: 
coast, from which she had been driven by a gale, was fallen in 
witli by the Terpsichore. On the 1st of March, at davlitjht, the 
strange ship was descried in the east-south-east, at the distance of 
about three miles. Instantly the British fritrate cleared for ac- 
tion, and at 9 A. m. bore down towards the enemy ; whose four 
decka and dianaated stale made her known at oooe to Gaptmrn 
Bowen, as the ship from which bis friends had retreated. 

At 10 A. M. the Terpsieliore bronght to and began engaging 
the Spanish finst-rate, and so manoeuvred as to keep tokrably 
Hear of tlie broadside of the latter; who had therefore nogims but 
her ehiist rs, w herewith to requite the temerity of her pigmy foe. 
At hali-past midnight the Terpsieliore ceased hnng^ and com- 

• BmbIsd, foL iL, Ida. 
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mtnoed- making nmr mds and fitting powder, as well as repair- 
ing har runniDg rigging and sailay wnich had been mudi cut fay 

the four-decker's shot. The frigate sustained no loss ; but it was 
afterwaitis reported^ that the Santifima-Trinidad bad nine men 
killed and several wounded by the Terpsichore. 

On the 2d., at 8 a. m., the Santisima-Trinidad bore from tlm 
frigate south-west-haU-south distant about six miles, the wind 
then at north-north-east Captain Bowen continued to keep 
company with< his* opponent until noon ; when, Cape Spartel 
btaiing eofutli-^aatrhalf-aoulb distent ei^t or nine leagues, Vt 
aaili orSpanish BMicf war^part of. Admiml Condbfa^a fleets homt 
io aighti to the northward. On tlna the Terpsichore made sail in 
an opposite direction, and anchored on the 4th in Tangier bay* 
The Santisima-Trinidad afterwards put into Alcresiras ; whoio^ 
on being: partially refitted, she set sail for Cadiz, and, towards th©' 
end of the month, readied that port in safety. 01 this si)irited 
skirmish between a British 12-pounder frigate and a Spanish 
fintHrate, wa- shall say no mom than that* whether or not 
Captain Barkaley'a* condwst desarvad a coufftHnartial». Ca{itain-. 
BowenV eaBdiiet.desasved the public thaaks>af the oommandep- 
in-chief. 

While the British fleet lay at Lagos bay, the Spanish prisoners^ 
received from the four prizes, numbering about 3000, were landed; 
and, a receipt being; first given for them by the proper oflicer, 
were allowed to remain on sliore. On the 23d, after experiencing 
thfl tail oi a gale oi wind which, had it blown home, would pro- 
iNibly have forced several of the ships on shorei Sir John de- 
partod; andy in five days afterwards^ arrived in safety at Lisbon.. 
Here it was nemaiked> that the four prizes^ under their jury- 
masts, and poorly manned as they necessarily were> beat all the^ 
Ent^lish ships in workingr into tlie Tagus. 

If the inhabitants of Lisbon were unbounded, and they had 
reason to be sincere, in their con<rratulations at the victory, the 
state of general feeling, on the first promulgation of the news in 
England, the land of the conqnerora, may be readily conceived. 
Our business is merely to relatCj^ that Sir John Jervis was created 
a peer of Great Britain^ by the titles of Baron Jervis of Meaford, 
and Earl of St.- Vincent with a pension of 3000/. per annam. 
Viee-admiral Thompson and Rear-admiral William Parker were 
created baronets ; and the remaining vice-admiral was appointed » 
to a lucrative [)ost abroad. Commodore Nelson, he who in his 
own person had proved (and how often liad he proved ?) that the 
danger of a bold enterprise required only to be met to be over* 
come^ received the insignia of the Bath, and, from the city of 
london, its freedom, suitably presented. The thanks of both 
hoases of parliament were voted to the fleet ; and gold emble- 
matic medals, as on similar occasions, were distributed to all the 
flaii-ollirers and captains. When the medal was offered to 
Captain Coilingwood, he refused it until he should receive one 
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for the Ist of June, in which aetioii he deelaied he had equally 
done hie duty : the medal was accordingly sent to him, with an 

apology for its having been delayed.* 

Of toe first lieutenants of the different limHMftttle ships 
present in this action, the following, we believe, is a correct list: 
William Selby, Victory; Valentine Collard, Britannia; Joha 
Bligh, Barfleur ; Robert Campbell, Blenheim ; Robert Williams, 
Prince-Georee ; James Nash, JXamur; Edward Berry, Captain ; 
William CoUis, Goliath ; John Mortimer, Excellent ; James 
Barker, Orion; Richard Prater, Colossos; Anselm John 
Griffiths, Cnlloden; William Bemns, Irresistihle ; Geofge 
Bnidett, Egmont ; and Henry Edward Reginald Baker, Diadem. 
The whole of these, we believe, were promoted to the rank of 
commanders. If we speak doubtfully in this case, it is to be at- 
tributed to the strange custom, prevalent in those days, of 
omitting to make public the promotion of any naval officer un- 
less it be to the rank of admiral ; while an ensign, belonging to 
the most insignificant militia regiment or volunteer association in 
the kingdom, had the salisfiietion of seemff his name recorded in 
the first London Gaaette after the. date of his commission. 

The four Spanish prizes were commissioned and retained in 
service on the Lisbon station, and did not arrive at Plymouth 
until October. Only one of them, the San-Josef, became of 
any value as a cruising ship. She was built in 1783; the 
Salvador-del-Mundo, in 1787 ; the San-Nicolas, in 1769 ; and 
tlie San-Ysidro, in the year previous. The following are the 
tiie principal dimensions of the two three-deckers ; to which are 
subjoined those of the Ville-de-Paris, as the largest English- 
built ship of the period, and those of the Victory, as the largest 
English ship present in the action : 
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Having given a summary of the honours bestowed upon the 
conquerors for their victory, we will here briefly relate in what 
manner a weak government, notwithstanding it was their own 
fault in sending a fleet so badly manned to sea, punished the 
vanquished for their defeat. Don Josef de Cordova was de- 
prived of all his offices, declared incapable of ever serving in 
any rank, and prohibited from appearing at conrt, or in any of 
the chief towns of the maritime coasts. The second in com- 
mand, Count Morales de los Rios, was deprived of his nunk* 

* BrentOD, vol ii., p. 155. 
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The Captains, Don Gonzales Vallego, Don Juan de Agaiire, 
Don Josef de Torres, and Don Augustine Villavicencio, were de- 
prived of their rank ; and the latter declared incapable in future 
of holding any other. Several captains and othcers were de- 
pnved oT their offices ibr a limltea time of six, four, and two 
yeai8> according to the degree of their alleged crimiDality ; and 
several captains, lieutenantSi and ensigns were sentenced to be 
]niblicly reprimanded. 

A reinforcement from England having joined the British 
admiral, and the ships that had suffered in the action havintr re- 
paired their damages, Earl St.-Vincent, on the afternoon of the 
31st of March, quitted Lisbon in the llO-eun ship Ville-de- 
Paria^ and, with 21 sail of the line, proceeded direct for Cadiz ; 
where lay the Spanish fleet, now all assembled, and numbering, 
with the ships previously in port, 26 sail of the line. 

The British admiral continued cruising off Cadiz from the 
4th of April to the 19th of May; on which day Sir John 
anchored the fleet in such a position as eflTectually to block up 
the port. On the 29th of June the number of Spanish ships of 
the line, reported ready for sea in the harbour, was 28; all of 
which, as far as soldiers could supply the deficiency of seamen, 
were fully manned. 

With the view of provoking Admiml Massaredo to attempt 
putting to sea, and also perhaps, as a contemporary observes, " to 
employ the minds of the seamen and divert them from following 
the mischievous example of the ships in England, Earl St.- 
Vincent resolved to bombard the town of Cadiz. On the nic^ht 
of the 3d of July, every thing being in readiness, the Thunder 
bomb-vessel, Lieutenant John Gourly, covered by the gun-boats, 
launches, and barges of the fleet, under the orders of Rear- 
admiral Sir Horatio Nelson, who commanded the advanced or 
in-shore squadron, took her station near the tower of San-Se- 
bastian, and within 2500 yards of the walls of the town ; then 
containing; a garrison of upwards of 4000 men, and protected on 
the bay-side by 70 pieces of cannon and eii^ht large mortars. 
The Thunder commenced throwing her shells, with great pre- 
cision; but the large or 13^ inch mortar was soon discovered to 
have been materially injured by its former services. The safety 
of the bomb-vessel requiring uat she should be immediately 
withdrawn out of gnif-sKot, the Goliath 74, Captain Thomas 
Foley, Terpsichore frigate. Captain Richard Bowen, and Fox 
cotter, lieutenant John Gibeoii, kept under sail, to afford her 
the necessary protection. 

The retreat of the Thunder was the sigttal for a number of 
Spanish gun-boats and armed launches to sally forth, in hopes 
to capture her. These were met by a similar description of 
force, led by Rear-admiral Nelson. The Spanish commandant, 

Bramon, voL ii., p^SSl. 
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Don Miguel lyrasoiiy attempted in bis hum, with a crew of 

26 men, to carry the comparatively small boat m which the 
Bear-admiral, with 15 hands besides himself, was pushing into 
the thickest of the fire. A hand-to-hand scuffle ensued , in ^vhic]l 
both commanders took a conspicuous personal part. At length 
Don Miguel Tyras( n, having had 18 ot liis men killed, and him- 
self and all the remainder wounded, was con)pelled to surrender. 
Af^r this, the Spaniards were driven and pursued to the walls of 
Oadiz ; leaving m the posaeasion of the British two mortar-boats 
smd the commandani*8 lamieb, with several prisoners. 

The loss of the British, in this smart affair, amounted to one 
killed and 20 wounded; including, among the latter, Captain 
Thomas Franci?? Fremantle, who had accompanied Rear-admiral 
Nelsoninhisbarue,slightly,threelieuten?int?(WilliamSelby,Ville- 
de-Paris, Henry Nathaniel Rowe, Diadem, and Gregory Grant, 
Prince-George), one master's mate (Hugh Pearson, Barfleur), 
one midshipman (Robert Tooley, Prince-George), and John 
Sykesy a seaman, seyerely, in the act of defending the person of 
the Rear-admira], to whom he was cockswain. When the brave 
meets the brave, the conquered party is sure to find a eulogist. 
Hence, Sir Horatio Nelson, in his official despatch, begs to be 
permitted to express his admiration of Don Mi'j;uel Tyrason, and 
declares that the latter's resistance was such as to honour a brave 
officer. 

The night of the 5th was chosen by Rear-admiral Nelson for 
a second bombardment of Cadis. On this oeeasion three bomb- 
TesselSy the Thunder, Terror, and Btrombolo, were most judi- 
ciously placed by the master of the Ville-de-Paris, Mr. Bartho- 
lomew Jackson ; the covering ships being the Theseus 74, 
Captain Ralph Willett Miller, and the fngates Terpsichore, and 
Emerald, the latter, upon the very judicious retirement of Cap- 
tain Berkeley, now commantled by Captain John Waller. The 
bombardment produced considerable efi'ect, both in the town and 
among the bhipping : so much so, that early on the following 
snoming, to avoid a repetition of it, ten sail of tiie line, including 
the flag-ships of Admirals Massaredo and Gravina, warped wiHi 
much precipitation out of shell-range. The British and Spanish 
gun-boats encountered each other, as on the first*night. The 
loss sustained by the British, did not, however, exceed three 
seamen killed, and one ca})tain of marines (Tliomas Oldiield, 
Theseus), two lieutenants (John Collins, Victory, and John 
lloruifey. Seahorse, who greatly distinguished himself), two mid- 
shipmen (John Collier, Theseus, and John Stephenson, Auda- 
cious), and 1 1 seamen and marines wounded, * Tbe loss on the 
nart of the Spaniards was probably much greater, but could -not 
be ascertained. 

On the night of the 8th Bear-admiral Nelson meditated a 
third bombardment of tlie town, under his own immediate direc- 
tion ; but, fortunately ior the bpaniards, the wind blew so strong 
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dawn the bay, that tl^e bomb-vessels could not be got in time to 
iSkt intaiidedfoiift of sitadc Tbe moooA bmriwdment wnm 
svpnaeiitad to htm Icnrellod semaliuraflM; Aciratiiiislam 

be regretted) and ydt not well to be avoided, considenng 'tinit 
-the legitimate object of <tbe bombardment, the •efaippiiig, lay flo 

jcIosc to the town. 

The rumoured arrival at Santa-Cruz, in the island of Teneriffe, 
of a richly frei«zhted Manilla ship, and the represented vulnera- 
bility of the town and shipping to a well-conducted sea-attack, 
induced Earl St.- Vincent to detach a force in order to attempt 
bnn^ng out the gidleoo. Se&re, hewefer, we enler upon 'tiie 
detnlB of this catting^ont lerwee, another in the same qaarter 
18, by priority of date, entitled to our attention. 

On the 28th of May, in the afternoon, the British frigates 
Lively, Captain Benjamin Hallowell, and Minerve, Captain 
George Cockburn, Htandino; into the bay of Santa-Cruz, disco- 
vered at anchor in the road an armed brig, which, as the frigate 
approached, hoisted French colours. The two cautains deeming 
it practicable^ cut the vesBel out, the boats of tlie frigates, on 
the £dh>wing day, the 29th, were manned, and placed under ihe 
<otdeia of Lieutenant Thomas Mast er te n Hardy of the "Mmaevm, 
as the senior lieutenant. At about 2h. 30m. p.m. Lieutenant 
Hardy, supported by Lieutenants Loftus Otway Bland, Harry 
Hopkins, and John Bushbv, and Lieutenant Robert Bulkley of 
4he marines, belono;in<2: to the Lively, and by Lieutenants WilHam 
Hall Gage and Thomas James Ma ling, of the Minerve, and their 
respective boats' crews, made a most resolute attack upon the 
brig, as she lay at anduMr; and in the face of a smait ^se of 
miuketry, boaraed, and afanost hnmeffiately carried her; This 
alarmed the town, and a heavy fire of artillery and modketry 
was opened upon the brig, as well from every part of the gam- 
son, as from a large ship that lay in the road. The lightness of 
the wind retarded the weiirhincr of the anchor, and then made it 
necessary for the boats to take the brig in tow. 

During the space of nearly an hour, an unremitting fire was 
kept up from the shore and ship. At length, at a little before 4 
P.M., lieutenant Hardy and his gallant comrades brought safe 
out of gun-shot, the French brig-corvcftte Mntine, mounting 14 
guns, 12 of them long G-pounders, and'ttie remaining two brass 
36-pounder carronades. Her complement was 135 ; but the 
Mutino, when the attack commenced, had on board only 113 
men, the remainder, with their commander, capitaine de frcgate 
"Zavier Pommier, being on shore. In effecting this enterprise, 
15 of Lieutenant llardys party, including himself and midship- 
man iohn Edgar, were wounded, but none killed. Being m 
lemarfcably fine brig of 349 tons, the Mutine was immediately 
<pat in commission by'fiarl St.-ymcent, and the command of her 
eiven, very properly, to the officer who led the party that so gal* 
kntly cut her out. 
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Now for the expedition to capture the galleon* If the follow* 
ing descriptioii of the plafie^ in which she was supposed to he, is 

accarately given, there was certainly in some quarter, a great 
misconception of the probable difficulties of the enterprise " Of 
all places which ever came under our inspection," says Captain 
Brenton, "none we conceive is more invulnerable to attack, or 
more easily defended^ than Teneriffe. The island, like most of 
its neighbonra, is a yolcanic productioo, consbting of monntamty 
nvines, rocks, and precipices. The bay of Santa-Cruz affords 
no shelter for shipping; the shorn is nearly a right line, and the 
bank so steep that no anchorage can be lound beyond the dis- 
tance of half a mile, and that in 45 fathoms' water ; the beach, 
from north to south, is one continued series of broken masses of 
loose rock, and round, smooth stones, either rendered so by 
friction, or slippery from sea-weeds ; on this a perpetual surf 
breaks, rendermg the landing at att limes diffienlty mepi «t the 
mole or nier of Santa Cms. To these obstacles there is another, 
which Nelson experienced in its fullest force : Teneriffe, like all 
other mountainous countries, is liable to calms, sudden squalls, 
and violent gusts of wind, which, nishing down the ravines, fre- 
quently take a ship's topmasts over the side without a moment's 
warning."* 

On tne 15th of July, the following ships, one of which, the 
Terpsichore, did not join till the next clay, and another, the 
Lettider, not mitil several davs afterwards, were placed under 
the orders of Rear-admiral Ndaon: 



ff -. - 5 Rear-admiral (b.) Sir Horatio NdMO, 

I . . . . ^ Captain Ralj)!! Willott Miller. 

1 Culloden .... „ Thomas Tronhridgo. 

IZeslous H Samuel Hood. 

50 Lsander .... » Thomas Boulden Thompaon., 



96 Seabone • . • . „ Thomas Fmnds Fremantle. 

86 Emerald « John Waller. 

.'J'i Tcqwichorc ... Richard Bowen. 

Cut. Fox . . • • . .Lieutenant John Gibson. 
MottaMKMtt. 

In about five days the squadron arrived off the island of Tene- 
riffe. Every arrangement that sound judgment could devise having 
been completed, 200 seamen and marines from each of the three 
line-of-battle ships, and half of the number fiom each of the three 
fiigates, exclusive of conmiissioned officers and servants, and a 
small detachment of royal artillery, the whole together amount- 
ing to about 1000 or 1050 men, were placed under the orders of 
Captain Troubridge ; each captain, under his direction, com- 
manding the detacnment of seamen from his own ship, and Cap- 
tain Thomas Oldfield of the marines, as the senior marine-officer. 



e Bicntoo, vol. ii., p. 234. 
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the entire detachment from that corps. On the night of the 
20th the three frigates, accorananied by the cutter and mortar- 
boat| and most of the boats oi the squadron, stood close in, to 
bod Um men, and tiy to gain posaewion of a fort at tbe north- 
cast aide of the bay, and within gun-shot of the town ; ndienoe 
a summons was to be sent to the governor. But a strong gsle 
of wind in tbe offing, and a strong current a^inst them near the 
shore, prevented the boats from reaching the intended point of 
debarkation. On the 22d, at about 3 h. 30 ra. a.m., the three 
line-of-battle ships bore up for Santa-Cruz, and, soon after day- 
l^ht, were joined by the frigates and small-crafl ; whose un- 
avoidable appearance off the coast had given to the islanders the 
verv warning it was so desirous they should not have. 

A consultation of the principal officers now decided that an 
attack should be made on the heights immediately over the fort 
already mentioned, and that, from that commanding position, 
the British seamen and marines should storm and endeavour to 
carry the fort itself. At 9 p. m. the frigates anchored in shore, 
off the east end of the town, and landed their men ; but the 
latter, finding the heights too strongly guarded to be attempted, 
le-embarked in the course of the night, without loss. The three 
]ine-of4»attle ships, meanwhile^ had kept under way, to batter 
the forty by way of causing a diversion, but, owing to calms and 
eontraiy currents, were unable to approach nearer than three • 
miles. 

Not being one to abandon an enterprise until after a stoat 
struggle to accomplish it, Nelson resolved yet to brin^ his band 
of hardy fellows in contact with the Santa-Cruz garrison. On 
the 24th the Leander, Captain Thompson, who had only arrived 
at Cadiz from Lisbon on the 18th, joined the squadron. The 
local experience of her captain, and the accession of force in her 
marines, gave additional hopes to the rear-admiral, and those 
engaged with him in the perilous, and, at present, not very 
auspicious undertaking. 

At 5 p. M., every thing beincj in readiness, the squadron 
anchored to the north-eastward of the town ; the line-of-battle 
ships within six or eight miles, the frigates within two, as if in 
tending to disembaik their men in that direction. But this was 
only a feint; the mole head was to be the rendesvous of the 
boats. At 11 p. X. about 700 seamen and marines embarked in 
the boats of the squadron, 180 more on board the Fox cutter, 
and about 75 on board a large provision-boat that had just been 
captured ; numberincr, with a small detachment of royal artillery, 
about 1100 men. The different detachments of seamen, under 
the immediate command of their respective captains, the marines 
under Captain Oldfield, the artillery under Lieutenant Baynes, 
and the whole force, commanded by the rear-admiral in nenon, 
pushed off horn the squadron. Every precaution had been 
taken to keep the boats together, in order that the attack might 
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be simultaneous ; but the rough state of the weather, and the 
extreme darkness of the night, reudeied a close union next to 

inipossible. 

At about 1 h. 30 m. A. m. on the 2uth the Fox cutter, attended 
inr the vear4idmir&r» boat and three or four o^rs, including 
the two hi vhicfa Captains Frementle and Bowen had embai4ce^ 
reached, undiscovered, within half-guB shot of the mole head : 
when, suddenly, the alarm bells began to ring:, and a fire 
opened from 30 or 40 pieces of cannon and a stronf; body of 
troops stationed along the shore. Two shots raked the Fox, 

and a third struck her between \vin(i and water ; wherebv she 

•J 

instantly sank, and unfurlunuu !y 97 of the bn»ve fellows that 
were on board met a watery grave. Among the number was her 
commander, Lieutenant Gibson. Another shot struck the rear- 
admiral on the elbow, just as he was drawing his sword and 
stepping out of the boat. It completely disabled him, and he 
was carried back to his ship. A third shot went through and 
sank the boat in which Captain Bowen had embinked ; wl:crcby 
seven or eight seamen {>erished. In spite of all this o|)position, 
the British eflectcd a landinc: ; nnd stunned and carried the mole 
bead, notwithstanding it was defended by 300 or 400 men, and 
six 24-povinder8. Having spiked these, the men were about to 
advance^ when a heavy fire of musketry and grape-shot, firomthe 
citadel and the houses near the mole head, mowed them down 
by scores. Here the gallant Captain Richard Bowen and his 
first lieutenant met each a glorious death ; and here, indeed, fell 
nearly the whole of the party, by death or wounds. 

Meanwhile, the boat of Captain Troubridi;o, bciii^ unable to 
hit the mole, had pushed on shore, under a battery close to the 
southward of the citadel. Capiain Waller's and a few other 
boats landed at the same time ; but the surf was so high, tfa«t 
many of the boats put back, and all that did not^ were full of 
water in an instant^ the very ammunition in the men's pouches 
being wetted and spoiled. Captain Trouhn(ln;e, as soon as he 
had collected a few men, advanced with Captain Waller to the 
prado, or great square of the town, the appointed place of ren- 
dezvous on shore, in the hope of there nieetinij Rear-admiral 
Nelson, and Captains Thompson, Fiemantle, Bowen, and their 
men; but who, as already related, had been already killed. 
Captain IVonbridge n6w sent a sergeant, with two gentlemen of 
tile town, to summon the eitadd ; but, aldiough the sergeant 
(since supposed to have been shot in his way thither) did not 
return, and, the non-receipt of an answer implied a negative, yet 
the loss of the scaling ladders in the surf rendered impracticable 
any attempt lo put in force the threatened alternative. After 
waitincr an hour, Captain Troubridee marched to join Captains 
Hood and Miller; who, with a small body of men, had made 
|;ood their landing to the south-west of the spot -at which 'he 
had landed. By daybreak the survivors of Captain Tronbridge'a 
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iBBTty amounted to about 340 ; consisting of about 80 marines, 
•oO pikemen, and 180 seamen with small-arms. Having procured 
some ammunition from the Spanish prisoners, this little band 
resolved to try what could be done with the citadel without 
ladders; but they soon found the whole of the streets com- 
tnanded by field-pieces, and ^ upwards of 8000Spankrd8»" with 
iOO Frenchmen, underarms, approaching by every avenue. Tlie 
boats being all stove, no possioiUty existed of receiving a rein- 
forcement. The ammunition, too, except the little taken from 
the persons of the prisoners, was wet ; and the provisions hud 
shared the fate of the boats. Under these circumstances. 
Captain Troubridge thought it best to send Captain Hood with 
a dag of truce to the governor, expressing his determination to 
%nm the town, much as tt'woald be to his regret, if the Spanish 
ifbrees approached one indi fiirther, and enclosing tenns of 
•capitulation, to the following effect : That the British troops 
should be allowed to re-embark, with their arms, and take their 
boats, if saved, or be provided with others; and Captain Trou- 
bridixe enijaged, in case of compliance, that the ships then 
before the town should not further molest it, nor attack any one 
of the Canary islands. 

Captain Hood waited upon the Spanish governor, Don Juan> 
Antonio Gutteri, with the message. The governor hues astonished 
to receive such a proposal Aom men whom he had already con- • 
sidered as in his power; but, nevertheless, he acceded to the 
*terms. Captain Troubridge, accordingly, marched to the mole 
head ; and then, with his men, embarked on board boats fur- 
nished by the Spaniards. The governor, being deternnned to 
end the thing as he had begun it, supplied each of the retreating 
invaders with a ration of bi3cuit and wine ; and directed that 
those of the British who were wounded should be received into 
•tte hospital. Moreover^ he caused to be intimated to Rear* 
admiral Nelson, that he was at liberty to send on shore for, and 
purchase, whatever refreshments the squadnm^ during its stay 
off the island, might require. 

Thus ended an expedition, of which the only advantages were 
the proofs it aHbrded of, what few liad previously been inclined 
to dispute, the valour and intrepidity of Hritish seamen; wliilc, 
vin addition to the dishonour of a defeat, there wai) the melan- 
iftoly loss which it enta^d upcn the country. That loss 
amounted to^ one captain (Richard Bowen), four lieutenants 
CJohn'Weatherhead, Theseus, Greorgc Thorpe, Terpsichore, Wiit- 
*liam 'Eamshaw, Leander, and John Gibson, Tex), two lien- 
-tenants of marines (Raby Robinson, Leander, and William 
Basham, Kmeraki), 23 seamen, and 14 marines killed ; Rear- 
admiral Nelson (right arm amputated), two captains (Thomas 
Francis Fremantle mui Thomas Boulden Thompson), one lieu- 
tenant (John Douglas), one midshipman (Robert Watts), 85 sea- 
men, and 15 marines wounded ;*(f7 seamen and marines drowned^ 



Digitized by Google 



60 BBmSH AND SPANISH FLEETS. 1797. • 

and five missing; total, 141 killed and drowned, 105 wounded, 
and five missing : a loss which did not fall very far short of in 
the total number, and much exceeded in officers of rank and 
▼aloe, that which had won the battle of Gape St-Vincent. 

In noticing the loss of Captain Richard Bowen, the rear- 
admiral, in his despatch, emphatically adds, ''than whom a 
more enterprising, aole, and valiant officer does not grace his 
majesty's naval service." This eulogy from Nelson did more 
to ennoble the object, than the mere act of conferring an order 
of knighthood ; and yet Captain Bowen had undoubtedly 
merited one, long before he met his death under the walls of 
SeDta-Gmz.* fioth Bail St-Vinoent and ReaMMlmiral Nelaon 
strongly importuned Earl Spencer, then at the head of the ad- 
miralty, on the subject of a monnment to Captain Bowen's 
memory. Nelson, in his osnal energetic manner, writes Earl 
St.- Vincent thus : *• Why is not a monument voted in St Paul's, 
to perpetuate the memory of the gallant Bowen? I put it 
strongly to Earl Spencer. If you have an opportunity, pray 
express my surprise, that no mention has been made of him in 
either house of parliament.'' But, on the plea, that the allair 
in which Captain Bowen had perished was a fiuilure, this cus- 
tomary tribute of a nation's gratitude to her heroes was with- 
held ; a plea, however, that, in the case of Captain James Corn- 
wall of the Marlborough, who feU in February, 1744, was not 
allowed to interfere. 

Not all the eflbrts of the British admiral off Cadiz could pre- 
vent the seeds of mutiny from spreading among his ships. The 
crews of two or three became extremely turbulent; but at 
length, by active measorai ringleaders were seised* On 
their trial by court-martial, three wete sentenced to suffer death, 
and the sentence w as ordered to be executed on board the St^ 
George, where the disaffection had first shown itself. The crew, 
on the arrival of the prisoners on board, drew up a remonstrance 
in their favour, and begged of Captain Shuldham Peard to in- 
tercede in their behalf with the commander-in-chief. The cap- 
tain assented, and laid their remonstrance before Earl St.-Vin- 
cent The admiral's answer was, that he considered the sen- 
tence of the court-martial, convicting the prisoners, to be founded 
upon solid justice and imperious necessity ; and consequently, 
that he could not think of retrscting the sanction which he had 
given to it. 

On learning the ill-success of their remonstrance, the crew of 
the St.-George manifested strong symptoms of disaffection. 
Their conduct was not unobserved by Captain Peard, who took 
the precaution to watch their movements. One of the seamen, 
who was well acquainted with their designs, informed his cap- 
tain, that the men had entered into a resolution to mze the 
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ship^ depose the officers, and liberate their condemned com* 
penioQs ; and that the evening previoas to the day appointed 
lor carrying the sentence into execution, was the time fixed for 
potting their plan in force. Captain Peard, observing the crew 
assembled in the waist, approacned and addressed them to the 
following effect : " I am perfectly aware of your intentions, and 
shall oppose them at the risk of my life. You have determined 
to oppose tlie authority of your officers. I am resolved to do 
my duty, and to enforce atrict obedience to voj orders. I am^ 
aenaible that you are, for the moat part, the victims of dduaion^ 
I know the rmgleadera, and do not hesitate to avow my inten* 
lion of bringing them to justice. I command ^ou to disperse^ 
and to return to your duty." 

Finding that this address did not produce the desired effect, 
Captain Peard and his first lieutenant, John Hatley, rushed 
amidst the crowd, resolutely seized two of the people, whom he 
knew to be the promoters of the conspiracy, dragged them out 
by main force and put them in irons, without experiencing any 
opposition from the crew. The determined courage of Captain 
Peard on this occasion produced such an effect upon the crew 
generally, that order was immediately restored and the men re- 
tomed to their duty. 

On the next morning, the 7th, the three mutineers, already 
mentioned as condemned, were hanged at the fore yard-arm of 
the St.>George ; and on the 9th the two belonging to that ship, 
having on the preceding day been tried and convicted, were 
executed in a similar manner. For his very spirited and ex- 
emplary conduct. Lieutenant Hatley was soon afterwards pro- 
moted to the rank of commander. 

Except for a few weeks at the commencement of the present 
year, when Commodore Nelson was on his passage from the isle 
of Elba, and again at its close, when a small squadron, as we i 
shall presently see, was sent to Algiers, scarcely a Bntish 
cruiser was to be met with to the eastward of Qibraltar. Pre- 
viously to any mention of the advantages which France derived 
from the undisturbed ^ress and repress of her Toulon fleet, we 
will briefly advert to her recent temtorial and other acquisitions 
alouff the shores of the Mediterranean. 

The numerous and brilliant successes of the extraordinary 
man, who was at the head of her armies, had compelled, first 
the Pope, and then Austria, to sue for peace; and the treaty 
with the latter, which was begun at Leoben ou the 18th of July, 
1797, and concluded at Campo-Formio on the 17th of October 
following, gave to Fkance, among other territories and advan- 
tages, the whole of the Austrian Netherlands; also Corfu, 
Zante, Cephalonia, and the remaining Venetian islands in that 
part of the Adnatic : while Austria was allowed to possess in 
return Istria, Dalmatia, with all the Venetian islands in the 
Adriatic, lying to the north-west of the gulf of Lodrino; also 
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the city of Venice, which the troops of Fnnoe hod entered anA 

seized on the IGth of ]May, with a large portion of the dominioiv 
of that celebrated republic, wliose existence tlms ternnnated after 
a lapse of 14 ceiitmiis. On tlie 6th of June tlie republic of Genoa 
also ceased to ejwist, uud^ under the name of Liguiia, became ai 
sovereignity, of France. 

Early in the month of Jane, which wBSt some, weeks btfom 
tiie order to disaim the French ships issued from, the thai don^ 
Iwnt faction at Pan% Reai- admiral Brueys, by the cniers of 
General Bonaparte, sailed f rom Toulon, with a squadron of sis 
sail of the line and several f rigates, bound to Corfu. Here the 
admiral found and took possession of six Venetian 64-gun ships, 
and six frigates. These were exclusive of three 64s and three 
frigEites building at Venice, and exclusive also of 10 or 12 cor- 
vettBB and eig^teenigalleys lying in thai harboim* On the 13tfa> 
of JimOi which was a few da¥B after the depaTtora of Admiml 
Brueysy aeveraL transports laden- with troops and provisions,, 
and escorted by some frigates under the command of CSaptaine 
Guillaume-Frangois-Joseph Bourde, also quitted Toulon, and 
on the 28th arrived at Corfu ; where, soon afterwards, with the 
assistance of General Gentili and his army, the whole of the 
Seven Islands (subsequently known by the name of the Ionian 
Islands) were taken possession of and garrisoned. The names 
of the islands were retained ; bat the names of the ships General 
Boonaparte, by an assumption of power to which the dtrootoiy» 
subsequently gave their sanction, changed to those of Uie prin-r 
cipal generaiiB killed, and battles foughtyin his campaign against 
Italy. 

On the lf)th of November, which was about tlie time that 
Kear-admiral Brueys returned to iOulon from his Mediterranean 
cruise, Earl St.-Vinceut detaehed from the British fleet, then 
lyin^ in the Tagus, the 60-f(a& ship Leander, Captain Thonuos. 
Bomden Thompson, the Hamadryad frigate, and a doop of 
war, to Algiers, to settle some dispute with the dey ; a service 
which Captain Thompson executed to the approbation of the 
admiral. About tliis time a small British squadron, associated 
with five Portuguese sail of the line, cruised oti" Cadiz and in the 
neighbourhood of the Straits, to prevent the French ships at 
Toulon, or the few Spanish ones at Carthajjena, from effectingr 
a junction, if such was their object, with the iieet of Admiral 
iCassaredo at Cadis. 

The conoesMons made by government to die seamen of tbo 
<!!lhannel fleet necessarily comprehending the w4ioIe British navy, 
it was justly considered, that any lurking disafiectioc, that 
might exist in detached quarters of it, would disappear, the 
instant the benefits, of which all were to partake, became siene- 
rally knowiu Uence a mutmy that had broken out at bheer- 

S Yictoirus et C<uiquete8» tome viii-, pp. 185, 274. 
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ness on the 10th of May was expected to subside of itself, when 
the accounts of what h.id occurred at Portsmouth on the 15th 
should have reached the malecontents. Unfortunately the news 
seemed to fan,, rather than extinguish tlie flame ; and, by the 
2(hh.o{ the mootb, many of the ahips lying at the Nore, and. 
8IMMI aftflcwavdsi nearly the whole of tboie lielonging tO: ^i 
lioEth-sea fleet,, hoisted the flag of defianee; The complainte of 
the Portsmouth mutineei* having been, for the most part, 
founded on justice, the sympathy of the nation went with them : ' 
and very few persons throughout the kini^dom did or could, 
grudt^e the additional allowances, (many of them a mere exchange 
of the real for the nominal,) which the British sailor, after a 
Imrd struggle, got permanently secured to him> On the otlier 
head,, the mutineemai Sfaeemess and Ymnonth had no eolid*. 
nor even pltnisible groond of complaint They appear to liMia- 
been actuated by a mere mischief-making spirit, with scarcely. ■ 
knowledge of the object they had in view. The nation^ tbeiie^ 
fore, although it naturally felt some alarm at the nia^^nitude and 
growing extent of this second eruption, came at once to the reso- 
lution of making a firm stand against it; a resolution that 
instantly rid the evil of more than half the terrocB which its first 
appearance had inspiredi 

The same motives, thetactoated us in abridging the deteile of 
the Portsmouth mutiny, opemte, in full iatce, on the present 
occasion. And if we dechne, any more than we can avoid, to 
mention by name the individual ships whose crews were disaf- 
fected, it is because the mere naming of a ship, as connected 
with so disgraceful a proceeding, may tend to cast an undeserved 
stigma on a future ship uf the same name, or even on the same 
ship, with a new and very difi'erently disposed ship's company. 

The mutineers at Shemess^ in imitation of those at SjMtheady 
chose two delegates from every ship, but went further, by ap- 
pointing, as a president over them^ a man of the name of Richard 
Farker. On board each ship was also a committee, consisting 
of 12 men, who decided, as well upon all affairs relative to the 
internal management of the ship, as upon the merits of the 
respective delegates. On the '20th of May the seamen prepared 
a statement, which they required Vice-admiral Charles I3uckner, 
whose flo^ was on board tlie 90-gun ship Sandwich, to transmit 
without &laj to the admiralty. With the terms of it, they 
peremptorily demanded eompiianoe, as the only condition ooi 
which they would sstum to obedience. The statement con- 
tained as many as eight articles, of which the first betrayed 
greater ignorance than one could suppose existed among men 
capable of discussing and drawing up such a document. It de- 
manded\ "that every indulirence grunted to the fleet at Ports- 
mouth should be granted to his majesty's subjects serving in the 
fleet at the Nore and places adjacent. Had this been the only 
item of tha statemenl, the obvious answer that followed would 
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Iittfe fletded the affair to everj one's satiflfiMtioii. Bat scarcely 
my one of the remaining seven articles wes admissible^ and 
most of them were frivolous and unnecessary- 

On the22d the admiralty replied to the seamen, pointing out 
how far the legislature had already complied with their wishes, 
refusing to accede to any further demands, and promising for- 

e'veness if they would return to their daty. This answer served 
It to ezaspeiate the delegates, who declared that nothing could 
be settled until ^ree of the board of admiralty eame down to 
Sheemess. On the following day the mutineers struck Vice- 
admiral Bncknar's flag, hoisting, in its stead, that dreadful em- 
blem of mutiny, the red or bloody flag; and, in order to concen- 
trate the scene of their operations, compelled all the ships which 
lay near Sheemess to drop down to the Great None. On the 
24th the offer of pardon was repeated, and again rejected. The 
delates fir^uently went on shore, and, headed bf Paiker, 
maiSied in fMrocession, to the gieat dismay of the inhabitants; 
they also sent deputations up the riYor and elsewhere, inviting 
the crews of other ships to join them. Many did so, including 
a part of the North-sea fleet under Admiral Duncan. 

In this alarming state of atlairs, a committee from the admi- 
ralty, on the 29th, went to Sheemess. The delegates were sent 
for, and every conciliatory measure tried, but in vain. The 
mutineers moored their ships in a line across the river, and 
detMMd every merehant vessel bound up or down. The seamen, 
at length, began to perceive their desperate sitoatioa; and, 
after adopting various expedients and committmg several enor- 
mitiesy became deterred by the active measures that were pur- 
suing on shore to reduce them to obedience. They deputed 
captain the Earl of Northesk, of the Monmouth 64, to endea- 
vour to eH'ect a reconciliation with government. The govern- 
ment, however, was hrm : and just as force was about to be 
applied, symptoms of disunioii among the mutineers raised hopes 
tiiat the eonfederaey was working its own dissolution. 

It is a singular feet that on the 4th of June, the late king's 
birthday, the whole fleet evinced its loyalty, by firing a royal 
salute and displaying the colours usual upon such occasions, the 
red flag being struck, diiring the ceremony, on board every ship 
except the Sandwich. In a day or two afterwards several of 
the ships deserted the rebels, and went for protection either 
up the Thames, or under the guns of the fort at Sheemess. 
By the 13th the red flag had disappeared from every ship's 
mastphead : and the craws in general^ intimated a wish to sur> 
render, provided a pardon was granted. At length, on the 
following morning, the crew of the Sandwich carried the ship 
under the guns at Slioemess, and quietly allowed Mr. Parker 
to accompany on shore a guard of soldiers which Vice-admiral 
Buckner nad sent to arrest him. To make short of the business 
this man was tried, convicted^ and executed ; as were many of 
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the ringleaders. Some were flogged through the fleet, aud 
others sent to prison. 

Thus was an end put to the Nore mutiny ; a mntiny that, unlike 
the former, was as futile in its origin, as it happily proved 
unsuccessful ia its issue; a mutiny that, in the opinion of 
many, entailed on the British navy more disgrace than could be 
washed away by tlie most brilliant tnumpn. It is notorious, 
that a custom had lon*^ prevailed for the London police, wheu 
a culprit possessed wit enough for his roguery just to elude the 
letter of the law, rather than discharge him that he might 
commit, with increased confidence, fresh depredatbns upon, 
society, to send him on board a ship of war. He was generally 
a plausible fellow, with a smattering of learning; uid a knowledge 
of the world ; two qualities which ranked him very high m 
the estimation of the unsophisticated eailor. He sang a jrood 
song, or at all events, he told a good story, and became, in time, 
the oracle of the forecastle. He knew his business (that which 
had brought him on ship-board) too well to practise on so 
eivoainscr3>ed a spot ; and therefore, as no one witnessed, no 
one believed, any narm of him. He was perhaps a dabbler ia 
politics, and certainly, from the nature of his profession, a <*bit 
of a lawyer." He therefore could expound acts of parliament ' 
to the sailors. In doing this, he read what he pleased, and 
explained how he pleased ; told them where they were wronged, 
and pointed out how they might get redressed. In short, such 
a character (and how many such have been scattered over the 
British navy !) was capable of infecting a whole ship's company; 
and many of the mutinous crews could, no doubt, trace theur 
disoiganization to the first appearance among them of one of 
these pests of society. 

A word respecting "private" grievances, or the grievances of 
particular ships, and we quit the subject of mutiny, we hope for 
ever. What a lamentable thing it is, that power and cruelty 
should be so often united. No monarch is more despotic, as far 
as respects the power of iuflicting corporal punishment short of 
death, than the captain of a ship of war. If a man spmka or 
even looks to oflfend, he is ordered to die gan^ay ; and the 
bloody furrows on his shoulders soon increase, m number and 
depth, beneath the vigorous arm that lays on the cat-o'.4iine* 
tails. Captains there have been, and captains there are, who 
seemingly delight in such work ; and who, were the cruise long 
enough, would not leave a sailor belonging to the ship with an 
unscarred back. 

Such men, however, are but exceptions. Moreover, they are, 
for the most part, cowards at heart ; and, what ia worse, th^ 
frequently make cowards of those they oommand. Hence, 
officers of this stamp are commonly the cause, mediately, UT ' 
not immediatelyi of dishonourable defeats* The brave officer 
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punklies one man thai be may not haiFe to pnnish 20, and 
ahares with the delinquent the pain which, for example sake, he 

is obliged to inflict. When he goes into battle, his men fight 
like lions ; and, should they at any time be drawn aside from 
their duty, they, lookin": up to him as a father, listen attentively 
to his admonitions, and, knowin*;- both his benignity and liis 
firmness, can neither cuntrovert the justice, uur doubt the tultii- 
nient, of his threats. 

The British North-tea fleet had heen an thinned by the seces- 
sion of the disaffected ships, that Admiral Duncan, towards llie 
end of May, found himself at sea with only the Venerable 74^ 
and the Adamant 50. He nevertheless proceeded to his station 
off the Texel ; in which harbour lay at anchor the Dutch fleet 
of 15 sail of the line (56s included), under tlic command of 
Vice-admiral de Wniter. In order to detain the hitter in port 
until a ifcintbrcenient shouicl arrive. Admiral Duncan caused re- 
peated signals to be made, as it to the main body of his fleet ia 
the offing. This stratagem, it was sopposed, had the desired 
effect. At length, about the middle of June, several line-oP 
kattle ships, in detached portions, joined the Briiish admimt, 
and the two fleets were a<:ain placed on an equal footing. 

The Venerable, having been upwards of 18 weeks at sea, and 
during a part of the tmie exposed to very boisterous weather, 
was in want of almost every description of stores. Others of 
the ships had also aufliered by the recent gales of wind, and were 
short of provisions. Thus circumstanced, the admiral, on the 
3d of October, put into Yarmouth roads> to leAt and revietiial ; 
leaving off the Dutch coast a small squadron of obaer?atio% 
under the orde rs of Captain TroUope, consisting of his own ship 
the Russel, the Adamant 50, BeauUeu and Cuoe frigates, and 
Martin sloop. 

On the 9th, early in the morning, tlie Black-Joke hired armed 
lugger sliowed herself at the back of Yannouth sands, with the 
signal f^^ing, for an enemy, immediately all was bustle and 
preparation ; and, by a little before noon, Admiral Duncan^ wilk 
11 sail of the line, weighed and put to sea, divectinff his course,, 
with a fair wind, straight across to his old station. His fleet, itt- . 
eluding the ships that joined him in the comae of the next two 
days, cooaisted of the 
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74^ 



Venerable \ /^^T™^ ^w V^ r 

} Captain \N illiain George Fairfax. 

( Vice>adnural (r.) iUcliard Onslow, 
\ CaptMO Edwfud CKBrieii. 



Russel f, Henry TroUope. 

Moritu^i „ John Kniiriit. 

Bedford „ Sir Thomas Bvard. 

Pflwerfid » WOIiaBi O'Brien Draij. 

^^inoipb „ WiUfaBi SiiiiigaMi* 
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Belliqtietix Captain Jolin Tnglis. 



Agincourt 
Lancaster 
A rdciit* 

Veteran , 

Director 

t Monmouth 

50 ^ '^'^ 

\ Adamant •••••••••••• 

40 Beanlien 

28 Circe .... • •••••••••••• 

^p, Martin 



n 
n 
n 
» 



» 



John Williamson. 
John Wells. 

Ridunl Rmdtll Buigta. 

George Grcjdn'. 
William Bligli.' 
James Walker. 
William Mitdu-II. 
William Hotham. 

TmaoB Fayerman. 
Peter Halkett. 
Hon. Cliarles Paget. 



Cutterit Rose, King-George, Active and Diligent, and 



On the same day the Powerful, Agincourt, aiid Isis joined 
company; and on the afternoon of the 10th the advanced ships 
were near enough to count 22 sail of souare-rigged yessefs, 
diiefly merchantmen, at anchor in the Texei. Ha?ing received 
fiom Captain TroUope information of the course which the 
enemy's Heet was steering;, the British admiral stood along shore 
to the southward. On the 11th, at 7 a.m., the Russel, Adamant, 
and Beaulieu were descried in the south-west, bearing at their 
mast-heads the joyful signal of an enemy in sight to leeward ; 
and at 8 h. 30 m. a. m. the Dutch fleet made its appearance in 
the quarter pointed out by the signal, consisting of 21 ships and 
^Mir brigs, named as follows : 

Vice-admiml (]). at m:un)de WintOV 
Captain Van Rossem. 
Vice-admiral (b.) Reyntjes. 
]Uar*admircil Meases. 
Rear«idmirul (I).) Bloys. 
Certain Van Treslong. 
ReaMidmiral (w.) Storey. 
Captain ■ 

„ Jacobson. 
„ Zegers. 
Riiyscn. 
WMgjxerts. 
Van Rysoort. 
Musquetier. 
Holland. 
Kraft. 
Souters. 
Hinxt. 
Tetdootn* 



Vryheid 
Jupiter....,,.... 

JHUtUB. ...*■.... 

States-General 

' Cerh^nis 

Devries 

GetykheU ..•.«...•.« 

df^ Harrlem 

Hercules 

Ley/den 

Wasaenacr 
fAlkmaar 
HQ J iiatavier 

iDeift 



M 



*......«.....*.• 



44 Mars 
40 Munnikendam 



KolflT. 
Lancaster. 



— — - — „ 

) Arobutcade...M....Capt4ieat. Huys. 
^ Heldin „ DumisoOde L*Ettrille. 



Ship-cnrvcttt s, Minerva and Waakzaamheid. 
Brig-conoettest Ajax, Atalanta, Daphne, and Galatea* 

TuD sMoetatt. 
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The Dtttcli fleet, thus composed, had quitted the Tezel at 
10 A. M. on the 8th, with a light breeze at east by north. The 
report at the time was, that it had been ordered to try to effect 

a junction with the French fleet in Brest road ; but, if we are to 
credit the French accounts, Admiral de Winter sailed with no 
other object in view than to seek and engage the fleet of Ad- 
miral Duncan.* On the night of the same day on which the 
Dutch fleet, for whrntever purpose, put to sea, Captain Trollope's 
squadron, the wind then blowing from the south-west, was di^ 
covered to windward, and immediately chased ; but the Dutch 
ships, being very indiiferent sailers, were soon lef t without a 
chance in their favour. The fleet then stretclied out towards the 
flat of the Mouse, where Admiral dc Winter expected to be 
joined by "-i (i4-gun ship. Not meeting lier, he stood on to the 
westward, followed, or rather, as the wind was, preceded, by tlie 
squadron of Captain TroUope. 

' The wind, continuing westerly during the two succeeding 
days, prevented the Dutch fleet flom getting abreast of Lowe- 
stoffe on the Sufllblk coast until the evening of the 10th. The 
extreme darkness of that night induced Admiral De Winter to 
detach a few of his best-sailing ships, in the hope that they 
would be enabled, by d;iy break, to get to wmdward of, and 
capture or chase away, the prying intruders ; but, just as the 
chasers had crowded sail for the purpose, some friendly mer- 
chant ships came into the fleet ana informed tibe admiral, that 
the English fleet was within 1 1 leagues of him, in the noiih- 
north-east, steering east by south. Instantly the detached shipg 
were recalled ; and the Dutch fleet, as soon as it was in compact 
order, edged away, with the wind at north-west, towards Cam- 
perdown, the appointed place of rendezvous. 

On the 11th, at daylight, the Dutch fleet was about nine 
leagues off the village of Schevenningen, in loose order, speaking 
a fnendly convoy, from whom some additional information was 
obtained. Shortly afterwards the persevering observers to 
windward were seen with numerous signals flying, which COn* 
vinced Admiral De Winter that the British fleet was in sight. 
He accordingly ordered his captains to their respective stations, 
and, to facilitate the junction of the leevvardmost ships, stood 
towards the land. On the Wykerdens bearinjr east distant 
about four leagues, the Dutch fleet hauled to the wind on the 
starboard tack, and shortly afterwards discovered Admiral 
Duncan's fleet in the north-north-west. Admiral De Winter 
then put about on the larboard tack ; and, as soon as a close 
hue was formed in the direction of north-east and south-west, 

♦ " l.a faction domiiiantp obligea rAmiral Dowiiiter a debarquerses troupes 
et a sortir du i'exel, r^ans autre but (|uc de joiudrc la flotte Aiiglaise ct dc lui 
livrer batuUe ; elle espdrut affermir sa dominatioa par le prestige de gloire 
dont reavironnenut un sncob mvtL'''^FkMre»etC9»juHct, tome viii«, p. 27U 
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the Dutch ships, squaring their maia yards, resolutely awaited 
the approach of tlie liritisli. 

Owing chiefly to the iiiequahty in point of sailing among the 
British ships. Admiral Duncan^s fleet, when that of the Dutch 
appeared in sight, was in very loose order. To enable the daU 
sauers to take their allotted stations, the admiral, at about 1 1 h. 
10 m. A. M., having previously made the signal for the van-ships 
to shorten sail, brought to on the starboard tack ; but, observing 
soon afterwards that tlie Dutch ships, by keeping their main 
topsails shivering and sometimes full, were drawing fast in-^hore, 
he successively made the signals, for each ship to engage her 
opponent in the enemy's line, to bear up and sail larg^, and 
for the van to attack the enemy^s rear. At 11 h. 30m. a.m., 
the centre of the Dutch line then bearing about south-east 
distant four or five miles, the British fleet bore down, but, owing 
to the still disunited state of the ship«, in no regular order of 
battle : some were stretching across to get into their proper 
stations; otliers seemed in doubt where they were to place 
themselves ; and others, a^ain, were pushing, at all hazards, for 
the thickest of die foe. At 1 1 h. 63 m. a. m.. Admiral Duncan 
signalled that he should pass through the enemy's line and 
engage him to leeward. Unfortunately the prevailing- thick 
weather rendered this signal, for the short time it was up, not 
generally understood. It was replaced, in less than a quarter 
of an hour, by the signal for close action ; which was kept flying 
for an hour and a halt^ until, indeed, it was shot away by the 
enemy. 

At about half past noon Vice-admiral Onslow, whose ship, 
the Monarch, was leading the larboard division of the British 

fleet, cut through the Dutch line, formed thus: Beschermer, 
Gelykhcid, Hercules, Devries, Vryheid, States-General, Was- 
senaer, Batavier, Brutus, Ley den, Mars, Cerberus, Jupiter, 
Haerlem, Alkmaar, and Delft (with the nine frigates and cor- 
vettes stationed as an inner line, for the most part facmg the 
intervals in the outer one), between the Jupiter and Haerlem, 
pouring into each of those ships, in passing, a well-directed 
oroadside. 

Then, leaving the Haerlem to the Powerful, the Monarch 
Infled up close alongside of the Jupiter ; and the two latter of 
these ships became warmly engaged. Tlie roundint^ to of the 
Monarch ufTorded to the Monnikendam frigate and Atalanta 
brig, in tlic rear, the opportunity of pouring some raking broad- 
sides into the former ; and the Atalanta, in particular, did not 
retire until considerably damaged by the Monarch's shot The 
remaining ships of the larboard division, more espedallr the 
Monmouth and Uussel, were soon in action with the Dutch 
rear-ships ; among the last of which to surrender was the first 
that had been attacked, the Jupiter. 

It was a quarter of an hour or 20 minutes after the Monarch 
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bad broken the Dutch line, that the Venerable, frustrated in her 

attempt to pass astern of the Vryhcid, by the promptitude of the 
States-General in closinf;: the interval, put her helm a-port, and 
ran under the stern of the latter, pouring; into the Dutch ship a 
broadside which soon compelled her to bear up; and the 
Triumph, the Venerable's second astern, found immediate em- 
ployment for the Wassenaer, the second astern of the States- 
General. Meanwhile the Venerable had ranged up close on 
the lee side of her first intended antagonist, the Vr^fheid ; with 
vrhom, on the opposite side, the Ardent was also warmly 
engaj^ed, and, in front, the Bedford, as the latter cut through 
the hue astern of the V'ryhcid's second ahead. 

The Brutus, Leyden, and Mars, not being pressed upon by 
opponents, advanced to the succour of their admiral, and did 
GonsideraUe damage to the Venerable, as well as to the Ardent 
and others of thelBritish Tan-ships. About this time the Hei^ 
cules, having caught fire on the poop, bore up out of the line, 
and soon afterwards drifted close past the Venerable to leeward. 
The Dutch crew contrived, in a surpris^intjly quick manner, to 
extinguish the flames; but, having thrown overboard all their 
powder, they had no further means of defence, and therefore 
surrendered their ship, whose mizenmast had already been shot 
awavy to the nearest opponent. 

The serious damage which the Venerable had sustained 
obliged her to haul on, and wear round on the starboard tack« 
Seeing this, the Triumph, who had compelled the Wassenaer to 
strike, approached to give the coup de gi^ice to the Vryheid. 
That gallant ship, however, still persisted in defending herself. 
At length, from the united fne of the Venerable, Triumph, 
Ardent, and Director, her three masts fell over the side and dis- 
abled her starboard guns : the Vryheid then dropped out of the 
line, an ungovernable hulk, and struck her colours. 

With the surrender of Admiml De Winter's ship the action 
ceased ; and the British found themselves in possession of the 
Vryheid and Jupiter 74s, Devries, Gelykheid, Haerlem, Her- 
cules, and Wassenaer G4s, Alkmaar and DelfL 50s, and the 
frigates Monnikendam and Ambuscade. The Wassenaer, al- 
though she had struck to the Triumph, was fired at by a Dutch 
krig, that followed h^ out of jthe line; and which brig actually 
compelled the 64 to i^oist her odours. The Russel soon after- 
waros coming up, tile Wassenaer again struck them, and sur- 
rendered to her antagonist. The Monnikendam had been 
engaged by the Monmouth, and was finally taken possession of 
by the Beau lieu. 

The Dutch van-ship the Beschermer, anticipating, naturally 
enough, too strong an opoonent in the Lancaster, had very early 
wove out of the line. Her example was followed, with mucn 
less reason, by several of the other Dutch ships ; who, although 
seen mtiking off, could not be porsuecly the land being only iive 
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miles distant, and th^ fleet in nine fathoms' water. Thas cir- 
cmteDoedy the Britidi hastened to seem their pmes, in order 
that, before nightfall, thev might s:et clear of the shore, whidi 
was that between Camperdown and the Tillage of Etrmont. 

The appearance of the British ships at the close of the action 
was verv imlike what it s^enerally is, when the French or Spa- 
niards iiave been the opponent of the former. Not asin<rle lower 
mast, not even a topmast was shot uwav; nor were the riu^ing 
und sails of tiic ships in their usual tattered state. It was at the 
IwUb of their advenaiies that the Dutchmen had directed thdr 
abot ; and this, not mitil the former were so near, that no aim 
could well roiss. Scarcely a ship in the fleet hut had several shot 
Aticluag in her sides. Many w ere pieroed by shot in all dirao- 
tions; and a few of the ships had received some dan2;erous ones 
between wind and water, which kept their pumps in constant 
employment. Tlie Ardent had received no fewer than 98 round 
shot in her hull. Tiie Beliiqueux, Bedford, V enerable, and 
Hooarch had likewise their share. As to the last-named ship, 
such was the entire state of her masts, rigging, and sails, that, 
weie the topsail sheets whidi had been shot away hauled home, 
no one, viewing her from a little distance, would ha¥e beheTed 
4hat slie had been in action. 

Wjth liulis so shattered, the loss of men could not be other- 
wise than severe. The Venerable had 13 seamen and two ma- 
rines killed ; two lieutenants (Edward Sueyd Clay and William 
Henry Douglas), one lieutenant of marines, (Qeoige Ohambers, 
ibotfa feet shot off*), one midshipman (Mr. Stewart), two petty« 
4^cers 52 seamen, and four marines wounded ; the MonarCBy 
two midshipmen (J. P. Tinlayand Moyle Finlay) and 34 seamen 
killed, one lieutenant (James Retalick), one lieutenant of marines 
(James J. Smith), four midshipmen (George Massey, Benjamin 
Clement, Daniel Shcrvvin, and Charles Slade), one master's mate 
(John Chimley), two petty-officers, 79 seamen, and 12 marines 
veund^ ; the Bedford, two midshipmen, 26 seamen, and two 
marines lulled, one lieutenant (George Keenor), 37 seamen, and 
ihrae marines wounded ; the Powerful, ei^ht seamen and two 
marines killed, one lieutenant (Ulick Jennmgs), one lieutenant 
of marines (U G. W. Walker), one midshipman ( Daniel Rogers), 
the boatswain, and 74 seamen and marines wounded; the Isis, 
one seaman and one marine killed, one lieutenant of marines 
(Charles Kea), two midshipmen, and 18 seamen wounded; the 
Ardent, her captain, master, (Michael Dan), 33 seamen, and six 
marines killed, two lieutenants (James Rose and John Sobriel), 
one captain of mariiies (Richard Cuthbert), two mastcr*s mates 
(John Tracey and John Airey), two midshipmen (Thomas Leo- 
pard and John M'Killier), one captain's clerk, 85 seamen, 11 
marines, and three boys wounded ; the lirllMpieiix, one lieutenant 
(Robert Webster), one master's mate (James Mihie), 20 seamen, 

* The committee at Lloyd's, besides making thi*; officer a pmCDt of ahsod* 
some gratuity in money, settled upon hi in 4U/. per annu m . 
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and three marines killed, one lieutenant (Robert England), one 
captain of marines (Jameg Cassel), one midshipman (James 
Scott), 6S seamen, and 12 marines wounded ; the Lancaster, 

three seamen killed, one lieutenant (Benjamin Morean), one 
lieutenant of marine? (John Sandys), 13 seamen, and three ma- 
rines wounded ; the Triimiph, 25 seamen, three marines, and one 
boy killed, her captain, first and third lieutenant;? (Patrick Chap- 
man and George TroUope), nuister (James Read), one midship- 
man (Mr. Jones), and 50 seamen and marines wounded ; the 
Monmontb, one petty-officer, one seaman, two marines, and one 
boy killed, 16 seamen, two marines, and four boys wounded ; 
the Director, six seamen and one marine wounded ; the Mon* 
tijrup, tliree seamen killed, one lieutenant (Ralph Sneyd), one 
midshipman (James Forbishly), two seamen, and one marine 
Avounded ; the Veteran, one lieutenant (Francis Ferrett), and 
three seamen killed, and 2 1 seamen wounded ; and the Russel, 
one lieutenant (David Johnson), her master (Thomas Troughton), 
one master's mate (George Taylor), ber boatswain, (John 
JBrooks), two pilots (Thomas Abbott and Thomas Sherrard), and 
one sergeant of marines wounded : making a total of 203 killed, 
and 622 wounded.* So sav the returns in the London Gazette; 
but, according to the report ot" " the committee appointed to 
manage subscriptions raised for the relief of the wounded, and 
the families or relations of those who were killed,"t the loss 
in this action amounted to 228 killed, and 812 (indnding 16 
mortally) wounded : total 1040. 

Tlie captured ships were all, either dismasted ontright, or so 
injured in their masts that most of the latter fell, as soon as the 
wmd and sea, in the passage home, began to act powerfully upon 
them. As to their hulls, the ships were like sieves, and ordy 
worth bringing into port to be exhibited as trophies. The loss 
on board was proportionably severe. The Dutch vice-admiral 
and the two rear-admirals were all wonnded, more or less ; and 
Admiral Be Winter died in London, shortly after his arrival 
there, not, however, of his wonndy hat of a chronic disease. 
Captain Holland, of the Wassenaer, was mortally wounded early 
in the action ; and Admiral De Winter's captain, Van-Rossem, 
had his thigh shot oft", of which wound he afterwards died. Many 
other officers suft'ered ; and the total of killed and wounded in 
the Dutch fleet, including the loss on board the Monnikendam 
frigate, amounted, accordiug to the Dutch returns, to 640 killed, 
and 620 wounded.j: 

Our next business is to show the force of the rival fleets, in 
this their sanguinary enga|;ement. The long-gun force, as estab- 
lished upon British ships m general, has already been so often 
adverted to, that we have only to point out any exceptions that 

* See Appendix, No. 6. 

1 This noble subscription, so cbaraCtflriltiG of Brituh fediog OO lOCll O0CB» 
•ions, amounted to 52,609/. lOt, lOd, 
^ See Appendix, No. 7. 
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may exist in reference to the particular mdmdualB "composing 
Admiral Duncan's fleet 

Although early in the presoit year an order had issued estab* 
lishing carronades very extensively upon Une-of-battle ships, yet, 
as it was restricted to ships coming forward to be fitted, the 
order of November 1794,* must still be our guide. The only 
ships out of the 16, that appear to have been armed ditlisrently 
from the November establishment, are the Venerable and Ar- 
dent The latter had been ordered^ in July 1796, four instead 
of two 24-pounder carronades for her forecastle ; and the former^ 
in Jane, 1794, two 68-pounder carronades fcft her forecastle, and 
two 32-pounder ones in lieu of two of her quarter deck 9s. We 
have reason to think that the two SO-gun ships did not mount 
any poop-carronades, and shall therefore assign them none. To 
allow, also, for such of the other ships as may have taken oa 
board less than their established number, or, as was often the 
case, had not been supplied with any carronades at all for thdr 
poop, we ^viU fix the total amount of 18-ponndei8 at half what 
It otherwise would be, that is, at 42 instead of 84. 

In stating the crew of each British ship at her net establish- 
ment, we are satisfied that the amount will be rather over than 
under rated. We know, for instance, that the Ardent was 70, 
and the Lancaster 72, men short of their proper number ; and it 
is probable, from circumstances to which we need not recur» 
that few if any of the ships in Admiral Duncan's fleet had their 
complement on board. 

Tne gun-force of the Dutch ships maybe stated without much 
difficulty. Of the seven that escaped from the British this 
time, five were subsequently captured : hence, there remain but 
two of the 16, the States- General and Brutus, whose armaments 
have not been obtained by actual inspection. 

The Vryheid and Jupiter respectively mounted, on their first 
and second decks, the same nominal nature of guns as an Eng- 
lish small-class 18-pounder 7^ as O, for instance^ in the first 
annual abstract On the quarterdeck and forecastle the Vry- 
heid mounted, when brought into port, sixteen r2-pounders ; 
making, in the whole, two guns short (perhaps disabled and 
thrown overboard), of the number assigned to her, as well as to 
the Jupiter, by the Dutch admiral himself. The Jupiter arrived 
with ten 12, and four 8 pounders, instead, probably, of six of the 
latter, and 12 of the fonner, as afterwards found on board the 
Washmgton, of the same nominal force. The Wassenaer, De> 
vries, and Hercules appear to have each mounted twentyfis 
32-pounders, <ind each of the four remaining 64s, the same 
number of 24-pounders, on the first deck, with twenty-six 18s 
on the second. On the quarterdeck and forecastle, the three 
first-named ships carried, of 8-pounder8, 14, making a total of 



* See Appendix, Amrnal Atetiact No. S» 
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66, and the four remaining ships, 16, making a total of 68 gung. 
The fbnr 508 mounted 56 guns each : twenty-four 18, twenty- 
four 12, and eight 8 pounders ; and the Mars, formerly a 60^«ua 
«hip, mounted, on her main deck, twenty-six 32, and oolier 

qiiai terdo( k and forecastle, eiofhteen 18 pounders. So that, 
although nominally a 44-oun friiiatc, th(^ Mars, in broadside 
weiciht of metal, rather exceeded u British 64. With these ex- 
planations, the fblluwing will be the account of the number and 
nature of guns mounted by the two fleets : 
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Tlie complements of tlic Dutch ships may be stated as they 
were returned by their own othcers. From being expressed in 
round numbers, they were prohably the lull establishment of 
each ship ; but any deficiency in that respect 18 more than coun- 
terbalanced by the liberal allowance made on the other side. 
Having thus analyzed the armaments of the different ships en- 
jraircd, we ran, with more confidt^nre, proceed to OUT nezttask, 
that of exhibiting, in one yiew, the 

COMPABATtYB POttOS OV TBB VWO VLSm. 
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When it is oonsidei«d, that the Dutch had placed tfaair 
frigates and ship and brig corvettes (even the latter carrying 
long 12» and some of them long 18 pounders), abreast of the 

intervals in their line, and that many of the British ships, in the 
van, centre, and rear, were much annoyed, as they lulled up to 
leeward of their opponents, by the raking tire of those vesseb^ 
the above statement, which excludes the whole of them, must 
appear, if favouring either party, to favour the Dutch. We 
might perhaps, fairiy euoogh* owing tn their active mterference. 
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have included in our comparative statement the three remaining 
Dutch frigates ; and then, in all the items except the first, that 
Btateroent would have shewn an exact equality of force. But, 
if even there was a slight superiority on the part of Admiial 
Duncan, the battle of Camperdown, as a fleet-action, possessed 
the merit of being (to use the emphatic lan2:nage of the Brougb* 
tonian school) the second stanfl-up fifrht of the war. 

Admiral de Wintor, it will be recollected, in the account he 
transmitted to the Bataviau jroverniiient, and a copy of which 
appeared in all tlic Loudon journals, attributed lus failure to 
lour causes : flrst, the numerical sn^riority of the British as ie 
ships of the line ; secondly, their having been at sea to«Btber for 
19 weeks, and hence become known to each other ; thirdly, the 
advantage of the attack ; and fourthly, the early retreat of six of 
his ships, and the bad sailing: of four of those that remained. 
And he concludes with expressing a belief that, had his signals 
been obeyed and executed, with the same juoiuptitude that 
Admiral Duncan's were, some of the liiitibh Heet would have 
naehed the Texel, ^ as a memento of Batavian prowess, and % 
Biomiaient to the memory of the 1 1th of October^ 1797." 

Had the Dutch admiral wished to afford an additional cause of 
triumph to his adversary, he could not have succeeded better, 
than by invitinc^ a discussion on the very points, on which he 
seems so confidently to rely for producing un opposite result. 
If Admiral De Winter w ithtiraws the Mars from his line, because 
she passed for a frigate, why may not Admiral Duncan leave out 

the Adamant and Isis, which also were not strictly line^f-battle 
ships ; and neither of which equalled by a third, the Mars in 

force ? The numbers then would be, 14 English and 16 Dutch. 
So far from the British ships having been ^nineteen weeks 
together,'* man v of them had but recently joined; and some, 
as appeared on Ca})tain \\ illiamson's court-martial, were ac- 
tuuUv unknown to otliers of them in the fleet. Was it an "ad- 
vantage," wliiie bearing down to the attack, to be exposed io 
the faking (ire of the Dutch line? It is true that the Dutdk 
ships bravelv withheld their te, until tlietr adversaries wem 
quite near; out the Briiish ships had no right to calculate on 
such forbearance. Was it an "advantage ** to be unexpect^ 
edly assailed by a second line, formod of nine fi iiiates, heavy 
corvettes, and brigs, drawn np in the rear ? rncxpcctedi y, we 
say, because it is not custoaiai y for frigates to fire ; or, while 
they remain neuter, to be tired at. 

Although none of the British ships retreated,*' some of them, 
without doubt, were backward in advancing ; otherwise, a part, 
if n!)f tlie whole of those six ships, of wliose misbehaviour Ad- 
miral De Winter complains, mio|\t have been stopped in their 
flitrht. It was owin<r cliic llv to tiie " bad sailini;*' of several of 
Admiral Duncan''s ships, that tlie onset wa^ so irresjnlar ; and 
that any of the British ships, as was the case with several, had 
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to doubt who were their proper opponents in the Dutch line* 
Id point of tignal-fiiakiiig;, too, diexe was, as proved on the trial 
of the Agincourt's captain, aboat an equal share of misunder- 
Btanding;: the hazy state of the weather, indeed, made this a 
common cause of complaint to both fleets. Upon the whole, the 
shattered hulls and blood-besmeared decks of the prizes, and 
the almost equally damaged state of the principally engaged 
ships among those that had taken them, ^ave decided proofs 
that, although it had lain by so long, ^'Batavian prowess" 
BtiU daimed the lei^eei of an enemy and the applause of the 
wuld. 

Scarcely had the British admiral turned the heads of his 

ships in a homeward direction, ere a gale ensued, that scattered 
and endangered the whole of them. Most of the masts that had 
been tottering fell on the decks ; and the rolling of the vessels 
occasioned the water to rush through shot-holes, that, in com- 
mon weather, would not have taken in a drop. On the 13th the 
DM, while in tow of , the Veteran, exhibited a board with the 
words chalked on it, The ship is sinking." As quickly as 
possible the British bofits of all the nearest ships were hoisted 
out ; and the greater part of the Delft's crew were fortunately 
saved. 

The following particulars of the loss of the Delft, we extract 
from a Steel's list of March, 1803. " When Lieutenant Charles 
BuUen, tirst of the Monmouth, came on board to take posses- 
sion of the ship, he found her much damaged, having many shot 
through her hull and rigeing, and her mammast and yard shot 
away, two o£Eicer8 and lorty-one of her men killed, and one 
officer and seventy-five men wounded. He sent the captain, 
two officers, and ninety men on board his own ship, and re- 
quested the Delft'*s late first lieutenant, Mr. lleilberi^, and who 
was not wounded, to assist him, with the men under his com- 
mand, in preventing the ship from sinking ; in which they suc- 
ceeded until the 14th of the same month, when a storm came on 
and put the vessel in a very dangerous situation. She filled ten 
feet with water, so that all hope of saving her was soon at an 
end. Lieutenant Bullen represented this to Mr. Heilberg, 
telling him, at a certain signal, he should throw himself, with 
his men, into the lonf^boat, and inviting him to avail himself of 
the opportunity of efiecting his escape. * But how can I leave 
these unfortunate men ? ' replied he, pointing to the wounded 
sailors, whom it had been necessary to brine on deck, as the 
hold was already full of water. Lieutenant BuUen, struck with 
the answer, exclaimed, ' God bless you, my brave fellow ! here 
is my hand ; I give you my word 1 will stay here with you 1 ' 
He then caused his own men to leave the ship, and remained 
behind himself to assist the Dutch. The Russcl soon sent out 
her boats to their succour, and brought off as many as could be 
pnt on board them, and lost no time in making a second voyage 
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wtili €qntl snecew : but few of the wounded could be got off^ 
altboDgh the two officers hed united thdr efforts for that pur- 
pose, and fltiU remained with them in the vessel, with tniee 
Bubaltem* officers and about thirty seamen. They were still 

cherishing the hope that the boats would, a third time, 
come to their relief; but the fatal moment was now ar- 
rived, and on a sudden the Delft went down. Lieutenant 
Bullen sprang into the sea and reached his own ship; but the 
unfortunate Hdlberg perished, the victim of his courage and 
humanitv." 

The Monnikendam frigate, in the custody of the Beaulieu, was 
wrecked on the Ressen sand, near West-Capel ; but the whole 
of the people fortunately got safe on shore. The Ambuscade 
frigate, bein|T driven on the Dutch coast, was recaptured. The 
remainder of the prizes, one by one, ultimately reached a British 
port. As trophies, their appearance was gratifying ; but, as 
shim of war, they were not the slightest acquisition to the navy 
of England. 

Of the seven Dutch line-of-battle ships that had quitted the 
action to return home, one only, the Brutus, met any obstructum 
in her way thither. On the afternoon of the I3th, while, in com- 
pany with the Atalanta and another armed brig, this ship lay at 
ancnor, in six fathoms, oft' the heights of Hinder, the British 
40-^un (24-pouuder) frigate Eiidymion, Captain Sir Thomas 
Win iams, made her appearance in the nortb-east As the 
frigate bore down, the two brigs weighed and stood further in 
shore; and the Brutus, hoisting her ensign and a rear-admiral's 
flag, waited the fornier^s approach. At about 4h. 30m. p.m. 
the line-of-battle ship commenced firing, but Sir Thomas Wil-, 
liams reserved his fire until he came athwart the Dutch ship's 
bows; when the Endymion opened her larboard broadside, 
receiving a fire in return from her opponent's bow-chasers. 
Putting about presently, the frigate repinted the fire from her* 
starboard guns, at a closer distance than before, and was again 
fired at in return from the bow-guns of the Brutus. No sooner 
had the Endymion passed ahead of her opponent, than the 
strength of the tide drifted her within mnge of the 74's broadside. 
This the fris;ate, as she stood on, answered with her stern-guns, 
until about 6h. 30m. p. m. ; when the Endymion having passed 
out of gun- shot, the firing ceased. 

Smce the first discovery of the enemy, the Endymion had 
made si&mals and fired guns to windward, in the hope that some 
ship of Admiral Duncan's fleet, from which she had parted only 
a few hours before, misrht be near enoufjh to understand them. 
While stretchino; on in the direction of the fleet, the frigate 
continued to make signals for an enemy, adding to them, after 
dark, several rockets and blue lights. At length, at about 10 h. 
30 m. p. M., the Beaulieu joined company ; and the two frigates 
stood back to the spot on which the Brutus had been leu at 
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uebor. On die 14Ui, at 6 a* m.^ the Bratm was aeeOy but not 
in the aame place : the ahip had weighed, and was now at anchor, 
-with Goree Gatt open astern of her. At 6 a. m., not considering 

herself safe with two British frii;ates for her opponents, the 
Brutus reweip;hed, and ran over the dats into the Maese. At 
7 A. M. tlie Eiidyniion and Beaulieu, beini^ thus frustrated in 
their obj(:ct, hauled their wind and stood oii\ The Endymion's 
casualties were confined to the loss of her foretopgallant yard, 
and aone trifling injury to her sails and rigging. 

• On the 17tb, the day of his arrivul at the Nore, Admiral 
Duncan was created a baron and a viscount of Great Bntmn, 
by the titles of Baron Duncan of Lundie, and Viscount Duncan of 
Camperdown. At tlie same time Vice-admiral Onslow was 
created a baronet, and Captains Trollope and Fa ufax were made 
knightij-banuerets. Gold medals were also struck, to com- 
SBemorale the victory, and presented to the admirals and 
captains, to be worn in the same manner as thoae given on Eail 
Howe's and Sir John Jenris's Tictories. The thanks of both 
houses of parliament were unanimously voted to the fleet ; and 
the city of London presented Lord Duncan with its freedom 
and a sword of 200 guineas value, and the same, with a sword 
of 100 [luineas value, to Sir Richard Onslow. 

As on ail similar occasions, the hist lieutenant of every ship 
present in this battle received a step in hie rank. The names of 
dnae serving on board the line-of-battle ships were, according 
to the best of our researches,* as follows: William Renton, 
Venerable ; John Winne, Monarch ; Charles BurrouQ:hs, Russel; 
Thomas Linthome, Monta<j:n ; John Smith, Bedtoid; Ulick 
Jenninirs, Powerful ; Richard Power, Triumph ; Robert Eng- 
land, Belliqueux ; William Lane, Auincourt ; Christopher Wat- 
son, Lancaster ; George Morris, Ardent; Thomas Halton, Vete- 
im; John M*Taggart, Director; Charles Bnllen, Monmonth ; 
William Lamb, liis; and Chriati^her John Williama Nesham, 
Adamant. 

Unfortunately, justice required that at leastone captain should 

be tried by a court-martial, for his dehnquency in the crionou*? 
battle for the successful result of which the above rewards had 
been so justly bestowed. Captain Williamson, of the Agin- 
court, was the officer so tried. The court sat irom December 
4th to January 1st, on board the Circe at Sheemess, upon two 
charges: one for disobedience of signals and not gomg into 
action; the other for cowardice or disaffection. The court 
considered the first charge as proved, but not the second, and 
sentenced Captain Williamson to be |)1ac( (l at the bottom of the 
list of post-captains, and to be rendered incapable thenceforward 
of servmg m the navy. 



• See p. AS. 
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LIGHT 8QUAOB0N8 AMD SINGLE 8HUNL 

Tn October of the last year we left the French Rear-admiral 
Sercey, with his six frigates, the Forte, l^ciiie, Veitu, Cyb^le^ 
Regeneree, and Prudeiite, on his way to liatuvia. He arrived 
there, and besides getting his ships thoroughly repaired and vic- 
tualli-d, obtained a treaty from the Regency of Batavia, to 
supply the Isie of France with rice, Oi* well as with cordage 
and canvass, to the amotint of 300,000 rix-donara. After a stay 
of two months. Rear-admiral Sercey put to sea on bis return to 
the Isle of France. On the 28th of January, 1797, just as he 
had cleared the straits of Bali, and was oif the east end of 
Java, jNI. Sercey met with, what lie considered at the time, a 
fortuuate escape from very superior force, but which, he was 
afterwards fain to confess, was the most unlucky occurrence that 
had befallen him during his long, and by no means inactive pro* 
ItBssiooal life* 

Five (if not six) homeward-bound, richly-laden Indiamen, the 

Woodford, Captain Charles Lennox, Ocean, Captain Andrew 
Patton, Taunton-Castle, Captain Edward Studd, Canton, Cap* 
tain Abel Vyvyan, and Boddam, Captain George P ihncr, under 
the charge of the first-named officer, found themselves on the 
morning of the day mentioned, in sight of Rear-admiral Sercey'a 
frigate-bi^uadron. knowing that, besides the inutility of running 
as ameans of escape firom men of war, the very act of doing so 
would expose the weakness of his force. Captain Lennox, with 
as much judgment as presence of mind, hoisted the flag of Rear- 
admiral Kainier, blue at the mizen, and made his other ships 
hoist pendants and ensigns to correspond. He even did more. 
He detached two of his ships to chase and reconnoitre the 
enemy. As these advanced towards tlie French reconnoitring 
frigate, the Cybcle, Captain Threouart, the latter crowded sail to 
join her consorts^ with the signal at her mast-head, The enemy 
IS superior in force to the French."* 

On this the French admiral also made sail ; and although, on 
the Forte*8 carrying away her main topmast, M. Sercey thought 
it extraordinary that the English did not continue tlie chase, the 

. ..... 

assurance by Captain Tiuc'onart, on his passing within hail of 
the Forte, that he had clearly made out the enemy's force to 
consist of two line-of-battle ships and four frigates, and four 
frigates, induced ^e admiral to continue his retreat In about 
four weeks aller this well-managed ruse on the part of Captain 
Lennox, Rear-ad tniral Sercey arrived with his squadron at the 
Isle of France. There, to his mortification, he learnt, that 
Admiral Rainier had not been near the Bali straits, and conse- 
quently that the tears of one of his captains, coupled with a 

• L'ennemi 'est sup^eor aux forces Francaises."— FMw H CMjutiu, 
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little remissness on hiB own part, had lost him at least fife 

valuable Indiaroen. 

Oil the 31st of January, as a small frigate-squadron, under the 
orders of Lord Garlics, in the Lively 32, was cruising about nine 
leagues north-west of the Monsheque mountains, with the wind 
at east-north-east, a strange ship hove in sight to the northward. 
Chase was then given ; and, oy an hour after sunset, the 12- 

Sunder 32-gun nigate Andromache^ Captain Charles John 
oore Mansfield, having nm far ahead of her companions, came 
up with the stranger. After hailing and being answered in 
Spanish, the Andromache opened her fire; and the two ships 
continued closely engaged for upwards of 40 minutes, when the 
Andromtu he's opponent, having failed in an attempt to board, 
hauled down her colours. 

It now appeared that the ship, which the British frigate had 
been (engaging, was an Algerine, of much the same force as the 
Andromache, and who had taken the latter for a Portuguese 
fri^te. This mutual mistake cost the British three men 
killed and six wounded, and the Algerine as many as 66 killed, 
and 50 badly, besides several slightly wounded. By far the 
greater number of the Algerine ship''s killed consisted of those 
who had been rash enough to throw themselves upon the British 
frigate^s deA, in the ndn hope to cany her by boardine. After 
the action had terminated, the Lively and the rest of 9ie squa* 
dron joined conipan\% 

On the 22d of February, in the evening, the French 40-gun 
frigates Resistance and Vengeance, 22-gun ship-corvette Con- 
stance, and lugger Vautour, anchored in Fisgard bay on the 
coast of Wales. During the night they landed 1200 galley- 
slaves, dressed and accoutred as soldiers, but without any cannon 
or camp-equipage. The alarm soon spread, and it was not lon^ 
before a strong body of militia, under the command of Lord 
Cawdor, asseiM>led near the spot. The Frenchmen, whose 
intentions were rathef predatory than warlike, immediately 
surrendered, and were marched as prisoners to Haversfordwest. 
Meanwhile the vessels that had brought them weighed, and sooa 
disappeared from the coast. What was the object of this silly 
expedition, no one, not even among the French, seems rightly to 
have understood. 

On the 9th of March, early in the morning, the British 18- 
pounder 36-gun frigate San riorenzo, Captain Sir Harry Neale, 
and 12-pounder 36-gun frigate Nymphe, Captain John Cooke, 
while on their return to Admiral Lord Rridport's fleet off Ushant, 
after having: reconnoitred the road to Brest, then bearing: from 
them east by north distant three or four leagues, saw to the 
westward, standing in towards the port, two of the three ships 
which had been so credi^bly employed ; one the 40-gun frigate 
R^istance, Captain (de Tais.) Jean-Baptiste Montannies La- 
Tcque, the other the 22-gun corvette Constance^ Captaia 
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Desauney. The San-Fiorenzo and Nymphe immediately tacked 
and hauled close to the wind, until, having gained the weather- 
gage, they bore down for the two strangers, who had by this time 
Soutod raneli odours, and the headmort of whom now fired at 
the British ships. The distance from Pobte Saint-Mathieu bemg 
less than three leagues, the French fleet of 14 sail of the line 
end six frigates in sight from the tops, and the wind a leading 
one out of Brest, that which was likely to be the most deciBiTe> 
"was deemed the best, mode of attack. 

Accordingly, the two British frigates stood for, and, at the 
distance of about 40 yards, soon engaged, the headmost ship, 
the Resistance ; which, after a slight defence, stmek her oolonia* 
By the time uus 'ship was taken possession of, the other had 
airiTed up, and, being attacked by both British frigates as 
warmly as her consort had been, in 10 minutes surrendered also. 
The action, which was a runninc^ ^gl^t, did not last longer than 
half an hour; but it is due to Captain Desauney to state, that, 
although commanding by far the weaker ship, he made a much 
more creditable defence than his commodore : the Constance, 
indeed, soon alter hemg taken possession of, lost her maimnast 
and lore topmast, owing to the fire she had withstood. Jost aft 
the close or the action, the British 74-2:un ship Robust, Captain 
George CountesSy and 28-gun frigate Triton, Captain John Gore, 
hove in sight; a circumstance that, doubtless, nad its efiect in 
facilitating the capture. 

Neither of the British ships suffered the slightest damage or 
loss. The Resistance, on the other hand, had 10 men killed, 
her first lientenant and eight men wounded ; the Constance, 
eight men killed and six wounded: total, 18 killed and 15 
wounded. 

There is little doubt that, had the odds in this case been re- 
versed, the British would have made an honourable, if not a 
successful defence. Takiiin; into the account, however, that a 
British 74 and frigate were present at the close, and must have 
been in sight during the continuance, of the action, all that can 
he said is, that the British gained, without the occurrence on 
their part of a smgle casualty, two remarkably fine ships. The 
Resistance mounted 48 guns, or four more long 8s than No. fi 
in the table at p. 64 of yoI. i., (but not, as a contemporary states, 
"24-pounder8 on the main deck,"*) and measured llo2 tons. 
The Vengeance was her sister-ship. The larger prize, under 
the name, in allusion to the spot at which the Resistance and 
her consorts had disembarked their convict freight, of Fisgard, 
continued, for & long while at the head of the 38-gun fing^ 
class, and the smalter One retained her French name as a 22- 
gun post-ship. 

On the 13th of March the British 14rgim entter Viper, lieo ; 
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tenant John Pengelly, being about seven leagues north-west 
from Alboran, on her return to Gibraltar from Alj^iere, descried 
in the north-west quarter, and gave chase to, a Spanish 10-gun 
brig-privatccr, named " Piteous Virgin-Maria." At 1 P. m. the 
Viper hred a gun at the chase; who then hoisted Spanish 
colouiBy fired a shotted gun, aod hove to. In half an hour tha 
cutler got cloee alongside the brig^ and a amart action ensued, 
which continued until 3h. lOm. p. K., when the latter hauled 
down her colours. 

During the action, the Virgin-Maria attempted several times 
to set fire to her heretic opponent, by throwing on board flasks 
filled with powder and sulphur; but the Viper's people were too 
active to sufier the scheme to succeed. Tiie cutter received 40 
diots in her hull, and n 4>pound shot in her lower mast Her 
rigging also was Tery much cut; but she fortunately sustained 
no loss. The brig was a ^ood deal dan^kged, and lost one man 
killedy one mortaUvi and six dangenmaly wounded. The Viper'f 
guns were 4-pounaer?, and her complement was about 48 men 
and boys. Ol the brig s guns, six were Spanish 4, and four 6 
pounders : she also mounted eight swivels, and had a comple- 
ment of 42 men. Upon the whole, this little victory on the part 
of the cutter did great credit to her officen and crew. 

On the 1st of April the Ift^gun ship-sloop Hazard (eighteen 
6-pounder8 and six 12 or 18 pounder carronades, with 121 men 
and boys). Captain Alexander Ruddach, while cruising close off 
the Skellocks on the coast of Ireland, fell in with the French 
bri«j;-privateer liardi, of 18 long 8-p(junders and 130 men and 
boys, and after a seven hours' chase, at the end of which the 
liardi lost both her topmasts, captured the privateer without 
resistance. On the 2d of the preceding December the Hazard, 
imder the same commander, captured, after the discharge of 
oat or two broadsides, the French ship-privateer Musette, of 22 
guns and 160 men and boys. Shortly after bis capture of the 
second privateer, Captain Ruddach was^ very deservedly, pro- 
moted to post-rank. 

On the 26th of April, at G a. m., the British 74-<j:un ship 
Irresistible, Captain George Martin, and 3G-guu frigate Emerald, 
Captain Velterers Comewdl Berkeley, being on a cruise off the 
coast of Spain, fell in with and chased two Spanish frigates^ 
the Ninfii and Santa-Elena, of 34 guns, 12 and 6 pounders, and 
320 men each, from Havana, bound to Cadiz. On discovering 
by what superior force they were pursued, the two fni:;ate8 ran 
for and anchored in Conil bay, near Trafalgar. Thither, at 2 h. 
30 m. p. M., the Irresistible and Emerald, skilfully rounding 
the Laja de Ca|>e Rocha, a dangerous ledge of rocks, a little 
to the northward of Conil, followed them, and a smart action 
ensued ; which, at 4 p« m., tenninated in the capture of the 
two frigates. The Santa-Elena, after she had struck, cut her 
cable and drove on ^abm; her crev diecting their escape. 
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This frigate was subsequently got off, but in too damaged a state 
to be kept afloat: she accordingly went down. Part of the 
Isinfa's crew also escaped to the bhore. The Joss sustained by 
the two frigates was represented to have been 18 men killed and 
30 wounded. The Irresistible htd one man killed and ona 
wounded. The Emerald escaped withoat a casualty. The 
Ninfa, under the name of Hamadryad, was taken into the Bii* 
tish service as a 12-pounder 36. 

The following anecdote we extract from the work of a con- 
temporary, as believing the Ninfa and Santa-Elena to be the 
frigates alluded to. " While our fleet lay before Cadiz (the 
in-shore squadron * almost within gun-shot of the lighthouse^ 
the main body of the fleet about flva miles off, at anchor), 
two frigates came upon them in the night, and were reported 
to the captain of the flag-ship, by the officer of the watcJi. 
Tliey were supposed to be either friends or neutrals ; and the 
Spanish captains were not sensible of their danger, until, stand- 
ing nearer to Cadiz, they learned from the fishing- boats, that 
the British tieet was without them, and the advanced squadroa 
within them. Not a moment was to be lost, and the time was 
well employed. They were loaded with treasure, which wa» 
instantly got on deck, put into the fishing-boats, and landed 
safely at Cadiz without suspicion. Daylight discovered the foe> 
tunate Spaniard?!, after all their treasure was in Mifety; they 
were chased, and one taken, and the other destroyed, in a bay 
not far from the scene of their achievement." f 

The Spaniards usually sent their frigates for treasure iu pairs ; 
and, at the very time mi the Ninfa and Santa-Elena wece thua 
lost to their country, another pair of Spanish frigates were either 
on their passage out to, or on their return home from, South- 
America, two such frigates having been fallen in with, on the 
20th of Mav, in latitude 34' 36' south, longitude 53 ' 14' west, 
which is a little to the northward of the mouth of the Rio de 
la Plata, by the British 12-pounder 3()-gua frigate Oiseau (late 
Clcupatre) captain Charles Brisbane. 

At dayhght on the day mentioned the Oiseau, standing on the 
atarboard tack, with the wind at about south by west, diMOvered 
and immadiately chased a strange sail bearing south-west hf 
west, distant three or four leagues. At 7h. 30m. a.m. a 
second sail made her appearance astern of tlie first. At 9 h« 
80 ni. A. M. the leading ship, now seen to be a fiigate, hauled 
up her mainsail and took in her top<;alhintsails, and in another 
quarter of an hour fired a gun to leeward and hoisted Spanish 
colours. The Oi»eau, who bad now approached within gun-shot, 

* Of which Captain Sir James Saumarcz, of the Orion, wa% we boBiMU 
die commanding officer, 
t BreotoD, vol iii., p. 4* 
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lioisted English colours and discharged her broadnde in return. 
Perceiving, however, that the other ship, a iri^te ako, was 
coining up fast, under a press of canTass, the Oisean made all 

sail from two opponents, cither of which had the appearance of 
being at least equal to herself. At 2 h. 45 m. p. u. tne headmost 

of the two Spanish frigates finding that a longer chase would 
separate her from her consort, shortened sail and hauled to the 
wind ; thus destroying the hope entertained by the Oiseau, of 
bringing one of the frigates to action without interruption by the 
other. 

These details/or the piuicipal part of them, are extracted from 

the Oiseau's log, which we were induced to search on reading 
the following paragraph in a work of naval biography recently 
published : "Whilst thus employed," cruisine off' the Rio de la 
Plata, " Captain Brisbane fell in with two Targe Spanish fri- 
gates, one of them bearinjz; a commodore's broad pendant. A 
severe engagement ensued ; but, notwithstanding the disparity 
of force, the TCHseaii had the good fortune to beat off her oppo- 
nents.* 

Had this statement regarded an officer, whose professional 
fame was less firmly established than that of Captain Charles 
Brisbane, we should, as we have done in some similar cases in 
Mr. Marshall's book, have let it pass without notice, for fear of 
exciting an undue prejudice against the officer who has thus the 
xuibfortune to be the subject of biographical exaggeration. A 
writer should, indeed, be very cautious about intn^ucing such 
loose, undated accounts ; esjpecially, as the ssme means of ascer- 
taining their validity, and, it the main facts be true, of supplying 
any deficient particulars, are alike open to him and to us. 

On the 16th of July, in the night, a British squadron, com- 
posed of the 40-gun frigate Pomone, Captain Sir John Borlase 
Warren, 44-gun frigate Anson, Captain Philip Charles Durham, 
38-gun frigate Artois, Captain Sir Edmund Nagle, and 18-gun 
brig-sloop Sylph, Capt. John X^hambers White, and Dolly, hired 
armed cutter, oeing on a cruise off Ushant, discovered and gave 
chase to a convoy of fourteen French vessels, in charge of the 
28-gun frigate Calliope (mounting, like others of her class, 32 
or 34 guns), and one ship, and one brig-corvette, standing in for 
Audierne bay. The two corvettes hauled their wind to the 
southward, and escaped round the Penmarcks ; but the frigate, 
not being able to follow tliem, at about 2 h. 20 m. a. m., on the 
17th, cut away her masts and ran on shore, and a brig, laden 
ivitb ordnance stores, anchored close to her. 

At 7 A. v. the Anson anchored with a spring on her cable, and 
opened a fire upon the frigate and brig, but at rather too great 
n distsnce to do much execution. At 9 h. 30 m. a. m., the Sylph 
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gallantly ran in and anchored between the Anion and the French 
Sigate, and within 150 yards of the latter. Am soon as she had 
got a spring upon her cable, the Sylph opened upon the Calliope 

a well-directed fire, which the frigate, at intei-vals, returned. 
At 11 h. 30 m. A. M. the Anson weighed and made sail, to join 
the Pumone and Artois ; but the brig remained, and continued 
the cannonade with such spirit and efiect, until recalled by signal 
at 6 p. M., that the French crew were ultimately prevented by it 
fiom using any means to save the ship or stores, and on the 
next day the Calliope went to pieces. 

The tire from the French frigate had occasioned a loss to the 
Sylph of five seamen and one marine wounded ; but the Calliope's 
loss, by the brig's fire, it was impossible to ascertain. Of the 
convoy in charge of the Calliope and corvettes, one transport 
ship, three brigs, and four chasse-marees were taken, and one 
timber-ship and one brig were run on shore and burnt ; the 
remainder effected their escape. 

On the llth of August, early in the morning, Sir John 
Warren, cruising off the coast of La Vendee, with, besides the 
Pomone, the 38-gun frigate Jason, Captain Charles Stirling, 
12-pounder 32-gun frigate Triton, Captain John Gore, and 18- 
gun brig sloop Sylph, Captain John Cliauibers White, discovered 
a French convoy of brigs and chasse-niarces, under the escort of 
a ship-corvette and three or four gun-vessels, standing to sea oat 
of the Pertuis-d'Antioche ; and which, to avoid the danger that 
threatened them, ran for the river of Sable^'Olonne. 

Perceiving that the corvette and a brig-gun vessel had anchored 
at the entrance of the river under the protection of a fort, Captain 
White gallantly asked ])crmission to stand in and cannonade 
them. Leave having been obtained, the i^ylph, at 1 1 h. 30 m. 

M., anchored in seven fathoms, about a mile to the westward 
of Sable-d'Olonne, and opened her fire, which was presently 
retained by the fort and vessels. At noon the Pomone and 
Jason (the Triton was then in chase in the offing), keeping 
under way, joined in the cannonade ; and soon afterwards the 
gun- vessel cut her cables, and endeavoured to rejoin her convoy 
at anchor in the river, but sank at its entrance. At about a 
quarter past noon, finding it impracticable to do more, the Sylph 
cut her cable and stood out, with the loss of one master's mate 
(Henry Wrickson) and two seamen killed, and three wounded. 
The Pomone, also, had one seaman killed, and one seaman and 
one marine wounded. The result of this attack was, that a 
French gun-Tessd was destroyed, and a French shipi^orvette, 
which was seen in the harbour of Olonne^ by the Pomoney on 
the 16th, considerably damaged. 

On the 27th, m the evening, Sir John, with the same squadron, 
cruising to the southward of the entrance of the river Gironde, 
discovered and chased in the south-west another French convoy. 
The ohaae oonlinaed all night, and the Jason and Tnton, bong 
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far to windward and ahead, captured five of the ressels. On 
the 28lh, at 2 A. M.,the Pomonc, bcinfr near the shore, discovered 
a cutter, and sent a boat to take possession ot her ; but the cutter, 
which was the Petit-Diable, of 1'2 or 14 p^uns, and 70 or 80 men, 
ordered the boat to keep otf". On this the Pomone herself stood 
in* and, firing a few sbots, cut away the Petii-Diable^s mast, 
and compelled her to ran on shore among the breakers nfxm the 
coast of Arcasson ; where it is supposed she was lost. 

This is a plain account of what was effected by Sir John 
Warren's squadron on the 11th and 28th of August; but the 
following is the result, as it stands in the London Gazette at the 
foot of Sir John Warren's letter : " A ship-corvette, 22 guns 
and 200 men, cautured August 11, 1797, at Sable-d'Olonne ; on 
■bore^ and bilgeo. A brig gun-vessel, 12 gims and 70 men, 
sank. Le Petit-Diable, cutter, 18 guns and 180 men, cap»tured 
August 29, 1797, on the coast of Arcasson ; on shore, bilged, 
and fell 0¥er," besides a long list of merchant vessels. We 
cannot say, at this moment, whether the head-money for the 
crews of these three vessels of war, which would amount to 
1150/., was paid by the British government; but we may here- 
after have to show, that an evil of incalculably greater magnitude 
arose from these, to say the least of them, highly-coloured 
gazette-letters of Sir John Boilase Wanen. 

On the 1st of August, while the British transport. Lady 
Shore, with 119 convicts on board, was on her way to Botany 
Bay, a number of French emigrants and deserters, very un- 
wisely sent on board to guard the prisoners, havinrr f;nine(l over 
the majority of the crew, revolted and took possession of the 
ship. A spirited opposition by the passengers, and the loyal 
of the soldiers and seamen, might yet have saved the ship, 
not a traitorous scoundrel, one ** Adjutant Minchin," delir 
Tered up the arms and ammunition to the mutineers. On the 
15th, when about 100 leagues from the land, in the latitude of 
Cape Sta.-Maria on the coast of Brazil, the mutineers sent nway 
in the long boat 29 persons, men, women, and children, the 
oungest child not five weeks old ! After ^reat suffering from 
ad w eather, the boat reached the port of San-Pedros, and the 
cople, among whom was the notorious Major Sample, wem 
ospitably received. 
This occurrence we should scarcely have thought worth 
recording in these pages^ but for a highly exaggerated account 
that has found its way into a respectable French historical work. 
The article, which is epitomized, "Enlevement d'un vaisseau 
anglais de ia compagnic des Indes, par huit prisonniers de gueiTe 
fiau<^ais," represents the two principal actors to be Selis, one of 
the chief quartermasters, and Thierry, the pilot, late belonging 
to the French corvette, Bonne-Citoyenne, captured in March ot 
the preceding ;^t. 
These men, it appears, afUr a confinement of aeten Montfat kk 
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the prison at Petersficld, contrived to effect their escape, but 
were arrested by the coast-fencibles, near Portsmouth, and re- 
confined ui one of the prisons there. Theoce they were removed, 
aficouDt states, along with several other prisoners, to the 
hulks, preparatory to being truiS|X)rted to Botany Bay. Proni 
the hulks, S^lis uid Thierry, with six other Frenchmen, effected • 
their escape ; but they were all retaken, and were finally en- 
barked on board the liady-Shore. These eight Frenchmen, 
with no other assistance than that afforded by three Germans 
and a Spaniard, are represented to have surprised and captured 
tiie convict-ship; whick they afterwards earned to Monte- Video 
end sold.* 

Aceiutomed as we are to the French maimer of relating n 
ooeunence of this kind, the chief snrpriee it excites in as is, that 
prisoners of war should have been sent to Botany Bay forhivikig^ 

as, by a law of nature almost as strong as that of seli-preserva- 
tion, they were justified in doins]^, attempted to escape from 
confinement. We think there must be a mistatement as to the 
cause that led to the banishment of MM. Sells and Thierry; in 
short, that these French prisoners had committed some act of 
tarpitade» the divulgement of which would have shown, not ool^ 
that their punishment had heen justly inflicted, but that their 
veracity was not to be relied upon. 

On the 10th of Auo^ust, at davlight, the British 38-gun frigate 
Arethusa, Captain Thomas VVolley, being in latitude 3(r 49 
iwrth, longitude 55° 50' west, and having a detained Prussian 
ship in tow, discovered to windward three strange sail ; one of 
which, at about 7 h. 30 m. a. m., bore down, under Frenck 
colours, to within half goMhot, and then opened her file. This 
the Arethusa was not slow m returning ; and the French ship, 
which, extraordinary to say, was only a corvette of 20 long »- 
pounders, made no attempt to escape, until she Imd fou^^ht a 
British 18-pounder frigate, mounting 44 2;ims, f or half an hour, 
and sustained, besides considerable damage in her sails and 
riegincr, a loss of two seamen killed and eight wounded. The 
Ghuete's fire was not wholly ineiTectual ; for the Arethusa loat 
one seaman killed, the captain's derk (leg amputated), and two 
teamen wounded. 

The Gaiet^ had 186 men on board at the commenoeaient of 
the action, and was commanded by Enseicrne de Vaisseau Jean- 
Francois Guiixnier. Ono of the vessels in lier company was the 
brig-corvette Espoir, of 14 guns. The latter kept to windward 
until the action was over, and then stood away. What the 
third veseel was, does not appear ; but, unless she was a cotfctte 
• nearly equal in forte to the Oaiet6, the temerity of M. Guigaier 
n provoking the attack was highly censcrable. At all events, 
his two consorts were not ambitious to take a share in an enter- 
poae of rach hardihood and danger as that in which the Freneh 
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eoMmt de yaisseau lost his ship. The Gaiet^ wts qiuie a new 
▼earn, measuring 514 tons, and became a great acquieitioii to 

the class of British 20-gun ships. 

On the 15th of August the Alexandrian schooner, of six guns, 
4-pounders, and 40 men and boys, commanded by Lieutenant 
William Wood Senhouse, and acting as tender to the Prince of 
Wales 9d, Rear-admiral Harvey's flag-ship at Martinique, being 
on a cruise off the island, ui quest ot French privateers, fell iu 
with, and, after a spirited action of 45 minutes, captured, the 
Fraiieh privateer scnooner Coq, of six ^uns, 4 or 6 poimden 
French, and 34 men ; of whom two were killed and five wounded. 
On the same evening Lieutenant Senhouse attacked another 
privateer schooner, of apparently greater force: but which, after 
a runnmg action of some length, escaped, owing to the darkness 
of the night. 

On the 21st of August, in latitude 48^ 3' north, longitude 8° 
west, the British 16-gun brig-sloop Penguin, Captain John Kin^ 
Palling, being on the larboard tack, wiui the wind blowing baia 
from the eastward, discovered, right ahead, two armed brigs, 
evidently cruisers, standing towards her. At 9 h. 30 m. a. h., 
the strangers, having weathered the Penguin by about a mile, 
bore down, the headmost brig under English colours. No doubt, 
however, existing as to their character, the Penguin opened her 
iire, and soon compelled them to haul up agam on the starboard 
tack. The Penguin then wore, and, commg to on the same taok 
as they were, kept under their lee, pouring a steady fire 
into both of them. At 9 h. 46 m. a. m. the stemmost brig struck 
her colours and hove to ; but the sea was running too high to 
allow the Penguin to take immrdiate possession or her. More- 
over the remaunng brig, which, both m appearance and reality, 
was by fiir the more formidable of the two, was endeavouring to 
escape. The Pengum lost no time in pursuing this vessel ; and, 
After a ninning fight of an hour and 40 minutes, during which 
the British crew, owing to the high sea and press of San neces- 
sary, had worked the guns kne^eep in water, compelled the 
French brig privateer Oiseau, of 18 ^ns, to surrender. 

At noon the Penguin took possession of the prize, and in half 
an hour made sail after tht- Oiscau's consort; who, by this time, 
was nearly out ot" sight to leeward, usinii; every effort to escape. 
At 4 P.M. the Penguin overtook and brought to the fugitive; 
•which proved to be tiie Express, of Dartmouth, prise to the 
Oisean, and formerly the French privateer, Appocrate, of 14 
•guns. 

The Penguin came o£f with very little damage and no loss. 
The Oiseau, besides losing her main topmast a few minutes be- 
fore she struck, sufliered greatly in hull, masts, and rigging, and 
had one man killed, and five wounded. The guns of the Penguin, 
.formerly the Dutch brig Comet, as ordered for her when fitted, 
were l4 long 9-poundecs and two 18-pounder canonades, with a 
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complement of 124 men and boys. The guns mounted hj Ihe 
Oiseau were 16 French 8 and two 12 pounders, all long gons^ 
with a complement, on board, of 119 men and boys. 

Even had the Oiseau been alone, the capture of her by the 
Penguin would have been a creditable affair. As it was, Captain 
Pulling evinced a commendable proinptitude in following up his 
finl tmntage ; and the Penguin's officeni and eiew, in general, 

Sive a decided proof of their judgment and bravery in efieeting 
e capture of two such opponents. 

On the 17th September, at 7 h. 30 m. AJtf., Cape Nicholas- 
Mole in the island of St. Domingo bearing south by west half- 
west, the British 18-gun brig-sloop Pelican, Lieutenant Thomas 
White, acting commander, in the absence of Captain John Gas- 
coyne, who was ill on shore, saw in the uorlh-north-weat standing 
lowaids her on the larboard tack, with the wind at east, a 
strange brig, evidentlv. of force; » and which was the French 
•privateer Trompeur, of 12 long French 6-pounders, and 78 men 
and boys. The Pelican immediately made sail in chase. At 
^h. 45m. A.M. the Trompeur hoisted her colours; and the 
Pelican who had already hoisted hers, wlnle crossing the Trom- 
peur on the contrary track, opened her broadside. The Pelican 
then wore round her opponent's stem, and kept up a continued 
and well^irected die, until 9h.20m. a.ii.; when the Trom- 
penr, hanling on board her larboard taeksy made bll sail to get 
away. 

The Pelican, as soon as she had repaired her running rigging 
which had been very much cut, crowded sail to get again along- 
side of her opponent. This, at 45 minutes past noon, the 
Pelican accomplished ; and opening her fire a second time, 
continued it with so much spirit and effect, the yard-arms of the 
two briffs bong lodced during the mater part of the time, that 
atlh, 10m. P.M. tiie Trompenr nlew np abaft, and in fire 
minutes more went down by the head. The Pelican's boats were 
immediately hoisted out, and 60 of the drowning crew, incliKling 
the captain, were happily rescued. No officer could have fought 
his ship more bravely than this captain liad : lie was seen, in 
the hottest of the fire, standing on the quarterdeck, exhorting 
his men to do their duty ; and do their duty they did in the most 
valiant manner. 

The loss on board the Trompeur by the Pelican's shot does 
not appear ; but, from the efiect of those shot upon the brio's 
hull, It must have been very severe. The loss sustained by toe 
Pelican amounted to one killed, and five wounded. 

The Pelican is the same " frigate with her mizenmast out,"* 
which, a twelvemonth previous, caused such great consternation 
on board the French frigate Med6e. The effectoal manner in 
which the crew plied their guns, in action with the Tiompemr, 
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incontestably shows that they had not fallen off iu their disci- 
pline.* 

On the 4cli of October, at daybreak, tbe liland of Barbadoea 

bearing west four or five leagues, the British 6-gan schooner 
Alexandrian, still eonmandiSl by lieutenant William Wood 

Senhouse, descried a schooner on her quarter, in chase of aA 
American brig to leeward. No sooner did the strange schooner 
discover the Alexandrian to be an armed vessel, tluui she hauled 
her wind to the northward, and was immediately pursued by the 
latter. At 9 a. m. the Alexandrian overtook the schooner, and, 
after a close action of 50 minutes, compelled her to haul down 
her colours. The .prize proved to be the French privateer 
£picbaris, mounting eight caniagc-guns (probably 4-pounders), 
with a complement, as connte<l, of 74 men. The Alexandrian, 
in this contest, lost one seaman killed and four wounded; the 
Epicharis, four killed and 12 severely wounded. 

On the 26th of October, near the i:-land of Teneriffe, the 
Rench ship-privateer Hyone, of 24 long S-poundem and 230 
men, from jBayonne, mistaking the Britiui 44-gunfri^te Indo- 
&tigable. Captain Sir Edward Fellew, for a Portuguese Indiaraan^ 
bore down to capture her. As aoon as she was undeceived, the 
Hyf*ne made all sail to escape, and would have succeeded, had 
she not earned away her fore topmast. Even with this accident, 
the Hyene led the Indelatigable, who was herself a p:ood sailer, 
a chase of eight hours before she brought to and surrendered. 

The account of the capture, in May, 1793, of the British 24> 
gun ship HysBoa, by the Finmch 40-gun frigate Concorde, haa 
abeady appeared. Thinking to improve the Hyaena's sailings 
a quality m which she was remarkably deficient, the Frenchman, 
who purchased the vessel of the captors, cut away her rjuarter- 
declv and forecastle, and tlius made her a flush ship. Tlic plan 
completely succeeded, as was manifest, both during hcrehase by 
the indefatigable, and on her restoration to the Biitish service; 
in which, armed with twenty 32-pounder cammades and two 
long 9-pounderB, the Hysena, although built as long ago as 1778, 
continued for some years to be a useful cruiser. 

On the 12th of November, latitude 49° 48^ north, and longitude 

* It appean that an ominion not at all attrniutid>le to Mr. James, but Id- 

CTaptain Wliitr, lias occurred in the relation of the action brtwoon the Pclimn 
and the Trompeur. It is this : The Trornpeur was Jomed in ttie early 
part of die da^, during the time she was ennged with the PeHem , by a 
achooncr. Tbit vrssrl had sixty men oo boan^ todaedaild bitended to hoaid 
the Drake, a vpikpI wliirli had Ereatly annoyed the enemy's smalI-< nitt along 
tbe Island of St. Domingo, ^lie might now liave turned the scale agaiui^t the 
Pdican, had not Captain White to avoid dwir united attack, kept to wind- 
ward of the Trompt'ur, and tlnis prevented bcirif; Iwardcd, which seemed the 
object of his opponents. As the Trompeur and schooner were a little distant 
fr<Mn each other. Captain White depressed lii-s guns, ran alonsside the TrooK 
pear, and, after three broadsides, she sank. The humanity oiCaptain White 
in rescuing the crew, afforded time for the schooner to effect her escape by 
running into Jean Kabet. — EdUor, 
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22** 18' wept, the British 18-pounder frigate Cerberus, 

Captain John Drew, captured the French ship-privateer Epervier, 
of sixteen 4-pounders and 145 men; on the 13th recaptured a 
ship, her prize ; and on the 14th captured another sbip-privateer, 
•the Renard, carrying eighteen 6-pounders and 189 men. The 
Cefbemt also chasra the ship-pnyateer Buonaparte, moantine^ 
as represented, 32 guns, with a crew of 250 men, and would 
- have captured her, had not the frigate's studding-sails and main 
topgallantmast been carried away. As it was, the Cerberus 
ressed the Buonaparte so closely, and annoyed her so mucij with 
er bow-guns, as to compel her to throw overboard the greater 

Kt of her guns and storesy and, as was nndeiBtood, to return to 
rdeaux. 

On the 18dl of November, early in the morning, while the 
British 16-gun ship-sloop Fairy, Captain Joshua Sydney Horton, 
and hired armed cutter Fox, havmg just weighed from off 
Calais, were cruising, with light winds, about nine miles to the 
westward of Seater cliH", the cutter, which was about seven miles 
ahead of her consort, made the signal for an enemy. The haze 
dearing diecovered to the Fairy a lugger, about three mites t» 
ihe westward of the Fox. 

Captain Horton, hoisting out his boats, proceeded in them to 
iSbit assistance of the cutter. During the chase, the Fairy's launch 
separated from the other boats, and went in chase of a second 
lugger, which Mr. James Middleton, the purser of the Fairy and 
the launch's commanding officer, discovered running along shore 
to the westward. At about 2 p. m. the breeze freshened, when, 
liaYhig no longer any prospect of overtaking the lugger in the 
offing, Captain Horton, with iJie Pox and boats, tackM in shora 
to the support of his launch; which, with a crew of only an 
officer and seven men, had already brought to action the French 
lugger privateer Epervier, mounting two 2-pound carriage guns 
and four swivels, besides musketoons and small arms, with a 
crew of 25 men, and lying at anchor witliin musket-shot of the 
westernmost of two batteries in Wiiitesaud bay. In the face 
ci this eomparatiTely overwhelmine force^ Mr. Middleton ea^> 
lied the lugger just before captain Horton got up to his assist- 
ance. 

Mr. Middleton was the only man of his little party hurt on this 
gallant occasion : a grape-shot had badly grazed his stomach, 
causing a very painful and rather a dangerous wound. The pri- 
vateer was commanded by an Irishman named George Hammond ; 
who, together with the lugger*s crew, three of whom were badly 
wonndedy eflfected his escape. Captain Horton oonclndes b» 
letter to Adttiral Peyton, transmittmg an account of the Eper- 
Tier's capture, with the following encomium upon the merit of 
Mr. Middleton : " His gallantry on this occasion speaks for itself, 
nor is it the first time I have witno^sed it. 1 beg leave U> 
xeconunend him strongly to your attention." 
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On ihe 20Ui of December, at 10 a. v., the British 18-pomider 

36-giin frigate Phoebe, Captain Robert Barlow, beiDgmktitude 
48° 58' north, longitude 8° 4' west, observed a strange ship 
standing towards her. At 1 1 h. 30 m. a. m. the stranger, whicn 
eventually proved to be the French 36-gun frigate Nercide, 
Captain Antoine Canon, hoisted a Dutch jack, and hauled to the 
wind. The Phoebe immediately tacked and stood after the 
If^r^ide, which ship was then on her weather bow. The chase 
continued during the da^, with very little ad^antaes on either 
side* At 4 p. m. the Nereide bore west-south-west, distant about 
five miles. At 6 p. m. both ships being taken aback, boie up. 
At 8 p. M. the Phoebe was drawing up fast with the enemy ; 
who, at 9 P. M., burnt two blue lights, and commenced firing her 
stern-chasers, which did considerable damage to the Phoebe's 
masts, sails, and rising. 

At 9 h. 10 m. p. M., just as the Phoebe was in a situation to 
commence the attack, the N6r^e hove in stays ; and, owing to 
Hbe crowd of sail carried by the Phoebe, and the extreme dark- 
ness of the night, the preparations for tacking on board the 
Nereide were unperceived by Captain Barlow, so as to enable 
him to make the necessary dispositions for adopting, with 
promptitude, his adversary's manoeuvre. The delay this occa- 
sioned exposed the sails and rigging of the Phcebe to additional 
injury firom the Nereide's fire; out, in a few minutes, the Phoeibe 
came round, and the two frigates, in passing on oppoeite tacks, 
exchanged broadsides. 

At 10 P.M. the Phccbc got fairly alongside her opponent; 
when both ships backed their maintopsails, and commenced the 
action in earnest, the Nereide placing herself at about four ships' 
length to windward of the Phoebe. In a short time the Nereide, 
havmg received considerable injury in her masts, rigging and 
sails, fell on board the Phoebe a little ahead of the main chains. 
The latter immediately bore up, and got clear of her; then 
liauled to the wind, and again approached ; when, at 10 h. 45 m* 
p. M., just as the Phoebe was preparing to renew the attack 
the Nereide hauled down the light which she had been carrying, 
and hailed that she surrendered. Neither ship appears to have 
had any mast shot away, but both had suffered much, particu- 
larly the Nereide, in their rigging and sails. The hull of the 
latter was also a good deal shattered, and her stem windows 
were entirely beaten in* 

Tlie Phoebe, whose force in guns was exactly that of the 
PhoBuix,* sustained, out of a crew of 261 men and boys, a loss 
of three men killed and 10 wounded. The loss of the Nereide, 
whose force was less, by two 6- pounders and two 36-pounder 
carronades (taken from her forecastle), than that of the frigate 
of her class in the table at p. 54, vol. i., with a complement, as 
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8wom to by her ofiScers, of 330 men and boys, was much 
greater; she having had 20 killed and 65 woonded. 

OOMPABATIYB lOSCB OF TRB OOMBATAMTa. 



BKMdiid»«uw.......... I 

CicWm........m.............m...... No. 

Size tons. 



PH<EBE. 

22 
407 

261 
926 



NEREIDI. 

18 



330 
898 



Here, as in many other cases we haTe recorded, is a nombally 
eanal match shown to haTe been decidedly otherwise. A third 

ot superiority in weight of metal is far from counterpoised by a 
fifth of inferiority in number of men. The relative proportion of 
loss proves, however, that, had more been required of, more 
could have been performed by. Captain Barlow, his ofliicers and 
ship's company. Captain Canon, on the other hand, as soon as 
an action became unavoidable, made a creditable defence. 

The N^r^ide was purchased for the British navy, and under 
the same name registered as a 1 2-pouifder 36. Captain Bailow, 
in his official letter, speaks thus of his first lieutenant : " From 
my first lieutenant, (Michael) Halliday, I experienced all the 
support which I with confidence expected from bo gallant and 
skilful an officer, which, amidst the difficulties to be contended 
with in a night action, was an incalculable advantage." In 
July of the following year Lieutenant llaliiday was promoted to 
the rank of commander. 

On the 20th of December, in the middle of a dark night, 
dose off Dungeness, the British gun-brig Growler, of ten 18- 
pounder carronades and two \or\cr guns, and 60 men and boys, 
commanded by Lieutenant John Hollings worth, escorting, in 
company with some other ships of war, a coasting convov, was 
surprised, boarded, and, after the loss of her commander, second 
officer (both mortally wounded), and several of her crew, carried, 
by the two French lugger-privateers Espi^gle, of ten French 
4-pounden and at Irast 80 men, commanded by Captain 
Duchesne, and Rus^ of eight 4-pounders and at least 70 men. 
Captain Denis Fourmentin; and both of whom mistook the 
Growler, in the first instance, for a merchant vessel. Having, 
at a very trifling loss, possessed themselves of the British gun- 
brig, the two privateers succeeded, the next morning, in reaching 
Boulogne with their prize ; and, as might naturally be expected, 
Captams Duchesne and Fonrroentb experienced fiom the in- 
habitants the most joyous reception. This was not all. The 
French minister of marine wrote the two captains a very flattcf- 
ingletter ; which, indeed, was no less than they deserved. 

jBad as the case was, it is not, now that, for the first time, 
the facts are made known to the English public, by any means 
so discreditable an affair as Steel, in his " Naval Chronologist," 
by the following incautiously admitted entry, has made it 
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appear : " Growler, guo-TeBsel, taken off Dungeneis by two 

Frencli row-boats." Nor, singularly enough, have we ever beea 
able to discover, until a French account met our eye^ a COHtnii" 
diction to so huuiihuting a statement. 

On the night of" the 29ili of December, off the coast of 
France, the British 44-gun frigate Anson, Captain Philip Charles 
Durham, having a few houn before parted in chase from tlie 38- 
gun frigate Phaeton, Captain the Honourable Robert Stopford, 
i'eW in with, and after ths exchange of a few shot captured, the 
French ship-corvette Daphne, late the British 20-gun ship ef 
the same name ;* or, as Captain Durham, imitating the French, 
describes a ship of only 429 tons, '4ate his majesty's JrigaU 
Daphne, mounting 30 guns." 

Out of a crew, as represented, of 276, including 30 passengers 
of various descriptioDS, the Daphne, before she could be induced 
to surrender, lost five men killed and several wounded. The 
Anson had no one hurt Two of the French passengers were 
the civil commissioners Jacquelin and Lacaize, charged with 
despatches (thrown overboard) for Guadeloupe; whither the 
Daphne was bound. 

OOLOVIAL XXPBDinOVS. — ^HOBTH AXBSICA. 

The melancholy loss on this station of the Britidi 12-ponnder 
S6-gun frigate Tnbone, Captain Scory Barker, is of Coo mteresl* 
ing a nature to be passed summarily over. The ship had quitted 
England in S( ptcmber, with a convoy for Quebec and New- 
foundland ; liom which convoy, early in November, bad weather 
had compelled her to part company. On the Ititl), at about 
S A.M., tlie harbour of Halifax, Nova-Scotia, was discovered; 
and as, owing to a stronof wind from east-south-cast, the ship 
fast approached the land, Captain Barker proposed to the 
master, Sir. James Clubb, to lie to until a pilot came on board* 
The master has been represented to have replied, that he had 
beat a 44-gun ship into the harbour, and had frequently been 
there ; and that there was no necessity for a pilot, as the wind 
was favourable. Confiding in these assurances. Captain Barker 
went below, and busied himself in arranging some papers that he 
wished to take on shore. The master, in the mean time, had 
undertaken the pilotage of the ship, placing great oonfidenee in 
the judgment of a negro-mtn on board, who had formerly b»* 
longed to Halifax. At about noon the ship had approached 80 
near to the Thrum-cap shoals, that Mr. Clubb became alarmed, 
and sent for Mr. Galvin, one of the master's mates, who waa 
sick below. Just as the latter stepped upon the deck, the man 
in the chains, with the lead, sang out, " By the mark five."" At 
the same instant the black man forward called out "bteady." 
Mr. Galviu then got upon one of the canonades, to observe tho 
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stnationof the ship: whereupon the master, in much agitation, 
ran to ^he man at the wheel, and took it from him, with the 
intention of wearing the ship; but, before this could be etfected, 
the Tribune struck. 

Siirivdls of distress were immediately made, and were aa 
promptly answered by the miUtary posts and ships in the har- 
bour. Some military boats, and one from the dock-yard, with 
Mf. Rackwiy the boatewain of the ordinary on board* reached 
the ship ; but none of the other boats were able to pull asainafc 
the heavy wind and sea. By lightening the ship, the TrStmaeb 
at about 8h. 30m. p. m., began to heave, and at 9 p.m. awang 
oft from the shore ; but without her rudder, and with seven feet 
water in the hold. By active exertions at the chain-pumps, the 
leak appeared to decrease, and tlie best bower-anchor was let 
go ; but it iailed to bring the ship up. The cable waa then cut, 
and the jib and foretopmaat ataysail aet The south-east gala 
had by this time greatly increased, and was fast driving the 
ship to tba western shore. To prevent that, if posaible, the 
small bower was let go^ in 13 fathoms, and the misenmast cot 
away. 

It was now about 10 p. m. ; and, as the water continued to 
gain upon the ship, little hope remained of saving the Tribune 
or the lives of her unhappy crew. About this time two officers 
of the Fusileersy who haa come from Hali&x, quitted the sinking 
ship: which continued to drive before the storm towards the 
shore; the tremendous noise of the biliowf^ as they dashed 
against the precipices that lined it, presenting to those, who 
might escape perishing with the vessel, nothing but the expect- 
ation of a more painful death. After making two dreadful 
lurches, the Tribune went down, and left, struggling for their 
existence, upwards of 240 men of her complement, brides other 
persons from the shore, and, what so augmented the horrors ot 
the scene^ several women and children. Mr. Galvin, who, when 
the ship sank, was below, directing the men at the chain-pumps, 
was washed up the hatchway and thrown mto the waist, and 
thence into the sea. As he plunged, his feet struck a rock; 
but, presently ascending, he swam to gain the main shrouds. 
In his way thither, he was suddenly caught hold of by three 
poor wretches. To diseugage himself from these, he dived 
into the water, and, on again risins, swam to the shrouds. 
Upon reaching the main top, he seated himself, with otheiSy on 
an arm-chMt that was lashed to the mast. The fore top was 
at this time occupied by about 10 persons ; and there were 
upwards of 100 clinging to tlie shrouds and other parLs of the 
wreck. Owing to the seventy of the storm, however, and the 
length of a November night, nature became exhausted, and the 
persons on the shrouds, one by one, dropped and disappeared. 
The falling of the mainmast, soon after midnight, had plunged 
moie than 40 persons into the waves, and onl^ nine, beaides Mr. 
Gtlvii^ iooetedad in icg»ining the top; which now sBsted on 
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the nabyard, thftt being fortunately held to the ship by a por- 
tkm of the rigging. Of the 10 who had regained the main top, 
four only, including Mr. Galvin, were alive by morning : of the 
10 also in the fore top, three, being too much ehxausted to help 
themselves, had been washed away ; and three others had died 
as they lay, leavixig, by daylight on the 17thj four men only in 
the fore top. 

. We will here relate an anecdote, strongly illustrative of that 
ihoughtlesflieas of danger for whidi the British tar has heoi so 
finned. AmoDfi; the snrviTors in the fore top were two seamen, 
named Robert Dunlap and Daniel Munroe. The latter, in the 
night, had disappeared ; and it was concluded he had been 
washed away along with several others. However, after a lapse 
of more than two hours, Munroe, to the surprise of Dunlap, 
suddenly thrust his head through the lubber''s hole, or the vacant 
space between the head of the lower mast and the edge of the 
top. His answer to his messmate's inquiry was, that he had 
been cruising for a better birth ; that, after swimming about the 
wreck for a considerable time, he had returned to the foie 
shrouds, and crawling in on the catharpings (small ropes 
Fervinjr to brace in the shrouds of the lower masts behind 
their respective Yards),had been sleeping tliere more than an hour. 

The first exertion that was made from the shore for the relief 
of the sofferers was, at about II a. m. by a boy, 13 years old, 
from Herring oov^ who pushed off, by himself, in a smidl shift 
With great exertions, and at extreme personal risk, this nobk 
lad reached the wreck ; and, backing his little boat close to 
the fore top, was waiting to take off two of the men, all his skiff 
could safely carry, when occurred a trait of unparalleled maj^na- 
nimity. Dunlap and Munroe, who, throughout the niglit, had, 
in a wonderful manner preserved their strength and spirits, and 
who, of the four survivors in the fore top, were now the only per- 
sons in fill! possession of the fiusulties of mind and body, might 
have stepped into the boat, and saved themseWes at least But, 
no ; they chose to save their two halMying and unconscious 
companions. These they lifted up, and, with great difficulty, 
on account of the still raging sea, placed in the skiff; and the 
*' manly boy" rowed them "triumphantly to the cove. After 
having deposited his freight at the nearest cottage, the joyous 
lad, to the shame of many older persons who had larger boats, 
again put off with his skiff. His efforts to teach the wreck 
were, however, this time unaYailing, and he returned to the 
shore, wrung with disappointment. Shortly afterwards two or 
three other boats, including the Tribune's joUyboat, which, with 
four men, had quitted the ship jufit before she sank, ventured 
out, and succeeded in bringing from the wreck the six survivors; 
making, with the four that had taken to the joUyboat and the 
two that had been saved by the boy, 12 only out of 240 or 250 
souls; including, as already noticed, aefeial women and dul- 
dieo, and also, many of those humane penons, whahad oome 
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en houd horn Hdifax to lend their aggwtapcc. Amone tlie 
rnmiber was an amiable young man^ lieutenant James,* S the 
KoYft-Scotia regiment, to the uispeakahle distress of his worthy 
{nrents, and the sincere regret of an extended jsireleof friends. 

The loss of the Tribune shouM operate as a lesson upon all 
who are avariciously inclined. Had the master not been anxious 
to grasp the money allowed by gjovemraent to the pilot who 
•conducts the ship into port, the Tribune, and the many poor 
«oals that perislied in her, mi^ht have been asved. 

A war with Spain neceisaniy rendered Spain's cokmies an 
immediate oliject of attack to her poweifal maritime opponent. 
Accordingly, on the 12th of February, an expedition, composed 
of four sail of the line, t\\ o sloops and a bomb-vessel, under tlie 
command of rear-admiral Harvey, in the Prince-of- Wales, 
having on board his ship Lieutenant-general Sir Ralph Aber- 
croniby, as the commanding o6icer of the troops to be employed, 
quitted Port-Royal, Martinique. On the Hth the lear^dmiral 
trrived at tiie port of rendezvous, the island of Oaiinacoa; and 
was there joined by another sail of the line (the Invincible), two 
ingates, three sloops, and several transports, containing the 
troops destined for tne attack. On the junction of this rein> 
forcemeat, the admiral's force consisted of the 



rBeUona » George Wilaon. 

cngcancc « Tliomas Mncnamara 

L Invincible............ » William Cavley. 

64 Scipio n Charles Sydney DaTers. 

FfngatUt AraChusa, and Alarm. 

Sloops, fkfoiixile^ Zebn, Zephyr, Thorn, and Victorieuie. 
Bomb, Terror. 

On the 15th the squadron and tiansports again set sail, run- 
ning between the islands of Carinacou and Grenada. On the 
morning of the 16th the whole arrived off Trinidad, and steered 
for the gulf of Paria ; when at about 3 h. 30 m. p. M., just as 
the British squadron had passed through the Great Bocas chan- 
nel, a Spanish squadron was discovert at anchor in Shagganir 
mus bay, cooaisting of the following four sail of the line and 
one frigate : 

Goo-ahip * , 

_ e TV . ( Rear-admiral Don Sebastian Ruis de 

80 San- Vmcente. ... J Captsin Don Gcronimo Mcndoza. 

' Gallardo ..•••••m.m n ^^"^ Gabriel Sorondo. • 
74< Arromnte............ » Don Raphid 



Arromnte...., 



Don Joan JofduL 



84 Sint»€ecab . Don Manusi UrtcsSbeL 



• Nsilher rdM, nor peisonaHljr known, to the aadior* 
TOL. n. ■ 
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Tbe advancod lioar of ilie day, andthe appafent rtmigtii^ 
jSaspargraade idand, which, mounting 20 pieces of cannon and 
imo unortars, oommanded, and might have disputed, tbe en- 
trance to the enemy's anchorage, determined the rear-admiral 
to order the transports, under the protection of the Arethusa, 
(Thorn, and Zebra, to anchor a httle further up the gulf, at 
the distance of about five miles from tlie town of Port-d'Espagne ; 
while the Alarm, Vvmnmbd, and Victorieme kept under sail 
between the transporte and PortHl'Espagne, to pienrant 
Mcnpe of any vessels from the latter. In the mean tune, the 
rear-admiral, with his four sail of the line, anchored^ « Ofder of 
hattle, vvitliin random-shot of the Spanish batteries and line-of- 
battle ships, to be prepared in case the ships, having all their 
sails bent and appearing to be ready for sea, should attempt^ 
during the night, to efiect their escape. 

The British, while keeping a dwip look-*oaty wm Burprised, 
«t abont 2 a.m. on ihe l7tD, to obeerve ifaoam burating^ oat 
hem one of tiie Spanish skips. In a short tinie three otheni 
.were on fire, and all four continued to bum, with gfoat fury, 
until daylight. Tlie fifth ship, the San-Damaso, escaped the 
conflagration, and, without any resistance, was brought off by 
the boats of the British squadron. The Spaniards, meanwhile, 
had abandoned Gaspargrandc island; and it was occupied, 
soon after daylight, by a detachment of the Queen's regiment. 
In the course of the day the lemainder of the troops wer» 
landed, about three miles from Port-d'SsfiBgne, without the 
slightest opposition ; and, on the same evening, the town itself 
was quietly entered. This led to an offer of capitulation on the 
part of the Spanish governor ; and, on the following day, the 
island of Trinidad surrendered to the British arras, without an 
cilbrt at defence, and happily without a casualty, beyond one 
officer. Lieutenant Villeneuve of the eiehih regunent, mortally 
wounded, but in what manner tbe omcial account omits to 
notice. 

Even should one be disposed to excuse a garrison which, 
including the detachment on Gaspargrandc island, numbered, 
even with 50 sick in the hospital, but 632 men, for so readily 
yielding;, it seems, at first sight, unaccountable, that Rear-admi- 
ral Apodaca, with four sail of the line and a frigate, should not 
have made some show of resistance* Hie fact is, that not one 
of his ships had her complement on board ; as is proved by the 
official ratunu numbering but 1704, for the total of his ofhcers, 
seamen, and marines : whereas 2704 men would have barely 
exceeded the proper amount. 

The island of Porto-Rico, as a Spanish colony, came the next 
in order of attack ; but, before we go into the details of the 
exuediiiou for the reduction of that island, we will describe a 
gallant little boat-exploit performed upon its coasts. 

Onthe^M 4f Manli Britirii l2-)poaDdera^ 



>l m 



usa. 



Uermione, Captain Hugh standing in between tke island 

•of ZmImo' and' tlie iMit end of Pocto4Ueo, diioovmd a bng wmk 
a m u t l mnOer vMseb at anchor eloae in shoot. The Hemuone 
aaon dropped her anchor within half a miie of tho'Teflidi^ uoA 
abreast of a small batteiy, which immediately opened a fire Vfom 
the ship, but was very shortly silenced. 

Captain Pigot then sent his boats, under the command of 
Lieutenants Samuel Reid and Archibald Douglas to take possession 
of the vessels. Although the latter, consisting of three small 
F^feach privateen and uienr 12 prizes, including the brig^nM 
ayownd, and a fi» of moaketry was kept up by tiw enenqrt 
Lieutenant Reid and his party^ without the loss of a maa^ 
btought them all out but two ; and these they burnt. On the 
next day, the 23d, Lieutenant Reid landed, and spiked and dis*- 
mounted the gjpns upon the batten,% and returned to his ship 
with the same good fortune as before. Finding that the privaf 
teersmen had taken on shore the sails of their vessels, Captain 
Pigot was cooalnined to burn them all except the- brig, wihiek 
ms a deep>laden and valuable Teasel. 

On titt 8th of Afnily afler having made every necciaaiy 
arrangement for the security of Trinidad, Rear-admiral Harvey, 
and Lieutenant-general Sir Ralph Abercromby, with the Prince- 
of-Wales, Bellona, Venc^cance, and Alfred, Captain Thomas 
Totty (who with the 3b-gun frigate Tamer, Captain Thomas 
Byam Martin, had just joined), and a few frigates and sloops, 
and with ae many of the troops as could be sfMrn, set sail isoai 
Martinique. On the 10th tne squadron arrived at St.-Kitt^ 
and, having there been joined by the 38-gun frigate Arethusa, 
Captain Thomas Wolley, with pilots and iruides from Tortola 
and St.-Thoinas's, steered direct for Porto-Rico. 

On the 17th the squadron came to an anchor off Congrejos 
point. Tiie whole of the north side of the island is bounded by 
a reef, and it was with much difficulty that a narrow duumel 
was diacovered about three leagues to the eastward of the town. 
Thfough this channel the ship-sloope Fury and Beaver^ Captains 
Hdiry Evans and Richard Browne, with the lifter vaisalll^ 
passed into a small bay ; in which, on the followmt:!; morning, 
the 18th, the troops were disembarked, after meeting a slight 
opposition from about 100 of the enemy. On approachmg the 
town, liowever, the British troops found it too strongly fortihed, 
aad too actively defended by gun-boats and other armed craft, 
to> faa attacked with any hopes of suoeeaa. After a bombaid- 
annt of some days' continuance, and an iaeflbetnal attempt to 
4eatioy a large nnf^ine situated near the town, Lieutenant- 
general Abercromby, on the .'30th, abandoned the enterprise; 
and tlie troops re-embarked, with the loss of one captain of the 
amiv and 30 rank and Hie killed, one lieutenant-colonel, one 
captain, and 68 rank and hie wounded, and one captain, two 
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lieutenants, and 121 ranlc and file missing, supposed to be taken 
prisoners, making a total of 225 killed, wounded, and missinc;. 

On the 15th of April, early in the morning, while Vice-admiral 
Sir Hyde Parker, the British commander-in-chief on the J a* 
maica station, was lying at anchor in Cape Nioolas^Mole, St» 
BomioffOy with the 98-gun ship Queen, Captain Man Dobsdn, 
and 74-gun ships Thunderer and Valiant, Captain Williaoi 
Ogilvy and Edmund Crawley, the 32-gun frigate Janus, Captain 
Janues Bissett, arrive<l with the intelligence of her havinir, the 
precedinjj: evenino;, chased into the port of Mare<rot the French 
3(j-gun frigate Ifermione, or Harn)onie, as named (we consider 
by mistake) in the British official account/' 

Sir Hyde Parker immediately despatched the Thunderer ta 
the bay of Mar^got» with orders, in case the French frigate 
should not be there, to proceed close alongshore between the 
island of Tortuga and Port-au-Paix ; while, with the Queen and 
Valiant, the vice-admiral kept more in the offing. Captain 
Ogilvy discovered the French frij^atc, and chased her into 
Mostique inlet; and, having apprized Sir Hyde of the circum- 
stance, was directed to take the Valiant under his orders, and 
4DdeaTonr to effect the Hermione's capture or destruction. 

At4h. 15 m. p. M. the Thunderer and Valiant^ in close order, 
here up to examine the entrance of the inlet, keeping so close to 
the shore as to be, when abreast of the frigate, in four fathoms' 
water; but the wind blew so hard, that it was found imprac- 
ticable to anchor without a certainty of driving upon the rocks. 
At a few minutes before 5 p.m. the Thunderer opened her fire 
upon the Hermione, and soon afterwards the Valiant did the 
same ; but, the force of the wind not allowing the ships to re- 
main long in their station. Captain Ogilvy was obligea to haul 
off for the night. 

On the 16th, early in the morning, the two 748 renewed their 
fire upon the frigate with such eftect, that at 7 a. m. the Hermione 
was run on shore and set fire to by her crew, and at 8 h. 47 m. 
A. M. blew up. The remains of the wreck lav close to the shore, 
about four miles to windward of Jean-Rabel. The destruction 
of the Hermione was effected without the slightest loss or damage 
on the part of the two British ships. It appears that the frigate 
had been ordered to sea firom Cape-Francois, by the French 
deputies resident there, contrary to the opinion of her officers, 
in order to convoy to that port a number of captured American 
■vessels, laden with provisions, and which had been captured and 
carried into Port-au-Paix and Jean-Rabel by French privateers. 
An expedition to the latter port was immediately concerted ; 
nnd on the 20th Captain Pigot, of the British fri^te Hermione, 
haying under his orders the Quebec and Mermaid of the same 
force. Captains John Cooke and Robert Waller Otway, bri^ 
«loop Drake^ Captain John Perkins, and cutter Penelope, Lieu* 
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tenant Daniel Burdwood,. proceeded towards the spot The 
wind being very light, and the cunent setting strong to the 

eastward, the squadron stood to the north-west until 3 p.m.; 
keeping far enough irom tlie land to avoid being seen, it being 
the commodore's intention to surprise the vessels with the boats 
under cover of the nighU 

Having stood in, so as to be dose to the eastward of Jean« 
Itabel bdbie the land wind came off, the frigates ran along to 
the westward until within two miles of the vessels; when the 
boats of the squadron weresoit in, with directions to row close 
alongshore until they discovered the objects of their attack, 
which, owing to the extreme darkness, were not then visible 
from the frigates. The latter, in the mean while, kept running 
under easy sail, about a mile from the shore^ in order to draw otf 
the enemy's attention from the boats. 

Ataboot 1 A. M. on the 21sty a fire of musketry announced that 
the action between the boats and the French vesseb had com* 
menced. At this time the British were in possession of many of 
the vessels, and had aot one of them under way. The batteries 
now opened a fire upon the ships, which they occasionally re- 
turned. At 4 A. M. nine vessels, consisting of one ship, three 
brigs, three schooners, and two sloops, being all in the port ex- 
cept two small row-boats, were in possession of the British, and 
standing out to the squadron with the land breese. This dasb- 
ing and not unimportant service was performed without tlic loss 
of a man ; and we regret that Captain Pigot» by omitting them, 
in his official letter, has prevented ns from giving the names of 
the lieutenants and others who were present on the occasion. 

On the 6th of April, in the night, the boats of the 32-gun 
frigate Magicienne, Captain William Henry Ricketts, and 44- 
gun ship (armed en flute) Regulus, Captain William Carthew, 
placed under the orders of Lieutenants John Maples and Alex- 
ander M'Beath, first of.tlieir respective ships, assisted by Charles 
Cheshire and James Reid the masters of each, Philip Luscombe 
Perry, lieutenant of marines, Abraham Adams, purser, and 
John Jordain, surgeon, belonging to the Magicienne, and Geoi^e 
Frazer, lieutenant of marines belonging to the Regulus, entered 
the harbour of Cape-Roxo, iu the island of St.-Domingo, the 
grand receptacle for French privateers and their prizes. 

Here the British boats captured, sank, and burnt 13 sail of 
square-rigged vessels and schooners, being the whole in the 
port, except one Danish ship. They also destroyed two batteries 
of two guns each, 6 and 4 pounders, at the entrance and head 
of the harbour. To add to the value of this gallant enterprise, it 
was performed without the loss of a man on the British side. 
We acknowledge ourselves indebted to Captaiu Ricketts for 
^viog subjohied to his official letter the surnames of the officers 
employed in this expedition, and should have been still more so, 
baa the CSuistian names been added ; the omission of which. 
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<X)iiplcd with the mispeliiug ia the Gazette, has occasioned uftoo^* 
shgiit trouble. 

On the 22d- the Magiciemie, Reguloiy and* BatbrnvwAaoaerf 
upon dottblmg Cape 'RbevoBy dieeoveied m p g lwt e emib op'Mni. 
four BohoooecB at anchor in CarcaMe hayv The presence at 

these vessels, and the firing of an alarm gun, convinced Captain; 
Ricketts tliat the neighbouring post of Irois and its dependencies 
were about to be attacked by the French. To frustrate the: 
designs of tlie latter, the Magicienne and Regulus stood in, and^ 
after anchoring, commenced so heavy and well-directed a can— 
QODsde upon a Imtterjrntu shote, thai^ inafittfe while, the: 
enony abandoned it, and fled to the nuHintnni; leiving in poei- 
eeinoai of the British his fieUUpieees, amnnmition, and pro?i8ion% 
as well as the merchant vessels at anchor, which were ladeu 
with necessaries for carr}'ing on the siefre. The fire from the 
shore-battery occasioned a loss to the British of four seamen 
killed, one master's mate (Mr, Morgan), and ten seamen 
wounded^ while in the Magicienne's boat, endeavouring to tow 
ent the privateer. Tins spirited attack, made by CSapbriv 
Ricketts with his little sqnaaixm, is aeknowledfed by'Br^^Mief^ 
ipeneral Church, in his public despatch, to have completdy* 
saved the fort of Inis, and the oountiy to nUch it*waa thin 
key. 

Although our plan has been to be sparing of details in cases 
of mutiny, especially where restricted to individual ships, yet 
.there was one case of the latter description in tlie West Indies, 
too flagrant in its proceedings, and too iatal in its immediatn 
conseqoences, not to be made an exception. On the night of 
the 22d of September, while the 82-gun frigate Uermione, 
Captain Hugh Pigot, was cruising off the west end of Porto- 
Rico, a most daring and unexampled mutiny broke out on board 
of her. It appears that, on the preceding day, while the crew 
were reefing the topsails, the captain, called aloud that he 
would flog the last man off the mizentopsail yard. The poor 
Mows, well knowing that he woold keep his woid (and thonflli 
the lot would naturally fall on the outermost, and ooosequentty 
the most active), each resolved at any rate to escape from punish* 
inent : two of them, who from their position could not reach the 
topmast rigging, made a spring to get over their comrades within 
them; they missed their hold, fell on the quarterdeck, and were 
both killed. This being reported to the captain, he is said to 
haTemade answer, ^Throw the lubbers overboard.' It appears, 
also, that all the other men, on coming down, wore severely re** 
primanded, and threatened with pimismnenL 

This most tyrannioU. conduct on the part of Captain Pi|ot, 
operating upon a veiy motley and, from a succession of similar 
acts of oppression, iU-disposed ship's company, produced dis» 
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vMiBBt; iwiiiek'kept in cic M uiy malA ^ aeit evening, when it 
/filially bvntibiih. The men m addition to the loud murmurs 
iibey uttered, now began throwing doable-headed shot about the 
deck ; and on the first lieutenant's advancing to inquire into the 
cause of the disturbance, they wounded him in the arm 
with a tomahawk. He retired, for a while, and then re- 
turned ; when the wretches knocked him down with a toma^ 
liftwk, cut his throaty and threw him o?erboeid. ''The ci^ 
iaittt hcnrnig a uemftm cm deck, but was dihren back with 
'Repented wounds : seated in his dbm he was stabbed by his 
xwekswain and three other mutineers, and forced out of the cabin 
windows, was heard to speak as he went astern."* In a similar 
manner did the mutineers proceed with eight otlier officers ; 
cuttino; and man" lingj their victims in the most cruel and barbar- 
ous manner. The only officers that escaped destruction were^ 
the master, Edward Sofuthoott, the gooner, Riehaid Seaile, the 
«c arp e pt er, Biehaxd Price, one nudsbipman, David O'Brien CSasey, 
•and the cook, William Mooenef : those tnordered were» the 
captain, three lieutenants, purser, surgeon, captain's clerk, one 
:sudshipman, the boatswain, and the lieutenant of marines. 
Havmg thus rid themselves of every possible opponent, the 



mutineers carried the ship into La Guayra, a port oi the Spanish 
Main ; representing to the Spanish governor that they had 
turned their officers adrift in the joUyb^t. The goyemor, soon 
afterwards, in spite of the remonstrances of Rear-admiral Henry 
Harvey, the British commander-in-chief on the Leeward- island 
station, who fully explained the horrid circumstances under 
which the ship had been taken possession of, fitted the Her- 
mione ibr sea as a Spanish national frigate. 

Could we descant upon the humanity or general kind be- 
haviour of the Hermione's late captam, it might ser?e to 
heighten, if any thing conld heighten, the guilt of his mur- 
derers ; but a regard to truth compels us to state, that Captain 
Hugh Pigot bore a character very opposite to a mild one : in 
short, he has been described to us by those who knew him well, 
as ono of the most cruel and oppressive captains belonging to 
the British navy. 

Many of the Hermione's mutineers were afterwards taken, and 
suffered for their crimes ; crimes that, had they each a dozen 
lives, merited the sacrifice of the whole. If the All Pacha of the 
ship had been the sole victim of their rage, the public indigna- 
tion might have been appeased, the instant the daily practices of 
the tyrant became known ; but the indiscriminate slaughter of 
their oflBcers, even to the young clerk and midshipman, fjave a 
shock to public feeling, which vibrates even yet when the subject 
is touched upon. That the mutineers of the Hermione should 
turn traitors to their offended country, was the natural conse* 
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quence of the enormity of their guilt. Of thoee subsequently 
taken and brought to paniBhrnent, aomey from repentance, othei% 
from hardened shamelessness, confeaaed .their guilty and gave 
minute details of the horrid transactioii. 



BAST IKOIB8. , 

Although no event of a strictly warlike character happened in 
the eastern quarter of the globe during the year 1797, an occur- 
rence equally within the province of the naval annalist forces 
itself upon our attention. Sometime in the month of October 
that baneful spirit of mutiny and insubordination, which had 
caused such a sensation in England, burst forth among the few 
British ships of war stationed at the Cape of Good Hope. It 
began in the form of a complaint against the captain of a par- 
ticular ship, and then spread over tro whole squadron. Nothing 
but the most prompt measure on the part of the governor. Lord 
Macartney, and of Rear-admiral Pringle. and General Dundas, 
put a stop to the violence of the mutineers. At length, the latter 
delivered up their delegates. Many of these were executed, and 
others severely flo^xged ; and, after a short timCi good order and 
discipline again prevailed in the squadron. 



BRITISH AND FJIENCH FLEETS. 



Directing our attention, as usual, to tlic abstract of tlie 
British navy, drawn up for the connnencement of the present 
year,* we find an increase, though siuail, in the total of the 
line-of- battle cruisers, but a decrease, of equal amount, in those 
in commission. The whole number of cniisen, line and under- 
line, has increased considerably since the last abstract ; and so, 
as a necessary consequence, has the grand total of the navy. 
The vesjicls, captured fiom the French, Dutch, and Spaniards, 
amount to less than half those in the preceding abstract; but, 
among the latter, were only three sail of the line, while the line- 
of-battle ships in the former amount to 12 : of these, however, 
one only, the San-Josef, watt of any value as a cruiser.f The 
continuance of the stormy weather of 1796, through the winter 
months of the following year, filled the casualty-list of the 
latter with several melancholy cas >s of shipwreck. In other 
lespects, the loss sustained by the British navy during the year 
1797 was of trifling amount. J 

The " launched " columns of this abstract present nothing 
worthy of remark ; except that we may notice the foundation 
of a new frigate class, the 40, carrying 24-pounderB on the main 
deck. The new individual was the Endymion, a ship built as 
nearly as possible after the Pomone, captured from the French 
in April, 1794 ;§ but measuring 38 tons more, owing to an 
error in the mode of taking the dimensions of the Pomone. 
Had that been rectified, the two ships would have measured 
nearly alike. 

* See Appendiic, Anmnl Abttnet Na ff. 

j- See Appendix, Nos. 8, 9^ and lOl 
I See Appendix, No. 11* 
j See vol p. 291. 
TOIf lb I 
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We formerly stated that the reign of Che Pomone was a short 
one. In the year 1796, through the ignorance of a French 
pilot, the ship was run ashore in the night, on the Bceufs oflT 
Nantz, and was witli difHculty got oft' by daylight. The Po- 
mone's leaky state sent her home ; nor could Sir John Borlase 
Warren, the commander of the squadron of which she formed a 
part, spare -a ship to accompanv her. At one time the leak, 
which was under the step of tne roremast, had so depressed the 
ship, that no water could be sot to the pumps ; but finally, by 
great exertions on the part of her ofRcers and crew, the Pomone 
leached Plymouth. Uaptain Eyles, her commander, ran her at 
once into the harbour, without asking the usual leave ; and he 
and his olTiccrs and crew, received the thanks of the admiralty 
for tlieir promptitude. After being docked, the Pomone was 
refitted for sea, but received on board 18, instead of 24 pounders 
for her main deck, on account of l3be weakness of her frame 
from the shock she had received. Subsequently the Pomone 
was egein run on shore, at the island of Jersey, liie ship again 

fot oft and returned to port; but was found to be so shaken io 
er frame, that she never afterwards went to sea. 
There were two reasons why so few sliips among tlie larger 
classes were ordered in the year 1797: one wu';, tlie great num- 
ber, particularly of line-of-buttle ships, already on the stocks, or 
about to be placed there ; the other, the great number of fine 
frigates that, since the commencement of the war, had been 
captured from the Fiench, among which were nine of one class, 
that averaged nearly 11 00 tons. 

In the early jvart of the preceding year, several applications 
had been made by captains of 74-gun ships to liave their ships 
fitted with carronadcs, similar to the Minotaur; for which ship, 
since November, 1793, carronades had been ordered, in lieu of 
her 9s, at the reauest of Rear-admiral Macbride. 

This induced the board of admiralty, on the 17th of March, to 
order that every lineH3f-hattle ship, coming forward to be fitted, 
should be prepared to receive carronades all along her quarter- 
deck and forecastle, except in the wake of the shrouds. These 
carronades, except in special cases, were to be 32-pounders, 
and usually amounted to within four, or at most six, of the 
whole number of long guns originally established upon those 
decks. As an example of one special case, the carronades, IB 
in number, of the Gibraltar, then refitting at Plymouth, were 
ordered to be 24-pounders ; thus making all her guns, except 
the two forecastle 9s, of the same caliber : see notes § and K* 
to the first Annual Abstract. As another exception, the Nep- 
tune, a small-class 98, was at a subsequent day. May 6th, 1800, 
alscj ordered 24-pounder carronades for her quarterdeck and 
forecastle. 

Although no general order had as yet issued to arm fingatee 
with 32-pounder cammadea on the quarteided^ and forecastle^ 
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jpetmost of ihe captains, especially of the 88s and 36% m i ^n^g f ^ 
to ^et the pjreater part of their long 9s exchanged for carronade* 
of that higjhly effective caliber. Six of the eight bomb-vessels, 
that had been purchased in the year 1797, were each ordered to 
be fitted with eight 24-poimder carronades, instead of eight lon^ 
6-poiiBdiBis as rornwrly; and the 42 launched and purchased 
waels of Am guBrbrig daas (see the Ammal Abstract for tlia 
year 1798) were anned wholly with 18-poander carronades, e>-^ 
cept for chasers. 

The number of commissioned officers and masters, belongil^' 
to the Biitish navy at the conunencemeut of the year, was. 

Admirals • • • • • 24 

Vice-admirals 36 

Rear-admirals 44 

„ superannuated 26 

Post-captains 518 

„ superannuated 20 

ComimiDdera* or sLoop-captaihs . 33S 

Lieutenants 2030 

Blasters 492 

aad the number of seamen and marines, voted for the service of 
the year 1798, was 120,000.* 

The Channel fleet, at tlie commencement of the present year, 
was still commanded by Admiral Lord Bridport. On the 25th 

of January a detachment from it, consisting of 12 sliips of the 
line and three frigates, under the orders Vice-admiral Sir 
Charles Tliompson in the Formidable 98, sailed on a cruise in 
tlie Bay of Biscay. On the 9th of April a second detachment 
of six ships of the line and three frigates, under Reai^dmiral 
Sir Roger Curtis, in the Prince 98, sailed firom Cawsand bay, to 
cruise off Ireland; and on the 1 2th Lord Bridport himself, with 
the remainder of the Channel fleet, consisting of 10 sail of tho 
Kne, put to sea from St.-Helen's bound off Brest. 

On the 21st, at 11 a.m., while Lord Bridport, with the fleet, 
was standing across the Iroise passage on the larboard tack, 
with the wind from tlie north-east by east, the 74-gun ships 
Mars, Captain Alexander Hood, and Iftamillies, Captain Henry 
lomao, which, with two or three frigates were on the look-out 
to windward, discovered and guTO chase to two strange sail, 
distant about four leagues to the eastward. At 2 p. m., as the 
British advanced ships were getting abreast of the two strangers, 
then ascertained to be enemy's ships, a third, and a much larger 
sail, made her appearance about five leaijues off, in the east- 
south-east, working up alongshore towards Brest. The latter 
became the preferable object of pursuit, and was therefore at 
611, 46flft. r. M., chased under all sail by the Mars, RanulliMy 
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and 38-gun frigate Jason, Captain Charles Stirling, tlie only 
three ships of Lord Bridpoit's tied, that were near enough to 
obtain a sight of the stranger. At G li. 20 ni. p. m. the Ramillies, 
carrying away her fore topmast, droj)ped astern ; and the chase 
WM continued by the Mars and Jason, the body of the British 
fleet then bearing from the former west, distant 10 or 11 
milesy and the Penmarcks east^south-east, distant about nine 
miles. 

Every efi( rt was used to accelerate the sailing of the Mars; 
and she evidently gained, as v.ell upon the Jason, as upon the 
enemy, now plainly seen to be a ship of the Imo'. At 7 h. 30m. 
p. M., the Penmarcks bearing south-east half-cast distant seven 
or eight miles, the stranger evinced an intention to escape 
through the passr^ge du luz. Soon afterwards the Mars put 
about on the starboard tack ; and at 8 h. 30 m. p.m., Bcc da 
Raz bearing noi th by east two or three miles, the French 74-gun 
ship lIcrcuTe, Ciiptain Louis rileritier, fnuiing herself unable to 
work up against a strong current, dropped anchor and furled her 
sails. This was just at the mouth of tl.e pass-age, and at a 
distance from Brest, theportshe waa cnueavouriug to reach, of 
about seven leagues. The Hercule then* carried a spring out 
abafty and put herself in the best possible state to give a warm 
reception to the Mars, now fast coming up. 

At 8 b. 46m. p. m. the latter, who had by this time run the 
Jason nearly out of sight, luiuled up her courses. At 9 h. 15 m. 
p. M. the llevculc opLncd her starboard broadside upon the 
Mars, and received an ulnicst immediate return. Finding, how- 
ever, that the strength of the current would not allow him, while 
under way, to take up a proper fighting position. Captain Hood 
lesolved to anchor. Accordmgly, at 9 n. 26 m. p.m., the Mara 
Tanged ahead of the Hercule, and, having passed on to a short 
distance, let go her anchor. As the Mars dropped astern, the 
anchor on her larboard bow caught the anchor on the starboard 
bowoftlie Herculc ; and, thus entiingled, with their sides rubbing 
togetlier, did the two ships enga^^e, uritil 10 h. 30 ni. p. m. ; at 
which time the Hercule having failed in two attempts to board, 
and being dreadfully shattered in her hull, particularly on the 
starboard side, hailed that she struck. 

So close had the ships fought, that the guns on the low er deck 
of each could not, as usual, be run out, but were obliged to be 
fired within board. With tlie exception of the jib-boom of the 
Mars, neither ship lost a spar. During the first ten minutes of 
the action, however, while the latter was obstructed in her ma- 
noeuvres by the wind and tide, her bowsprit, foremast and fore- 
yard received several of the Hercule's shot In other respects, the 
damage to both ships was confined to the hulls. The Mars had 
her hammocks, boats, and spars shot through, and three or four 
of her first-deck ports unhinged in the collision of the ships: her 
hull also, was hit in several places. The Uercule*8 starboard 
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side was riddled from end to end. SeTeral of the ports were nn- 
Iiinged ; and, in some iostanccg, the spaces between the ports 

entirely laid open. The contrast between the two sides of the 
ship was, indeed, most remarkable : the larboard side, whiclihad 
been very slightly injured, was of a bright yellow ; while the 
starboard side, or what remained of it, was burnt as black as 
a cinder. The five aftermost starboard lowerdeck guns of the 
Hercnie were dismounted, and several of the others much da- 
maged. 

The loss sustained by the Mars, in this long and close fought 
action, was necessarily severe. Out of a crew of G34 men and 
hoys, she had her commander, captain of marines (Joseph 
White) one midshipman (James Blythe), 15 seamen, and four 
private marines killed, three seumen and five private marines 
missing (but in what way neither the official letter, nor the log; 
gives any account), and her third and fifth lieutenants (George 
Argles, badly, but who would not quit the deck, and George 
AriK^d Ford), one midshipman (Thomas Southey), 36 seamen, 
two sergeants of marines, and one drummer wounded; total^ 30 
killed and missing, and 60 wounded. 

No accurate account lias Ijcen given of the loss on board the 
French sliip^ whose crew, as deposed to by her principal surviv- 
ing officers, consisted of ^0, being 20 short of ber established 
number according to the latest regulation, and which would pro- 
bably have been filled up on her arrival at Brest. Some accounts 
reckoned the killed and wounded of the French ship at 400 ; 
but the Hercule's officers, who were the best judges, did not 
consider the number to exceed 290, an amount greater, asitwasj 
than two-fifths of her complement. 

The Mars was a 24-pouuder 74 ; that is, she mounted that 
ealibor of gun, 30 in number, upon her second deck, with, as it 
appears, 16 long 9s and two 32-pounder carronades on the quar- 
tenieck and forecastle, and six 24-pounder carronades on the 
poop, total 82 guns. The guns of the Herculc, as found on board 
of lier, were 78 in number, precisely of the nature established 
upon her class, as particularized at No. 4 in the small table at 
p. 54 of the first volume. 

COMPARATIVE 70RCB 09 THE COMBATAHTS. 
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A fairer match one seldom sees on paper. But there were 
some quality in^z; circumstances, the absence of which, iatlie esti- 
mation of those who view the alluii as a mere struggle for glory, . 
would have reDdered the prize a yet more honourable troplv^ 
The Hetcttle Ind been out of pott but 24 hours, and that fir 
€bi first time siuee she had bem launched; while the Bfai% Mi. 
the words of Earl St.-Vincett^was " an old-commissioned, wdU 
practised ship.' * Moreover an English 18-pounder frigate wae 
not far off ; and even Lord B rid port's fleet could see tlie flashes, 
of the guns. Upon the whole, therefore, the action of the Mars 
and Hercule was one that, in the conduct of it throughout, 
retiected about an equal shaic of credit upon both the couleud- 
ing parties. 

Captain Hood was nephew to Lords Bridport and Hood^ end 
leeeived e mtt8ketF4iaU in the femoral artery, about 20 minutee 
after the action commenced ; of which wound he died just as it 
terminated. Captain L'llcTiticr was the same officer who so gal- 
lantly Ibu^lit the America in the action with Lord Howe. On 
his return to France after the loss of the Hercule, Captain L'He- 
ritier was not only acquitted by a court-martial, but received, and 
no one can say be did not merits a flattering letter fiom the mi- 
Bister of marine. Rear-admiral Brnix. 

The Jason, who- was about two miles off at the time of the: 
Hercule 's surrender, arrived on the spot in about 20 minutes 
afterwards, and was tlien of great service in exchanging the prir- 
aoners, and <;etting the prize out of the intricate passage in wliich. 
she had anchored. The Hercule had been launched at Lorient 
about ten mouths, and, when fallen in with, was on her way to 
join the Brest fleet. She had on board a complete set of rigging 
for a 74-gun ship at the latter port ; and which, as we conjec- 
ture, had been intended for the new 74-gun shi^ Quatorae-Juil^ 
let, set on fire and destroyed in the harbour ot Lorient, a few 
weeks previous to the llercule's departure, by, according to the 
French accounts, an incendiarv. Fortunately, only three persona 
were in the ship at the time, and, it is believed, they escaped. 

The boles in the Hercule 's starboard side were so laige and 
numerous, particularly under the counter and just above the 
water-line ttiat, had the weather been at all boisterous, her arrival 
in a British port would haTe been v^ry doubtful. With good 
management, however, the Hercule reached Plymouth in safety on 
the morning of the 27th, and was added to the British navy under 
her French name. The cost of simply making good the damages 
which the Hercule had sustained by the shot of the Mars, was 
computed at 12,500/. Lieutenant William Butterfield, upon 
whom the command of the Mars devolved alter Captain Hood 
had received his mortal wound, was of course promoted. 
Although, during the greater part of the present year, there 
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iprere from 13 to 15 sail of the line in Brest water, the French 
«ommander-in-chief, who was still, we believe, M. Morard-de- 
Galles, made no attempt to put to sea. The principal cause of 
Ihis inactivity may probably be traced to the existence of a plan 
of no inconsiderable magnitode, whichy or the first part of it at 
was carrying on in another quarter, and the result whereof 
It was nerps«:arv for the Brest fleet to await. Whether the in- 
vasion of En;^land by France, to be attempted some time in the 
year 1798, was really meditated, or was solely meant to divert 
the attention of England from the Egyptian campaign, the 
French historians themselves seem unable to decide. At all 
events, the greatest and most expensive preparations were made, 
Oitensifaly to carry into effect the first part of the plan. Befim^ 
I w w ev er , we enter into any of the details, we will introduce a 
document tending to show that General Buonaparte ( ndeavourcd 
to persuade the directory to convert the sham into a real attack ; 
and surely none but a mind like his could have conceived a plan 
so vast and multifarious, and yet with such a unity of purpose, 
m the followmg letter discloses. It bears date on the 13th of 
April, 1798 ; ami we here present snch a translation, as we are 
enabled to give of it : 

** In our situation we ought to wa^ a smre war against Eng. 
land, and we can do so. Whether in peace or war, we should 
expend from forty to fifty millions (francs) in reorganizinn^ our 
navy. Our army need not be of greater or of less strength, so 
long as the war obliges England to make immense preparations, 
tint win rnrn her rniances, and destroy the commercial spirit, 
-and absolutely change the habits and manners of her people. 
We should employ the whole summer in getting the Brest neet 
ready for sea, in exercising the sailors in the road, and in com- 
pleting the ships that are building at Rochcfort, Lorient, and 
Brest. With a little activity in these operations, we may hope 
to have, by the month of September, 35 sail of the line in Brest, 
including the four or hve which may then be ready at Lorient 
«Dd Kooieibrt. 

^ We shall have by the end of the month, in the different 
ports o( the Channel, nearly 200 gun-boats. These most be 
^tioned at Cherbourg, H&vre^ Boulogne^ I>unkerque, and 

Ostende, and the whole summer employed in inuring the sol- 
diers to the sea. In continuing to allow to the commission for 
the coasts of the Channel 300,000 francs per decade, 'a period 
of 10 days,' we shall be enabled to build 200 gun-boats of 
larger dimensions, capable of carrying cavaliy. We shall then 
have, in the month of September, 400 gun-boats at Boulogne, 
wad 35 sail of the line at Brest. The Dutch can also have 
yeady, in this interval, 12 gail of the line in the Texel. 

** We have in the Mediterranean two descriptions of Une-of- 
battle ships : 12 of French construction, which, between this and 
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the month of September, may be augmented by two new ships ; 
and nine of Venetian constroction. We may perhaps be able, 
when the expedition, which the government projects in the 
Mediterranean is over, to send the 14 ships to Aost, and to 

retain in the Mediterranean only the nine Venetian ships ; 
which will give us, in the month of October or November, 50 
ships of the line at Brest, and almost an equal number of 
frigates. 

" We may perhaps then be able to transport 40,000 men to 
any spot of fingland We wish, by avoiding, however, a naval 
action, if the enemy should be loo strong : in the mean while, 
40,000 men threaten to put oft" in the 400 gun-boats, and about 
as many fishinf^-vossels of Boulogne, and the Dutch fleet and 
10,000 men tliicaten a descent uj)on Scotland. The invasion of 
EuLjland, put in practice in this manner in the months of 
I*j^ovcmbcr and December, would be almost certain. England 
irould waste herself by immense efforts, but these would not 
secure her from our invasion. 

" In fact, the expedition to tlie East will oblige England to 
send six additional snips of the line to India, and perhaps twice 
as many frij^tes to the entrance of the Red Sea : she would be 
obliged to have from '22 to 25 ships of the line at the entrance 
of the Mediterranean, 00 before Brest, and 12 before the Texel, 
forming a total of 300 line-of- battle ships, without reckoning 
those she now has in America and the Indies, and the ten or 
twelve 60-enn ships, with 20 frisates, which she would be 
obliged to have ready to oppose the invasion from Boulogne* 
We should always remain masters of the Mediterranean^ smce 
we should there have the nine Venetian ships of the line. 

** There would yet be another way to augment our force in 
this sea : to oblige Spain to cede three ships of the line and 
three frigates to t^e Ligurian republic. This republic cannot be 
considered otherwise than as a department of France : it pos- 
sesses more, than 10,000 excellent seamen. It is politic in 
France to encourage the Ligurian republic, and to take care also 
that it has a few ships of the line. If any difficulties arise about 
Spain's ceding to us or to the Ligurian republic three ships of 
the line, I should think it would be proper for us to sell to the 
Ligurian republic three of the nine ships we took from the 
Venetians ; and we should require of them to build three others : 
it would be a good squadron, manned with excellent sailors, 
which we should thus obtain. With the money received from 
the Ligurians we ought to build at Toulon three good ships 
upon our own models ; for ships built afler the Venetian plan 
require as many sailors as a good 74 ; and seamen — there is our 
weak yjoint. As future events may turn out, it would be ex- 
iremely advantageous to us that the three republics of Italy, 
irhich ought to be equal in force to the King of Naples and 
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Grand Duke of Tuscany, should have a stfODger navy than that 

belonging to the King of Naples."* 

We leave this extraordinary' lettor without comment or re- 
mark^ except just to point out the singular circumstance that the 
navy of Spain, the ally of France, and vvhicli more than trebled 
that of Uollaudy should not have been called in aid of Buoua- 
pBite's grand sd^me. 

While the Brest fleet is remaiDlng quiet in port, awaiting the 
ifltne of the Egyptian campaign, we will recount some adven^ 
tures between the Biitish cruisers stationed off the French coast 
and the gun-boats that were to be instrumental in effecting the 
overthrow of England. It will be necessary first to give a brief 
account of the origin and composition of a description of force, 
which we may name, in reference to its avowed, if not its real 
object, the invasionrflotilla. 

Soon after his triumphant return from Italy, Buonaparte was 
appointed by the directory the commander-in-chief ot army 
ealiedi in rather a more public manner than would, we should 
suppose have been the case, had there been any thing but a 
diversion intended, " armce d'Angleterre." On the subsequent 
departure of the conqueror of Italy for Toulon, to superintend 
what, at his su^gebUon probabl]^, was the main plan in agitation, 
Oeneral Kilmame succeeded him in the command of an army, 
whose very name, coupled with the extravagant tales of its 
amount, was calculated, if not to create alarm, to cause many 
expensive preparations in the defensive way on the opposite side 
of the Channel. 

P' The flat-bottomed boats which, during the latter months of 
the year 1797, were building in most of the French ports along 
the Channel frontier, were, it appears, constructed from a plan 
of the celebrated Swedish architect. Chapman, broueht to 
France by an inhabitant of Antwerp, or Anvers, named Mus- 
kein ; and whom the directory, besides appointing him to super* 
intend the construction of tnese boats (usually called by the 
French sailors "bateaux a la Mnskcin"), made a cnpitaine de 
vaisseau. The business of providing tlic means of transport, 
including the flat and all other descriptions of vessels, was in- 
trusted to a commission of three persons : General Andreossi, 
with the title of director-general ; the engineer Forfeit, with the 
title of director (ordonnateur) ; and Rear^miral la Crosse, with 
that of inspector-general of the coasts between Cherbourg and 
Antwerp. A sum of eight millions of francs, drawn from the 
funds in the hands of the minister of marine, was placed at the 
disposal of the abovenamed commissioners, to be accounted for 
to Buonaparte, or to whomever else was the commanding officer 
of tlie expedition. To Rear-admiral la Crosse, owing to the 

^ * As letter of General Buonaparte's is a very important one, wehflve 
^ren a tiaiiscript of die original } fiw which lee Appendix, No. 19* 
VOL. II. X 
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great cstent of bii ooBmmdp men aMoewtod chefii de 

division, or commodores^ Qeauimae, Deci^, Cmti Biinri^ and 

DvDWDoir-le-Pelley. 

In order that the expense, thus incurring in the ports of Nor- 
mandy, might not be entirely lost, or perhaps to fix the attention 
of the British upon the Channel ports, while preparations were 
going on at Toulon, the French government ordered an attack to 
be made upon the small islands of finrnt-Maimaf ; of whicfa, in 
July, 1796, Sir Sidney Smith, with the Diamond finite, had 
taken unobstructed possession, and which were coasidcitd ia 
give to the English great facility in intercepting the communica- 
tion between the ports of Havre and Chcrbourc;. The islands of 
St.-Marcouf are two in number, lying; cloj<e together j one 
named east and the other west, and each not more than 200 
yards in length, by about 120 in breadth, exclusive of two 
large banks, whidi, at low-water, are seen stretching to a con- 
siderable extent from the shore. The islands are silnsted off 
the river Isigny on the coast of Normandy, and about fimr miles 
distant from the French shore. After being garrisoned with 
about 500 seamen and marines, including a great proportion of 
invalids, these small islands were placed under the command of 
Lieutenant Charles Papps Price, of the Badger, a cruiser-con- 
verted Dutch hoy, mounting four, or at most six guns.* To be 
prepared ftr an attempt at xeoapture, several piecea of caanon 
were also mounted, bom on the principal or western, and on tha 
aastem ishmd; aiid, as an additional secuiitj, some anmH 
vessels of war were appointed to cruise near the spot. 

Thirty-three flat-bottomed boats upon Chapman s construction 
having been launched at Havre, a body of troops, under Gene- 
ral Point, was embarked on board of them, and Captain Mus- 
keia was ordered, with them and a few guu-brigs, to make a 
OMnbmed attadL upon the isles of Saii£b-lf arooaf. On the 
nigfat of the 7th this little expedition set sail finm fioan Hftm; 
but, the next afternoon, when near the entrance of Caen river. 
Captain Muskein found his progress obstructed by two British 
frigates, the Diamond, Captain Sir Richard John Strachan, and 
the Hydra, Captain Sir Francis Laforey. At 4 p.m. the gun- 
brigs and flats anchored in a line close to the shore ; and at 5 h« 
30 m. the Diamond and Hydra, having worked up to then^ 
opened their bnadndes, ftoeinng in return a peettjr sharp te 
mm the hea?y long guns of the flotilla. Befese the DiainoBd 
had discharged above two or three broadsides, she grounded m 
wearing, and lay ftot ; atiU, however, the frigate kept up a Are 
from such of her crtins as would bear. At 8 n. 30 m. the flotilla 
ceased firing, not being able, owing to the darkness, to see the 

Sjsition of their opponents. The latter did the same ; and the 
ydra, to assist in getting her consort afloat, anchored close to 
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.her. Soon after midnight, by the united exertioai of tiie tir^ 
4ihip3, the Diamond again got afloat, without any material 
damage, either from grounding or from several shells, which the 
enemy on shore, to interrupt their operations, had continued to 
throw at both frigates, but which, fortunately for the latter, fell 
«lKMrt. The Dinaood, howevafy had firefiously received some 
•light injury ill her flails and rigging from the Ihe of die gmn 
IkmiIs. At t» A. M. on the 9th the flotilla weighed, tad, ataaaing 
•bog shore to the westward, reanchored at 9 a, if*, under the 
lownofBemic. While the Diamond and Hydra were standing 
off and on to watch the motions of the enemy, the 50-gun ship 
Adamant, Captain William Ilotliam, hove in sight in the offing. 
Ou observing this, Captain Muskein again got under way, and 
•Ml badt to the csstwsrd, pumed by the two frigates ; who 
tSBchanged several broadsides with flotilla» as well as wiA 
some batteries on shore. At 3 p* m., the Frendi vesseb having 
stood into Caen river, the Diamond and Hydra ceaaed filing aM 
bauled off from the shore. 

While Captain Muskein lay at anchor in the small port of 
Sallenelle, repairing the damages done to his vessels, seven 
heav^ ^UQ-bngs, and about 40 nat>boats and armed fishing ves- 
fldsy iomed him from Cheiboasgy the headH^nartera of Rear-^id^ 
mirai La Cvosse. lliese vessels also brought an additiomi body 
of troops. After a three weeks* blockade m Caen river. Captain 
Mnskein found an opportunity to put to sea with his now doubly* 
formidable flotilla, and was, this time, so fortunate as to reach 
unobserved the road of La Ilougue, situated about half way 
between Cape Barfleur, and the isles that were to be attacked. 
Here it was necessary to await the concurrence of two circum» 
alaaoes ; a stark oaha, in order to prerent the British erasers 
fiam approaehing the scene of action, and neap^ides, when 
cnvrents, being at their minimum of violence, woald offer less 
opposition to uie progress of the flotilla. 

Owing to the absence of these indispensable contingencie*?, 
matters remained quiet at the isles of baint-Marcouf until the 
6th of May, when Lieutenant Price received information that an 
attack was meditated in the course of that night. A boat was 
iutanUy despatched to reconnoitre the enemy, and every prepa- 
sation BMde to receive him. By 10 p. u,, owing to the prevailinr 
cakn, the small naval force on the^ station, consistiiiff of the 6(K 
Mfi ship Adamant, Captain William Hotham, 124-gun ship 
Ettrydice, Captain John Talbot, and 18-gun brig-sloop Orestes, 
Captain Wilhara Haggitt, had not been able to approach nearer 
to the islands than six miles ; consequently, the defence of the 
post was likely to rest upon the sole exertions of the garrison-; 
precisely what the assaikats wanted, in order to ensiire snecess 
to their plan of attack. 
At midni§^t the tecoanoitring boat signalled the approach of 
ensttytSnd the ganiaony at the aame time^ hsard the Fffsack 
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officers giving orders to the men ; but the darkness was so great 
that none of the boats were visible. The attacking force coiK 
sisted of 52-gun brigs and flat-bottomed boats, having on board 
as was reported, about OUUU men (a number, we tbmk, sonae- 
what overrated), composed cliiefly of a detachment from the 
Boulogne marine-battalion. At daybreak on the 7th the flotilla 
was seen drawn up in a line opposite to the south-west front of 
the western redoubt ; and instantly was opened, upon the briga 
and flats composing it, a fire from i7 pieces of cannon consisting 
of four 4, two 6, and six 24 pounder long guns, and three 24, 
and two 32 pounder carronades, being all the guns that would 
bear. The brigs remained at a distance of from 300 to 400 
yards, in order to batter the redoubt with their heavy long guns 
while the boats, with great resolution rowed up until within 
mudLet-shot of the batter)r. But the guns of the latter, loaded 
with round, grape, and canister, soon poured destruction amongst 
these, cutting several of the boats " into chips," and compcllii^ 
all that could keep afloat to seek their safety in flight Six or 
seven boats were seen to go down, and one small flat. No. 13, 
was afterwards towed in, bottom upwards. She appeared, by 
some pieces of paper found in her, to have had 144 persons on 
board, including 129 of the second company of the Boulogne 
hattelion. 

The losssastained bv the British garrison in this highly cre- 
ditable aflair amounted to one private-marine killed, and two 
. private-marines and two seamen wounded ; a loss much less in 
amount than was to be expected from upwards of 80 bow-guns, 
many of which were long 36, and none of them, it is believed 
below long 18 pounders. Lieutenant Richard Bourne, of the 
Sandfly gun-vessel, who commanded the fort on the eastern 
island, was unable, at the commencement of Uie attack, to effect 
inuch \ but when, towards the close of it, several of the French 
boats got within shell-range, two 68-pounder carronades, whicb 
were part of his guns, must, from their heavy and destructive 
discharges, have been of great service in repelling the assailants: 
Fortunately, no one of Lieutenant Bourne's party was hurt. 
According to one French account, the invaders lost about 900 
in killed or drowned, and between 300 and 400 wounded. Ac- 
cording to another, their loss was very trifline. The three 
British ships got up just aa the remnant of ue flotilla was 
jetreating ; but, owing to the calm state of the weather, were 
unable to intercept any of the boats in their way back to La 
Hougue, As a reward for their conduct on this occasion, Lieu- 
tenants Price aud Bourne were each promoted to the rank of 
commander. 

Shortly after this unsuccessful debut of the famous flotilla, 
Beai^mural Bruiz, succeeding M. Pl^ville as minister of marine, 
directed Rear-admiral La Crosse to take the command, and to 
jnake a second attack upon the islands whidi had been the 
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scene of their defeat. The French govenuneiit, howeTer, httving 

good reason, from experience, to doubt the success of the measare^ 
renounced the attempt ; and Rear-admiral La Crosse, selecting 
an opportunity, conveyed back the principal part of his flotilla 
to Cherbourg, between wliich port, Granville, and Saint-Malo, 
the veaeels were divided; while Captain Muekein^ with his 
division, was ordered to H&Tre. 

Intelligence having reached the British ^vemment, that a 
great namber of transport-schuyts were fitting at Flushing, or 
Flessingue, preparatory to their being convoyed by the Bruges 
canal to Dunkerque and Ostende, in order to be employed in 
ihe long-threatened invasion of En2;land, a squadron, consist- 
ing of one 44-gun ship flute (mounting 26 guns), two 28-gun 
frigates, two 20-gun ships, three frigate fliites (mounting about 
14 guns each), and 17 sloops, bomhs, and gun-vessels, under 
ihe orders of Captain Home Riggs Popham, in the Expeditioa 
fIute-44, assembled at Margate, and there received on board a 
body of troops, commanded by Major-general Eyre Coote. 

On the 14th of May the squadron set sail for the opposite 
coast, but, owing to an unfavourable chau'^e in tlie weather, did 
not, until the lyth, at 1 a. m., reach their intended anchorage in 
front of the town of Ostende. Soon afterwards the wind, shift- 
ing to west and blowing hard, raised a heavy surf on the shore. 
Still, as information had Just been received, by a captured 
vessel, that the force in Ostende, Nieuport^and Bruges, was 
▼ery small, it was resolved to land the troops immediately, ^nd 
trust to the weather's moderating for their safe re-embarkation. 
One of the transports, the frigate-flute Minerva, Captain John 
Mackellar, having on board the four Ught-infautry companies of 
Ae first regiment of guards, under Cieutenantpcoloiiel Ward, 
liad recently parted company. The remainder of the troops, 
with MajoF-general Coote at their head, consisting of two light- 
infentry companies of the Coldstream guards, two similar com- 
panies belonging to the third guards, the 11th regiment of foot, 
and the flank companies of the 23d and 49th regiments, number- 
ing, including a small party of miners, about 1140 officers and 
men, with six pieces of ordnance, also wooden petards, tools, 
and the necessary quantity of gunpowder for effecting the 
intended ezplosicm, disembarked, end at about 3 a. m., with^ 
out opposition or even discovery, effected their landing at a short 
distance to the eastward of the town. 

At al)out 4h. 15 m. a.m. the batteries at Ostende opened 
their tire upon the three nearest British vessels, which were the 
brig-sloop Wolverine, Captain Lewis Mortlock, and gun-bri^ 
Asp and Biter, Lieutenants Joseph Edmonds and John Dennis 
De Vitr6; and, for upwards of four hours, a mutual cannonade 
vras maintained. At the end of that time, however, the Wol- 
verine and Asp had sustained considerable damage in their hulls 
and rigging; with, to the l^r the loss of one seaman killed. 



and lier commander wounded, and^ to the fonier« of one leaaaa 
and one pdfate of the 23d regiment killed, and 10 seamen aad 
fifepiivtttes of the same regiment wounded. The bombs Heda 
and Tartarus, Captains Thomas Hand and James Oughton, had^ 

in the mean time, been throwing their shells into the town and 
basin, with great quickness and some eilect; much damage 
having, as alleged, been done to the t^hipping in the latter, and 
the former having been seen several times on fire. 

Owing to the damaged elate of the Wolverine and Aep, the 
commodoro signalled them to wei^ and move further on ; and 
ibe ship-sloop Dart (carrying twenty-eight 3'2-pounder cano** 
nades), Captaiu Richard Raggett, and the 18-gun brig-sloops 
Kite and Harpy, Captains William Brown and Henry Bazely, 
forthwith proceeded to occupy the stations which the Wolverine 
and Asp had quitted ; but, owing to its being low-water, the 
Dart and her companions were compelled to anchor at a greater 
distance from the shore than their commanders wished, or their 
short-gun batteries suited. Consequently, the subsequent can- 
nonade between the shoie and the snipping was neither animated 
nor effective. 

At 9h. 30 m. A. M. the Minerva came in and anchored ; and 
Captain Mackellar, by the orders of the commodore, iinmedi- 
ately went on shore in liis boat to report the ship's arrival to the 
general. In the mean time Lieuteuant-colonel Ward, with a 
becoming zeal, had filled two flat-bottomed boats with ther 
troops, imd was on hb way to disembark them, when, aa thai 
boats pulled near to the 20-gun ship Ariadne, her commander. 
Captain James Bradley, succeeded in persuading the colonel to 
return immediately on board the Minerva; and thus the four 
fine companies, commanded by Colonel Ward, to his and their 
present regret, but subsequent joy, were not allowed to laud. 

The troops that had landed appear to have fidly succeeded itt 
blowing up the locks and sluice-gates of the Bruges cuial, and 
in destroying several gun-boats Tyine in the basin, with the^ 
trifling loss of one private soldier Killed, and one seamaA 
wounded. The explosion, as seen from the shipping, took place 
at 10 h. 20 m. a. m., and by noon the troops were ready to re- 
embark ; but such was the state of the weather, that the niea« 
sure was wholly impracticable. The British then took up a 
position on some sand-hills near tlie beach, and there remained 
nnder anns but unmolested, during the nmainder of thai day 
and the whole of the ensuing night By daybreak on the 2(Hh, 
however, the French had collected in considerable force ; and, 
after a smart action in which the British sustained a loss of 
about 05 in killed and wounded, including, among the former^ 
one lieutenant-colonel, and among the latter, the major-general 
and several distinguished officers, the whole, with Captain Mac- 
kellar and the survivors of his boat's crew, were ocmi|ielled tttr 
auKBder on terma of capitulatioa Thus ended an ezpeditioo^ 
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of which both the object and the success appear to have been 
overrated ; but of which the final result was, beyond all doubt, 
disastrous to one party, and proportionably triumphant to the 
other. 

A week or two after the occurrence of this unlucky event, an 
exploit of a Tery different character was peiforraed by some 
Bhtiih cmiaera off the Frendi coast, and id sight of a fiart of 

the army destined, as was then supposed, for the invasion of 
England. On the 30th of May, at daybreak, the British 38-gim 
frigate Hydra, Captain Sir Francis Laforey, bomb-vessel Vesit- 
vius (eight long 6-pounders, one 10 and one 13 inch mortar, 
with 67 men and boys), Captain Robert Lewis Fitzgerald, and 
12-gun cutter Trial (eight long 3-pouuders and four 12-pounder 
catTonades, with 46 men and boys), Lieotsoant Henry Gaicetty 
standing in towards the port of H&nre, dose hauled on the fiw- 
boaid tack, with the wind at east-nocth-east, discorered aboot a 
point upon the weather bow, standing on the contrary tack, 
three sail, which eventually proved to be the French 36-gun 
frigate Confiante, Captain (de vais.) Etienne Pevrieux, 2(J-gua 
ship-corvette V6suve, Lieutenant Jean-Baptiste-Louis Lecolier, 
and an armed cutter or gun-vessel ; ail of which, on the pre- 
ceding night, had quitted Uft.vre, honiid to Cherbourg. 

On approaiching near enough to ascertain the character of the 
Hydra and her companions, ttie French vessels wore round on 
the larboard tack, and stood towards the shore, under a press of 
sail, chased by the former : especially by the Hydra, who was 
fer ahead and to windward of her two consorts. When close 
in-shore, the Confiante and Vcsuve tacked and hoisted tlieir 
colours ; and the latter, being at some distance on the lee beam 
«f her consort, fired at the Hydra in passing. 

Having fired in return, the Hydra quickly put about; as, 
sihortljr merwards did the French frigate and corvette. At 6 
A. M., just as the Hydra, while stretching on upon the starboard 
tack, had arrived abreast of and between the Confiante and 
Vesuve, then on the opposite or in-shore tack, the French frigate 
opened a passing but ineflectual fire ; and, in a minute or two 
afterwards, the corvette from to- leeward also discharged her 
guns at the Hydra. The latter now opened upon the V&uya so 
velkdirected a fire, that the latter, crowding all sail, bore up 
before the wind towards the shore. 

At 6h. 30 m., leaving the Vesuvius and Trial to pursue the 
Vesuve, the Hydra tacked after the Confiante ; who thereupon 
bore up, with the apparent intention of reaching the road of 
H^vre. Bearing up in pursuit, the Hydra soon commenced 
pouring her broadsides into the French frigate; and the two 
oentmued a running fight until 7 h. 16 m., about the time of 
la^-water ; when & Confiante, then undtf a press of sail, ran 
OA shiNPa mgaa the sand opposite to Beuzeval, a village alittle to 
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the eastward of the mouth of the river Dive, and about three 
leaj^ues to leeward of the port she wished to make. 

In the mean while the Y^suTe had ran herself on tibote near 
to a small batter)r off the entrance of the river Dive ; but, float- 
ing again at the rising of the tide, the corvette attempted to ran 
down to the mouth of the river Orne, or Caen. The near ap- 
proach of the Vesuvius and Trial, however, compelled her again 
to run on shore at a short distance only from the spot on which 
she had first urounded. Here the bomb-vessel and cutter com- 
menced cannonading the Vesuve ; in which occupation we will 
leave them, while we attend to the two frigates. 

The moment the Confiante strack the sand, the Hydra laid all 
her sails aback, and kept up, with scarcely any return, an in- 
cessant fire, within musket-shot distance, until 9 h. 30 m. A. m. ; 
when the falling of the tide obliged the British fiigate, after 
having been near enough to read the name upon the stern of the 
French frigate (whose mizenmasthad just fallen), to haul off into 
deeper water. The Hydra, as she stood to the oflSng, made the 
sip;nal for her two consorts to leave off firing and do the same. 
Sir Francis, soon afterwards, sent the TrisI to reconnoitre the 
French frigate ; which at this time bore from the Hydra south 
by east, and the corvette south-south-west, distant five miles. 

On tlie Trial's approach, the Confiante, whose crew had hauled 
her further in-sliore, fired several shot at her, and a number of 
troops had assembled on the beach and adjoining heights, ready 
to protect the grounded frigate from an attack upon her by boats. 
Under these circnmstances. Sir Francis thought it best to defer 
any attempt to board and destroy the Confiante, until a more 
favourable opportunity should present itself. In the mean while 
the Hydra continued, during the nighty as close to the shore 80 
a regard for her j^afety would permit. 

On the vUst at 10 a, m., findiii:; that a great part of the crew 
had quitted the Confiante, Sir Francis despatched the boats of 
the Hydra, under the orders of Lieutenants George Acklom and 
William J. Simonds, and Lieutenant Blanch of the marines, 
covered by the Trial, to haul down the colours of and bum the 
French frigate. At about 45 m. past noon the boats got along- 
side of and boarded the Confiante, whom the remainder of her 
crew had now abandoned, leaving her colours flying. These were 
presently liaulcd down by the British, and at I h. 30 m. r. m. 
the French frigate was on fire fore and aft; a service executed in 
the face of a party of cavalry drawn up on the beach, and of a 
small though ineffectual fire of musketry from some infantry on 
the adjoining heights. Havii^ completely destroyed the Confiante, 
and ascertained uiat she earned 3o long guns, 12 and 6 pound- 
ers, besides a pair or two of carronades on her quarterdecK, with 
a crew, according to her role d*equipage, of 300 men, Lieutenant 
Acklom, with tlie boats, at about 2 h. 30 m. p. m. returned to the 
Hydra in the offing. 
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This dashing service was perfonned without injury to a sinjjle 

nan on board of, or belonging to, any one of the three British 
vessels ; and the only damas^e which the lattor sustained was a 
slight wound by shot in the Hydra's mainmast, and some injury 
to her rigging. "From the number of slain left on board and 
the state of her decks/' the Confiautc appeared to have sus- 
tained a severe loss; but, as the wounded were carried off, and 
the killed are not enumerated in either the English or French 
accounts, we are unable to state its amount. 

As soon as, on the ebbini; f f the tide on the morninff of the 
30th, the Vesuvius and Trial had liauled ofl' from the Vesuve, 
the French crew began shoring up the corvette, to prevent her 
falling over : they next got down her yards and topmasts, and 
laid out an anchor in the north-west, ready to heave her afloat 
on the rising of the tide. This was effected while the Hydra's 
boats were Eoardiog the Coniiante ; and, in the course of the 
afternoon, the Vesuve got safe into the river Dive. Here, at the 
little port of Sallenelle, was lying Captain Muskein's division of 
gun-boats on its return to Havre. 

In order to protect the corvette from a second attuck, Captain 
Muskein landed a portion of his guns, and erected batteries at 
Cabourg and other suitable spots at the entrance of the river. 
These batteries were worked by the seamen from the gun-boats, 
assisted by the 200 troops of the Boulogne battalion that had 
embarked in them. This prompt measure saved the V^uve 
from sharing- the fate of the Contiante ; and, even when on the 
Ist of June the 38-gun frigate Diamond, Ca])tain Sir Richard 
John Strachan, joined the little squadron before Havre, the 
British were obliged to retire without eHecting any thing further. 
As soon as their departure was ascertained, and the Vesuve had 
rigged herself afresh, the corvette and gun-boats got under way, 
and reached H4vre in safety. 

A French writer complains, that Lieutenant Lecolier did very 
little to support his commodoTe; and it certainly would appear, 
as well that Captain Pevrieux, when he permitted the Vesuve, 
instead of running on shore, or making oft" as the cutter had just 
done, to follow the Confiante in tacking from the coast, did 
expect to derive some benefit froui the co-operation of his con- 
sort, as that the latter bore up out of gun-shot the instant she 
felt the effects of the Hydra^s neavy br^side. Nor, consider- 
ing the disparity of force between the Hydra and Vesuve, and 
the apparent neglect of the Confiante, who was to windward, to 
close for his support, could Lieutenant Lecolier be blamed for 
the step he toot. 

As the Vesuvius and Trial had gone in pursuit of the cor- 
vette, then was the time for Captain Pevrieux to have emu- 
lated the conduct of many other French officers of his rank, and, 
instead of running from, to have at least ''shown fight" with, 
the Hydra. Having, however, previously declined to engage 
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a Britiib 18*poiiiider frigate, when coiiiiMUMiiiig a FtviA frigate 
of the same mundeck force/ Oaptam Pevrieux would hardly 
he the assailant now that the ship he commended canied ii» 
heavier metal than twelves. 

Tlie same French writer, who blames Lieutenant Lecolier for 
his early abandonment of the action, would, in all probability, 
have been less lavish in his encomiums upon Captain Pevrieux for 
hi6 intrepidity in conducting it, but for two mistakes, so happily 
eoiDcidiDg as to double the intended efiect He calls the Con- 
fiaate une conrette/' with as mach reason as be calls the 
Hydra un vaisseau rase, portant du 34 en batterie et des caiCQp 
ades de 64 sur les gaillards."t Where can this French writer 

?roduce a cor\'ette w itli a " capitaine de vaisseau '* and a crew of 
00 men? The Vcsuye mounted 20 long 8-pounders, and yet 
was commanded, as tlie writer acknowledges, by a " lieutenant 
de vaisseau." Of the fact, that the Coofiante was a frigate, 
aiaular in siie and fonse to the N^r6ide and a great many otiei% 
we entertain not the slightest donbt ; and, ind^, if our memory 
is not treacherous, we iiave seen the Gonfiante designated as a 
frigate in the columns of the Moniteur. 

Since the failure of their attempt in December, 1796, to make 
a descent upon Ireland, the French had endeavoured, by means 
of spies and emissaries, to gain over the catholics to their cause. 
In tnis they at length succeeded, and unhappy Ireland became 
the theatre of open and bloody febeUaon. The object of tha 
French directory now wa% at every risk, to aid the rebels with a 
lew disciplined troops, and a great Quantity of arms, ammuni- 
tion, and clothing. This, indeed, the directory had pledged 
themselves to do, but they had let the summer nearly pass away 
before they made any attempt to fulfil their promise. At length 
two expeditions were set on foot, and were to have sailed simuU 
taneously, one from Brest, the other from Rochefort. 

Owing to some delay in paying the seamen and troops of the 
Brest expedition, that from Kochdbit was the first to eaiL It 
consisted of the following ships : 

40 ConcoTdc « Commodore Daniel Swaiy. 

I Captain Andr6 Papin. 

( Fraiicliise » Jean-Louis Guillotio. 

I M€d^.M...«.«*«. n Jean-Danid Coudin. 
28 V6iius^. w Andr^ Senes. 

On board this squadron were 1150 troops, with four field- 

£ieces, under the command of General Hambert, having under 
im the Adjutant-generals Fontaine and Sarraiin. Each ehip 
carried also a considerable quantity of powder^ and the same m 
and accoutrements* 



jr VktofaeBftGoBqii^tetptoiBrviii., p.2Mi» 



IMk CAFTOBB QP GENEIUL HiOiBIST. 



Oa the Gth of August Commodore Savary got under way with 
Bis squadron from the road of the Isle of Aix, aod escaped to sea 
wiobeerved. On the 2Ut the squadron made the westenunost 

mtd of Ireland, and the general intended todisembaik the troops 
at Killembach ; but contrary winds drove the shipa towards tne 

hay of Killala. The French squadron made its approach under 
Enghsh colours, and on the evening of the 22d cast anchor near 
Killciimin head, the western point of Killala bay. In the course 
of the evening the troops disembarked, taking on shore with 
them four field-piecesy four loaded ammunition waggons, 30,000 

KmA% of powder, and nntfoitna and equipments complete for 
00 rabel Irishmen. 

The only British force at the post consisted of a small detach- 
ment of the Prince of Wales'^s fencible regiment, and a few yeo- 
manry, attended by some clergymen of the neighbourhooa, in 
number altogether about 200. These, or the loyal portion of 
them at least, oH'ered what resistance they could, but were at 
length compelled to give way, afler having lost a few in killed 
and wonnded, and a great many willing and unwilling prisoners. 
An officer and 25 pmates of tiie fencibk regiment, being the 
whole of the prisoners who preferred captinty to freedom under 
the terms on which alone it \vas offered, were sent on board the 
French squadron. Commodore Savary soon afterwards weighed 
and set sail from the coast ; and these four French frigates were 
fortunate enough to reach in safety the port whence they had 
deputed* 

The subsequent operations being wholly of a military nature, 
it may suffice to state, that General Humbert was soon joined by 

several bands of United Irishmen, but not in such numbers as 
be had been led to expect ; that he had sevend skirmishes with 
the loyal part of the inhabitants and the troops sent against him ; 
and that finally, on the 8th of September, at Ballinamuck, the 
French general, with 843 of his followers, including officers, 
somndered, at discretion, to a superior British foiee undar 
lieutenant-general hake. 

Abooi a week after the surrender of General Humbert and 
Ua Arm^ d'Irlande,"* the French privateer-brig Anacr^m, 
from Dunkerqup, having on board the Irish rebel Napper- 
Tandy, and the French General Rey, besides some other officers 
and a detachment of light artillery, to^rether with a quantity of 
arms, ammunition, and clothing, appeared off the Irish coast, 
mm a small island wbidi lies to the westwaid of tiie coonty of 
BcmegaL A oosomimicatkm from the skoie soon acouaintad 
General Rey with the fate of General Humbert, and the Ana«* 
mioii immediately made saS on her return. Going north- 
aboul^ the French brig fell in with and captured two British 
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letters of marque from the Baltic ; with which in her company, 
the Anacreon re-entered Bunkerque. 

The expedition to which we alluded, as heing appointed to sail 
from Brest at the same time as that under Commodore Savaiy 
fiom Rocbefort, consisted of one ship of the line, eight frigates, 
and an aviso, under the orders of Commodore Bompart, the 
captain of the Embuscade in her action with the Boston at the 
beginning of the war, and now on board tlie 74-gun ship Iloche.* 
This squadron contained about 3000 troops commanded by Ge- 
nerals Hardy and Manage, a large train of artillery, and some 
hattering cannon, with a detachment of men belongins^ to these 
two armies, under Colonel Pemetly and Oaotain Kirgenery, 
also a great quantity of military stores of every descri ption. Hie 
French government having at length given the order for depar- 
ture and a favourable wind occumng, Commodore Bompart, on 
the evening of the 16th of September, lioping to escape through 
the passage du Raz before daylight the next morning, put to sea 
with the 

CuD-ship 

11 I S Commodore Jean Bapt.-Fr- Bompart. 

74 iiociic i Captain DcMi^MarieMaisttml. 

GoD-frig. 

C InimortafitI . . . „ Jean-Francois Lcgrand. 

40 < Rdmainc . . . . „ Mathieu-Charles Bercovin. 

( Loire „ Adrien-Joscph Segoud. 

'Bellone . . . • » Louis-L^n Jacob. 

C()f|iiill(> . , . , „ Ldonore Drpornnno. 

36^ Embuscade . * . « Nicolas Clement de la Ronciere. 

lUsolae . . . . M Jean-Pierre Bargeau. 

^S^millante . . . „ Martin- Antoine Lacouture. 

Sck, Biche .... Lieut. Jeaa^Marie-Fierre Labastaid. 

On the 17th, at daybreak, the bee du Raz bearing east-half- 
noTth distant four or five leagues, and the weather nearly calm, 
the British 38^n frigates Boadicea, Captain Richard Goodwin 
Keats, and Ethalion, Captain George Countess, and 18^un brig- 
sloop Sylph, Captain John Chambers White, discovered the 
above French squadron about five leagues off in the east-south- 
east, steering west-nortli-west. At H a. m., a li^ht breeze sprang 
up from the north-east ; on which the French ships hauled their 
wind to south- south-west, and made sail. Now that the Frencli 
squadron had fairly put to sea, Captain Keats made all sail 
to the northward, to commnnicate the intelligence to Lord 
Bridport; leaving Captain Countess, with the Ethalion and 
Sylph, to keep company with the enemy and watch his futuie 
motions. 

On the 18th, at 2 a. m.. Captain Countess was joined by the 

* Late P^ase, but newly named after the celebrated general ; who had 

died at die head-<iuartcrs at Wetzlaronthe I8th of September, 1797, of a 
disease in the chci^t, and \va.s huried, with the highest militiir\' honours, by the 
side of General Miirccuu, in tlie redoubt of Petersbcrg, near Cobientz. 
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38-gun frigate Amelia, Captain the Honourable Charles Herbert, 
who the night previous had passed unobstructed, if not unob- 
served, through the French squadron. At daylight the French 
began working towards Isle Groix, as if intending to enter 
Lorient At 8 a. m., however, they bore up, fat of ihe frigates^ 
of wluch the more advanced ones were the Loire and Immorta^ 
lit^, chaaing the two British frigates, bat without effect. At 
10 h. 30m A.M., the Hoche and her nine companions hauled to 
the wind on the larboard tack, steering about south-west by south, 
the French commodore wishing to make it appear to his watch- 
ful and persevering pursuers, that he was bound to the Antilles, 
On the I9th it was nearly a calm all day. On the 20th, at G a. m., 
tile 44-gun frigate AnaoD, Captain Philip Charles Durham, 
ioined company. At noon the British were in latitude 46^27' 
north, longitude 5^3' west, and the French nearly hull-down in 
the south-west by south. On the 2'2d at noon, the British 
frigates again got within eight or nine miles of the French 
squadron, which was at this time steering west-north-west. On 
the 23d, in the afternoon, having now little doubt of M. Bom- 
part's destination. Captain Countess despatched the Sylph to 
the ooDunandeiHnrchief on the Irish station. 

On the 26tb, in the forenoon, latitude 44° 63' north, longitude 
8^ 57' west, a fleet, that proved to be an English convoy of more 
than 100 sail, among wnich were some East India snips, was 
descried to leeward of the French squadron, then about four 
miles off in the west-south-west. AVhether deceived by 
the warlike appearance of the Indiameu, or apprehensive that 
some of his frigates, which were then rather scattered, would 
be exposed to an attack by the Britnh frigates in company, or 
whether he was so tied op by his orders that he dared not take 
advantage of the chance thus thrown in his way, and which, by 
the by, would have been more beneficial to his country than the 
safe debarkation in Ireland of 3000 Frenchmen, and even the 
safe return to Brest of the scjuadron that had carried them out ; 
whatever it was that influenced M. Bompart, he suffered the 
convoy to proceed unmolested. On the 26th, in the morning, 
the French ships tacked, and ^ve chase to the Ethalion and her 
two companions, but left on about -noon. The latter imme> 
dkitely shortened sail, and again stood to the BOQth-west after 
the French squadron. On the 27th the ^vind increased, and the 
sea became so rough, that all the ships were under their topsails 
and courses ; but the British still maintained their position 
about four mdcs on the enemy's lee quarter. On the 29th, at 7 
A. M., by which time the weather had moderated, the French 
sqoflidron again went in chase. Three of the French frigates, 
ot which the Lcnre was first, and the Immortalite second, came 
up fast with the three British frigates, and the latter got ready 
to fire their stem chasers; but about 9 a. m. the Hochc sprang 
her main topmast, and one of the French frigates carried away 
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a topsail yard. On this tlic chasiog ships shoftoied Mil; 
as did also the three British f rigates. Finding it in vain to hope 
to shake oft the latter, who appeared as if they would really follow 
him to the Antilles, Commodore Bompart determined to steer 
for his destination. The French slups accordingly wore on the 
larboard tack, with their heads to the noitMrest, and were 
ouickly foUowed in the manflsnvre by Captain Counl— *8 sqaa* 
maa. In the forenoon's chase the Aniaa Ind aiaranf her mam, 
topmast ; and in the evening the Hoche was seen to lower halt 
down either to shift or fish it : at daylight on the 30th, however, 
the topmast of the French ship, to the credit of her otlicers and 
crew, was again in its place. At noon this day the ships were 
in latitude 44° north, longitude 14^ 23' west. On the 1st of 
October the French began ateering a aMia northerly coorae, 
mod lather increaaed tlwir imtaaot fioai the Biitiah. On the 
4di, in the evening, the weather continanMr thick and coming 
on to blow very hard firom the south-south-east, the Ethalion 
and her consorts hauled up and soon lost sight of M. Bompart's 
squadron. On the 7th, in the evening, the Amelia ])arted com- 
pany. On the Stli, and a part of the 9th, it was calm ; during 
which the Aiison rolled away her main topmast and mizea top- 
gallantaoast. 

On the llthy at daylight, the EAalion and Anaoo, alMviing on 
the larboard tack, with the wind at north-nort h w eB t» saw and 

chased two sail on the lee bow ; one of which proved to be the 
Amelia, and the other a ship (either the Robust or Magn?inime) 
belonging to the squadron of Commodore Sir John Borlase 
Warren ; who, with the 74-giin ship Canada, 80-gun ship Fou- 
droyant. Captain Sir Thomas Byard, 74-gun ship Robust, Cap- 
tain Edward Thomborough, and 44-gun frigate Magnanime^ 
Gaptaia the Hon. Miehad De Coorcy, had been daapatehod 
firom Cawsand bay auiee the eveung of the 23d of SepteBbci^ 
which was about as soon as intelligence arrived of the escape of 
the French squadron from Brest. The commodore then pro- 
ceeded straight to Achil head, and on the 10th, the high land of 
Donegal being distant about 12 leagues, was joined by the 36- 
gun irigates Melampus, Captain Graham Moore, and Doris, 
Captain Lord Ranelagh ; which frigates had aailed fioaa Longb* 
SwiUy a few days Mfoie, ia oonseqoenoe of the inlellig— ce 
brought to the north-west coast by the Sylph brig detached fay 
Captain Countess. Shortly after the junctioa of uie Melampoa 
and Doris, Sir John detached the latter to cniise off Tory island 
and the Rosses, and the former to give the alarm along the Irish 
coast. A gale of wind from the north-west rendering it unsafe 
to approach the land without a pilot, the Melampus kept com- 
pany with the sqoadron; whteh waa joined tlie saaae evening 
by theAm^a. Sothat, on the following day, the llth,wheB, 
at about 10 h. 30m. a.m., Ca|itaia Countess joined company, 
Sir John Warren had under hii ewmaad the Cenada, iUihaat» 
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Fm i nyw a t , Magmnuniey BUmKoh, AnsoBp Mehunpns, mi 

Amelia. 

Relieved at length from the plagues that had stuck to him so 
^osely, Commodore Bompart proceeded to fulfil his instruc- 
tions, which were to land the troops in the harbour of Lough- 
Swilly. The first intention had been to effect the disembarkation 
in the bay of Killala ; and the plan was only changed beeavae 
<ke delay m the departure of the expeditioii lendemf it probable 
that Geaeial Humbert, for whom of course the reinforcement 
was meant, would be found further to the northward. On the 
10th, in the evening, the French squadron discovered the loom 
of the land. With the hope now of getting quite clear of the 
British frigates, M. Bompart bore away in the direction of 
Killala bay, and then^ at midnight, liauled sharp up to the 
■orthwaidy with the wizid, as alreMy meotionedy at noith-iioith- 
we ely bkvwing strong. On the 11th, at daybreak, the Frmdi. 
^mamodan, thinking all was safe, bore up for Tory island, but 
soon found cause to regret that he bad not kept his wind a few 
hours lonsjer ; for, at noon, the Inimortalite, the leading frigate, 
signalled tlie appearance of the British squadron. The French 
ships, by signal, now hauled close to the wind ; but, owing 
ginUly to an accident which we shall relate presently, that 
piofed of no avail. 

At about the same time that the ImmortaKi^ signalled tise 
#Beiny to her commodore, the Amelia did the same to hers, and 
pointed out the bearinp; to be north by west, which was about 
naif a point before her weather beam. At this time the Robust 
and Mag;nanime were on the Amelia's weather quarter, standing 
on the same tack as herself, and the Canada and the rest of the 
squadron were on the opposite or atuboard tack, at a consider* 
able distaace on her lee beam. Sir John Warren immediately 
nade the signal for a general chase, and for the ships to " form 
in succcssioii as they arrived up with the enemy* At about 
2h. 30 ra. p. M. the Canada and ships near her wore on the lar- 
board tack, and made all sail to the east-north-cast, which was 
as high as they could lie. At 6 p. m. the body of the French 
8(^uadron bore from the Canada north-east, distant 10 or 12 
miles. As night approached, the weather became very boiste- 
msy attended with a hoUow sea ; and at 9 h. 30 m. p.m. tiie 
AnsoB eairied away her mamaamuit, main yard, and maintopeail 
jard. 

Some hours prcvionf , owinc^ to the violence of the same gale, 
a much greater inisfoi tune than this was to Commodore Sir John 
Warren, had befallen Commodore Bompart. The Hoche can-ied 
away her main topmast| the latter, in its fall, bringing down the 
fcre and miaen topgaUantmaatiy and tearing the mainsail nearly- 
ia piaess* Tliia accident, of conne, tetarded considerably tlie 

5 regress of the French sauadron ; and at a few minutes liefore 
the Rteiae sigaallcd that she had aprang a leak which 
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Bbe could not stop. The Biche was immediately despAtched 

with orders to Captain Bargeaa to run his ship on the coast, 
and, by burnin<x ohie-lights and sending up rockets, endeavour 
to draw the Bntisli squadron after liini ; while the Hoche and 
the remaining frigates should bear away to the south-west, the 
commodore intending to land the troops at any practicable point 
of the coast in that direction. This plan of sacrificing one ship 
for the safety of seven, or, taking the value of the Hoche into the 
account, of 10 or 12 ships, was well devised, and might have 
succeeded ; but either the Biche never reached the Resolue with 
Commodore Bompart*s orders, or Captain Bargeau now dis- 
covered tliat the (lander was not so imminent as he had at first 
been induced to believe. At all events, no rockets or blue- 
lights were observed by the British squadron. 

On the 12thy at daybreak, the rrench commodore, from 
having, on account of a sudden fall in the wind, run to leeward 
less n^t than he expected, found himself and his squadron nearly 
surrounded by the ships of his enemies. We will endeavour to 
show the relative position of the two squadrons soon after 5 h. 
30 m. A. M. ; which was about the time that the light permitted 
them to get a glimpse of eacii other. The French squadron, 
loosely formed in two rather distant lines, with the Hoche, who 
bad bent herself a new mainsail, in the centre of the second line^ 
was standing to the south-west, the wind, as before, from the 
north-north-west, but now very moderate. Ri^ht astern, at the 
distance of about four miles, were the Robust and Magnanime ; 
about a point on the lee quarter, at a somewhat {greater distance, 
the Amelia ; a little further forward in that directuju, and at 
about the same distance, the Melampus ; a little before the lee 
beam, at the distance of seven or eigtit miles, the Foudroyant ; 
and on the lee bow, about a mile nearer, the Canada. The 
Anson, at this time, was not in sight of either squadron. Con- 
seqnentlv M. Bompart, in his crippled state, the wind bein^ in 
the north-west, found every avenue of escape shut against him 
except in the south-west, the direction in which he was steering. 

Both squadrons now anxiously awaited, but with very did'er- 
ent feelings, the signal to engage from the Canada ; but Sir 
John, because, as be states in his letter, " it was impossible to 
close," did not make it until 7 a. m. The Robust was then 
directed to lead " and the rest of the ships to form in succession 
in the rear of the van a piece of formality that might have 
answered well enough, had three or four of the Heche's com- 
panions been line-of-battle ships like herself. In the mean time, 
Commodore Bompart had formed his squadron in an irre£iular 
single line ahead, thus : Scnnllante, Romaine, Bellone, Imuior- 
talite, Loire, Hoche, Coquille, and Embuscade. At 7 b. 10 m. 
A. u., by her time, the Robust, in obedience to the signal just 
made by the Canada, edged down towards the rear of the French 
line, followed closely by the Magnanime, and^ on arriving 
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within gnn-shoty nceifed a fire from the steni-chasen and 

quarter-guns of the Embuscade and Coquille. At 7h. 23 m. 
A. M., the Rosses then bearing from the Canada south-south- 
west distant five leagues, the Robust returned the fire of the^ 
two French frigates, and at 7 h. 45 m., hauiinf^ up her mainsail 
and taking in her spanker, bore down to leeward of them, for 
the purpose of closing with the Uoche. This object Captain 
Thomborough accomplished at 8 h. 60 m., after having engaged 
the two French frifl;atoi in passing, and thus commenced a 
Ibrious action, side by side, between the two 74s. 

In a very few minutes after the Robust had closed with the 
Hoche, the Magnanime, following close upon her leader, opened 
her starboard broadside; and the Embuscade and Coquille, par- 
ticularly the latter, very soon felt its effects. About this time, 
owing to the Robust checking her way to keep alongside of the 
• Hoche, the Magnanime pnt her helm hard apstaiboard, to avoid 
running fonl of the former, and, ranging past the Robust to 
leeward, b(^came exposed with the latter to a raking fire fitmi 
the Loire, Immortalite, and Bellone, which ships had bore up out 
of the line for that purpose. After a few well-directed broadsides 
from the Magnanime and a few distant shots from the Foudroy- 
ant, the three Frencli frigates ceased their annoyance and made 
sad to the south-west; while tlie Magnanime, putting her hcliu 
hard a-port, obtained a raking position ahead of the Hoche. 
About tnis time, or soon afterwards, the latter was assailed on 
her stern aqd larboard quarter by the Amelia; who, as well as 
the Ethalion, had been preventecf from getting earlier into action, 
by having to shorten sail in compliance with Sir John WaiTcn's 
signal to form the line. Not mindincr, or perhaps " not seeing'* 
tins signal, the Melampus, although far to leeward when the ac- 
tion commenced, got near enough to fire in passing, as declared 
by Commodore Bompart himseu, a few ?ery destructive shot at 
the Hoche, just as the headmost French frigates were making sail 
to escape. The Canada, too, having, on tacking to the north- 
east been favoured by a shift of wind to nearly west, was en 
abled to fire a few distant shot from her bow-guns at the larboard 
quarter of the Hoche, already a mere wreck from the close and 
well-directed fire of the Robust. In this state, with her standing 
and running ri^gi^g cut to pieces, her masts left tottering, her 
hull riddled w& raot, five feet water in the hold, 26 of her guns 
dismounted, and a great portion of her crew killed and wounded, 
the Hoche, at 10 h. 50 m. a. m., struck her colours, and was taken 
possession of by the boats of the Robust and Magnanime ; the 
first lieutenant of which latter ship, Mr. Charles Dashwood, had 
the honour of receiving Commodore Bompart's sword. 

At about lib. 30m. a.m. the Embuscade, after having, in 
addition to the injuries she had sustained by the fire of the Mag- 
nanime, received a fire from the bow-guns of the Foudroyant, as 
that ship was working up, surreni&red also; and, dropping 
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••teniy WM taken postesskm of by the MagiHmiaie. The Coquill* 
thca made sail after her oompanions in the west-south-west* 

quarter; all of whom were immediately pursued by the Foudroy- 
ant, Ethalion, Amelia, and Melampus, and also by the Canada, 
as soon as Sir John Warren, with a very ditterent feelinfr from 
that evinced by Captain Alms at the capture of the Alliance,* 
had sent his tirst lieutenant to take charge of the Hoche. The 
Magnanime, <m account of the shattered state of her rigging and 
sailsy was deteinedi with the prize-frigate Embnscade, in the rear; 
and the Robust, whose condition was even much worse than tii^ 
Ifagnanime's, remained to attend the Hoche. The Anson was 
away in the south-east, just hcavingin sight, and vainly striYing^ 
without a mizenmast, to approach trie scene of action. 

The Loire, Imniortalite, Bellone, and Coqnille were now the 
nearest of the seven remaining French frigates; and the principal 
object of all was to cross the bowa of the Fondroyant, thea 
standing directly acroaa their path. The Loire and Immortality 
succeeded ; but the Bellone, being an indifierent sailor, was 
obliged to haul up, to endeavour to escape to windward. Thia 
broiiplit Ikt upon the weatlu'r bow of the Foudroyant who opened 
upon her a heavy fnc, and rcc(.'i\cd one in return, which did some 
damaj;e to her sails and rigging. A shot from the Foudroyant, 
however, struck the frigate's mizen top and ignited some hand 
grenades which had been placed there for use. These fyresently 
set on fire the rig^ng and sails ; but, by the prompt ezertiona of 
Enseigne de Vaisseau Frangois-Auguste Cotelle, and a few 
others of the crew, the flames were extinguished. 

The Bellone, notvvithstandinpr, weathered upon the Foudroy- 
ant, and would have got clear of her, but found a British frigate, 
the Melampus, coming up in her wake. Hoping to shorten the 
chase by bringing down some of the Bellone's spars, the Melam- 
pus, at about half'>past noon, yawed and fired her broadside. A 
repetition of this two or three times, coupled with sonte slight 
injury done to her sails and rigging by the French frigate's stenH 
chasers, caused the Melampus to drop astern. About this time, 
after an hour's chase and a brave resistance, the Coquille hauled 
down her colours, and, by signal from the Canada, was taken 
possession of by the Magnanime. In the mean time the Ethalion 
had overtaken the Melampus in the chase of the Bellone, and was 
ordered by signal to contmue the pnrauit of latter; while the 
Melampus, acoom|Minied by the Foudroyant, Amelia, and C»* 
nada, bore up after the other French irigateS) which now appeared 
to be meditating a serious attack upon the cri])pled Anson. 

The Ethalion continued in pursuit of the Bellone, under a 
constant (ire, during an hour and a half, of the stern chase-guns 
of ihii latter. The chief of the Bellone's shot, however, passed 
over the maste of the British frigate. Nor did the latter, to Cap- 
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luD Jacob's regret, yaw to fire. The Ethalion, oq the conti^, 
kept a steady course, and thus gradually gained in the chase* Ai 

about 2 p. M. the Etlialicm got abreast of the Bellone, but it was 
to leeward, and at a greater distance than Captain Countess 
wished. A smart action now ensued ; yet, not until she had sus- 
tained the Ethalion's heavy fire for one hour and 54 minutes, had 
the principal part of her masts, rigging, and sails sliot away, witli 
five feet water in her hold, did the Beilooe haul down the repub- 
liewais^ii. 

The damages of the Ethalion were comparatively slight: she 
bad her main topmast shot through, spritsail yard knocked away, 
tails and rigging much cut, and the boat on her starboard quarter 
shot to pieces; and one of the Eellone's shot had also entered 
between wind and water. The loss sustained hy the Ethalion, 
however, was only one seaman killed and luur wounded ; while 
that on board the Bellone is represented to have been 20 killed 
and 46 woanded: an amomtt, if correctly stated, partly attribnt- 
aUe to liie crowded state of the Bellone's decks, her crew and 
soldier-passengers amounting, according to the deposition of her 
officers, to 61yi It seems probable, that a proportion of the loss 
accrued in tlie (general action ; but it is not so stated in the ga- 
zette letter. The French accounts, indeed, represent the loss of 
the Bellone, m killed and badly wounded together, at no more 
than 35. 

Of Commodore Bompart's squadron^ we have already given 
an account of the capture of one line-of-battle ship and three 
fiigates. Of the remaining five frigates, all standing to the west- 
south- west, the Loire was the headmost by nearly a mile and a 
half. On approaching the Anson, then about seven miles from 
the nearest ship of her squadron, the Loire shortened sail, in the 
expectation that her companions would unite with her in the 
attack upon the former. Finding that, while they apparently 
bung back, the Anson kept getting nearer, Captain Segond, by 
way of a ruse, hoisted the British flag over the French. It ap- 
pears that Captain Durham, deceived by this appearance, hailed 
the Loire. Finding, however, that she did not shorten sail, tlie 
Anson, at about 4 p. m., opened a destructive fire.- Shifting her 
colours to French, the Loire returned the fire, and, hauling up 
athwart the hawse of her disabled opponent, effected her escape. 
Three other French frigates followed in close order, and, at about 
4 h. 30 m. P. IL, eidianged broadsides with the Anson, in pass- 
ing her to leeward. Sbwtly afterwsrds the fifth and last fngate 
host down tupon the Anson*s weather quarter, and, like her com- 
panions, p:ave and received a passing fire. The effect of all this 
upon the Anson was tolerably severe: she had her fore and main 
masts, fore yard, fore topmast, and bowsprit shot throui;li in 
several places, besides two seamen killed, and two petty-officers, 
eight seamen, and three marines wounded. 
Jht low m board the other British ships firomthefiieof tbmr 
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opponents in this action was comparatively trifling. The Canada 
had one seaman mortallv wounded, by, we believe, the recoil of 
a gun when firing at tne Hophe and frigates just before the 
French 74 surrendered. The Foudroyant had nine seamen 
wounded by the fire of the Bcllone and other frigates passing 
near her. the Robust, in her cloee cmflict with the Hoclic and 
the frigates ahoad of her, had ten seamen killed, her first lieute- 
nant (David Colby), one lieutenant of nianncs (William Cottle) 
mortally), and 38 seamen and marines wounded ; the Melanipus 
one, and the Mugnuninie seven seamen wounded : makuig, with 
the loss of the Ethaltoo and Anaon already enamerated, a total 
of 13 killed and 76 wounded. On board the French ships the 
loss was excessively severe. The Iloche, out of the 1237 men 
and boys that, according; to the depositions of her officers, were on 
board of her, i« represented to have lost, in killed and wounded 
tooethcr, 270. The Embuscade, out of a crew, including soldiers, 
of 486 men and boys, lo?t l.> killed and 2() wounded ; and the 
Coquille, out of her 607 sailors and soldiers, 18 killed and 31 
wounded. The loss on board the s\x^ remaining French frigates 
cannot with accuracy be stated. The lUsolue appeaia to nave 
had fi\( , and the Romaine three men wounded ; and the Loire, 
chiefly by the fire of the Anson, five seamen and soldiers killed, 
and 10 seamen and 14 soldiers wounded : making, with the loss 
of the Bel lone already stated, the serious total of 462 in killed 
and wounded. 

Having done with the action between the two squadrons, be- 
fore we attend to the scattered remains of that of M. Bompart, 
we will briefly advert to the relative force of the parties. On the 

one side were an 80-gun ship, two 74-gun ships, five frigates, 
two of the latter (one \\ itli her mizenmast pone) carrying long 24, 
and the remainder, lung IS pound ere ; and on the other side, one 
74-gun ship, without a main to])mast, and eiiiht frigates, two of 
the latter (the Romaine and Imnmrtalitc') carrying long 24, one 
of them (the Loire) long lb, and the remainder long 12 pound- 
ers. The brunt of the action, as has already been shown, was 
borne bv the Robust and Magnanime, they having been, at the 
onset, the nearest ships to the enemy. The rest ofthe affair was 
of too detached and skirmishing a character, to be at all illus- 
trated by CLaifronting, in oiir usual manner, the acrG^regate force 
of the rival scjuadrons. We may here remark, that rather more 
consequence was attached to this action than it really merited, on 
account, chiefly, of some slight mistatements in the accounts given 
of the French squadron. The eight frigates, for instance, were 
all styled ** heavy," although five of them mounted 12-pounders, 
a less caliber than was carried by any of the British frigates ; 
and the Hoche was designated as an 8 l-gun ship, which was 
assigning her eight guns more than she had ports to fit them to. 

As every publication, in which nn account of this action a[>- 
pears, except one, has relied upon the statement at the loot of 
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Sir John Wftiren's letter, that the Hoche was a ship of 84 
guns/' we deem it necessary to show how many ports she was 
really pierced tor on each deck of the ship. On her lower deck, 
the Hoche had 30 ports, but the French, acting more wisely than 

the English, had lett the two foremost ones vacant: consequently, 
the ship mounted 28 c;uns, which, us usual, were 36-pounders. 
On the second deck her ports were also 30, and all fitted with 
guns, 18- pounders. On the quarterdeck the Uoche, leaving, as is 
customary in French Une-o^hattle ships, room for two ports of a 
side in the cabin, had ten ports, in which were as many S-pounders. . 
On the forecastle she had six ports, in four of which (two being 
chase-ports) were four more 8-pounders, making just 74 guns. 
But the Hoche also mounted four brass 3f)-pounder carronades on 
her poop, total 78 guns. Of Sir John Warren's account of the ' 
force of the Hoche, the French, lunvever, must not complain, until 
they have made some correction in the following account of the 
force of the Ethalion: Cette fregate, Tune des plus forte dela 
marine anglaise, portait cinqnante bouches k fen, savoir : yingt-hnlt 
canons de 18(sofitr right), douze de 12,et dix caionades de 42/** 
There is not an action recorded in these pages, which has given 
US more trouble to comprehend in its det-.iils, than the one of 
which we have now nearly disposed. The oiHcial letter contains 
no particulars, and the entries in the dillerent ships' logs are con- 
* fused, and, in some instances, contradictory. One fact, however, 
appean certain, that the action commenced when the Hoche and 
Ihgates were, as stated in Sir John Warren's letter, ** on the 
atarboard tack." Yet the following appears in the work of a con- 
. temporary: " In which (the adminiPs letter) we are told, that 
the enemy bore down and formed a line on the starboard tack, 
&c. ; but this is certainly incorrect. Bv a sketch trom the liand 
of one of the best witnesses now livinp; (Nov. 182"2), Plate XXIII. 
has been formed ; by which it appears that, altiiough the ene- 
my's squadron was considerably to windward of the Jlagship, it 
was very little so of the Robust, Magnanime, and Amelia, which 
ships, on the morning of the 12th of October, discovered the 
enemy as given in the figure, on the larboard tack. The Robust 
and frigates brought the Hoche and others to action on the lar- 
board side and to windward of them ; and the action was nearly 
over before the Canada and Foudroyant, from being so far to 
leeward, could render any assistance."t In answer to this, there 
is, besides the statement m the official letter, a pair of lar^ en- 

g ravings, dedicated to the Duke of Clarence, and purportmg to 
B taken from drawings by a marine officer present in the battle, 
in which the French ships are placed on the starboard tack ; but 
in which (proh pudor !) the officer's own ship, the Canada, is 
brought where she never was able to get, into the thick of the 
fire. Another officer who participated in the action, in answer 

* Victoires et Conqu6(eis tome x., p. 411. 
t BkinifiiNwndBsttHp.S61. 
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to onr mqair!ei on llie nbject, has expressly stated^ tet the shipt 
were en the stwboard tack. But what will Admiral Ekins's 

^ best witnesses now living/' say to the following extracts from 
a respectable French account of the action ? " Le vent etait au 
N.-O,, tt la division fran^aisie le reccvait a tribord. L'escadre 
ennemie, eu se pia<^aut sous le vent, coupait la terre aux bati- 
mens fran^ais/' &.c. Bientut le Robust, le Magnauime, et 
rAmeUa Tengag^rent, Ic premier vaisseau ayuit phs poste par 
ioo travers k baboid, et le Magnanime le canomiaiit en hancfaa 
et en povpe."* 

On taking the Hoche in tow, as she had been ordered by the 
Canada, the Robust steered for Lough-Swilly. On tlie 13th, at 
11 A. M. the lattt r slii|)'s lore topmast, owing to the injuries it 
had received in the action, i'ell over the side. At 1 h. 30 m. p. m., , 
a squall carried away the wounded lure and maiuuiasts of the 
prize; and at 9 p. the tow-rope breaking, the Heche went 
adrift. A stormy night ensued, and the latter was with diffieolty 
kept afloat. In this emergency all national prejudices were laid, 
asidey.and the French united their exertions with the English ia 
pumping-, and performinix the other duties of tlic sliip; and, con- 
sidering how numerous the former v.ere to the hitter, there can- 
not be a doi'.bt that the French crew and soldiers were principally 
instruuicnui in saving the prize. To us it certainly appears un- 
accountable, that one crippled ahip should hare been sent to 
conduct home another; and that too, at so stotmr n seaaoo of 
the year. On the Ijtli tlie Doris frigate fortunately joined the 
Robust, and took tlie Uocbe in tow. We will now leave the 
three ships directins: their course for Lough-Swiily, while wesee 
what is become of tlic otiier ships of ttie two squadrons. 

The ISIuunauinie and Amelia were stavinir by the Coquille 
aud Embuacade, ;ind the Etiialiou by the Jiellone. Tlie Anson, 
especially since her action with the retreating frigates, had 
enou&rh to do to take care of herself. The Canaida, ^udroyant^ 
and ^lelampup, meanwhile, were chasing the five frigates makings 
off to leeward. At 9 P. u. the Canada got sight of one of the 
frigates, tlio Romaine, stnndini; into Donegal bay, and at 10 h. 
30 m. p. M. was only one mile to the northward of her. Soon 
after this the breeze lell, and tlie Canada lost ground in the 
chase. At 1 1 p. m., getting very near to the land, the British 
74 shortened sail and hauled to the wind. About this time the 
Melampus saw two other of the French frigates, the lounortat- 
lite and Resolue, bear up towards the land, and got a glimpse 
also of the Loire and SemiUante, hauling their wind to the 
westward. 

On the 13th, at daybreak, the wind then at about west-south- 
west, the Canada and Foudroyant were close to(;ether, the 
Melampus to leeward, the Auson about nine miles oil^ in the 
north-north-east, and the Loire and S^millante (the former 
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somewhat disabled) nearly hull-down to the westward. Having 
made the signal that she had intelligence to communicate, the 
Melampus was ordered within hail of the Canada. At 8 h. 
30 m. A.M. the two ships having approached each other, Captain 
Jdooie acqiudnted Sir John Warren with the course steered bj 
two of the French frigates: whereupon the Melampos was 
directed to proceed to Donegal bay, in search of the frigate 
which the Canada had beiaeif seen standing in towards tha(t 
|)art of the land. 

The Melampus, accordingly, made all sail to the south-cast; 
but, the wind coming off the land, and blowing fresh, it was not 
until llh. 30m. P.M., that she got well in with St.-Joha''s 
point. At this moment, while the Melampus, on account of 
the gale then beginning to blow, was shortening sail, two large 
ships made their appearance at no great distance from her, one 
on the weather bow, the other on the weather quarter. These 
were neither of them the Romaine of wliich she had been sent 
in chase, but the Imuiortalitc and llcsolue, running before the 
wind out of St.-John's bay, where they had been lying at an 
anchor under Euglish colours. By the time the Melampus had 
made nil in chase, the twe French frigates had passed to lee- 
ward of her, and, owing to the excessive darkness of the night, 
liad at that moment lost sight of each other. The nearest fri- 
gate to tlie Melampas was the Resolue ; and it would not be 
doing justice to Captain Bargeau, his officei*s, and crew, were 
we to omit to mention some facts that have recently cume to 
our knowledge. The Resolue was one of the old class of 
French 36-gun frigates, fitted with hanging ports to her main 
deck ; and at the commencement of the gale, her 12-poandeK 
were run in and double breeched, and the ports shut and barred, > 
to meet the coming storm. That done, the frigate weighed, as 
already stated, in company with her consort. 

In this comparatively defenceless state was the Resolue, when 
she descried the Melampus coming up astern. The French 
officer of the watch told Cautain Ivarireau, that the Immortality 
wanted to speak him. The Ucsoluc accordingly shortened sail, 
and, at about 1 A. v. on the I4th, was bailed by the Melampua, 
then running at the rate of about ten knots an hour, and ordered 
to brin^ to. As, instead of that, the Resolue, who had nuw dis- 
covered her mistake, attempted to haul athwait the hawse of the 
Melampus, the latter opened her fire ; and, at the same moment, 
the British officers and crew heard tlie drum on board the 
French frigate beat to cjuartcrs. To the last two or three broad* 
sides of five that were discharged into her, the Resolue returned 
a feeble fire from her quarterdeck guns, aiid then surrendered. 

That the guns of the Melampus, during the nine or tea 
minutes they had been at work, had been most ably handled, is 
clear from the followim; account of her opponent's damage and 
loss : The Resolue had hor main yaid shot away« and her maia 
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topmast and mizcnmast shot through, and was so badly struck 
in the hull, that she made four feet water an hour, until die Me* 
lampusy ten days afterwards got her into the Qyde. This leak, 
however, appears, fi om what has elsewhere been stated, to have 
existed before. Uer loss, out of a crew^ including troops, of 
600 men and boys, amounted to ten men killed and several 
- wounded. Having had scarcely a rope cut and not a man hurt, 
as soon as Captain Moore had sent Lieutenant John Price and 
21 seamen on board the prize, and had removed a portion of the 
numerous French prisoners, the Melampus was ready for the 
Rhine's consort, had Captain Legrand been disposed, or rathery 
fiom the distance and position of the Immortalite,been enabled, 
to try his luck in the chances of war. However, as the latter, 
being a new frigate, possessed none of the inconveniences of the 
old manner of construction, and was, moreover, of double the 
Resolue's force, it was better perhaps for the Melampus, excel- 
lently manned and appointed as she was, that the luimortalitc 
did not molest her. 

Deceived by the English accounts, decdved by the French 
accounts, we formerly joined in censuring both Captain Bargean 
and Captain Legrand; the one for not having defended his ship, 
the other for not having made an effort to save his consort from 
capture. Had Captain Moore'*s letter been, as a contemporary 
calls it, " a clear and compact narrative,"* we should have had 
no excuse to offer for having spoken so slightingly of two brave 
officers. We have not obtained our information from either of 
the French captains, or from any of their countrjnnen, but from 
a British eyewitness of the transaction, an officer of tlie Melam- 
pus herself. Indeed we have generally found the officers of the 
British navy more ready to do justice to their enemies, than 
those gentlemen on shore who undertake to blazon their exploits ; 
and yet all the niistatements and boastinc:s of the latter, by tlie 
opposite nation at least (and there it is where the prmcipal mis- 
cnief lies), are usually laid to the charge of the former. AFinench 
writer, who, for lack of information, omits to tell his readers why 
the K^solue made no defence, or why the Immortality was un- 
able to render her any assistance, hopes to gi^atify them by the 
gneering remark, that the Melampus closed with the Resolue 
because she was the weaker ship, "s'attacha a la premiere, 
comme la plus faible/'* We have no doubt that both Captains 
Bargcau and Legrand, if (questioned, would have expressed it as 
their opinion, that Captam Moore, had he been permitted a 
choice, would not have hesitated an instant in selecting for his 
opponent the Immortalite. 

Of Commodore Bompart'e eight frigates, we have already 
disposed of four, the Embuscade, Coquille;, Bellone, and Re- 

• Brenton, vol. ii., p. 366, 
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solue. A fifUi, the Loire, had her career first partiallyt then 
conclusively, interrupted by the keen vigilance of British 
cmisers. On the 15th of October, at 8 a.m., the British 38-gutt 
frigate Revolutionnaire, Captain Thomas Twy9den$ and IS^ 

pounder 32-gun frigate Mermaid, Captain James Newman 
Newman (senior officer), accompanied by the 18-gun brig-sloop 
Kangaroo, Captain Edward Brace, being near Black-Sod hay on 
tbe uorth-west coast of Ireland, discovered two large sail bearing 
north. The latter were soon made out to he asemy's frigates, 
and the British frigates proceeded in chase. At its commence- 
ment the two strangers, which were, as may be conjectured, the 
Loire and S^millantc, kept their wind, but, shortly afterwards, 
edged away gradually ; so that, by evening, both the pursued 
and the pursuers were goin<_:; riizlit before the wind, with all sail 
set. The two French frigates then signalled and apparently 
spoke each other, and immediately afterwards steered separate 
courses. The Bivolutionnaire now chased one ; and the Mer- 
maid, followed by the Kangaroo, far astern, the other. At 7 
p. M., owing to the thick and squally weather, the two British 
frigates lost sight of each other, and soon afterwards of their 
respective chases. Captain Twysden saw his game no more. 
Captain Newman, as we shall presently see, was more fortunate. 
The Mermaid, on her enemy disappearini:-, hauled to the wind, 
on the larboard tack (the wind north by east), and was soon 
rejoined by tbe Kangaroo. 

On the following morning, the 16th, at daylight, the French 
liigate was again seen and pursued by the Mermaid and Kan- 
garoOb At 3 p.m. the Kangaroo, whose force was sixteen 32- 
pounder carronades and two long sixes, came up with and en- 
gaged the Loire, for such she was, in a most gallant manner ; 
until, indeed, the brig had her fore topmast shot away, and 
foremast wounded, by the frigate's stern-chasers. The Kangaroo 
was then compelled to drop astern. 

The Mermaid continued the pursuit, and kept the enemy in 
view during the night. At daybreak on the 17th the Loire, 
obsenring the Mermaid to be alone, evinced, by shortening sail, 
an inclination to engage ; nor was the latter disposed to balk 
captain Segond's wishes. Accord inL;lv, at about 6 h. 45 m. a.m., 
both ships steeri[ig north-east, which was nearly before the wind, 
the action commenced, and soon became very animated on both 
sides. An early attempt, on the part of the Loire, to board the 
Mermaid, was frustrated by Lieutenant Michael Halliday's 
judicious management of the latter's helm. Shortly afterwards 
the Mermaid, who had stationed herself on the Loire's starboard 
bow, taking advantage of a sudden shift of wind from west- 
south-west to south-south-west, was enabled to gall the latter 
considerably, without receiving much damage. . 

In a little while, from repeatedly bearing away and luffing up, 
die Mermaid closed with her opponent to within pittol-sbot; 
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five proofs of the M emaid'i deliberate and wellrdiracted im, 
he fire from the great guot of the Loiio had bow ondattUf 

slackened, but that from her musketry, conspicuous at every 
part of the ship, was unremittingly kept up. At 9h. 15 ra. a.m. 
the Loire's maintopsail yard came down, and Captain Newman 
gave instant orders to run athwart her hawse and rake her. Just 
as she was about to execute tliis manoeuvre, the Mermaid lost 
Imt miaemiUMt by the boord^ its wieek lotiUy dunbhug the 
oabin and oaarterdock gwuB. Scarcely waa the wreck of the 
nizenmast cleared^ and the stern blown out, ia order, now that 
the ship had unavoidably fallen off, to fire the stern-chasen, 
when the main topmast came down. By this time the Mermaid's 
stays, backstays, fihrouds, tacks, bheets, halyards, sails, spars, 
and boats were all cut to pieces or shot away ; and, from the 
number of dangerous shot received in the hull, the ship made a 
deal of water. The main yard hong only by a part of the cfaan 
with which it was slung, the mainmast had reoeiTed nine shoto 
in its head, and both that and the foremast appeared likely every 
instant to fall. Two of the guns, likewise, were completely dis- 
abled. In tliis crippled condition, the Mermaid could do no 
otherwise than discontinue the action. The Loire, apparently 
not much less disabled than the Mermaid, nor seemingly more 
inclined to renew the engagement, put before the wind, and was 
soon out of sight. 

Although tor established coiB][diment was 212, the Mermaid 
liad on board, when this long and spirited action commenced, 
only 208 men and boys. Of these she lost, exclusive of the 
carpenter, who, while busy in stopping a shot-hole outside, was 
swept away by the wreck of the main topmast and drowned, 
three killed, and thirteen wounded, three of the latter dan- 
gerously. The loss sustained by the Loire, out of a complement, 
including soldiers, of 624 men, is of course left to conjecture; 
but, from the excellent position maintained ao long by the 
Mermaid, the crowded state of the Loire's decks, and her finally 
abandoning the field to an adversary of little more than half her 
size and strength (the Mermaid's guns were 32 twelves and 
sixes and eight 24-poundcr carronades, the Loire's the same as 
No. 5 in the table at p. 54 of vol. i., with two additional 36- 
pounder carronades), the amount of both killed and wounded 
must have been Gonsiderable. Indeed it was represented tha)^ 
towards the close of the action, the Loire's people were aeen horn. 
the Mermaid to throw the killed overboard in great nombeis. 

Those who are of opinion that, in a statement of comparative 
forrp, the French troops ought to be included, can add them, 
their number having already been stated ; but, when the equi- 
vocal aid to be derived from tlieir musketry (see what slight 
eflPect it produced on the Mermaid's crew), is contrasted with the 
certain disadvantage aeeruing from the room which they aad 
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♦heir bag^gage occupy, it is considered the fairer mode to confine 
the estimate to that number of men, the regular complement, 
which Dtas originally fixed for and put on board the ship, as 
well to manage oer aailSy as to fight her guns^ great and smalL 
It is a fact, too, worth noticing, that the increased sHmgfatera 
iriiicb invariably attends increased numbers stowed in a sbmU 
compass, has often a very discouraging efiect upon the sunrivoiB 
of the crew. The panic may linger a while among the landmen 
and passengers, but its proverbially infectious nature will soon 
set it spreading. Where ships get foul, and boarding attempts 
are made, then it is that increased numbers carry their weight ; 
«nd a case of that sort mw merit to be an exception. With 
remark, we present the rollowing as the 



COMFAEATIVE FORCE Of THE COMBATANTS. 

No. 
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Crew .. No. 
Size tons 



MEBMAID. 
20 



208 
69S 



23 
448 

380 
1100 



This wonld, indeed, have been a victory for the little Mermaid ; 

but her inferiority of Ibrce, not a want of counge in her crew 
<of that they had given proofs in a previous contest with a French 
frin-ate of the Loire's class*), forbad such a consummation. It 
was not merely for her gallantry in attacking: such an antagonist 
as the Loire, that the Mermaid deserved credit, but for the skil- 
fnlness of her crew in pointing their guns. For, although the 
French work to which we are referring, contains no enumeratiQa 
of the Frendi frigate's loss of men, isSe follpwing account of her 
damages will show to what a state the shot of the Mermaid, 
described, in part palliation, as " une fr6gate de sa force," had 
reduced the Loire. 

"Ce beau combat etait le quatricme que la Loire avait eu d 
soutenir dcpuis cinq jours, et quoiqu'elle fut sortie avec gloire 
de toutes ces afluires, elle etait rcduite u i'ctatle plus deplorable. 
Elle ne poss^ait plus que ses deux basses Toiles en lambeauz, 
et il teit impossible d'en etablir d'autres. Iln'y avait plus iboid 
ni bois, ni coidages, pour essay er d 'installer des m&ts sup^rieun ; 
les bas mkis eox^emes, cribles de boulets, mena^ient de tom- 
l>er. Tout ce que le capitaine put faire pour r^parer sa frejicate, 
fut de buucher le mieux possible les trous des boulets rectus a la 
fluttai>on, dc jumeller ses bas mats, et de bosser les ralinn;ues 
des busses voiles, ^ui ctaient coupees en plu&ieurs endroits. Dans 
cette triste situation, c'eiit ^ on miracle que la Loire put atp 
teindre un port de Franoe."t 

We were at first a little puzzled to make out the four com- 
l>ats, which the Loire had so "gloriously" sustained. They 

* SeeToLL,p.8ID. f Victolits et Conqutteib Mm p. 4S0. 
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-were, however, as follows : that fought in line with the Heche, 
that between llie Loire and four other frigates with the disa* 
bled Anson, that between the Loire and Kangaroo (we suppose 
this must be meant), and that with the Mermaid alone. That 
the heavy fire, which the Loire opened upon the latter, did not 
sink her appears, by the foUowinfr remark, to have surprised the 
French themselves. " L'^avanta^e n'etait pas pour les canon- 
niers de la Loire, qui, fautc d'adresse, ou, ce qui est plus 
croyable, par trop de precipitation, n'ajustuieat pas aussi bien 
leoFB coups c^ue les Anglais."* Yet, why the Loire, with her 
decided supenority of force and the subsequent fall of her oppo- 
nents mizenmast, did not push the contest to an issue, is no- 
where explained ; not even in an account which, by its minute- 
ness in other respects, as clearly proves that it was drawn up 
on board the Loire, as that, from among the troops in his ship, 
or from somewhere else, " Texcellent inanoiuvrier le capitaine 
Segond" had provided himself with a t>tiil more excellent 
trumpeter. 

Scarcely had the Mermaid's crew time to knot the remaining 
shroudis, and get their ship a little into order, before there came 
oo a violent gale of wind. The men had just furled the fore 

topsail, when the remains of the mainsail blew away ; and, in 
the act of hauling: up the foresail, the foremast, fore topmast, 
fore yard, and foretopsail yard, all fell in-board on the forecastle. 
Constant fatigue was now endured by the crew, in refitting, 
pumping, and clearing the wreck ; and the ship^ under a bare 
pole, the mainmast, scudded before the wind in a dreadful sea, 
rendered ten times more alarming by the open state of the 
cabin, from the cause already explained. At length, on the 
lJ)th, the Mermaid was fortunate enougli to i;et into Lough- 
Swiliy. Fortunate, indeed, it was, as the bread had all been 
destroyed by a shot-hole leak in the birad-room, and the 
ship, having been eight weeks at sea, had only 12 tuns of 
water left. 

The Loire had only escaped from one antagonist to ^1 into 
the hands of another. At daylight on the 18th, the very day 
succeeding that on which she had been so roni^hly handled by 
the Mermaid, the Loire unexpectedly found herself to leeward 
of a sliip of more than double the size of her lurmer antagonist. 
The Loire, at this time, lav without her fore and main topmasts; 
the one having been shot away by the Mermaid, and the other, 
as Captain Newman had conceived would be the case, having 
fidlen over the top in the course of the ensuing night The 
ship to windward, which was the 44-gun frigate Anson, Gaptain 
Philip Charles Durham, had lost he( mizenmast, main yard, and 
main cross-trees; and, in her previous action with the Loire and 
her four companions, had bad her bowsprit and fore yard shot 
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tlirough ID several places. The Anson had also received con* 

siderable injury in her fore and main masts. 'J'hus were the two 
ships about equally balanced in point of disabilities : if there 
was a difference in this respect, it was in favour of the Anson; 
but there was a third party present, who, although apparently 
▼ery insignificant, was not to be overlooked or despised. On 
the precraing night the Anson had ffdlen in with the Kangaroo, 
and Captain Durham, thinking the latter*s services might be 
useful in the Anson's disabled state, ordered Captain Brace to 
keep company. Tiu^ Kanecaroo, since her disaster of the morn- 
ing of the 16th, h;id, with creditable alacrity, refitted herself 
with a new fore topmast ; and at 8 h. 30 m. a. m. on this day, 
which was as soon as the strange sail was discovered by her, 
then far to windward of the AnsoOi got up her topgaHantmasts, 
and made sail in chase. 

The Anson, from her leeward position, in reference to the 
Kangaroo, was of course first up with the Loire ; and at about 
10 h. 30 m. A. M. the cannonading commenced between the two 
ships. At 1 1 h. 45 ni. a.m. while the Lciirc and Anson lay 
mutually disabled, the latter witii her head iii a line with the 
former''8 stem, the Kangaroo bure down, and received a shot 
from the Loire, accompanied by several volleys of mosketiv. 
To this the brig immediately replied by a broadside. Shortly 
afterwards the Loire*8 mizenmast came down, and with it her 
colours. These the French ship, having six feet water in the 
hold, and being reduced to an utterly defenceless state by the 
Mermaid and Anson's shot, did not attcnijjt to rchoist. As 
soon, therefore, as she was hailed for that purpose, the Loire 
surrendered, and was taken possession of by a boat from the 
Kangaroo. 

Out of her complement of 327 men and boys, the Anson had 

one quartermaster and one seaman killed, her first lieutenant of 
marines (William A bell), two midshipmen (William Robilliard 
and Francis R. Pavler), eip;ht seamen, and two marines wounded ; 
total, two killed and 13 wounded. The Kaniraroo, whose com- 

£ lenient was 120 men and boys, escaped without any loss. The 
loire's loss, according to the French account, amounted to 46 
men killed and 71 wounded. Her total number of sailors and 
soldiers, at the commencement of the action, is stated in Oaptaia 
Durham's letter at 664; but her officers, when examined in the 
prize-court, deposed to 624. A great part of the difference is 
probably to be accounted for by the Loire's loss in her two 

1)rovious actions. If so, as only five men are admitted to 
lave been killed on board the Loire in her fii"st action, a 
great many more must have been killed in her action with the 
Mermaid. 

The Anson and Loire, in pomt of relative force, had they 
each met in a perfect state, would have been similarly matched 
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to the Inde&tigable and Yii^ie.* Whatever chance of sue- 
oesBy therefore, the Loire may have had with the Mermaid, she 

had very little with the Anson, and none whatever with the 
Anson and Kangaroo united. The undoubted bravery, which 
Captain Segond, his officers, and crew displayed in this contest 
mfibrds a tolerable proui, that the Lone would not have quitted 
her former antagonist, had not her uijviies by the Meraiaid'» 
shot been of the most Berkms kind. 

The Loire had on board a brass field-piece, with the necessary 
apparatus and stores, clothing complete for 3000 men, 1020 
muskets, 200 sabres, 350 pouches, and 25 cases of musket-ball 
cartridges, evidently to serve for equipping the recruits expected 
among the Irish malecontcnts. Leaving the prize in tow of the 
Kangaroo, and attended by the Anson, we shall proceed to show 
irhiok was the next of Commodore Bompart's frigates, that waa 
tnccessfolly intercepted on her retnm to a Fvench port. 

On the 20th of October, at 8 a. m., in latitude 48° 23' north, 
and longitude 7° west, the British 38-gun frigate Fisgard, Cap- 
tain Thomas Byam Martin, while standing on the larboard tack 
with the wind at west-south-west, saw a strange sail due west, 
on the opposite tack, steering free. At 8 h. 45 m. A. M. the 
Fisgard tacked in chase, and gained on the stranger ; who was 
no other than the Immortalit^/ pursuing her coame to Brest^ 
and whidi port, bat for this to her nnlucky encoonter, die wotdd 
Tery soon have reached. At 11 a.m. the Immoctalil6 hoisted 
French colours, and commenced hring her stem-chaseia. At 
11 h. 30 ni. A.M. the Fisgard hoisted English colours, and 
opened a fire in return witii her bow-guns, still, with a fine 
moderate breeze on the quarter, coming up with the object of 
her pursuit. 

At half-past noon the Fisgard got close alongside her oppo- 
nent, and a spirited action commenced. So effiKtaal, however^ 
was the Immortality's fire, that, in 25 minutes, the Fisgard waa 

rendered quite ungovernable, having her bowlines^ hnlceSy top* 
sail-ties, back-stays, and the whole of her running rigrrino-, cut 
to pieces. The Fisgard, in consequence, dropped astern ; and 
the Inimortalite, profiting by the occasion, crowded sail to 
escape. At 1 h. 30 ui. p. m., by the active exertions of her crew, 
the Fisgard was again alongside her opponent ; and a cannonade 
now commenced, more fiuions than the first. At the end of 
half an hour the Fisgard had received some shots so low in the 
hull, as to have six feet water in the hold. Still her resolute 
crew persevered ; and at 3 r. m., after nearly an hour and a halPs 
close engagement, the Immortalite, then nearly in a sinking 
state from tlic Fisgard *s shot, and having- her mizenraast gone 
close to the deck, and her fore and main masts, and all her 
Other spars, as well as rigging and saib, modi cut; and having^ 
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iMtideiy kit hef «ipliiii and fint Ikiiteiian^ iHRikd down faor 
oolovm 

Tlie Fisgard had her masts, rigging, and sails a good deal in- 
jured, and was struck so low in the hull by some of the 
immortalite's 24-poiind shot, as to oblige her to keep one pump 
constantly e;oing. Her loss out of a crew of 281 men and boy^r 
and who, the more to their credit, were quite a young ship's 
company, amounted to 10 seamen killed, one lieutenant of 
nanneB (M aik A. Oerraid), 23 seameR and two mariaea wounded* 
The Inunortatit^, oat of a creWy includiae soldier-passen^rs, of 
58D (in which number both Captain Martin and the French 
officers agree), lost, including her brave commander and first 
lieutenant, also a general of the army (Monge), and seven other 
naval and military officers, 64 officers, seamen, and soldiers 
killed, and 61 wounded. 

The Fisgard mounted 4(3 guns, the same as those of the 
Mrolationnaire, described at voL i., 322. The Inunortalite, 
•i a Firench frigate, was of e dass herself. It is probable 
that she was intended, while building, to cany 26 long 18- 
poimders ; but the Immortahte was afterwards constmcted with 
one port less of a side, and fitted with 24 long French 24- 
pounders, making, with 14 long S-poundcrs and four brass 
36-pounder carronades on her quarterdeck and forecastle, a 
total of 42 guns. In comparing the force of these ships, we 
shall, for & ttrntaik given at « former page, not leefcoii the 
troc^ that were on boaid the French frigate. 
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Bfite wo ooaie again, after a kog interval, to a well- 
matched pair of comratants ; an action ably contested on both 
sides, doing credit to the vanquished as well as to the vkior. No 

obtrusive vessel l^ecame a spectator of, mucli less a participator 
in, the long and arduous struggle. Consuleiing the numerous 
cruisers, British in particular, that are usually roaming about 
the chops of the Channel, a lair single combat, from first to last, 
IS rare, and therefore deserves to be prized. 
I This is the proper place to notice a paragraph that appeared in 
the Moniteur of the 27th of November, 1798: "Lorsque le 
capitaine Le^nd a abandonn^ la fre^ate anglaise, apres I'avoir 
mise hors d'etat de le ponrsuivre, il ctait chasse par trois vais- 
seaux, tous ^ sa vuc." There is always a ready way of con- 
futing assertions like these. Had any British ship of war, 
much less ''three ships of the line," hove in eight during the 
chase or at the capture of the Immortality, she wrald have been 
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entitled to a share of the prize-money ; whereas it stands record* 
ed, tliat no other ship tluin the Fisgard received, or claimed to 
receive, a doit of it. Moreover, as placinsi; the matter beyond all 
doubt, the French officers, in the customary certiticate to enable 
the captors to get their head-money, made not the slightest 
allusion to any other ship than the Fispard. 

The whole of the seven prizes, after the most shattered of them 
had put into port by the way, reached Plymouth. The Hoche 
was newly named the Donegal, after the bay near to which she 
had been captured. She was a fine ship of 1901 tons, and long 

J)rove(l a serviceable cruiser. The Embuscade was also a fine 
ittle frisrate of 91(3 tons, and under the name of Seine (the 
Ambuscade being a name that, after the middle of December, 
excited in England no very pleasant recoUectionsX was long 
attached to the 12-pounder o6-gun class. The Coquille, a 
a similar frigate to the Embuscade^ on the 14th of December, 
while lying at anchor in Hamoaze, and just after she had been 
surveyed preparatory to her purchase by the government, caught 
fire and blew up: by which accident, three midshipmen, seven 
seamen, and three women unfortunately perished. The Bellone 
and Resolue were frigates of a smaller class than either of the 
preceding j the one measuring 888, and the other 877 tons: 
both were purehased into the navy, but, bong old and worn out, 
never afterwards went to sea. The Loire, on the other hand, was 
a fine new frigate, and had recently been presented to the French 
government by the city of Nantes. The Immortalite was also a 
fine frigate, but less than the Loire, by about 90 tons; and 
therefore very far from being, as a contempomry represents her, 
" one of the largest frigates that had fallen into our hands.''* 
Not being consi&red capable of carrying to advantage a battery 
of 24-pounde» (of which heavy guns, however, that same writer 
had assigned her twenty-eight," instead of twenty-four), the 
Immortuit^ was fitted with twenty-six 1 8-pounders ; and that 
was giving her one gun more of a side than she could fairly use 
upon her broadside. 

We must not forget to mention, that the thanks of both houses 
of parliament were subsequently voted to commodore Sir John 
Borlase Warren, and the captains, officers, and men under his 
command, for the successful issue of the action, or actions 
rather; with the Hoche and her squadron ; not, certainly for any 
eztiaordinary exertions that were either required or made use oi, 
in achieving the victory, but because of the evil consequences 
which it in all probabihty averted from the sister-kingdom. 
Lieutenants William James Turquand, first of the Canada, and, 
after a while, David Colby, first of the Robust, were made com- 
manden; as was also, for her capture of the Immortality, the 
Fiseard's first lieutenant, John Surman Carden. 
The dashing manner, in which the Robust went into action, 

* Bmtoi^ voL il., p. 967. 
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was precbely what might have been expected from the captaia 
eftheiatona, in November^ 1793; and we should lunre oeea 
better pieced with Sir John WairenV letter, imperfisct as it is io 
many respects, had it contained a more particular notice of the 
(considenng the hors-de-combat distance of the Canada and 
Foudroyant, some have thought o//) important services of Captaia 
Xhornborough. 

Very great credit was also due to Captain Countess, for his 
zeal and perseverance in keeping sight of the French squadron ; 
which, had it not been so well wat<£ed bv the Ethalion and her 
oonsorts, would have been on the coast or Ireland nearly a fort- 
night earlier than it was. In that case M. Bompart would 
probably have disembarked his troops without molestation, and 
inif^ht, with his squadron have got safe back to a French port. 
In his official account of the capture of the Bellone, Captain 
Countess speaks in the highest terms of the first lieutenant of 
the Ethalion, Mr. George Saver ; and the latter, upon whom 
the greater part of the active doty of keeping sight of the French 
squadron must necessarily have devolved, was, m consequence, 
inade a commander. 

We must be permitted to make one more remark before we 
quit this action. The noble behaviour of the French prisoners 
on board the Hoche and Coquille (for she, also, was mainly 
preserved by their exertions) ought to haveobtained for thcni, after 
they were landed in England, some abatement of the hardships 
usually imposed upon prisoners of war. This would be holdings 
out encouragement to men so circumstanced; particularly im.. 
cases where their numbers, as in the instances of both the 74 
and the frigate, might otherwise be too formidable to be coerced, 
into subjection. Upon national considerations, even this ought 
never to be overlooked. 

It still remains to be shown, what became of the three un-- 
captured vessels of Commodore Bompart's squadron. The 
Komaine having anchored, under English colours, six.or seven 
miles from the spot at which the Immortality and R6solue*had 
brought up, made preparations for disembarking her troops. A 
communication with the shore, however, soon cooled the seal 
the latter; and the soldiers were not so tired of the sea, or so 
alarmed at the perils both of weather and capture to be encoun- 
tered in crossing it, but that tliey preferred even that risk to the 
certain fate that awaited them if they attempted to land. The 
Romaine, accordingly, weighed and stood off from the Irish 
coast, and, overtaking the Biche on the passage^ anchored on 
the 23d of October in the road of Brest. About the same time» 
also, the Scmillante managed to get into Lorient. 

The very day that seale d the fate of the Hoche, saw another 
expedition quit a port of France for the same destination. Com- 
modore Savary, with the same four frigates with which he had 

VOL. II. M 



146 



BUHBU AKD WREMCa tlebts. 



mtAt the fofwr trip, namely, th« Oonqoide^ Med6e» RnndBi^ 
«pd VhmB, having «n board a mmH ^^nutity of troopi» moM 
fiom Rocheforty in orcler to see what had becons both of Comk- 
flKxlore Booifmrt's squadron, which had now been out 26 day% 

tnd of General Hiimbart's army, which had been landed in Ir©» 
land since more than two months. On the 27th Commodore 
Savai V liad the <^ood fortune to arrive in the neighbourhood of 
Killala bay, tiic scene of his former success. Ilere the commo- 
dore soon feunt tbe fiita of botb ibe Fwneb mmjarndtitM Ffencb 
■^■dwm; md, fearing it nigfat be his ten iMatt,jui io mm. , 
warn the same aftemooo, mad steocd ibiii^ fir maae mtk 
tte melancholy news. 

On the 28th, at about 7 A. M., the weather nearly calm, these 
four French frigates were discovered in the south-east quarter, 
not far from tlie Sta;^s of }3rond haven, by tbe British 80-gun 
ship C'ccsar, Captain Sir James Saumarcz, 74-^un ship Terribly 
Captain •Sir Aicbard Bickertoiiy Bart, and 38-gun &igate 
lidpomdBey Captain Sir Chariea Hannltoa; and, m aoon at tbe ^ 
brec^ would permit, were chaaed under all aaiL At 3 P*ii. ^bm ' 
wind veered to the south-west. At 6 p.m. tbeliMV French 
frigates, then on a line in the larboard tack, were passed to 
windward by the Temble, and between her and them several 
shots were exchanged, one of which struck the 74's mizenmast, 
and obliged her instantly to hsh it The Terrible then wore after 
tbe reamioit of tbe fingalea, and bote away in pursuit to tbe 
jMNTtb-Aortb-fraat SborUyaikerwaidadiefMcbmgateaopMdt 
tn paanngy a faking fire upon tbe Csesar, bnl at too gnat a dit- 
tance to produce any effect ; and, for that reason, tbe latter did 
not return it. At 1 1 p. m., just as she was fast coming up with 
the sternmost Frencli frigate, the wind, having considerably 
freshened, carried away the C.iesar's fore topmast and main top- 

Sllantmast ; and this was not all, ior tiie wreck demolished 
s foreiaiL At 11 b. 15 m. f. m., in consequence of this acci- 
(dent, tbe Terrible and Melpomene pasaed tbe Ganr in the 
chase. 

On the 29th, at 1 a.m., the Cscsar was entiiely ioot aig^ «f 

by her two consorts; and at 8 a.m. tlie enemy's squadron was dis- 
tant from these about two leagues in the north-west. At noon, 
owing: chiefly, as it would appear, to the bad sailin<r of the Venus, 
the Melpomene, who w as at some distance ahead of the 74, got 
WifSuB two or duee miles of the former. As the only means of 
nfertkig tbe conaeooences likely to veauh from ^ retaidation 
•of die aqnadron, Oommodore Savary made the signal fiar tna 
fingates to separate. On this the Concorde hauled dose to the 
wind (still at south-west) on the larboard tack, the Medee and 
Franchise kept, as before, about four points free on the same 
tack, and the Venus put directly before it The Melpom«^ 
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ioamediately liauled up for the Coacorde, aad the Terrible {>ur- 
sued the two frigates ai the north-west by west; upon whom the 
74 gaiued so much^ that ai 4 p. mu was only two nules asterja 
0(3tmK, >^7».iL tih#1Wiife9eaBdMelpoBilbelQ0lsight «f 
«Mdi4>tbcK. OnOif 30t]^M4^brak,tbe74lb«iidfawB«lf^ 

via Mon afterwards passed several gun-^^riac^s, also tw9 
horses, which had been tbrown overboard by the French frigate. 
It is doubtful whether or not this would have saved her, if at 5 
p. M. a violent and unexpected squall of wind from the suutli-east 
Jtiad not caii led awAy the Terrible's ibre and main toD^ailyard^^ 
dwd 4iie topnltat mm atoo. Tbeie w«0 now aa amtnwJims 
and the Tfmk^ amidjagly« left <^ 

tp the southward «nd mtaincd. M. .Savary was afiberwardft 
flO fortunate as to reassemble all four of his frigates, and wili^ 
them to ii#tttor B«cbe£Qrt m ib^ 22d day of h» d^paiUue 

ironi it. 

This was the last of four expeditions, which the French sent 
Hoin their ports to assist the nialecontents of Ireland. The tiisty 
fir ttoiiof DaoBvilNri 1796, was Ml!t«i«d and djaeomfitpd hytja^ 
weatber. ThaiecMKkd^uadtf tkeaameCkmunodore 
/ortunate escape mm have jnst done detaiUng, sucoeeaec^ im 
AaffUi of the present year, in disembarking a body of men, but 
it was only for the survivors of them to yield up their arms in 
September. The third ended in the capture of the Hoche and 
her companions ; and the fourth, rendered unavailable by the 
iailure of the second and third, returned to port as it went. 

Danog tbe bwt tm montba <if tbe year, the Brest fleet 
mained as stationarv as it had done daring the fint teo. Jb tbe 
mttffpt'^ vm are aoout to bestow upon tne fleet of Toulon, we 
may perhaps develop the principal cause of this forced inactivity 
of a fleet, which, with a proper application of its numbers and 
^trens:th, might have done incalculable mischief to an enemy. 

We must not, however, quit the Channel without mentioning, 
that, among the fruits of four years' hard fighting, was tlie 
assembling, in Fnuacc^ of 2800 mglish, and ia England of up- 
wards of 30,000 Frencb prisoners. Sinoe tbe montik of Jaaaary 
tbe two atttioDS had agreed tbat eaob should maintain their owa 
pnaonecB J tbat, for that purpose, an agent should reside in each 
countiy, and have the benefit of its market ; and that the 
prisoners, instead of being scattered over the country, should be 
confined in three or four places of general rendezvous. Agree- 
, ably to this ai raju^ment, the French prisoners were to be conliued 
jMmhm bat at railaniOQtb, Plymovtbt IXcmaxk-CtoBB, liver* 
|M>o]» £dinbaqg;bf Cbathanif and Stapletoa* Thisivas followed^ 
towards tbe ettdof the year, by a second agceement, authorizing 
the reciprocal transmission of cartels, and settling the tarois hf 
which an exchange of prisoners was to be regulated. 

ia ihe course year tbe Frencb fUi»ctw]f j«Mwd A decree 
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declaring that all persons, natives of, or originally belonging to, 
neutral countries, or countries in alliance with France, who might 
fi>rm a part of the crew of any of his Britannic majesty's ships of 
war^ or of any British vessels^ should be considered and treated 
as pirates. This savage order was met by a counter-declaration 
from the king of England, dated November 20, directing it to be 
signified to the commissary for French prisoners in Great Britain, 
that, if that decree should, in any instance, be carried into effect 
against any such persons, taken in any vessel or vessels the 
property of his majesty, or of his subjects, and navigated under 
the Bntidi flag» it was the king's determination to exeicise the 
most rigorous retaliation against those subjects of the French 
republic, whom the chance of war had then placed, or might 
thereafter place, at his majesty's disposaL This had, in a great 
degree, the desired effect. 

With the view of ascertaining the precise object of the ru- 
moured preparations making at Toulon, the British admiralty 
liad directed Earl St-Vincent to detach from the Mediterranean 
fleet a few ships under (Rear-admind Sir Horatio Ndsoo ; who, 
having been allowed, after the SantSpCniz a£hir, to go to England 
for his health, had, on the 29th of April, returned to the fleet off 
Cadiz. On the '2d of May, Sir Horatio quitted the fleet in the 
Vanguard, and steered for the MediteiTanean. The rear-admiral 
■was to take with him two 74s lying at Gibraltar, and four fri- 
gates and a sloop cruising on that station. On the 4th the Van- 
guard arrived at Gibraltar ; and on the 9th, having completed 
Eer water and provisions, sailed again, accompanied by the 
Alexander and Orion 74s, Emerald and Terpsichore frigates, 
and Bonne-Citoyenne sloop. 

On the 17th, when ofi" Cape Sicie, the rear-admiral received 
information, through a captured privateer, that there were, in- 
cluding the ex-Venetian ships, 19 sail of the line in Toulon 
harbour; that 15 of them were ready for sea; and that Buona- 
parte, at the head of an immense body of troops, was expected 
soon to embaric, but for what destination could not be sscer* 
tained. On the 19th the wind blew strong from the north-west. 
On the next day, the SOtii, it moderated, but, after dark, again 
blew strong; so strong, that on the 21st, at 1 h. 30m. a. m., 
when about 25 leagues south of the Hyures islands, the Van- 
guard's main and mizen topmasts, in succession, went over the 
side. In two hours afterwards the increased violence of the 

gle carried away the foremast, in three pieces, and sprung the 
wsprit in as many places. At daylight, by means of the rem- 
nant of her spritsail, the Vanguard was enabled to wear. The 
two other 74s and the Emerald wore also ; and the four ships 
scudded before the wind. The Terpsichore, Bonne-Citoyenne, 
and a prize-ship, continued lying-to, under bare poles, and there- 
fore parted company ; as, during the night, did the Emerald. 
The rear-admiral intended to steer for Oristan bay, island of 
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Saidima : but, in . the crippled state of the Vanguard, that was 
found impracticable. The latter, therefore^ bein^^ taken in tow 
by the Alexander, who, with the Orion, had received very little 
damage in the gale, the rear-admiral proceeded to tiie Sardinian 
harbour of St.-rietro ; where, at noon on the 22d, the three ships 
eafelv cast anchor. Here we will leave them awhile, to attend 
to wnat is going on in Toulon. 

During the negotiations at Campo-Formio, in the summer of 
1797, General Buonaparte took away from the Ambrosian library 
at Milan, all the books he could find on subjects connected 
with the East ; and, on their being brought to Paris, marginal 
notes were discovered in every page that treated specially on 
Egypt: hence it has been inferred, that Buonaparte was, even at 
this time, ruminating upon the plan, in the attempted execution 
of which his military fame subsequently received so serious a 
check, and his moral character so fatal a stab. At all eveuts, in 
the early months of the year 1798, he submitted the plan of a 
campaign in Egypt to the directory, and on the 5th of March, 
<WB8 appointed its commander-in-chief. " Les ministres de la 
.guerre, de la marine, at des finances," proceeds the letter of ap- 
pointment, "sont prevenus de se conformer aux instructions que 
vous leur transmettrez sur ce point important dont votre patno- 
tisme a le secret, et dont le directoire ne pouvait pas mieux 
confier le succes qu'^ votre genie et a. votre amour pour la vraie 
gloire." This flattering letter was signed by " LareYeilldre-L§- 
paux. Merlin, etBarras."* 

In the mean time the most active preparations were making 
at Toulon, Marseille^ Civita-Vccchia, Genoa, and Bastia ; parti- 
-cularly at the first-named port, where an immense fleet of men- 
of-war and transports was getting ready, and whither troops 
were marching from all quarters of the republic. Buonaparte 
was to have quitted Paris on the night of the 21st of April ; but 
the last despatches finom General Bemadotte, the lepublicaa 
ambassador at the oourt of Vienna, having excited in the French 
government some dread of a rupture with Austria, the conqueror 
4>f Italy was detained, to try the effect of his influence with the 
Comte de Cobentzel, the emperor's ambassador at Paris. By 
this, or some other means, the matter was made up ; and on the 
3d of May Buonaparte quitted Paris, and on the 6th arrived at 
Toulon. 

The expedition, now that it was complete, consisted of 13 sail 
ci the line, eight frigates, two Venetian 64s and six frigates, 
armed en flute, two brigs, with cutters, avisos, and guo-boats^ 
in all 72 vessels of war; exclusive, when those from the outpoi-ts 
joined, of 400 sail of transports. Of this immense fleet the 
crews alone were computed at 10,000 men ; besides which there 
was a body of troops amounting to. about 36,000 men. The 

a Victoires et Conquetes, tome ix^ p. 4. 
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MBDUMiklcMB-chief of tlii^ fcfundablcr arnMiMDt wm Rmm** 
jarte, having tinder him, M hn senerals of divisioiiy Kl^tier, 
l)esaix, Re^nier, Bon, Duqnn, Menou, Vaiibois, Dnmuj, and 
Dumas, besides 11 generals of brigade. The fleet was com- 
manded by Vice-admiral Brueya, having under him Rear-admi- 
rals, Villeneuve, Blanquet, and Decres, and, for his captain of 
fleet, Commodore Ganteaume. The admiral had his flag on 
Iwerd the 12(X«iui ship Orient, a* the ei-devant Saw-Cewtte 
mm BOW, in remenee to the object of the expedition appropr»> 
itfel^ named, and in her General Baonapavte embavhed^, aeeon^ 
frnned by the principal part of his suite. 

' On the 19th of May, in the morning, the whole of this nu- 
merous fleet, except a portion of the transports, that were to join 
on the passage, got under way from Toulon road with a strong 
wind from the north-west, and, running along the coast of Pro* 
irence, stopped off Genoa, to be johiM hj the Mwmxm of traas* 
ports in tmit poft ; then stood straight across to Cape Conc^ 
which rat signalled on tha 23d, at dayhceak. The Oeet re^ 
maincd in sight of the eastern coast of Corsica until the 30th and 
then stood leisurely along the island of Sardinia, in the expecta- 
tion of being joined by the convoy from Civita-Veccbia; which 
convoy, it was known, had left that port on the 28th. 
• On die 3d of June, Buonaparte received intelligence, that - 
Ihree Enghah rinps of the line and two liigatea had been aee» 
oif Cagliari. A division of French ships proceeded in that direc- 
tion, but saw nothing and returned. Uanring waited in vain for 
the junction of the expected convoy from Civita-Vecchin, the 
■fleet proceeded without it, and on the 7th passed within gun-shot 
of the port of Mazaru in Sicily, iiaving in view on the opposite 
side the small island of Pantellaria. On the 8th an l^uglish 
hrig, captured by one of the IooImiI frigates, ^ramt inlelligenoa 
that Admiral Helaoii^a aqoadroo, sent k'puraait of the Frenck 
ieet, waa not vetjr ftur astern. Thia news, erroneous as it was^ 
g8?e great uneasinesa to the commander-in-chief.* On the 
same night the expedition quitted the cor.st of Sicily, and, steer- 
ing to the south-east, gained, at f) h. 30 m. a.m. on the Uth, a 
sight of the islands of Goza and Malta ; off which the admiral 
was joined by the Civita-Vecchia dirision of transports number-^ 
bg 70aaU. 

. The hie, which soon befel thia, aa a Mediteiranean po a i eatlo n» 
ifltpertant island, wiU be in some degree elucidated by a short 
account of the measures France had previously taken to under-^ 
nine its independence. Since the month of January in the 
present year, JVl. Ponssielgue, secretary to the French legation 
at Genoa, had been sent to soimd the knights and grand-master 
of the order of St^John of Jerusalem, as to their inclination t* 
paimii a I¥eneh a^nndi«i la approach lha ahoiea af thair ialand ? 
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or, in other words, by all the insidious and corrupt arts so fam^ 
liar to the agents of the French government at this epoch, to 
endeaTOiir to excite an bsunectioa amoo^the inhabitants. As 
a further step in the contemplated plan, KeaMdhBinl Brueys^ 
when in March he was retonimg to Toulon with his six tail of 
the lioa from the Adriatiey aent one of his ships in the port to 
be lepjured; where she remained eight days. The French 
•qnadron, meanwhile, sounded all round the island, and ascer- 
tained precisely eyeiy spot where it was possible to efiect a 
debarkation. 

Coniidenng, tbefefore, the capture of the iaiand of Malta, 
tnth ita two depeaMkBdea, the small ialands oC Gkna and 
Comao, as the work of treachery, we §bA no inclinnliea to »le 

a recital of the few mock-fights that preceded its aarrender; 
but shall merely state, that on the 10th a landinjr was effected 
in seven places, and that on the 12th the islands of Malta, 
Goza, ana Comino, surrendered by capitulation. Among the 
spoils taken, were two 64-gun ships, one frigate, three galleys, 
wmA aome reuekh 30,000 mnskets, 12,000 faaneb of powder, 
pro waie BS far ax maoiim, and the plate and oCher treaanie k 
the church of St'John, valued at three millions of francs. 
Leaving Buonaparte and his army and fleet to rejoice over their 
good fortune, we will return to Rear-admiral Nelson and his 
three weather-beaten ships in the harbour of St.-Pietro. 

By the indefatigable exertions of the officers and crews of the 
three British ships, or rather, as respects the men, of the Alex- 
ander and Orion only, fat the Vangvaidra waa a Tery indi£ferent 
ship's company, the latter ship, in less than four days, ^ot up a 
jury foremast and jury main and mizen topmasts, fished her 
Dowsprit^ and performed other necessary repairs ; and on the 
next morning, the 27th, the squadron again put to sea. The 
three ships now steered for the rendezvous otf Toulon, which 
they reached on the 3lst. The rear-admiral, by this time, was 
fully acquainted with the sailing of the French armament, re- 
ported t» coaaisl of 15 mA of the line, 10 or 12 frigates, and 
200 transports, with upwards of 40,000 troops on board, oouh 
manded by Oa»»} Boontpnte; bat iiotking.wa. kimni ofto 
destmation. 

On the 5th of June the 16-gun brig-sloop Mutine, Captain 
Thomas Masterraan Hardy, joined, with the hiijhly gratifying 
intelligence that she had, on the 30th, parted from a squadron 
of 10 sail of the line and a 50-^n ship, that was on its way to 
join the reap>adiidrai. I^e brig also brought Sir Horatio Ml 
dnredions, when timt junetioa was effeeted, l» do what he so 
crdentl^ desired to do — proceed in quest of the Toulon fleet. 
Immediately the three 748 and brig, spreading themselves, kept 
a sharp looK-out; and, in so doing, fell in with 15 sail of richly- 
laden Spanish merchantmen. The Alexander and Orion each 
captured one; but the rear-admiral, having his mind bent on 



Digitized by Google 



BBiriSH AND FAENCU FL££TS. 



1798. 



nobler game, would not permit any more of the vessels to be 
molested. On the 7thy at noon, the two squadrons that were so 
desirous to join, gained a mast-head sight of each other, and hy 
sunFet were united. 

About three weeks after Rear-admiral Nelson bad been de- 
tached by Earl St.-Vincent, a reinforcement from England, con- 
sisting of eight sail of the line, under Rear-admiral Sir Roger 
Curtis, in the Prince-of- Wales 98, joined the fleet off Cadiz ; 
and on the same evening (May 24) the in-shorc squadron of 
nine sail of the line, commanded by that active officer. Captain 
Troubridge, haying been relieved by an equal number of BnipSy 
sailed, in compliance with orders from home, to strengthen the 
force under Rear-admiral Nelson. The exchange between the 
two squadrons liad been so admirably conducted, that the 
Spaniards, the next morning, were not aware that it had taken 
place ; nor, of course, that the British admiral off the port had 
either detached, or been joined by, any ships. 

Since his departure from Earl St-Vincent's fleet, Captain 
Troubridge had been joined by the Audacious 74 and Leander 
60 ; making the force under Rear-admiral Nelson, now consist- 
ing of the 



Onn-ahip 



Vanguard \ Rear^miml (b ) Sir Hoistio Nelson. 

^ I Captain Ldwanl Berrv, 



50 



Orion 

CuUoden ............. 

Bellerophon ........ 

Minotaur...... 

Defence 
Alexander 

Zealous ... 
Audacious 
Goliath ..... 

SwifUure.... 
Thetent 
Louider 



... ... ... ...... 



>•*»..■•«••* 



Sir James Saumaret, 
Thomas Troubridge, 
Henrj' d'Esterrc Daiby, 
Thomas Louis, 
John Peyton, 
Alexander John Ball, 
Samiiol Hood, 
DaviUge Giould, 
Thomas Folev, 
George Blarrdcn WcstOOtt, 
Benjamin Hallowell, 
Ralph WUlett Miller. 
HumiaB Bottlden ThompMO, 



amount to thirteen 74-gun ships, and one 50, with, instead of 
four or five friiiatcs, one brig-sloop only; and yet the service 
intrusted to the rear-admiral, as we shall presently see, was one, 
the very success of which might depend on the facility of recon- 
noitring, and gaining intelligence of, the enemy's movements. 

Nelson's instructions from his commander-in-chief were dated 
on the 2 1 St of May. In these he was ordered " to proceed in 
quest of the armament preparing by the enemy at Toulon and 
Genoa ; the object whereof appears to be either an attack upon 
Naples or Sicilv, the conveyance of an army to some part of the 
coast of Spain lor the pur|>ose of marching towards Portugal, or 
to pass through the Straits, with a view of proceedinff to Ire- 
land." In some additional instructions of the same date, the 
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lear-admirel is told, that he may pursue the Frendi squadron to 
any part of the Mediterranean, Adriatic, Moiea, Archipelago, 

or even into the Black Sea." 

It is clear, from the tenour of these instructions, that the 
British government were quite in the dark as to the real, or, at 
all events, the primary destination of the Toulon fleet. But, 
that their surmise that the fleet would pass the Straits was not 
wholly without foundation, will appear from the following ex- 
tract of a letter addressed, under date of the 18th of April, 
1798, by Buonaparte to the French directory : ''II serait pos- 
sible, apr^s Texpedition que le gouvemenient projette dans la 
Mediterranee, de faire passer les quatorze vaisseaux* a Brest. " j* 
At all events, Rear-admiral Nelson was left entirely to his own 
discretion, as to the course to be steered in pursuit of the fleet, 
which he had been ordered by his instructions to use his utmost, 
endeavour to " take, sink, bum, or destroy." The circumstance 
of the French having quitted port with a north-west wind rei^ 
dered it likely, in his opinion, that their course was up the 
Mediterranean. Accordingly the British fleet, as soon as a pro- 
vokinf^ calm would allow it to make sail, steered towards the 
island of Corsica. On the 12th the fleet arrived ofl' Cape Corse, 
and in the evening lay to oft' the isle of Elba ; whence the 
Mutine was despatched for intelligence to Civita-Vecchia. It 
was l^e rear^admirars intention, we are tdd, in case he overtook 
the French fleet, to make three divisions of his own, thus : 



Vanguard, 
Miootaur, 

AudaciouSi 
Defence^ 



Zcaloui* 

Orion, 

Goliatfi, 

Majestic, 

fiellerophoD, 



CuUoden, 
Theseus, 
Alexander, 
Swiftsure. 



Two of these divisions, according to the plan laid down, were to 
attack the ships of war ; and the third, to pursue and run down, 
or odierwise destroy, the transports. A contest between nine 

small 74s and a 50, on one side, and one three-decker and twelve 
80s and 74s, four or five of them the largest two-decked ships in 
the world, on the other, however much desired by, could scarcely 
have ended to tlie advantage of, the admiral in command of the 
former. 

Pursuing their course alon^ the shore of Tuscany, the British 
passed the small island of Gianuti, with a fine breeze at north- 
north-west. Here the Leander spoke a Moorish vessel, that 

srave information (which, by the by, was incorrect) that the 
French fleet was at Syracuse, in Sicily. About this time the 
Mutine joined, without having gained any intelligence. On the 

• It was celculatcd, we bdie?e, that the Ute British ihip Berwick might be 
got ready. 

f VictoireietCoDquta»tomeis.,p.75b 
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morning of the 17th the Britah rtood into tlie bay of Naples; 
and Captain Troubridge was sent, with Captain Hardy in the 

Mutine, to obtain what information coxM be collected from the 
British ambassador. All Sir William Hamilton could tell was^ 
that the French had not entered that })ort, but had coasted the 
island of Sardmia and proceeded to the southward, probably 
to Bialta. 

With this gndefiBf a coane, the fiiititk fleet igaiiLMtsMl; 
h«t light airs, during the two succeeding days, retarded its 
progress, makio^ it the morning of the 20th ere the celebrated 

Stiaits of Mespma were entered. From the Briti>h consul at 
the latter port intelligence was received, that the French had 
possessed themsehes of ISIalta and Goza, and that their fleet 
wak» lying at anchor off the last-named ii>iand. A fresh breeze 
atnortb-iieftaada lapid eerrant soqk cenricd the British dov 
of the Stiaits, and the isknd of Mtlta waa noir their dcstiaa* 
tion. At daybfsak oo the 22d, however, arhen the fleet was 
about 12 leagues south-east of Cape Pafsero, in Sicily, the 
Mutine learnt fiom a Genoese, or rather, we believe, a Ragusian 
brig, which had the day before passed through the fleet unno- 
ticed, that the French had quitted Malta on the 18th, with 
the same wind that was then blowing. Alexandria now seemed 
the not probable d estiaati o tt of tm cotary ; aad laiMdiatdY 
the Britisa fleet hore np aad steeted seuth-caiA, aadcr all saiL 

From the 22d to the 38th three vessels only were spoke% 
one from the Archipelago, and two from Alexandria ; but no 
French fleet had they heard of, much less seen. Days like 
these would have been insuflbrably tedious, had not the seamen, 
by the excellent regulations adopted in the fleet, a daily em- 
ployment that, while it heightened their spirits, augmented their 
powers. The exercise of great guns and small amis, if properly 
fKiiavecifd in, czcitee anwag the crew an emulation, that makea 
them doubly anxious to give practical proofs of their skill : they 
look forward to the day of battle, as the knights of old did to 
the day of tournament ; and, when it comes, their well-grounded 
confidence displays itself iu tiie shattered sides and deserted 
decks of their opponents. 

On the 28th tht British came in sight of the city of Alexan- 
dria ; and the empty state of the two harbours, except es to a 
Taikish ship of the fine^ fear frigates and some merchant ves- 
adb^ conflrmed the account they had last received. On arriv- 
ing oflf the Pharo?, or castle that guards the entrance of the 
eastern harbour, the Mutine was sent in for intelligence. After 
some delay, Captain iiardy was allowed to land, and was cott- 
ducted, under a guard, to the governor. The latter expressed 
his surprise, as well as uneasiness, at the appearance of so foi^ 
andable a British force ; and, on the objecrs bdng explained 
to him, was yet more alarmed, declaring his determination to 
lesist the attempt of either power to kauk 
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The British were now somewhat at a stand. At length a re- 
trograde movement was resolved on, taking a more northerly 
mine. On the 29th the fleet steered to the nortb-east, with a 
tall bnese finon aorth-iMiirkb-wefl; Ift oonBcqvause of the 
oontiDuance of north-westerly weather, it took the ships, under 
ill Mol they coold carry on a wind, until the 4th of Jeijry 
ere they made the coast of Natolia. On the 5th the ships got 
scattered; and, on the night of the 6th, the Orion parted comr 
pany. This occasioned the fleet, on the followinc^ morningf, to 
wear and stand to the northward ; a delay that was repaid by 
AejoRtion, towank tfcning, of the nastiag ship. Tne fleet 
coBttntied betting- to wMwml till the IGtfhy iriitii the weather 
tamed fikvonrable; and, at 8 a.m. on the 18th, Cape Passero 
made its appearance. Oa the )9th the fleet, heaig nueh in 
want of water and provisions, stood towards Svranise. The 
entrance to the harbour is mtricate, and no person m the fleet 
had hitherto passed through it. Soch, however, was the skill 
and attention of the officers, and the adroitness and discipline of 
tbcmeiiytbat «ldO h. 3tt. f.m. ctery riiiwbail andmed in nfety^ 
Heie we will leaife tiie indefc tig abl e BaUdi mimMk and w» 
congenial spirits around him, while we see whatis beceoie of tfe 
object of his and their solicitude. 

After a stay of four days, Buonaparte, on the mornincr of the 
19th of June, quitted Malta, having left General Vaubois as the 
governor, and 400O troops as the garrison, of the island. Fa- 
voured by a fresh breeie at north-west, the expedition steered a 
diieet eovne to ib^ emt, the adfanced fnsateB detaimog and 
iaotioyiiig every Tenel ibey lieU io wkhy aa we most efi^ 
Mt the moat legal, scans of preventing the circnlation of intel- 
hVc^nce respecting the probable destination of the fleet On the 
30th the French came m view of Cape Durazzo in the island of 
Candia, and, crossing the gulf of that name, descried at day- 
break on the 1st of July the Arab tower upon the African coast» 
led, in a few hours afterwards, the minarets of Alexandria. 

A fmaU vcascl wee nmaediately sent ido the port to gain iB-> 
telligence, and, in pastfealar, to faring oflT the French iwaal^ 
Giti^ MagaUcD. On seaching the flag-ship, the latter ao- 
quainted the commander-in-cliicf with Nelson's appearance off 
the coast three days before, the hostile disposition of the inha- 
bitants, and the necessity he would be under, if he persisted in 
making himself master of the city, of employing force. That 
wm Goieral Buonaparte's intenCioB; and the clread that Ndaett 
■ight airife, bMbea the diMBbadntkm eooU be efofted, eauatd 
the utmost fiqw^tion to be aaed in getting the tioopB on thoceu 
In hef haste to get near to the creek of Mirabon, opposite to the 
eastle of which name situated at the distance oi about two 
leagues from the city the fleet cast anchor, the Orient ran foul 
of the Dubois and one of the frigates, and carried away her 
bowsprit : both the latter ships also sustained some damage. 
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The wind now got up, and the sea along with it, and the coast 
was lined with reefs ; but the English were hourly expected, and 
Buonaparte knew full well how his plans would be foiled if the 
fleets met before his army was landed. On the 1st of July a 
portion of the troops disembarked, and Buonaparte had just 
stepped into the boat that was to land him, when the look-out 
ships signalled an enemy's sail to the westward. The uneasiness 
which tne sight of this vessel caused in the breast of the con^ 
mandep4n<hief elicited from him the following exclamation : 
" Fortune! wilt thou abandon me? What ! only five days 
A minute or two ihore and Buonaparte's placidity was restored, 
for the vessel approaching: announced herself as the French 
frigate Justice, from the island of Malta. 

On the 2d, after an action in which the French had about 40 
officers and men killed, and perhaps thrice the number, including 
General K16ber, wounded, Buonaparte gained possession of Alex- 
andria. In the course of that and the succeeding day all the 
troops were disembarked. General Kl^ber, being disabled from 
immediate service by his wound, was appointed governor of the 
city, and Commodore Dumanoir-le-Pelley captain of the port. 
The port consists of two harbours, the old and the new ; one to 
the south-west, the other to the north-east, with the city on a 
strip of land between them. Another strip of land, called 
the isle of Pharosi at nearly right angles from that on which the 
city stands, forms the north-west, as the main land of Egypt 
does the south-east, side of both harbours. 

The channel leading to the old harbour, the only one at this 
time supposed capable of receiving the ships, being'found shoal, 
narrow, and intricate, Buonaparte, on the 3d of July, ordered 
Vice-admiml Brueys to anchor the raen-of-war in the road or 
bay of Aboukir, about 20 miles to the east-north-east of Alex- 
andria. But, if the admiral found his position not a defensive 
one against an enemy's fleet, he was to direct his course for 
Corfu; leaTin^ behind him the Causse and Dubois, with the 
gims for arming them complete, the frigates Diane, Junon, 
Alceste, and Artemise, the wnole of the light flotilla, of which 
Commodore Perree had been appointed the commander, and 
all the frigates armed en flute, with their guns and stores. 
Admiral Bnieys, accordingly, with his ships of the line and full- 
armed frigates, proceeded to the bay of Aoonkir, and there cast 
anchor. In the mean time an active and intelligent Firench 
oflicer, Captain Jean-Baptiste Barre, was ordered to surrey the 
old harbour of Alexandria, and report upon its capacity and 
facility of entrance. On the 15th Captain Barre made a report, 
in which he showed that, out of the three channels, there was 
one which, when a rock or two were blown up, would have 

* ** Fortmic^ n^alMndoDnerais-tu ? Qnoi ! aeulenMDt cinq jooa!*— Fl^ 
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!^ feet (Frencli) water; bat Admiral Brueys, oonsiderine the 

Ml too great to attempt entering the port with his line-oP^ttle 
■hips, the smallest of which drew 22 feet, preferred remaining at 
Aboukir; where we will leave him awhile in the enjoyment of 
his apparent security, and revert to the proceedings of one who 
soon put that security to the test. 

Notwithstanding the inconvenient situations of the watering- 
places in the port of Syracuse, the indefatigable exertions of the 
officers and men of the British fleet procared, by the fifth day, 
an ample supply; to which was aaded, owing solely to the 
influence of Lady Hamilton, the British ambassador's wife, with 
the court of " neutral " Naples, a sufficient quantity of fresh 
beef and vegetables. Thus victualled and refreshed, the ships 
of the fleet, on the 24th and 25th, again put to sea. All the 
accounts^ received while at Syracuse, agreed in representing that 
the French fleet had not been seen, either m die Aichipelago or 
the Adriatic, and yet that it had not gone down the Mediter- 
ranean : hence no other conclusion remained, than that it still 
lay to the eastward, and that E^ypt, after all, vns, or had been, 
its destination. To be certain it was so, the rear-admiral bent 
his course for the Morea ; and on tlie 28th, being off Cape 
Gallo, despatched the CuUoden to Coron. The Turkish go- 
vernor behaved very graciously to Captain Troubndge, per- 
mitting him to take out as a prize a French wine-Tessef at 
anchor in the port ; and he dismissed him with a yet more valu- 
able present, m the communication, that the French fleet had 
been seen about four weeks since on the coast of Candia, steer- 
ing south-east. Soutli-cast, then, was steered by the British ; 
and a fresh breeze astern, with a heavy following sea, drove them 
rapidly towards the goal of their hopes. 

On the 1st of August, at 10 a. m., the towers or minarets of 
Alexandria, the Pharos, and Pompey's pillar, made their wel- 
come appearance; and soon the two ports, which, when last 
seen, haa been unpeopled and solitary, displayed to the view a 
wood of masts : as an unerring sign, too, of who were now 
the occupants of tlie city, the French flag waved upon its walls. 
The two British look-out ships, the Alexander and Swiftsure, as 
they drew nearer, caused a general disappointment to their 
firiends in the ofiing, by the si^al their duty obliged them to 
make, that the enemy's fleet did not form part of the vessels at 
anchor; that there appeared to be but eight shi])s of war, of 
various sizes (the Causse, Dubois, and six ex-Venetian frigates), 
and that the remainder were transports and merchantmen. The 
disappointment to the fleet was, however, of short duration ; as 
the Zealous, a little befo ^ 1 p.m., just as the Pliaros tower 
bore from her south-soulh- west, distant four or hve leagues, 
signalled, that 17 ships of war, 13 or 14 of them formed in line 
of battle, lay at anchor in a bay upon her larboard bow* In- 
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stantly the British fleet hauled up, steering to the eastward 
under topgaliantsaili^ wiib. a fine hraeM (sam. Aorth Jby^ wwt 
north-north-west. 

Let us pause here, while we eadeavour to ejtplain how it 
liappeoed that, in a feft Mcoounntively inall as tlie Meditei^ 
nmeaii, two hostile fleets, one of whkk was so stwnwisly sMk» 
iag the olhei^ that other, too^ ham. its imsifnse nuabefs, spread 
over so wide a suiface, did not come in mutual contact On the 
24th of May, when the reinforcement for Rear-admiral Nelson 
cjuitted Earl St.-Vincent off Cadiz, the French fleet was running 
down the eastern coast of Corsica; and on the 8tli of Junc^ 
when Kear-admiial Nekoo made sail from off Toulon, with a 
fleet whieh had oaly been formed the ni^t before, V^ice adniiril 
Aniens was standing across inm Sicdy to Malta. It has 
already been stated, that the French fleet (part of it the day 
before) q^uitted the last-named island on the morning of the 
19th. Smgularly enouoh, on the night of the 22(1, the two 
fleets crossed each others track unperceived. That this should 
have happened, in a case in which one of the fleets numhered, as 
that of tne French then did, nearly 400 sail, must appear sti-ange; 
bat the surprise will dinuiiilv wnen it is koown that the spot of 
intersection was about midway between C^pe Mesurata aiul the 
mouth of the Adriatic, the widest part of the Mediterranean; 
that the British fleet sailed in close order, and had no frigates to 
spread as look-outs; and that a constant haze pervaded the 
atmosphere. Subsequently to the 22d the French steered east^ 
to make tlie Goza di Candia ; while the British stood soutl^ 
east, or straight along the African coast. Hence the latter 
teadted its port of destination just two days before the foooser ^ 
and the British fleet, as it quitted the shore on its departure, was 
actually seen from the Pharos tower on the morning of the same 
day, the 3(it]i, towards the cvenin^r of which the Fieach fleet 
made its apjicarance oil tlie coast of Egypt, 

We lia% c already me ntioned that the French fleet anchi)red in 
the bay of Abuukir. That fleet consisted of the 



f Vioe-adni. ■ Brueys. 
180 Orient • . • . ^ Rear-adm.* Hoaor^ Ganteaume. 

( Commodore Casa-Bianr;i. 

Fnnklui. . . J Captain liauiiwGaiit. 

*H GniBamoe-Tdl \ P -C^-BiH*'. 

I ■ ^ CapUun Sauiiuer. 

iToniisot. . . Commodore Arist.-Aub. du Petit-'niouais. 



* As captain of the fleet, but M. Ganteaume was not a^ipoioted a tear- 
MUniral until the 7th of November fidlowiitt. 

t According to4he oCdsl lis^ butcsM BhayetnDiiditi|ph in Mflit of 
the Freoch acooimta. 
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'Aquilon .... Commodore Henri- Alfxandw 

Oiahtax • . • Captain ^ftilwrfa 

Heoreux . • • . « Jean-I^erre Etienne. 

74^ Guerricr .... „ Jen-F^Timoth^ Trullet, 

Mercure .... „ Cambon, acting.^ 

Peuple48 ou few il l • «• PicrroPaul Raccord. 

Spaitiate • • • » M;iurir< -.lulien Emorinu. 

limolAoB • . • n Ji€au-i:r.-Tiiiioth[£e Trullel,^iin. 
Goiufrigate 

f 5 Rt'iir-adm. Denis Decro. 
40^ ^Captain El^onore-.Tenn-Nic. SoieiL 

t Justice .... „ Villencuve. 

( Art6nuae .... «, Pierre-Jean Standelet. 

^fi^rieow .... „ Claiide-Jean Martin. 



Sri^s, Alerteand RaillMr; 
aod aeveial goMtbotta, 

PcerioMly to our enterine into tlie4)etaik of the fiunou liBtde 
AaA t m a e dp H will be use! Pul to give a alight descriptioa of tlK 
Kpot in wkicli it was fought. The bay of Aboukir commenceB, 
as already mentioned, about 20 miles to the east-north- east of 
Alexandna, and extends from tlie caj^tlo of Aboukir, in a semi- 
circular direction, to the westernmost or Rosetta mouth of the 
IV lie, distant from the castle about six miles. Aboukir bay has 
no dcptii for line>of-battle ships nearer than three miles from the 
«hofet a ■aiMl4>aiik, cb which there is not any where moie than 
lour fathoms, running out to that distance. Owini; also to the 
width of its opening, the bay affords very little shelter, except 
on its west-north-west side (that from which the wind on this 
coast commonly blows) by a small island, situated about two 
miles from the point whereon the castle stands, and connected 
with it by a chain of sand-banks and rocks, between which, 
. iiowever, there is a passage for small-craft. Aboukir island is 
jKiffounded hy a eontinnation of the shoal that runs along the 
2>ottom of the hay ; and which extends from the island about 
la660 yaidSf or nearly a mile, in a north-east directioa. 

It appears that, on first taking up this anchorage, Vice-ad- 
miral Brueys held a council of flai;"-ofhccrs and captains to de- 
tennine whether, in case of attack, t!ie fleet should engage at 
^chor or under biul. All the oihceia, except Rear-admiral 
Blanauet, approved of the fleet's remaining at anchor : he main- 
taineo, that it was only when a fleet could be supported by strong 
^Mts crossing each other in thek fire, that any adTaotage was 
gained by anchoring. However, finding the majority against 
nim, M. iBlanquet requested that the Franklin might be placed 
as one of the seconds to the commander-in-chief. His request 
was granted, and the ships were formed in line ahead m the 

* For Commodore Pert6e, appointed to command the gun-boats on the 
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following order: Guerrier, Conqucrant, Spartiate, Aquiloo, 
Peuple-Souverain, Frcinklin, Orient, Tonnant, Heureux, Mercure, 
Guiliaunie-Tell, Geiiereux, Tiraoleon ; with, in an inner line, 
about 350 yards from the first, and about midway between that 
and the shoal, the S^rieuse ingate, nearly abreast of the open- 
log between the Conqucrant and Spartiate, the ArtCmiae abieut 
of the Heureux, and the Diane, of the Guillaume-Tell. 

The van-ship bore from Aboukir island south-east, distant 
about 2420 yards, or a mile and seven-eighths ; which is rather 
more than double the extent ot the shoal in the same direction. 
Between the Guerrier and her second astern, and between all 
the other line-ol- battle ships successively, the distance was 
about 160 yarda: bo that, reckoning each of the 13 ships to 
occupy upon an average, a space of 70 yards, the length of the 
Une was rather under a mile and five-eighths. But this line was 
not a straight one. From the centre ship, the Orient, the van- 
ship bore north-west, the rear-ship south-cast by south, and 
the Guerrier and Titnolcon, from each other, about north-west 
half-north and south-east liult-souih. Hence the line was a 
curve, or, rather, a very obtuse ana;le, having its projecting 
centre towards the sea. The edge or thiB shoafat the back of 
the line, on the contrary, was concave ; so much so^ that the 
Orient was nearly twice the distance from it that either the van 
or the rear ship was, particularly the latter. To protect his 
flanks, the French admiral, besides giving suitable stations to 
his bomb- vessels and i^uu-boats, erected a battery on Aboukir 
island, and mounted with two brass and two iron 12-pounders, 
a few pieces of a lighter caliber, and two 13-iuch brass mortars.* 
Having thus moored his fleet in, what he considered, a strong - 
position, the French admiral awaited the issue of General Buo- 
naparte's plans on shore. In the mean while vessels frequently 
amved at Alexandria, with information that the British were on 
their return to the Egyptian coast ; and, on the 21st of July 
the two British frigates Seahorse and Terpsichore brought to, for 
a few minutes, oft' tlie bay, as if they had been sent to recon- 
noitre. Besides hoisting French coloui-s, Captaui Foot made 
some of the private signals, obtained out of the French frigate 
Sensible, which the Seahorse had recently captured ; and Gag- 
tain Gage hoisted French colours over English, to make it ap> 
pear that his frigate had been captured by the one in company. 
It is probable that this had the effect of masking the national 
character of the two British frigates, otherwise, doubtless, two 
or three of the fine French frigates (including the Juuon) then 
at anchor would liave slipped and given chase. 

The short interval that had elapsed between the departure of 
one fleet and the arrival of the other had encouraged the belief, 
tbitthe British were aware of the proximity of the French fleet, 

* The French aooounts say, onlv two ]9b and twoinortsis i bat ttte gnus 
Slated in the test were ■ttbwqueotly brought off tgr tlie British. 
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but, for the want of sufficient strength, or for some other reason, 
declined attacking it. So that, when the lleureux, at 2 p. m. 
on the Ut of August, made the ngmd for a fleet of 12 sail of 
the line (Alexander and Swiftnre not then seen), in the nortb- 
north-west, the French ships were still lying at single anchor, 
without sprbgs on their cables, and with a great proportion of 
their crews on shore getting water. In an instant the men were 
recalled on board ; and the frigates, by the direction of the 
commander-in-chief, sent some of their men to augment the 
crews of the ships of the hne. At 3 p. m. the French admiral 
made ^e signal to prepare for battle, and detached the Alerte 
and Railleur brigs to endeavonr to decoy the advanced British 
ships upon the shoal off Aboukir island. 

As yet but 12 two-deckers and a brig had made their ap- 
pearance, and one of the former, from her comparative small- 
ness, might be a hospital or store ship. At 4 p. m., however, 
two large ships, coming up under a press of sail, hove in sight 
over Aboukir point near the castle ; thus convincing the French, 
if they had doubted it before^ that the British were at least equal 
to them in force. The course of the British fleet and the rapi- 
dity of its approach indicating an immediate attack. Admiral 
Brueys ordered his ships to cross topgallant yards, as if intend'* 
ing to get under way ; but shortly afterwards, observing some 
of the advanced British ships bring to, he appears to liave 
adopted an idea, that the British would defer the attack until 
the next morning, when the shoals might be more easily avoided : 
he thereupon signalled, that he shouul remain at anchor. This 
change of plan wasafterwards attributed, by some of the French 
writers, to a belief on the part of Vice-admiral Brueys, that his 
ships were not sufficiently manned, to fight with advantage when 
under sail. But the admiral's expressed opinion of the imprac- 
ticability of the attack on that night was notorious; and it was 
equally well undei"stood, that he only waited for darkness, to 
weigh and put to sea, with the intention, in compliance with the 
orders he nad received from Buonaparte, of endeavoniing to 
effect his escape. 

If Admiral Brueys, as we have no doubt was the case, did 
come to the conclusion, that the British would wait till morning 
before they attacked him, he was soon undeceived, and then 
ordered each ship to lay out an anchor in the south-south-cast, 
and to send a stream-cable to the ship next astern of her, making 
a hawser fast to it, in such a manner as to spring her broadside 
towards the enemy.* This measure was render^ the more ne- 
cessary by the state of the ^nd, which blew from north-north- 
west, instead of north-west, the direction of the line formed by 
the six van-ships. Let us now see what preparatory arrange- 

• Victoireg «t CoiK|aete^ tome iz., p. 80. 
VOL. II. If 
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ments had been made, and wera makings by tlM fleet under 

Rear-admiral Nelson. 

At about 2 h. 15 m. p. m. the Alexander and Swiftsure, having 
been recalled by signal, stood under all sail, towards the body of 
tlwii' fleet thm dietunt eboat fov leagues, urging ita eoane to 
tbe eiitwttid. It was while they were etanding ofot from the 
land to efiect their junction, that the former, as already men* 
tionedy wm descried by the French over Abonkir point. At 3 
p. M. the signal was made to prepare for battle ; and at 4 p. m.^ 
livhen the body of the French fleet bore south-east by south 
distant nine or ten miles, the British ships were ordered to pre- 
pare to anchor by the stem. Each ship, accordingly, made fast 
ft Stream-cable to her miienmast, andy paawig it oat of oae ot 
her gonroom ports, carried italong her aide just bdow the fiiaU 
deck ports, to several of which it was shing by a slight lope- 
yam lashing, and then bent it to an anchor at her bow : so that^ 
when the anchor was let go, the ship ran over htr main cable, or 
that out of the hawse-hole, and brought up by the cable from her 
stem. This was to avoid the risk of being raked while swing- 
ing head to wind, as well as to enable the ship, by slackening 
«M cable vaA hauling upon the other, to spring her broadMte m 
any direction she pleaised. 

Shortly after tiie signal to prepare to anchor, another was- 
made, to signify that the admiiul meant to attack the enemy's 
¥an and centre. As far as can be gathered from the vague 
accounts on the subject, Sir Horatio intended, with his fourteen 
748, to pass the French line on its outer side, down to the 
seventh ship, the Orient ; so that every French ship of the seven 
might have a Biitieh ship on her bow and quarter. With 
respect to the 50-gan ship, admitting that Captain Thompson 
could succeed in peisaading the admiral to overlook her compa- 
ratively weak powers in such a conflict, it is probable that the 
J^ander would have been ordered to assist two of the 74s in 
overpowering the three-decker. 

As the Britisli ships approached the bay, the two French 
brigs, already named, stood out to reconnoitre ; and one of them, 
tiie Alerte, on anriTing nearly within gun-shot of the leadin|^ 
ships, bore away directly across the rocky shoal off Aboukir 
island, in the hope that one or more of the 74s woald have 
chased her and got on shore. But the ruse did not take, and 
the British van continued to steer a safe course. At 6 h. 30 m., 
the fleet being nearly abreast of the extremity of the shoal, the 
signal was made to form in line of battle ahead and astern 
of the admiral, as most convenient from the then accidental 
position of the ships; and RetMMlmiiftl Nelson, about this time^ 
Sailed the Zealous, to know if Captain Hood thonsht the ships 
were far enough to the eastward to bear up. (Siptain Hood 
replied, that th» Zealoiw wns then in U huuKoa, and that he 
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htA no diaM of tfae bay; bat tlilit lie would bear up, and, by 
aoonding careftiUy« eairy the admiral us dose to tke shoal a» 
could b« done with safety.* This was agreed to; and the 

Z^lous, then with the wind on the larboard quarter, bore away, 
and, rounding the shoal, brought the wind on her starboard 
beam. At this time the Goliath was a little advanced on her 
larboard bow. Shortly afterwards the Vanguard, who was next 
ntem of tbe ZealoQSylioTe to to ipeak a bnL This occatnoned 
tome of other sfatpa to shorten sail ; and it was now that the 
Theseus was hailed by Captain Beny, and directed to be the 
admirars second ahead. The Theseus aceoidingly ran past the 
l^angvard, and brought to in her station. 

At about (j p. M. the admiral made the sisrnal for the fleet to 
fill and stand on. The ships did so, and were then ranged in 
the following order : Goliath, Zealous, Orion, Audacious, The* 
sens, Vangnaid, Minotaary Defence, Bellerophon, Majestic, 
Leander; widiy away at aooM distanoe to the northwanl, the 
Culloden, and, at a still greater distance to the westward, the 
Alexander and Swiftsure, usin? every exertion to get up. The 
wind still continued to blow irom the north-north-west : hence 
the 1 1 ships standing in line had it on the starboard beam, the 
Culloden nearly astern, and the Alexander and Swiftsure, until 
it changed and headed them, nearly on the larboard beam. The 
rapidity and precision with which the above 1 1 ships formed the 
line^ elicited the admiration of the French; the more so on 
account of the ** p^le-m£*le" state in which the ships had previously 
bore down. Soon after the British ships had tnus formed, they 
hoisted their colours, and subsequently union jacks in several 
parts of the rigging;. 

At about 6 h. 20 m. p. m. the French ships hoisted their 
colours ; and the Conqu^rant, followed by the Guerrier, opened 
her fire upon the Goliath and Zealous, then ie line close to each 
other, uia at some distance ahead of their companions. The 
mortars on tbe island also began throwing sliells, but without 
effect. At about 5h. 30 m. p. m. the Goliath, who, in order to 
keep ahead of the Zealous, had been obliged, after taking in her 
topgallantsails, to set them again, crossed the head of the 
French line, and, pouring a raking broadside into the Guerrier, 
bore up for that ship's inner bow, where Captain Foley intended 
to take his station; but, the anchor not dropping in time, the 
Goliath ran past the Guerrier, and did not bring up until 
abreast of the inner or larboard quarter of the secoira ship, the 
Conqu6iant. The Goliath then comnenced a warm action witili 

* WilliMlA Voyage, « book oilen qaoted by Mr. James ; the author of 
which wm preMot at tlw%tldeaf the fiivM the following version of this 
anecdote " Nelson liailed Hood, and asked him if he thought tlicre was 
infficient depth of water for our ships between the enem^ ana the shore ?" 
" I don't kDOW,nr," replied Hood, ** but with TOur penniasion, IwXttand as 
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the latter, and occasionally fired a few distant shot from her 
foremost starboard ^uns at the S^iieuse fiigate and Heiciile mor- 
tar-brig, lying within her. 

The Zealous, following the Goliath in her manoeuvre, and 
dropping her anchor in five fathoms, brought up abreast of 
the inner or larboard bow of the Guerrier; which was precisely 
the position Captain Foley had intended to take. A prompt 
and well-directed broadside, at mosket-shot distance, from the 
larboard gonsofthe Zealous, brought down by the board, in less 
than five minutes, the Guerrier's foremast. Tlie sun was at this 
moment sinking into the horizon, and not a British ship, except 
the Goliath and Zealous, had yet fired a shot. So auspicious 
a coiumencement of the attack was greeted with three cheers 
by the whole British fleet. 

This is the ^riod we hafe selected, for showing the positions 
of the van-ships of the two fleets, as well as &e courses fay 
which those of the British fleet steered into their places. 




^ The Orion followed next ; and, after firing in passing: at the 
Guerrier, rounded the stem or starboard quarter of the Zealous, 
and ran along the same side of the latter and of the Goliath 
successively. The Audacious and Theseus, in the mean while, 
by taking rather a shorter course than the Orion, arrived at 
their stations before her. The first, steering for the opening 
between the Guetiier and Conquerant, dropped her small bower 
and brought tip within about 70 yaids of the latter ship's 
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bows ; into which the Audacious poured a well-directed dis- 
charge iruui her larboard guns. The Audacious, soon after- 
yna&, swang round, head to windy and came to again within 
about 60 yards of the Conqu^rant'a larboard aide, and rather 

upon the French ship's inner oow. 

Steering clofle ahead of the Guerrier, and within the Zealous 
and Goliath successively, into whose respective opponents she 
fired in passing, the Theseus anchored by the stern in a luie 
ahead of the Goliath, and abreast of, and at the distance of about 
800 yards from, the Spartiate. Almost immediately after the 
Theseus had thus plaQed, hoself, the Orion, retarded by the 
circuit she had made^ P^f^ ^® hMa ship's starboard, or, in 
reference to the Frencn fine, outer side, with the intention, we 
suppose, of bringing up abreast of the Aq^uilon, the fourth ship 
from the French van ; but, the Serieuse fngate, at anchor consi- 
derably beyond the track of the Orion, opening her fire, the 74'*s 
starboard guns were brought to bear upon this unworthy anta- 
gonist, and discharged with so ^ood an effect, as besides dis- 
masting her so to shatter her huU^ that» after cuttbg her cables 
and drifting further upon the shoal, the frigate sank. Fortu- 
nately for Captain Martin and his men, a part of the upper 
works of the Serieuse remained above water. Having done this^ 
the Orion dropped her anchor, and, veerintr away, brought up 
head to wind nearly in a line with the Tlieseus, and abreast, or 
a little abat t the beam, of the Peuple-Souverain ; but unavoid- 
ably, on account of her deviation to follow up the Serieuse, at 
so great a distance, that her aftermost guns occasionally played 
upon the larboard bow of the Franklin. 

The rear-admiral had judiciously resolved, as already in part 
stated, to complete the capture or destruction of the French van- 
ships, ere he made any serious attempt upon the ships in the 
rear ; bein<;" well aware that these, from their leeward position, 
Would be unable to afford any immediate support to the former. 
As the first step in the execution of this plan, the Vanguard 
edged away towards the outer side of the French line, exposed, 
in passing, to a raking fire from the van ; and at 6h. 40 m., a 
few minutes after the Theseus had taken up her position, 
anchored within about 80 yards of the Spartiate 's starboard 
beam. The Minotaur, anchorin*:;" five minutes afterwards next 
ahead of the Vanguard, found herself opposed to the Aquilon; 
aud the Defence, still preserving the outer line, brought up, at 
about 7 p. M., abreast of the Peuple-Souverain. The Beltero- 
phon and Majestic, following next in succession, passed on, with 
the intention of attacking the enemy's centre ana rear. 

In order to lessen the confusion of a night-attack, and prevent 
the British vessels from firing into each other, every ship had 
been directed to hoist at hermizcn peak four lights horizontally ; 
and the fleet also went into action with the white or St-George's 
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ensign, the red cross in the centre of which rendered it easily 
distinguishable, in the darkest night, from the tri-colomed flag 
of nemy. At sbo«t 7 f.m:, or woo afterwaidsy die lights 
Blade tlidr appearance throughout the fleet; and it was maaiy 
at the same tune that the Bellerophon dropped her stem-anchor 
so as to bring up abreast, instead of on the bow, of the French 
three-decker. In a very few minutes afterwards the Majestic 
brought up abreast of the Tonnant, and soon lost her captain by 
that ship's heavy Are. Having thus placed at anchor and in hot 
action 10 British and seven Frencb ships, we will now recom- 
nence with the head of the Frencl\ line, and detail, at fiv aa 
we are aU^ the operations that led to the netovy which hath 
since given so much celebrity to the shores of an unknown bay* 
The Guerrier, receiving a raking broadside in passing from the 
Orion and Tlieseus, and a succession of raking broadsides from 
the Zealous, wlio had stationed herself so judiciously, lost, 
within 10 minutes after the fall of her foremast, her two remain- 
ing masts ; and this without being able to binig guna CDOOgh 
to bear« to fall even a topgallantmast of the ship that was aa 
annoying her. The safe postlioii of the Zealous was partly 
the eausc of this ,* and another canse existed in the unprepared 
state of the French ships on the supposed unassailable side, 
even admitting: that, by the use of her springs, the (juerrier 
could have brought her larboard guns to bear. After pouring 
several more unrec^uited broadsides into his dismasted anta- 

S»nist, Captain Hood hailed again and again to know if the 
oerrier would surrender. No answer hdng letamed, the woik 
of slaughter went on, the canister and musketry from the 
Zealous driving the Frenchmen from the upper part of their ship ; 
but the Guerrier continued to fire her stern-chasers occasionally 
at the Goliath and Audacious, who were assailing her in that 
direction. At a few minutes past 9 P. M., tired of killincr men in 
this way, Captain Hood sent his first lieutenant on bouixl the 
French ship, to adi leave to hoist a light and haul it down, as 
a signal of submission. Iliis was done, and the Gnerrier becane 
the prize of the Zealous. 

The Guerrier's bowsprit and the whole of her head were shot 
away, and (he two nnehors on her bows each cut in two. Both 
bows, particularly the larboard one, were iimch shattered ; and, 
from the latter to the gaiiL:;way, her maiiideck ports were nearly 
in one, and her gunwale iii that part totally cut away. This 
had caused two of her maindeck beams to fall upon her guns ; 
and most of the masts, having fallen in-board, lay with the 
rigging, over the dead and wonnded of the crew. Yet the 
Guerner's cable remained uncut, and still held her fast. Her 
loss, in killed and wounded together, was estimated at more 
than half her complement, or from 350 to 400 men ; whereas 
the loss on board the Zealous amounted to no more than seven 
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men wounded, and the ship was quite as perfect in her masts, 
and nearly so in her rigepng, as when, three hours before, ak* 
Imd commenced the engagement. 

The Conquerant, besides receiving a portion of the fire from 
the ships that ran by her, and a very warm fire from the quarter- 
gunt of the Theeeiis» fotiiid two steady opponents in the GoUilli 
wad AudacKHH^ the Uitlw> for a while, in a raking position. At 
the end of 10 or 12 minutes^ after having, by the united fire of 
two ships, upon whom, from the positions they had taken, she 
was unable to bestow a suitable return, had her fore and mizen 
masts shot away, and her mainmast left in the act of falling, the 
Conquerant hauled down her flag. This ship appears to have 
been the first that struck ; but still, bein^ entirely disabled, she 
could hftve resisted no longer. Her loss in killea uid wounded 
«e are unaUe to ennsseratc ; but it is stated tohaive been neuly 
as seveie as that of the Guerrier, including among the wounded 
her commander, M. Dalbarade. Of the Conquerant's two 
rincipal opponents, the Goliath had suffered the most ; having 
ad nearly the whole of her main and mizen rigging shot away, 
and all her masts badly wounded. The loss on board the 
Oohath was also severe, amounting to 21 killed and 41 wounded. 
The fore and main masts and main topmast of the Andaeioot 
wm considerably injured ; but her loss, owing to her seem 
position on the larboard bow of her principal opponent, was only 
one killed and 35 (an unusually large proportion) wounded. 

The Spartiate, alter sustaining the direct fire of the Theseus, 
«ntil the Vanguard's position obliged that ship to drop a little 
further down the line, found herself assailed, on the starboard 
«ide, by the whole broadside force of the Vanguard, and by aa 
oceMtoaal fire on the quarter, from the afteraiost guns of the 
Minotaur. Sabseqnently, too, on the Conqn^rent's snrrender» 
the Spartiate becaiue exposed, on her larboard bow^ to a fire 
from the quarter guns of the Audacious. Thus surrounded by 
foes, the Spartiate's masts did not long remain standing, and her 
colours came down nearly at the same time as the Guerrier^s 
light. At the onset of the attack upon her, the Spartiate had 
found an able second astern in the Aquilon; who, firom the 
slanting position she had obtained by sprin^ng her broadside, 
(bavins no opponent to occupy her attention on the larboard 
«ide), nad succeeded in raking the Vanguard with dsstnictivie 
effect, until the Minotaur crippled the Aquilon''s means of 
annoyance. With two such opponents as the Spartiate and 
Aquilon upon her, the Vanguard's damages might well be 
serious ; and, although none of her masts fell over the side, they 
were all badly wounded. The loss on board the Vanguaid was 
proportionably severe, amounting to 30 killed and 76 wonnded> 
sod that of the Spitftiate, the Vanguard's principal opponent^ 
although we are unable to state the amount, was still more seven^ 
tnoluding among the badly wounded Captain EmeihiiL 
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The Aquilon, assailed from without the line by the powerful 
broadsides of the Minotaur (the only ship in the two fleets tliat, 
for an upper battery, had a tier of 32-pounder carronades), and 
from within by the occasional fire of the Theseus, was soon re- 
duced to the dismasted state of her tfaiee compaiuons ahead ; 
and was eoropelledy at about 9 h. 26 m. p. m to follow their ex- 
ample, with a loss nearly, if not quite as severe, including among 
the killed her commander, M. Thevenard. The Minotaur, the 
Aqui Ion's principal opponent, had 23 killed and 64 wounded ; 
and the Theseus, witli whom she was only partially engaged, 
had five killed and 30 wounded. 

The Peuple-Souverain, by the close and animated fire of the 
Defence, also by a succession of raking broadsides from the 
Orkm, as the latter lay on the Peuple-SouverainV inner quarter^ 
having lost her fore and main masts, and become in other respects 
greatly disabled, parted her cable and dropped out of the line^ 
reanchorin^ abreast of, and at about 400 yards distant from, the 
Orient, with, including her captain among the wounded, a severe 
loss, but which, as in most of the other cases, we are unable to 
enumerate. 

The loss sustained by the Peuple-SouyerainV outside opponent, 
the Defence, was only four killed and 1 1 wounded ; while that of 

the Orion, the fonner's opponent within the line, amounted to 13 
killed and 29 wounded. The Orion had her fore and mizen 
masts shot through in several places, and her yards and rigging 
greatly disabled. The ship had also a narrow escape from a 
more imminent danger. In the heat of the action a firc-raft, re- 

5 resented as the Guerrier^s launch filled with combustibles, came 
rifting down with the tide, which runs here at a great rate. 
The Ononis stem-boat having been shot away, and no means 
existing to get another boat out for the purpose of towing the 
raft clear of the ship, preparations were made to boom on the 
unwelcome visiter and sink it by pigs of ballast ; but, fortunately, 
the raft passed clear of the larboard bow by about 25 yards. 
Just as the Peuple-Souverain had driven from the hneand ceased 
firing, the fore topmast of the Defence fell over her side ; and 
her uiree lower masts, as well as bowsprit, weie much injured. 

The Belleropbon soon found her station a hotter one than she 
could bear. At about 7 h. 50 m. her mizenmast w as shot away ; 
and, in a few minutes afterwards, the mainmast fell on the star- 
board side of the forecastle. Some combustible materials dis- 
charged from the Orient had also set the ship on fire in several 
places, but the crew succeeded in extinguishing the flames. At 
about 8 h. 20 m. p. m., being entirely disabled, the Bellerophon 
€ttt her stem cable, and, setting her spritsail, wore dear or the 
powerful three-decker to whose fire she had so long been ex- 
posed. Scarcely had the Bellerophon filled her fore topsail and 
dropped her foresail, than her shattered foremast, unable to bear 
the weighty fell over her larboard bow. In drifting along t(itt 
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rear of the French line, the Bellerophon received a broadside 
from the Tonnant, and a few distant shots from the lleureux. 
The BeUeiophoD'B loUf therefore, might well amount to 49 kUled 
end 148 wounded. 

The Majestic had brought up under the guns of an opponent 
that, although nominally a two-decker, was more than a match 
for a British 98. In less than half an hour after she had com- 
menced action with the Tonnant, the Majestic lost her captain 
by a musket-ball, a proof that this pair of combatants were not 
far asunder. The command of the Majestici on the death of her 
captain, devolved upon her first lieutenant, Robert Cuthbert ; 
who continued to fignt the ship in the most gallant manner. At 
about 8 h. 30 m., finding she was dni^ng athwart the hawse of 
the Heureux, the Majestic slipped her stern cable, and, letting 
go her best bower, brought up head to wind ; having the Heureux 
on her starboard quarter, and shortly afterwards, when in con- 
sequence of the accident that befel the Orient the Tonnant cut 
or shpped her cable, having also the latter ship on her larboard 
bow. Here we will leave the Majestic, while we attend to the 
three fresh ships, which, a few minutes previous, had reached 
the scene of action. 

Just as the Alexander and Swiflsure had got nearly abreast of 
Aboukir island, and expected soon to be round the reef that lies 
off its north-eastern extremity, the wind shifted from north-north- 
west to north. The Alexander, being on the lee bow of her 
consort, was obliged to tack. This gave the Swiftsure the lead, 
and no time was lost in taJcing advantage of it Fortunately for 
these two ships, but unfortunately for the Culloden, the latter, 
just a quarter of an hour afler the action bad commenced, had 
stuck fast on the reef off the island. The signals of the Culloden 
were now a warning to her two friends ; and these, as they suc- 
cessively came up, rounded the shoal in safety. 

At a few minutes past 8 p. m., having found, amidst the pre- 
vailing darkness, a sure beacon in the flashes of tlie guns of the 
combatants, the Swiftsure came up with a dismasted ship, with- 
out light or colours, quitting the scene of slaughter. On the 
BUi^Mlsition that she was an enemy, the Swiftsure was just about 
to pour in a broadside, when Captain llallowell hailed, and was 
repaid for his considerateness by the immediate reply, " Bel- 
lerophon, going out of action disabled." Instantly the stern- 
anchor was let go, and the Swiftsure, without at the time, from 
tile smoke and darkness, exactly knowing where, brought up 
about half a ship's length astern of the spot which the Belle- 
jophon had just quitted. As soon as she had clewed up (but 
not, we should suppose, for the sake of her men's lives, 
"furled"*) her sails, the Swiftsure opened a heavy fire, with 
Jier foremost guns, at the distance of about 200 yardis, upon the 

* BrentoD, vol. ii^ p* 311. 
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starboard bow of the Orion, and her aftermost ones, at a some- 
what greater distance, upon the same quarter of the Franklin; 
upon whose larboard bow, the Leander, keeping under way in 
the vftcant space left by the People-Souveraiii wben tke qaitted 
tiM Ine (and to wliieh tiie Leander had Imtvaeeotiy aminMly oa 
account of her detention by the Culloden), was poaiing in a fire 
with scarcely the possibility of a return. As a proof that the 
Leander, in the position she had thus taken, was most effectually 
co-operating with her more powerful friends in bringing the 
business ot the day to a conclusion, we quote from a French 
account of the battle the following passage : De cette mani^rj^ 
tons lea bcraleCa dn Leander qui n'atteignaient pas le Ftranklai 
allaient it bord de i'Orient, dn Tomnnty oa d'on des Tsiaaeanx 
plus en arri^na."* Shortly afterwards the Alexander, coaang 
rapidly up, passed through the wide opening which the driying 
of the Tonnant had left, and dropped her bow-anchor so as to 
open her starboard broadside directly on the French three- 
decker's larboard quarter. 

Until the Leander took up a position to mask the fire of the 
Onoii, the latter bad been cannonading the Fnuddin; and tlia 
Minotaur had aJao found opportunities to bestow m few shots 
upon that noble two-decker. But, since the Peuple-Soatvendn 
had quitted the line, the Franklin had found a more unengaged 
opponent in the Defence ; when, suddenly, an event happened, 
which struck both sides witli awe, and suspended, for a while, 
the hostile operations of the two fleets. It was at 9 p. m., or a 
few minutes after, that the Swiftsure's ^ople perceived a fire on 
hoard of the Orient ; and which, as it increaaed, presently bote 
the appearance of being in the ship's miaen duune. It was, m 
lact, on the poop deck and in the adnriral's cabin ; and its cause * 
we shall hereafter endeavour to explain. As many of the Swiflr 
sure*s guns as could be brought to bear were quickly directed 
to the inflamed spot, with, as was soon evident* dreadful 
precision. 

After spreading along the decks, and ascending the rigging, 
frith terrific and unoontrollaUe raj^ity, the flames readied the 
fatal spot ; and, at about 10 p. k., the Oiient Uew up, with a 

most tremendous explosion. Any description of the awful scene 
would fall far short : we shall therefore confine ourselves to the 
effect it produced upon the adjacent ships. The Alexander, 
Swiftsure, and Orion, as the three nearest, had made every pre- 
paration for the event ; such as closing their ports and hatch- 
ways, removing from tlie decks all combustible materials, and 
having ready with buckets a numeious body of firemen. The 
vibration shook the ships to their kekons, opened their seamiy 
andy^ in other respects, did them considerable injury. The 
finmtng mass, except two large pieces of the wreck which 

* Victoires et Cooquetei^ tome ix., p. 92. 
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dropped, bol widwiit any evil consequences, into her feia aai 
OMun tops, flew over the Swifboiey as waa wisely conjectured 

by her commander, when urged to attempt moving further oi^ 
A part also fell on board of the Alexander, who lay at a some- 
what greater distance from the Orient, and upon her lee quarter; 
a port-fire setting; her main-royal in flames, and some splinters, 
her jib. In both cases the crew extinguished the flames, but 
Ml wHhoiift cutting away the jib-boom and (q>ritaail-yiri. Wi& 
little air of wumI which the caiMWunde , end the aKwe mighty 
coneiMMi lhal intemiptod it, had left, the Alexander thea 
dropped to a safer distance. Among the French ships, the 
Franklin rec«ved the greater share of the Orient's wreck : her 
decks were covered with red-hot seams, pieces of timber, and 
burning ropes ; she caught fire, but succeeded in extinguishing 
iL The Tonnant had, just before the explosion, cut or slipped 
her coble, and dropped deor of the bonung wreck. The 
Hetiieox end Meicue, oMMogh too ftr off to be injured, hod 
done the nree. 

Either amazement at what had happened, or a strong feeling 
towards self-preservation, or both causes united, made it full ten 
minutes ere a gun was a^ain fired on either side. By this time, 
too, the wind, as if just recovering from the trance into which 
all nature had been hushed by the catastrophe, freshened up ; 
audi, as it mffled the sor&ce of the water, ana rattled among tiie 
lig^ng of the ships, reaninated the haH-benombed faculties of 
i& combatttits. The French ship Franklin, although disabled 
in most of her guns, was the first to recommence hostilities : she . 
opened a fire from her lower battery upon the Defence and 
Swiftsure ; wlio, as they lay close on her starboard bow and 
quarter, returned it, particularly the Defence, with full eft'ect. 
Being without a second either ahead or astern, and having, 
besiftea theee two determined opponents, one ot two other shine 
in commanding positions on her opposite bow and quarter, the 
Franklin waited until her main and miaen masts came down by 
the board ; and then, having scarcely a gun to cannonade with, 
and hein<^ reduced by loss in the action to less than half of her 
complement, struck her colours. 

It was now midnight, and the Tonnant was the only French 
ship whose guns continued in active play. Her shot gave great 
annoyance to the Swiftsure, particularly as the latter, owing to 
the position of the Alexander, could make little or no return ; 
but the Majestic had been the principal opponent of that fonnid- 
able French ship. At about 3 a.m. on tne 2d, the heavy and 
unremitting fire of the Tonnant brought dow n, by the board, the 
Majestic's main and mi/en masts ; but, shortly afterwards, the 
Tonnant herself had her three masts shot away, equally close to 
the deck. The wreck of these compelled her to cease firing, but 
iuled in inducing her to strike : the Tonnant had, indeed, by 
veering her caUe^drifeiiio &r to leeward of her second position. 
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as to have now no opponent near enough to put lier resolution 
to a trial. The Heureux and Mercure, also, having, as already 
stated, withdrawn from the line, had left ample room for the 
Tonnant to take up a station ahead of the GuiUaume-Tell and the 
two French ships in her rear. This the Tonnant did; and a 
second internal of silence ensued. 

At 4 A. M., which was just as the day broke, the firing recom- 
menced between the Tonnant, Guillaume-Tell, Gonereux, and 
Tinioleon, on tlie one side, and the Alexander and crippled Ma- 
iestic on the otlier. This soon brought to the spot the Theseus 
and Goliath. Shortl^r after these ships had dropped their 
anchors the French frigate Art^mise fired a broadside at the 
Theseus, and then struck her colours. A boat from the latter 
immediately proceeded to take possession ; but the frigate was 
discovered to be on fire, and soon afterwards blew up. In the 
mean time the four French line-of-battle ships, and the two re- 
maiuiiiL^ Irigates inside of them, kept dropping to leeward ; so 
as, presently, to be almost out of gun-shot of the few British 
ships that had anchored to attack them* 

At about 6 A* M. the Zealous, Goliath, and Hiesens, got under 
way by signal ; and soon aftemrards the Zealous, in running 
down from the head of the bay, was directed by signal to chase 
the Justice French frigate ; which, in compliance with the 
orders of Rear-admiral V^illeneuve, was on her way to the 
Bellerophon, at anchor at the bottom of the bay, and supposed 
to be on shore, for the purpose of summoninj^ the 74 to sur- 
render. In the mean time the Qoliath and Theseus, accom- 
panied by the Alexander and Leander, stood towards the Heureux 
and Mercure ; who, on quitting the line, had first anchored con* 
siderably within it, and had then run themselves on shore to the 
southward of the bay. These ships, after the interchange of a 
few distant shot, struck their colours ; the Heureux tirst, then 
the Mercure. The latter was af terwards taken possession of by 
the Alexander, and the former by one of the other ships. On 
discovering the object of the Zealous, the Justice gave up her 
design upon the Bellerophon (who was getting ready to give her 
a suitable reception), and returned to the cluster of ships from 
among which she had made sail. The Zealous thereupon, by 
signal from the admiral, bore away to join the Bellerophon, and 
protect her from further molestation. 

At about 11 A.M. the absence of the Goliath, Theseus, and 
Alexander, afforded to the Gen^reux and Guillaume-Tell, and 
the two frigates Justice and Diane^ an opportunity to eet under 
way and make sail to the north-east. The Timoleon, bemg too 
far to leeward to fetch clear, had run herself on shore, losing 
her foremast by the shock. The four other ships now hauled 
close on the larboard tack ; and immediately the Zealous, who 
from the course she was steering happened to be the nearest 
BhUbh ship, hauled close on the same tack, with the bold in- 
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tention of bringing this French 80 and 74 and two heavy frigates 
to action, and, if possible, of retarding their progress until some 
of her friends should come to her assistance ; or, at all events, 
in the hope of so crippling one of the French ships, as to dis- 
able her at least from working out of the bay. The Zealous 
weathered the four fngitiTes within musket-shot, and obliged 
them to bear away to avoid being raked ; but received in return 
a veiy destructive fire to her rigging and sails. Through her 
mainsail alone upwards of 40 round shot had passed ; and yet 
no other loss was sustained by her, than one man, who had been 
slightly wounded by the Guerricr, killed, and one wounded. 
While the Zealous was endeavounncr to set about in time to cut 
off the rearmost frigate, the former's signal of recal was made ; 
and the French sbtpe stretching on, effected their escape. For 
his gallantry upon this occasion. Captain Hood received the 
warm acknowledgments of the commander-in-chief. 

Of the 13 French ships of the line, one had perished in the 
flames, eight had surrendered, and two had escaped ; and of the 
remaining two, one, the Timoleon, was on shore with her colours 
flying, the other, the Tonnant, having had her second cable cut 
by the fire of the Aleiander, lay^ about two miles from the Timo- 
leoa, a mere wreck, but also with her colours up, which were 
flying on the stump of her mainmast. Things remained in 
this state until the morning of the following day, the 3d ; 
when the Theseus and Leander approached, and stationed 
themselves near the Tonnant. All further resistance beins: ut- 
terly hopeless, the latter hauled down her ensign : and, on re- 
placing it with a flag of truce, was taken possession of by a 
iXMit from the Theseus. The principal part of the crew of the 
Tlmol^ had, during the preceding ni?ht, escaped on shore. 
The remainder, at about noon on the dd, set fire to their ship ; 
which, exploding soon afterwards, made the eleventh line-of- 
battle ship lost to the French by, in their nomenclature, the 
battle of Aboukir, " le combat d'Aboukir," but as the conquerors 
have named it, the battle of the Nile. 

The damages sustained by the British ships were chiefly con- 
fined to Uieir masts and rigging. The Bellerophon was the only 
ship entirely dismasted, and the Majestic the only one, besides 
her, that had lost any lower mast. The Defence had lost her 
fi>re topmast, and the Alexander her mizen topmast, and her fore 
and main topgallantmasts ; and on the 3d, at 6 r. m., the latter's 
main topmast, from the wounds it had received, fell over the top, 
as on tne same morning, had the main topmast of the Goliath. 
The lower masts, yards, and bowsprits of all the ships that had 
been engaged, were more or less damaged by shot. The Van- 
guard, it will be recollected, went into action with a jury fore- 
mast. The BeHerophon'shull was in a very shattered state. One 
of the carronades on her poop was broken to pieces. Seven of 
the quarterdedL guns were entirely disabled ; as were six of the 
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second, and two of the first or lowerdeck guns ; and the <Treater 
part of her hammocks were loore or less cut. The Vanguard had 
been struck Tery heavily by shot on her starbotrd bow ; and the 
SwiftMiie, as ue wts betinng down to engage, leoeifed in her 
larbourd bow, several feet below the wwkai-wmkf a shot fiom die 
ToMMWt, which, in spite of the constant Me of tile chain-pumps, 
kept four feet water m the hold from the commencement to the 
end of the action. The Theseus was also hulled, in more than 
70 places ; and the Majestic was nearly in as shattered a state 
as the Bellerophon. 

The loM of the Britiah was, in the «ffgregate, tcderably eevm* 
We hate ennnwrated the Joes on hoeramoet of iSLt ehipe. We 
will now, taking the ships in the onUr in which they advanced to 
the attack, give a more detailed account The Goliath had one 
master's mate(William Davies), onemidshipman(Andrew Brown), 
12 seamen, and seven marines killed, one lieutenant (William 
Wilkinson), two midshipmen ( Lawrence Graves and James Payne), 
ber schoolmaster, 28 seamen, and nine marines wounded ; the 
Zealous, one ncetnen killed, and sem wonnded ; the Onoa, one . 
oafitain's derk, 11 seamen, and onenuMine killed, her caylain, the 
boatswain (Peter Sadler), three midshipoMn (PhSip Riehaidton^ 

Charles Miell, and Lanfesty), nine seament and two marines 

wounded : the Audacious, one seaman killed, one lieutenant (John 
Jeans), her gunner, 3 1 seamen, and two marines wounded ; the 
Theseus, five seamen killed, one lieutenant (Richard Hawkins), 
24 seamen, and five marines woanded ; the Vanguard, her captain 
of marines (WiUian Faddy), two nudehipmen (ThevaaSeymonr 
and JohnGeoige Taylor), 20 seamen, and aeven maiinea killed, the 
rear-admiral, by a contusion in the head, but not reported), two 
lieutenants (Nathaniel Vassall and John Miller Adye), the admiral's 
secretary (John Campbell), the boatswain (Mr. Austin), two 
midshipmen (James Weatherston and (xeorge Antrim), GO seamen, 
and eight marines wounded ; the Minotaur, one lieutenant (John 
G. Kirchner), one master's mate (Peter Walters), 18 seamen, and 
fliiee marines killed, one lieutenant (Thomas LnmliyOne hentenanft 
of marines (John Jewell), her second metier (Thomae FonterX 
one midshipman (Martin Wdis)» 64 sranifiii, end six marinee 
wounded ; the Defence, three seamen and one marine killed, nine 
seamen and two marines wounded ; the Bellerophon, three lieu- 
tenants (Robert Savage Daniel, Philip William Launder, and 
Geonze Jolifie), one master's mate (Thomas Ellison), 32 seamen, 
and 13 marines killed, her captain, master (Edward Kirby), cap- 
tain of marini (John Hopkins), boatswain (Mr. CfaapMn), one 
■lidshipnian (Nicholas Bettaon), 136 aeamen, and i7 marinee 
wounded; the Majestic, her captain, one BBiddiB|nnan (Zebedee 
Ford), boatswain (Andrew Gilmore), 33 seamen, and 14 marines 
killed, two middiipmen (Charles Seward and Charles Royle), her 
captain's clerk (Robert Overton), 124 seamen, and 16 marines 
wounded ; the Swiftstue, seven seamen killed, one midshipman 
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(William Smith), 19 seamen, and two marines wounded ; the Alex- 
ander, one lieutenant (John Collins), and 13 seamen killed, her 
captain, captain of marines (John Creswell), master (Williani 
LawBon), two midshipmen (George Bully and Luke Anderson), 
48 seaineiii and five marineB wounded ; the Leander, 14 seraieii 
wounded : making a total of 218 killed, and 678 wounded.* 

Of the damagea floetained by the captured French ahi|% man 
details, scanty as they are, nave already been given, than are 
contained in any published account. They may now be summed 
up by statins;, that theGuerrier, Conqu6rant, Spartiale, Aquilon, 
and Tonnant, were entirely dismasted, and, in the present state 
of their hulls (the two first especiallv), not seaworthy ; and 
the Penple-Sonvecain retained bat ner miaenmast, and the 
Franklin^ her foremast, with their hnlla in not much better plight 
than thoee of their captive companiooa. Aa tothe Mercure and 
Heureux, their principal damages were not from shot, bnt from 
unning on shore. These ships? still lay with topgallant yards 
across, and, to all appearance, were as perfect as when the action 
c<Hnmenced. 

It was owing, probably, to the severe woond which Rear* 
admiral Nelion bM received at the onset of the battle (a apfiiH 

ter struck him a Httle above hia right or darkened eje, oanflioe 
a piece of flesh to hang over the lid, which was afterwar£ 

replaced and sewed up), that no account was taken of the loss 
sustamed by the different captured ships. This is perhaps the 
only general action, besides that of Valentine's day, in which so 
important an omission is to be complained of in the official 
despatch. The London newspapers, alihongh they aomelinws 

♦ One more in the wounded than appears in the official account, owing to 
the exclusion of the rear-admiral's name. The following table sliows at one 
view each sbip^ tonnajze, complement, loss, and, to the bert of our power in 
i>diflfcelta fc w a ic h ,MstlietttwMntpracBt in tfaeaction. 
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21 
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George Jardine. 
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William Hcniy WdUef. 




1646 
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29 


James Barker. 




1624 
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35 


Thomas White. 
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Ridiard Hawkini. 




1609 
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76 


Edward Galwey. 
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Charlf's Mar^h Schombeig. 
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Richard Jones. 


Bellerophon .M, 
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50 
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Robert Cuthbert. 
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John Lev. Waten. 
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clear up points of this nature, afforded in the present instance,* 
hut little information, merely stating that, according to one 
accounty the loss amounted to 2000, and, according to another, 
to 6000 men. The latter number, being within 225 of a sweep- 
ing baJance^ of taken, drowned, bamt, and missing," at the 
foot of a loose statement of the complements of 19 French Mps, 
including the 13 engaged, subjoined to the official letter, may 
be trnced to that as its probable source. The origin of the former 
number is uncertain ; but 2000 appears no unreasonable amount 
for the killed and wounded on board nine ships, eight of which 
were so dreadfully shattered as those in Question. 

Within the first homr of the action, the rrench commander4ii- 
chief, Vice-admiralBmc^, while standing on theOrient's poop,re- 
eeived two womid8,one m the face, and the other in the hand. To- 
wards 8 p. M., as he was descending to the quarterdeck, a shot cat 
him almost in two. This brave officer then desired not to be carried 
below, but to be left to die upon deck, exclaiming in a firm voice, 
** Un amiral fran^ais doit mourir sur son banc de quart." He 
survived only a quarter of an hour. Commodore Casa-Bianca 
fell, badly wonnded, soon after the admiral had brMthed his last 
What ottier loss the Orient sustained by the shot of her oppo- 
nents we are unable to enumerate, but it is represented to nave 
been tolerably severe in both officers and men. By the melan- 
choly event of the ship's explosion, nearly the whole of the 
survivors of her crew perished. How the accident happened 
has not been clearly explained. The French say, that the men, 
having just done painting the ship^s sides, had placed the empty 
and unused oil-iars and paint-buckets on the poop, preparatory 
to taking them below ; and that the wadding from the English 
guns fell among and set fire to these jars and buckets. Another 
account states, that the fire was communicated by some of the 
combustible missiles, used on board of all or most of the French, 
ships ; the chief of which was a sort of port-fire or carcass, 
that burnt fiercely under, as well as above water. la support 
of this statement, the Froich themselves declared that, although 
they threw bucket after bucket of water upon the spot, they 
could not extinguish the flames. 

The lamentable effects of the accident, however, were but too 
certain. The French say, that about 70 were saved by the boats 
of the British ships. Of those, one lieutenant, one commissary, or 
purser, and nine men, appear to have pot on board the Swift- 
sure, two men on board the Bellerophou, and 16 on buard the 
Orion« The Alexander saved some, including Adjutant-general 
M otard, who, although badly wounded in the managed to 
swim on board of her. Rear-admiral Ganteaume found means to 
throw himself into a boat, which carried him on board the Sala- 
mine brijr. From her he reached the fort of Aboukir, and sub- 
sequently Alexandria. The Salamine afterwards stood out of 
the bay, and jomcd the squadron of Rear-admiral Villeueuve. 
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Gommodoie Oftsa^Ranea was not bo fortanate. Among the 
two or three accoanti given of tlus officer's death, that to which 

the French attach most credit is, that at the time of the explo- 
sion he was below having his wonnd dressed, attended by his 
son, a boy of 10 years of age. 

Of the 10 French ships that were at all engaged, the admiral 
of one, and the captains of two, were killed, and six of the 
remaining seven captains, besides Rear-admiral Blanquet, 
wounded. That the captains of the Heuieux and Mercure, who 
participated so slightly m the action, should have been wounded 
at all is extraordmary ; but it is still more extraordinary that 
Captain Trullet, whose ship, the Guerrier, was the most shat- 
tered of any in the two fleets, should have escaped unhurt. This, 
on consideration, may be attributed to the position of the Guer- 
rier's principal antagonist, the Zealous, whose shot, on that account 
did the most execution in the forepart of the ship. Of the two 
French captains that were killed, one underwent dreadful suffer- 
ings, and exhibited a correspondent share of heroism, before life 
finally quitted him. Captain Du Pettt-Thouars, of the Tonoant, 
had first both his arms, and then one of his legs shot away ; 
and his dying commands to his crew w ere, not to surrender the 
ship. As a memento of this officer's patriotism and bi-averv, 
Buonaparte ordered one of the principal streets of Cairo to be 
named Petit-Thouars, and an armed brig at anchor in the port, 
Tonnant. 

Before we proceed further, it may be necessary that we should 
show, how completely hors de combat the Culloden was placed 
by the accident that had befallen her. At 6h. 40m. p.m., 
according to her time, the Culloden, having: just before hnuled 
up to clear the Leander, and sounded in 11 fathoms, struck on 
the ridge of rocks off the island uf Aboukir. At that very moment 
the three masts of the Guerrier were discovered to be down. Tliis 
is so fiur of GODsequence as completely to falsify a statement made 
and insisted on by the French writers, that the Culloden took 
the ground at 5h. 15 m. p. m., while leading the British fleet 
into action. One writer, after stating; this, adds the following 
in a note: "Tous les rapports anglais s'accordent ii ne faire 
6chouer le Culloden qu'apres la nuit close, et a attribucr cet acci- 
dent il Tobscurite, taiidis qu'il u'est pas un seal Fran^ais present 
au combat d'Aboukir qui n'affirme que ce yaisseau etait le 

S render de Teaaodre ennemie, et toucha, comme nous le disons, 
dnq heures un quart. Cette circonstance est de pen d 'import- 
ance ; mais elle pourrait donner la mesure de la croyance k 
Recorder aux bulletins des Anglais, et fournir un echantillon dii 
caractere de ce people, qui pousse la vanite jusqu'a ne pas 
vouloir avouer qu^un vaisseau britannique puisse, comnie un 
autre, s'^cbouer de jour en entrant dans une baie inconnue.''* 

s Vietoins et Conquetes, tome is., p. 90. 
VOL. II. O 
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Bestowing no more than a smile upon the writer's clever dedw^ 
tioM akwt ^the character of the people/' we shall endear 
▼our to explain how this nautical illusion may have happened. 
It will be recollected that, soon after 5 h. 30 m. p. m. (and which 
might easily be 5 h. 15 m. by the French time), and just as they 
had arrived abreast of the shoal, the leading British ships hove 
te^ aad 1BI17 of lliOM changed Btatk»8. The diiw ikos grouped 
together, as may be seea by any good chart «f lit spot, conceal 
thepointof the shoal fiRm die French fleet. The British fleet 
stands on in a line ; and, as the shoal opens in the rear of that 
line, a ship is discovered sticking on it. To us the mistake 
appears a very natural one ; but how are we to convince the 
French writers that we aie right, and that they are wrong, when 
&ej can cast in our teeth, from a respectable English publica- 
iioDf written too by an adanral, the niUowing sentenee: ^Tlie 
wind was prfectly fair, bat unfortenately, in rounding the reeC 
the Culioden, the leading sfaip^ lan agvonndy and could not be 
got at all into action ?*'* 

Let us return to the Culioden, As quickly as possible after 
she struck, a stream anchor and cable were placed in the 
launch, and dropped at about a cable's length from the stem, 
in 11 fiithoms' water. The Mutine now came and anchored 
within 500 yards of the CoUodeB^ in six fathoms, in order to 
afford every assistance in her power. To do this more effectually 
Captain Hardy ran out two cMbb, firmly clinched together; 
and, joining a tliird, veered away until the brig was near the 
Culioden. The Mutine then let go another anchor, and, slip- 
ping the third cable, passed the end of it on board the 74. 
The swell, which had greatly increased, made the Culioden 
strike ao hardi that her eMe parted, her rudder was knocked 
off and sank alongside, and tne ship made three feet of water 
an hour. However, on the 2d, before 2 a.m., after striking 
several times very heavily, the Culioden hanled herself off the 
rocks by the Mutine''s cable, and then made seven feet water, 
or 120 tons, an hour. A sail was afterwards thrummed, and 
put under the ship's bottom ; and on the morning of the 3d a 
spare topmast was converted into, and hung as, a temporaiy 
rodder. 

Having thus made it clear that, for any part she took in the 
battle of the 1st and 2d of August, the Culioden might as well 
have been at anchor in Naples bay^ as on shore at one extremity 

of Aboukir bay, we shall now present a general view of the 
force of the contending parties. Of the 13 ships that remain, 
after excluding the Culioden, one was not only no line-of-battle 
ship, but a ship decidedly unable to lay alongside of any ship in 
the qiposite line ; yet, as it would be paying a very poor com- 

• Ekiiite Nnal Battles, p. 287. 



Digitized by Google 



HATTLB OF XH£ UlUfm 



129 



ttey won iiiioUf niAout effisol^ nvdnll teftdiljr indaie Imt « 
^at of tha wiFnrfing ships. Hence the British had twelve 
74-gim ships and one 50 ; the French one 120, three 80, and 
nine 74-gun ships : the latter had, also, four frigates, two brigs, 
«nd some bomo-vessels and gun-boats ; the former, but one 
£oIitary brig. The armaments of French and English ships of 
the Uoe have been so often ad vetted to in these pages, t^iat there 
liill be m ocowiap to ABilyK tiM Am of every ship of the two 
fleets. It may suffice to state, that a French 120-gaii ship ig 
Miy oqwd to two British 74s, three French 80s to fife of them* 
especially of the 18-j)ounder class, of which all that were present 
in this battle consisted, and nine French 74s to at least ten of 
the English 74s last described. With respect to the crews of 
the French ships, it has been stated, that each ship, when the 
action commenced, had a water-party oq shore ; but the same 
oceo nto Art hnitk this fcet, supply u with anolliery naaely, 
that a part of the abMBi meo eot beck to their ships, and wt 
the foer 6igrtss, whose vnited craws wera at least 1300 men, 
had received ordm to send a portion of their people to the line- 
of-battle ships. Moreover the head-money certificates, authen- 
ticated in the usual way, give the French ships their established 
•complements ; and among the prisoners were actually found 
«efml masters, pilots, ami odiers, belonging to the numerooe 
fleet of tiaoBporls at anchor Dear Roeetta and in the harboar of 
Alexandria. On the other hand , none of the British ^ps wen 
<mr asanned; and some, we believe, had not their eonptementa 
on board ; what is extraordinary, too, the worst manned ship in 
the British fleet was that commanded by the admiral. The 
Vanguard had only been commissioned in the precedinn; Decem- 
ber ; and her ship's company, although instinctively brave, were 
new and inexpenenced. 

EfCK the prasence of the OoUoden in the aetion would aliU 
have left a preponderance, if not in number of ships, in number 
of men ana in broadside weight of iMtal. With the Culloden 
excluded, the superiority of force was more than requisite to rank 
the victory of the Nile amonu the most brilliant of thoj^e achieve- 
ments so familiar to the British navy. It any allowance is called 
for, because the French ships were conquered iu detail, and tiiat 
by a decided soperiority or fixroey we may snswer, that the esne 
oecnrs in most general actions ; tiiat» in the present instance^ die 
danger of a cross-fire, iix>m whidi seversl of the British ships 
undoubtedly sufiend, as well as that of groundkit^ on the inner 
shoal, not an officer or man in llu' British fleet havin^r ever before 
been in the bay and the only chart in the fleet beiivj, a roui;hly 
sketched one which the Svviftsure had recently t.ikcii out of a 
prize, were nearly equivalent to the advantage of doubling the 
van of the line, mreover, had the six French rear-ships, the 
moment they saw the manmnvre that was about to be practised 

o 2 
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on their friends in the van, got iiiider way and stood out, they . 
■would have found full employment for the five or six British 
ships that had not yet got into action : they would, undoubtedly, 
have captured the Culioden, and prevented the Alexander and 
Swiftsure from entering the bay. Had those six French ships 
iveighed at any time before 7 p.m., they might, with the wind 
as it fhoi waiy Dare made a good Btielch out of the bay, and, by 
tackiDg when the wind, .as it foon afterwards did, shifted to 
north, might hare stood for the Tan of their, line with their yarda 
nearly square. 

Undouotedly the sad accident which befel the three-decker 
gave a decided turn to the action ; but it should be recollected 
that the Orient, before she exploded, had, according to the 
French accounts, sustained a very serious loss in officers and 
men ; that five ^pench ships had akeady struck ; and that two 
otfaeri, tiie Franklin and Tonnant,* were nearly in a defenceless 
state. It has been stated, we are aware, that the Orient heraeil 
hauled down her colours before she blew up but no such oc- 
currence happened. The Orient's flag at the main was, by 
several of the British ships, seen in its place when the masts 
were thrown into the air ; and, until that flag was struck, there 
could have been no surrender. Moreover the men fired from the 
ship's lowerdeck battery, until they were driven from their 
quarters by the flames, and until some time after the Swiftsure 
and Alexander had ceased firing, to prepare for the ezplosion 
that ensued. 

With respect to the behaviour of the French, nothing could be 
more gallant than the defence made by each of the six van-ships, 
by the Orient in the centre, and by the Tonnant in the rear. 
llieHettreux and Mercare appear to have been rather precipitate 
in running themselves on shore ; but the flaming body, that lay 
ready to explode ahead and to windward of them, justified them 
in quitting the line. Nor was it the least happy circumstance 
attending the battle of the Nile, that there was no complaint of 
individual misconduct to diminish the lustre of the victory. The 
French writers, as usual, multiplied the English ships in number 
and force ; but the sober-minded part of the community knew 
weU the near equality of the two fleets, and appreciated the un- 
fortunate result of the battle at fiuriy as could be expected, 
where so many fine ships, and so much national glory, had 
been lost 

We will now hasten to acquit ourselves of the unpleasant task 
of noticinga few inaccuracies, that liave crept into some Enghsh 
and foreign accounts of this celebrated action. One writer, after 

* Clarke and M'Arthur*s Life of Nelson, p. 81, and at p. 93, is the following 
paragraph : *' He (Sir Ilonitio) also informed Mr.Wyndham, that I'Orient cer- 
tainly struck her colours^ and had not fired a shot for a quarter of an hour before 
ills took fire." 
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' stating that tbe French fleet was moofed io a compact line,'*^ 
tells his readers, that the line occnpied " an extent oi about two 
miles and a half, leaving a space of two hundred and fifty or 
three hundred yards from one ship to the other. This distance, 
proceeds the writer, " was too great." Assuredly it was too 
great, and so was the real distance, 160 yards : for that very 
reason, too, the French fleet was not moored in a compact 
Ibe.^' The word "moored** does not seem to be appropriately 
used* *^ At angle anchor, with springs on their cables," is «a 
expression that accords mote with the net Unfortunately, the 
wnter who nses this expression is the same that committed the 
mistake about the Culloden ; tlie same, in whose work appears 
the following piece of extraordinary infomiation : Lord Nelson 
remarked, at a subsequent period, that he had committed one 
great error ; namely, by not havins directed the ships to heave 
ehse to their anchors, and then to have cut (the cables) instead 
of weighing them ; as in stowing their anchors, the navigation 
being so intricate and shallow, two of his ships groun({ed."t 
This, to be sure, is contained in a " note," but that note actually 
forms a part of the text : indeed, the work is almost wholly made 
up of " Notes,*' ''Remarks," and " Observations." Had 
the attack uoon Copenhagen hy^ Lord Nebon in the year 1801 
been one of toe naval batms noticed by tbe writer, it is probeble 
he would have found where it was that the rearadmiral had to 
complain, that two of his ships grounded, for the want of the 
precaution of cutting, instead of weig:hing, their anchors. 

A French writer, because he is displeased with a highly ex- 
aggerated comparison between the force of the Belleropnon and 
that of the Orient, contained in " Clarke and M*Arthur's Life of 
Nelson," begins his refutation of the nonsense in this very liberal 
manner: ^ Les Anglais, celui peut-^tre de tons les peuples de 
I'Europe qui alt^re le plus la v^t^ dans ses bulletini^ aflSrm^ 
rent," &c4 It is very unfair, in any case, to consider individual 
opinion as the sentiments of a nation ; but with respect to the 
work, in which the angry Frenchman has discovered the proofs 
of this national propensity to lying (for that is what his charge 
amounts to), we can assure him that, in this country, where its 
merits are of course best known, *^ Clarke and M' Arthur's Life 
of Nelson " is not of the shghtest authority. The same French 
writer, who is so severe in his strictures upon the Engliahy 
admits that Captain Standelet of the Art^mise, in setting fire to 
his frigate after having hauled down his colours to the Theseus» 
acted " au mtipris des lois de la guerre," but adds, Les Anglais 
se sont vivement recries contre la conduite du capitaine de I'Ar- 
t^mise, oubliant que le capitaine du Bellerophou en avait tenu 

* Brenton, voUii^ p. MS. ' 

+ Ekins, p. 243. 

i ViOoirea et Conquetes, tome ix., p. 94. 
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une Ik peu f|f^ ■cwMaVh.*** Lodun^ back io dkoover Hn^ 

nature of this charge against Captain Darby, we find thai the 
Bellerophon "struck to the Tonnant;" that is, the cries and 
noise of the Bcllerophon'*s people, when lier masts were falling 
on deck and crushing them oy scores, were mistaken for the cry 
of surrender. Nay, so delicate were the ears of the Frenchmen, 
that they could distinguish the cries of the officers from those of 
Ae nen. ^ Sob ^aipase/' says the account, et prindpaleinCMt 
les oificiers, jet^tcnt do grands cria, pour fairs oanaattie 
^tait rendo.^i' From our inquiriea we bebere we can assert- 
(and, if we knew the fact to be otherwise, we should be the last 
to conceal it), that no surrender took place, or was even contem- 
plated. The crew of the Bellerophon were neither the least 
brave, nor, as was pretty notoiious, the least noisy, of any in the 
British fleet : it is not unlikely, tberefisre, that when the mael^ 
wm tambling about their heada, the bmb hallooed^ aad foand,, 
«Dd vftteicd ''de gnnda om/' bat not any crka^ we can Tovch^ 
that weie meant to signify thai th^ sacnendeied. rtmfi 

Leaving to heads better versed m state affairs to discuss the 
political consequences, far and near, that attended the decisive 
victory which Kear-admiral Nelson and his fleet had stained, we 
shall merely transcribe from Mr. Wilhams's book a translated 
voiia^e, purporting to be part of a letter from a yery mtdligaU 
ferendi offioer» of aome cdcbrity, M. E. Poinselgue, comptroller 
of the eipenwj of the army, and adminktmtop-genend of the 
finances, m Egypt ; and which letter, among many others, was 
intensepted by the British fleet in the Mediterranean. M. Pous- 
i^lgue says : " But the fatal engagement of Aboukir ruined all 
our hopes ; it prevented us from receiving the remainder of the 
forces which were destined for us ; it left the field free liar tiift 
fiogliah to pemade the Porte to dedaie war agamat na ; it ffe» 
ktiMled that whidi waa hardly eztingdahed with tiw Emperor 
of Germany; it opened the Mediteiranean to the Russians, and 
planted them on our frontaeie; it occasioned the loss of Italy^ 
and the invaluable possessions in the Adriatic, which we owed 
to the successful campaigns of Buonaparte; and, finally, it at 
once rendered abortive all our projects, since it was no longer 
possible for us to dream of giving the English any uneasiness in 
India: add to thia, that the people of Egypt, whom w wiehed 
to ccoaidar aa fiienda and allica, inatantaneoiialy became am- 
cnemiea; and, entiiriy sumNraded aa we were by the Tu^ks, we 
tend onradvea engaged in a most difficult defensive war, with- 
out a glimpBe of tl^ sligfateat fiitue advantage to be denved 
from it.** 

On the 6th the Leander, having on board Captain Berry of 
the Vanguard, with despatches for Earl St.- Vincent off Cadiz^ 
quitted &e squadron ; but, about 12 days af^rwards, waa &flen 

* Vktolres et ConquAtei, tome ix., p. lOI. f Ibid., p. 9S. 
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m yMk aid captured by the Ftaodi 74-^n ship Qiakaemf 
tftor actbn kighl y honomaUe to the Biitieb 50-gai ifaip^ wd 
At fvll deteik of which ivOl tppeir imder the oeit heed of Ae 
tPOfh. 

The ships of the British squadron at anchor in Aboukir bay 
now set about rejmiring their damages, with all possible speedf. 
Every exertion was also used to place the captured ships in a 
itate to undertake the yoyage to England with safety. The pri- 
eoneia taken m them we» aenl on shore m a cartel, upon the 
unal terms ; hat Boflnaparte, to show how he respected treaties, 
ftmed the men, soon amt they l ea d ed, into a battalion, which 
he named the nautic le^non, and gave the command of it to the 
late second captain of the Franklin, Jules-Franrois Martinencq. 
On the 8th the island of Aboukir was taken possession of, and 
the two mortars, with the two brass 1'2-pounders, were brought 
off. The remainder of the suns, with the carriages of the whole, 
and the plalfbm on whioi th^ had been monnted, weie de- 
flliogred. The island was alio vumjf and frr firam kM|ipiDpiiately 
lamed. Nelson's island. 

On the 10th Sir Horatio, aware of the designs of the French, 
in case of succeeding at Egypt, to attack the British East India 
possessions, despatched, over land to Bombay, with the intel- 
ligence of the victory, Lieutenant Thomas Duval, of the Zealous, 
«i officer seleelid hj Captain Hood.* On the 12th, in the 
eneaing, the British 36-gun frigate Eauenld, Captain Thomaa 
Montray Waller, and 32-g«n fhgate Alcm^ne, Captain Oeor^ 
]&vpe, with the Bonne-Citoyenne sloop of war, hove in sight m 
the offing ; but, on being chased by the Swiflsure, stood off. 
On the next day, however, the frigates got over their alarm, and 
joined the squadron. On the 13th the 16-gun brig-sloop Mutine, 
Captain the Houourable Thomas Bladen Capel, who had sue- 
ceaiied Captain Hardy, cm the Batter'a pWMPOtien to the Van* 
naid, and was now the hearer of the leav-admiraPs dapUcate 
despatchee, suled for Naples. 

On the morning of the 14th, after an ioeiedible deal of labonr 
in refitting the ships, the Orion, Bellerophon, Minotaur, Defence, 
Audacious, Tlieseus, and Majestic, accompanied by the Frank- 
lin, Tonnant, Aquilon, Concpii rant, Peuple-Souverain (the two 
latter scarcely in a seaworthy state), and Spartiate, under the 
Olden of Ckptain Sir JaoM SanmaiEes, got vnder way and stood 
out of the load. The prins, being rigged with iery-masts and 
very weakly manned, eoold hardly work out of the bay. At 
length they reached tiie nonth of it ; and, after lying at single 
ancnor for the night, again weighed, and proceeded on their 
voyage. On the 16th the Heureux, and on the 18th the Mer- 
cure and Guerrier, being all, particularly the last, in too bad a 
state to be refitted, were burnt, as they lay, the first two agroud 

* For • brief socoont of tbii offieeAjoamcy, see ApgmSx, Ho, 14, 
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on the beach, and the last at anchor in the road, of Aboukir bay^ 
the scene of their discomfitotc On the 19ih ReaiHulfniral 

Nelson, in the Vanguard, accompanied by the Culloden and 
Alexander, sailed for Naples ; leaving Captain Hood with the 
Zealous, Goliath, Swiftsure, Seahorse (who had joined on the 
17tlO, Emerald, Alcm^e, and Boone'Citoyenne^ to cruise off 
the port of Alexandria. 

The news of the loss of his fleet reached Buonaparte on the 
14th of August, when on his way fronr Salahieh to Cauo, in a 
despatch from Rear-admiral Ganteaume, delivered by an aide* 
de-camp of General Kl^ber's. While leading the despatch, 
Buonaparte did not betray in his countenance the least trait of 
the extraordinar}' sensations whicli the account must necessarily 
have caused in his mind. He called the messenger to him, and 
demanded, in a loud voice, to hear the details. As soon as they 
were related, Buonaparte said to the aide-de^<»mp with the ut> 
most sangfroid,'*' We ha?e no lon^r a fleet : well, we must either 
remain m this country, or quit it as great as the Ancients.*^ 
The power which this extraordinary man possessed of disguis- 
ing his feelings was as remarkable, as the facility with which he 
could turn a disastrous event to his advantage. Great as he 
was in some matters, Buonaparte could also be mean, where, by 
being mean, an object was to be attained. Wishing, for some 
inexplicable reason, to inculpate the brave admiral who was se- 
cond in command at Aboukhr, Buonaparte, on the 24th of 
August, issued a general order, in which were these wOlds : 
"The Franklin struck her flag without being dismasted or 
having sustained any damacje."t Rear-admiral Ganteaume, as 
soon as he discovered this, hastened to defend the character of 
his brother officer, and pleaded his cause with so much effect, 
that Buonaparte, yielding a little, issued a second order, stating 
tbat Reap-admifal Blanquet had been wounded in the actioii ; 
but which still left uncontradicted the ftlse assertion, that the 
Franklin surrendered when in a perfect state. At the instance 
of Vice-admiral Bruix, the minister of marine, justice was at 
length done by the directory to the character of that brave 
officer ; but we cannot discover that Rear-admiral Blanquet was 
ever afterwards employed. 

The crippled state of the Nile prizes made it the middle of 
September, ere they and their escort arrived at Gibraltar. The 
Peuple-Soa?erain was in too bad a state to proceed Ibither, and 
was therefore, under the name of Guerrier, converted into a 
guajfd-ship^ the only service in which she could be useful. The 
five remaining prizes, after obtaining a tolerable repair, set sail 
for England, and arrived in safety at Plymouth. The British 

* ** Nous n'aTom plusde llotte : eh bien, il 6nt retter en eet ooiitr£eB,<ni 

en sortir grands oonune les Anciens." — Jlt-toirft et Conqiutes, tome ix., p. 73. 

f " !>e Franklin n arnen^- son pavilion sans etre ddmftt^ et aaOB avoir rc^U * 
aucune avane." — Victmre* et Con^iutett tome ix., p. 107. 
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government, in order that the captois might not sufier for the 
prowess they had displayed in riddling the httlls of the captured 
ships, paid for each of the three destroyed 746, the Guerrier, 
Heureux,andMeiciire, tlie sum of 20,000/. ; \vhich was as much 
as the least serviceable of the remaining three 74s had been 
valued at. Of these, the Conquerant was about 50 years old, 
and of no f^reator tonnaf^e than the Theseus, the largest ship, 
except the Minotaur, in the fleet that took her. The Aquilon, 
or, as newly named, Aboukir, was built at Lorient in the year 
1793, measured 1869 tone, and, but for her shattered state, 
would have been a useful ship : as it was, both of these ships 
remained in port until they were broken up. Not so with tne 
remaining 74, the Spartiate, nor with the 80-gun ships Tonnant 
and Franklin. All three of these ships were built at Toulon; 
owing to which on account of the superior durability of the 
Adriatic oak,* their value became greatly enhanced. The Ton- 
nant was launched in 1791-2, the Frankhn, in the spring of 
1797, and the Spartiate, as.reoently as the commencement of the 
year in which sne was captured. The following are the priur 
opal dimensions of the three ships ; 



Leugtli of 
tower dot k. 


Breadth 
t'xtremet 


Deptli of 
hold. 


Tons. 


ft. in. 
194 2 
193 10 
182 7 


ft. in. 
51 9^ 
51 6i 
49 4^ 


ft. in. 
SS 8 

23 4i 
21 7 


2281 

2257 
1948 



TomiftDt*** ••••••••• ■•• «••• •■••* 

Franklin.........,..,„.,....«M.» 

JBpartiate ..••.•••••..•..^•.••m... 

The two 80s were of about the same dimensions as the Sans- 

Pareil, taken by Lord Howe ; but the Franklin, in point of ma- 
terials, workmanship, and qualifications, was considered to be the 
finest two-decked snip in the world. In order to show what an 
immensely powerful ship a French 80 is, we here couple, with 
the force of the Franklin, that of a British three-decker of the 
98-gun class : 

We^tofeach 

of FranklinTl 
guns. 



Pint or lower deck 

SsBond ded^ 

Third deck" 

Quarterdeck 

n 

Forecastle , 

Poop 



No. 
lbs. 



British 98. 



104 

52. 
1012. 



French 80. 



No. 


Pdra. 


No. 


Pdre. 


28 


long 


32 


30 long 36 iron 


••• 


... 


2 


„ 36 brass 


80 


M 


18 


88 


V 84 iron 


• 


• •• 


3 


„ 84 brass 


30 


»» 


12 






8 


» 


12 


12 


„ 12 iron 




« 


2 


„ 12 brass 


2 


»» 


12 


ti 


„ 12 iron 


6 


carrs. 


18 


6 carrs. 36 brass 



92 
46 

,1287 



Cwt. 
73 



51 



03 



qrs. 
2 



lbs. 
18 

14 



16 



Bioadiidei-gUDB 

* A very intelligent writer, when remarking on the properties aad qvdhies 
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The Franklin had the ports for, and subsequently mounted^ 
four more guns on her quarterdeck. Without these eyen, is it 
not clear ust a Fraodi 80-g«i ship is tuperior in force to ft 
Mliah 98? This only shows, how aeccBsaiy k « not to be kd 

aim by Boninal distinctiona. 

The name of the Franklin was dianged by her new masters ta 
Canopus, that being the ancient name of Eboukhor, or Aboukir, 
a small town of Lower Eg^ypt, near to the bay in which the 
battle had Ix^cn foi]<;lit. 'Ihis line ship still graces the lists of" 
the British navy, nut only in her proper self, but in nine noble 
ommterpaits, ships tbat will nefer be out of Togue wbile a nafj* 
it worth preierriog. 

We will now give a brief aeoonnt of tbe principal honours that 
were awarded to the conquerors in the battle of the Nile, both 
by their own country, and by such foreign nations as derived, 
or considered that they derived, a benefit from the victory.* 
Owing to the capture of the Leander, it was not until the arrival 
of Captain Capel, on the morning of the 2d of October that 
tbe Bittieh adminlty became aoqnainted with tbe resnlt of tli» 
aetion of the let of AnguBt. Until that nme 2d of October^ 
the whole country rang with complaints against Nelson for his 
" tardiness but, the moment the news was promulgated, the 
English nation thought they could not do enough to make 
amends for the wrongs they had inflicted on so bnght a gem 
of their favourite service. 

On the 6th of October Sir Horatio was created a peer of 
Great Britain, by tbe title of Baron Nehon of the Nile, and of 
■Bumham Thorpe in the county of Norfolk ; and, on the 20th of 
November, when the Parliament met, the king thus expressed 
himself on the subject of the battle: "The unexampled series 
of our naval triumphs has received fresh splendour from the 
memorable and decisive action, in which a detaclmient of my 
fleet, under the command of Rear-admiral Lord INelson, at- 
tacked, and almost totally destroyed, a superior force of the 
enemy, strengthened by every advantage of situation. By this 
great and brilliant victory, an enterprise, of which the injostioe^ 
pei-fidy, and extravagance had fixed the attention of the worlds 
and which was peculiarly directed against some of the most 
valuable interests of the iBritish empire, has, in the first in- 
stance, been turned to the confusion of its authors: and the 
blow, thus given to the power and influence of France, has 
affinded an opening, which, if improved by suitable exertions on 
tbe part of other powers, may lead to the general ddtveranoe of 
Europe." 

of timber, says, " Tbe oaks of the soutliern parts of Europe are preferable 
to any others ; those of Provence, the Italian and Tiirkish sides of the Adii* 

atir sea, have lonj; boon esteemed for their superior quality : with these, 
aided by supplies from Corsicxi, the ships at Toulon have been built, which are 
considered to exceed in durability all others constructed 9£ oak.* — Mmndm 
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Tins was followed by a peoaoQ of 2000/. per annum upon tbe 
mr-edmird and hk twooexthimmU 
Ebgland, and of lOOOt from that of Iidaiid ; also by a unaninoa» 
vole of thanks from botk those parliaments, GoLd medals wem 
presented to Lord Nelson and his captains ; and the first lieu- 
tenants of all the ships enj^aged were promoted to commanders. 
Tlie word "engafz;cd" striking Lord Nelson as likely to lead ta 
a piece of injustice towards the first lieutenant of the Culioden^ 
the lesr-admiral, in a leXtut to Esrl StpVincent, expresses hiin- 
self on the subject thus : I sincerely hope this is not intended 
to ezdude the first lieutenant of the Culloden; for heaven's 
sake, for my sake, if it be so, get it aHered." The word was^ 
however, retained, if only to prerent any unengaged ship, under 
diflferent circumstances, from making a precedent of the case ; 
but Lord Spencer directed Earl St.-Vincent to promote the 
CuUoden^s lieutenant : which, we believe, was forthwith done ; 
but we cannot qieak with certainty, not having been able to 
piocuBe tho officer's name. 

Strictly speaking, too^ only the captains that had been ''eft> 
gaged" were to have medals ; but tne king himself expressly 
authorized Lord Spencer to present one to Captain Troubridge, 
" for his services both before and since, and for the great and 
"wonderful exertions he made at the time of the action, in saving 
and setting oil' his ship." Lord Nelson^s opinion of this officer 
nay DC summed up in nis own energetic words, when writing to 
Earl SL-Vmcent: The eminent services of our friend deserve 
the very highest rewards. I have experienced the ability and 
activity of his mind and body. It was Troubridge who eqmjpped * 
the squadron so soon at Syracuse : it was Troubridge who 
exertea himself for me after the action : it was Troubridge who 
saved the Culloden, when none that I know in the service would 
have attempted it : it is TMbridge whom I have left as mvself 
at Naples; he is> as a friend and as an officer, a siofqMr€»/l''* 

The East India com])any, with a proper sense of the benefit 
th^ derived from the Nile victory, made a present to Lord 
Tfefson of 10,000/. ; and the cities of London and Liverpool, and 
other cities and corporate bodies, took the opportunity of testi- 
fying their approbation of the rear-admiraFs conduct. Foreign 
countries, also, were not slow in paying their tribute of respect 
to the oonqoeror. The srand signior presented Lord Nelsoo with 
a diamond aierette {ekuaigh), and asaUe for with broad sleeres ; 
also witfi 3000 seqmnsy to be distributed among the womided of 
his crew. The Ottoman Porte instituted a new order, tliat of 
the Crescent; and made the English rear-admiral the first 
knight-companion of it. The mother of the grand simior sent 
Lord Nelson a rose, set with diamonds of great value ; and 
many other were the presents and compliments which the rear- 

• C!Ue aBdM'AiOuu^ Life of NekQB» VOL ii, p. 119. 
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admiral received from foreign potentatee, as tcluni of ibeir 

vespect for his talents and bravery. 

Our attention is again called to the Mediterranean. While 
passing Malta, on his way to Gibraltar with the iSile prizes, Sir 
James Saumarez fell in with the following Portuguese squadron, 
under the Marquess de Niza : 

, God ship 

f D • • D ' 1 ( Hear-adniiral tlie Marquess dc Niza. 

Pnncipe-Real J Captain Puyrigur. 

«••••••• M Stone. 

Sati-Sebastiau Mitchell. 

L Alphonflo>Albuquerque... „ Campbell. 

64 Lion (English) m Manley Dixon. 

Firesh, Incendiary (ditto) „ Goorije Barker. 

Brig. Falcao (rortuguesc) „ Duncan. 

This squadron, since the early pert of July, had been detached 
by Earl St.- Vincent from off Cadiz, as a reinforcement to Rear- 
admiral Nelson, but, fortunately for the fame of the latter and 
his companions in arms, was unable to effect its junction in time 
to participate in the Nile victory. 

Being detained off the island of Malta by light airs and calms. 
Sir James was waited upon by a deputation of the principal in- 
habitants, to solicit for a supply of arms and ammnnitioiu 
The Maltese, at the same time, mibnned the British commodore 
that the French garrison at Vdetta were driven to great distress^ 
and that there was good reason for believing that the appear- 
ance of the English squadron would induce the French to sur- 
render, if they were formally summoned. Accordingly, having 
obtained the concurrence of the Marquess de Niza, Sir James 
Sanmarez, on the 26th of September, sent in a fla^ pf trace, 
with a proposal couched in the usual terms. After three hours* 
deliberation, the French general, Vaubois, returned the following 
answer : Vous avez, sans doute, ouUi^ que des Francais sont 
dans la place. Le soil des habitans ne vous regarde point. 
Quant i\ votre sommation, les soldats fran^^ ne sont point 
habitues a ce style." 

The nature of the service upon which he had been ordered, 
left Sir James no alternative but to take adnmtaffe of the breeze 
which had just sprung up, and proceed on to nis detttnalioii. 
Previously, however, to his final departure, Sir James furnished 
the islanders with about 1200 muskets, and a suitable quantity 
of ammunition, taken out of the captured ships ; and to this 
seasonable supply the success that afterwards attended the 
Maltese, in the ellbrts they made to recover their liberty, was 
mainly attiibutable. 

Lord Nelson, soon after his arrival at Naples, detached 
t3ai>tain Alexander John Ball, with his own ship the Alexander, 
and the Culloden and Colossus 74s, the latter commanded by 
Captain George Murray, for the purpose of co-operating wim 
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the Marqueii de Niza in the blockade of Malta. The effective 
commeiiceineDt of this lervice may be dated from the 12th of 

October ; on which day the French force in the island, and the 
whole of wluch had been obliged to retire within the walls of 
the new city of Valetta, consisted of about 3000 soldiers and 
Sailors, the latter under the command of Rear-admiral Decr^s, 
and of 100 Maltese, the only portion of the inhabitants who 
would take up arms for their invaders. In the harbour of Va- 
letta, lay the Firench SO-^pm ship Gaillanme-Tell, and 40^un 
iiiffates Diane and Justioe; also the two ex-Maltese §49, 
Amenien and D^go^ and 36-gun frieate Carthag^naise^ the 
whole under the command of Rear-admiral Villeneuve. Tlie 
G^n^reux, the other French line-of-battle ship which had 
escaped with the Guillaume-Tell from the battle of the Nile, 
was at Corfu^ in company with her prize, the 50-gun ship 
Leander. 

About lOjOOO of the Maltese were in arms a^nst the Freneb, 
and occufoedy as their head-quarters, the old aty of Valetta, on 
the walls of which the Neapohlan ooloors were fly ing. The 
Maltese patriots possessed 23 pieces of cannon, of which 12 
were mounted ; they had, also, two armed galleys and four 
gun-boats. Several skirmishes had taken place between the 



posted to be subdued. 

On the 24th of October IiOid Nelson, with the Vanmiaid 

and Minotaur, joined Captain Ball and the Marquess de Niza ; 
and, on the 28tn, the commandant of the French troops, 217 in 
number, in the castle of Goza, the neijjhbouring island to Malta, 
signed a capitulation, which Captain ball had previously nego- 
tiated, and Lord Nelson now approved. Captain Creswell, ot 
the Alexander's marines, immediately took possession of the 
castle, and the British ooloura were hoisted npon the walls. 
On the following day, the 29th, the nlace was delivered np in 
foim to the deputies of the island ; the colours of the Sicilian 
lung were substituted for the British, and his majesty acknow- 
ledged as the lawful sovereign. The island of Goza contained 
about 16,000 inhabitants. In the castle were found 24 pieces 
of ordnance, consisting of four 6, two 12, and eighteen 18 
pounders, all good ; also 60 barrels of powder, shot in abund- 
ance, and 3200 sadts of com, an article of great Talue in the 
then distressed state of the inhabitants. 

Although it comports as little with our taste, as with oar 
talents, to follow the French armies in their overthrow of states 
and countries, we must dip a little into the military occurrences 
of the latter part of the present year, in order to render the 
more intelligible some details of coast operations, necessary to 
be eiven before we take our final leave of the Mediterranean sea. 

fiocouraged by the success of Lord Nelson at the battle of 




former were too strongly 
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tiie Nik, the two weak monarchs, C^iaries-EraaniielQC SwUt, 
mod Feidinand IV. of Naples, began bestirring themselM 
to chase away vepablicanism from the "vicimty of tUr m- 

epective kinojdoms. The first hostile movement on the part 
of Charles Eniauucl was the signal for the French to enter 
Turin. This they did on the 9th Df December, and in three 
days made themselves masters of the whole of Piedmoot; 
In or two mfterwards die dethr o ned king, by the potbb- 
mm of the Freneh General Jonbeft, lelired with his AmSty 
horn hif iate Piedmontaiee domkiionii, and on the 20th of 
December arrived at Florence on his way to Sardinia. 

King Ferdinand began his hostile demonstrations by sending 
General Mack with a large army to drive the French Gene- 
ral Championnet out of Rome. This was accomplished, and on 
the 29th of November Ferdinand entered Rome in triumph. 
Hie Majesty's stay in that far-fiuned city was, however, of diofft 
duration. On the of December the Fkendi repoBaessed 
themselves of Rome, and, after destroying the fortifications in 
and around the city, marched for Naples. In a few days after- 
wards General Championnet possessed himself of the strong 
fortresses of Pescara. Aware that the city of Naples would 
soon share the same fate, King Ferdinand, with the whole of the 
loyal familv, and their attendants and valuables, embarked, on 
the 2l8t or December, on boud Lord Nd0on*s ahip, the Van- 
guard, and, in five days aften^uds, arrived at Palenno in Sicily* 

It has aheady been stated that General Buonaparte, when in 
the summer of 1797 he dissolved the Venetian Republic, pos- 
sessed himself, on behalf of the French Republic, of several of 
the islands late belonfrintr to Venice in the Adriatic. These 
were Corfu, Paxu^ Ste.-Maura, Theaki, Cephalouia, Zante, and 
Ceiwo. To these iaianda were attached, as dependencies on the 
neighbouring continent, the fortveflaes of Bntimto, Parga, Pto^ 
veza, and Vonizza. Early in the monUi of September intelli- 
sjence reached General Chabot, who had succeeded General 
Gentili in the chief command of these islands, that a combined 
Turkish and Russian fleet was waiting in the Dardanelles for a 
fair wind, to enter the Mediterranean, and commence hostilities 
.agmnst the Fmncb. 

By the early part of October a powerful army of TVuka and 
Albanians, under Ali-Pacha and hm son Mouktar, had swept 
away the French from dl the Ionian dependencies m Albania; 
and on the 6th of the month the Turco-Russian fleet* composed 
of 10 Russian sail of the line, ffnir frigates, and several corvettes 
and brigs, under Vice-admiral Ouchakow, and of about 30 
Turkish vessels, ships of the line, caravellas, corvettes, and brigs, 
under the orders of Cadir-Bey, appeared oif the island of Ceriffo. 
The Tmkiflh dtviaion had on board about 8000 troops, but Uke 
Rnaeian difiaioQ very fevr. By the 10th of October the corn- 
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bined Turks and Russians had possessed themselves, with very 
little difticulty, the garrisons being weak and the principal inha- 
bitant's in U)eir favour, of all the idands except Cori'u. The 
mmSbet of IdUediy wownded, and priaooeeB of tne Flench^ «t 
Aeio klaods and mt Hbe main land, was computed at ISOfk 

The time occupied by the enemy's fleet in reducing the other 
islands had enabled General Chabot to make the best dispoat- 
tions in his power for defending Corfu. His garrison amounted 
to only 1500 infantry, and about 300 artillerymen. The naval 
force in the port consisted of the 74-gun ship Genereux, Captain 
Le Joille, the 50-gun shipLeander (but not in a state to be very 
oaeful), 28-gan nigate Brone, Captain Gabriel Denieport, a 
bomb-vessel, a brig, and foar acmea galleys. On the 20th the 
fphole of the combined fleet came to an anchor in the Channel 
of Corfu, and in the course of a few days disembarked their 
troops. These commenced erectin<^ batteries, and, when at lengtli 
they were completed, began a cannonade upon the fortifications 
around the city. The tardy manner in which the besiegers 
proceeded ia their operations, coupled with the skilful manner in 
which the French general conducted hia defisnoe, left the iskud 
still unsubdued at the close of the year. In the mean while the 
Genereux had sailed for Ancona, and the three ex- Venetian 64m, 
Stengel, La Harpe, and Beyrard, accompanied by some trans- 
ports, had arrived off the small island of Faro, with a reinforce- 
ment of 3000 men from Ancona, intended for Corfu ; but, finding 
how aii'airs in that island were likely to terminate, the commo- 
of the squadron steered in anotlier direction. 

The VrmA naval force in Alexandria, off which port Captain 
Samuel Hood, with the three 74-gun ships the Zealous, Groliathy 
and Swiftsure, and frigates Seahorse, Emerald^ and Alcm^ne^ 
was stationed, consisted of the ex- Venetian 64-gun ships Causse 
and Dubois, French 38^un frigate Junon, and 36-gun frigates 
Alccste and Courageuse, and ex-Venetian 38-frun frigates 
Carrere and iVImron, and 32-gun frigates JLeobeu, Mantone, 
and Montenotte^ four biig-corTettes, and nine gim-hoats, 
nanned on the 26th of August, as officially reported 
in one of Rear-admiral Ganteaume's intercepted despatches, 
with 4948 officers and seamen ; the whole under the command 
of Rear-admiral Ganteaume, and subsequently of Commodoie 
Dumanoir-le-Pelley. 

It will be recoUecteti, that the above-mentioned ships, although 
they were armed en iiute on leaving Toulon with the expedition, 
brought out, and were expressly directed to equip themaelTea 
with, thar full number of guns. This accounts for their crews 
being so numerous. The Causse, for instance, appears by her 
muster-roll to have had 608 men, the Junon 368, and the Cou- 
rageuse 334. Even the transports could muster among tliera as 
many as 3017 officers and men. Exclusive of the force stationed 
at Aiexaudriay there were 16 heavy gun-vessels, under commo- 
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dore Perree^ upoQ the river I^ile, following the motions of the 
army. 

On the 22d of August the frigate Alcm^ne, Captain 

George Hope, cruising ofF Alexandria, captmed the French gun- 
boat Leg^re, cbafged with despatches for General Bnooaparte, 
Init whicn the commanding oflteer of the vessel threw overboard 
just as the Alcmtine was approachinf^ her. This act was not 
unperceivcd by two seamen of the frigate, John Taylor and 
James Hard in ; who, at the risk of their lives, the ship then 
going between five and six knots throu^ the water, dashed 
overboard and nfed the whole of them, each of these htm 
was afterwards rewarded by the city of London, with a 
pension of twenty pounds per annnnk 

On the 25th or August, at 1 a. m., Captain Foley, of the 
Goliath, despatched the boats of that ship, under the orders of 
Lieutenant William Debusk, to attack a French armed ketch, 
which was moored under the guns of the castle of Aboukir. The 
boats were soon alongside, and a spirited scuffle ensued. Lieu- 
tenant Debosk, for some time, fought hand to hand with the 
French commanding officer. At length after an obstinate r^ 
Bifltanoe of 16 minutes, the French national armed ketch Torride^ 
mounting three long 18-pounders and four swivels, with a com- 
plement of 70 men, surrendered. Her commander, Lieutenant 
de vaisseau Martin Bedar, and 10 of his men were badly 
wounded. The loss on the part of the British amounted to two 
wounded, including Lieutenant Debusk. The Torride may 
serve for a specimen of the description of sun-boat attached to 
the French fleet at the battle of the Nile. Ten or 12 such vessels, 
ina calm, woald give very serious annoyance to a line-of-battle 
ship. 

On the 2d of Soptcmbor, while Captain Hood with his squa- 
dron was cruising otf Alexandria, a cutter uiade her appearance, 
standmg towards the land. The Swiftsure and linierald fired 
several shot at her, but the cutter persisted in not bringing to, 
and at length ran aground a little to the westward of the tower 
<^Marabou. The boats were instantly despatched to bring her 
off ; but, in the mean timcj the crew of the cutter had made 
good IhL'ir landin^^, and the cutter herself was shortly afterwards 
beaten to pieces by the high surf. Tiie shore at this time pre- 
sented, as far as the eye could reach, nothing but barren, uncul- 
tivated sands: very shortly, however, several Arabs were seen 
advancing, some on horseback, others on foot. The French, 
who had quitted the cutter, now perceived their mistake ; but 
for the fate of nearly the whole of them, the discovery came too 
late. The British in the boats pulled lustily towards the shore 
in the hope of saving their unfortunate enemy, but, on account 
of the breakers, could not effect a landing in safety. A midship- 
man of tlie Emerald, Fnmcis William Fane, with a noble spirit 
of humanity, threw himself into tUe water, and swam through a 
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high surf to the shore ; pushing before him an empty barrel or 
keg, to which a rope had been affixed. By this means the cut- 
ter 8 commanding officer, Euseigne de TaiBseau Blaise Gaudrao, 
and four of his seamen were saved. It nxm appeared ti^at the 
cutter was the Anemone, of four guns and 60 men, from Malta * 
in six days, and Toulon since the 17th of July ; having on 
board Adjutant-general Camin, and Captain Valette, aide-de- 
camp to General Buona{)arte, also a courier with despatches^ 
and a small detachment of soldiers. 

The general, perceiving no possibility of escape from the 
Britidi ooats, had ordered M. Gaudran to run tne cutter on 
shore ; but the latter reprttented the danger to his yessel and 
those on board, from the hi^h surf, and particularly to all who 
landed, from the numerous nordes of wild Arabs that infested 
the coast. The general said he would cut his way through 
them to Alexandria, which was not more than two or three 
leagues off. No sooner, however, did the French land, than 
they perceived the Bedouins, who, till this time, had concealed 
themselTes .behind the numerous sand-hills near tiie spot 
Terror and dismay now seized on the general and the unfor- 
tunate victims of nis rash resolve ; nor could tlic British behold 
their distress without commiseration, although the French had 
not only, by refusing to surrender, brought it on themselves, 
but had actually fired on the British boats long after all hopes 
of escape were at an end. 

A melancholy spectacle soon forced itself upon the British in 
the boats. The Flrenoh officers and men were unresistingly 
stripped, and many of them murdered in cold blood, without 
any apparent cause. An Arab, on horseback, unslung his car- 
bine, and presenting it at the general, who, with the aide-de- 
camp, was on his knees entreatmg for mercy, drew the trigger, 
but the piece did not go ofT. The Arab immediately renewed 
the priming, and, again presenting his carbine at the general, 
shot the aide-de-camp who was kneeling a short distance in the 

Smeral's rear : the murderer, then, with a pistol, fired at the 
tter, who instantly fell. The courier endeavoured to escape, 
hut was pursued and killed. The Arab, who got possession of 
his despatches, instantly rode away with them, but, as was after- 
wards understood, restored them to the French for a sum of 
money. On the appearance of a troop of French horse from 
Alexandria, the Arabs retired to the desert with their surviving 
prisoners. 

In the eariy part of October Captain Hallowell was detached 
to Rhodes, to look after an expected reinforcement of Turkish 
ships. On the 14th the Swiftsnie reanchored off Alexandria. 

During her absence the Portuguese squadron, already named, 
under the Marcpiess de Niza, had joined Captain liood, but, 
except the Lion 64, Captain Dixon, which remained, had since 
sailed to co-operate with Captain Ball in the blockade of Malta. 

VOL. II. F 
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On the 19th two Turkish corvettes joined the British squadron 
off Alexandria, and on the 20th two Russian frigates, and 16 
Tarkifib vessels, <^iefly gun-tatt. On iBb» next day, or the 
#ay after, Captnn Hallowell wts detadwdy ^fkh wme gun» 
taitBy to tiie boy of Abookir^ferthe purpose of nokngoa attack 
mpcm the castle of that name, as well as upon the entrenched 
cnmp of the French a litUe to the eoothward of it» near iake 
Maadie. 

On the 25th the Swiftsure's launch, pinnace, and yawl, in com- 
pany with the Turkish gun-boats, on board of each of which were 
mJL oritiflhaeaineDyOOinmeneed an attack upon the oasde ; andm 
ttie evemng they letomed to the ship wiui one woonded Toik* 
On the next morning, the Sfith, fiDomg that his TVnkUk aUiea 
mm Tcry careful of their persons and would not, in consequence, 
approach near enough to the enemy to produce any cfi'ect. Cap- 
tain Hallowell sent 15 of the Swiftsure's men on board each 
boat. Thus reinforced, the gun-boats continued daily, until the 
28tb, to cannonade both the castle and the French camp, but 
wM. little effect, and with no greater loss to tin altiea then ena 
marine killed and one seainaa wonnded. 

The principal part of the mischief done to^e French camp 
arose from its having been set on fire by some shells thrown 
from the gun-boats. Owing to this, a complaint was made by 
one or more French officers, admitted to a conference on boara 
the Swiftsure, that the British had " unfairly" used such missiles 
in the battle in Aboukir bay. Captain Hallowell," proceeds 
Mr. WiUians, ^mstantly oideied the gimner io brin^ up some 
of those halls, and asked Um from iHience he had uiem. To 
the oonfusion of the aoeaeers, he related that they were found 
on board the Spartiate, one of the ships captured on the 1st of 
Atigust. As these balls were distinf]:;uishable by partirular 
marks, though in other respects alike, tlie captain ordered an 
experiment to be made, in order to ascertain the nature of them. 
The next morning I accompanied Mr. Parr, the gunner, to the 
island of Abooldr : the firet we tried piored to be a fir&>bell, hot 
•of what materials composed, we could not ascertain. As it did . 
not explode, which at first we apprehended, we loUed it into the 
sea, wnerc it continued to bum under water; a black pitchy 
substance exuding from it till only an iron skeleton of a shell 
remained. The whole had been crusted over with a substance 
that gave it the appearance of a perfect shell. On settiivs; fire 
to the fiisee of the other^ which was differently marked, it burst 
into many pieces : though somewhat alaimed, fortunatdy none 
of us were hurt.'** 

No ftuiher use seems to have been made of the Turkish gun- 
boats; and in the month of December the whole Turkish 
aquadron took its departure from the coast of £gypt. The two 

* Williams's Voyage up the Meditenaneaiv p. 145. 
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Rngnan frigfttes did the same : and so did the Don, to join Lotd 

Nelson: consequently at tlie end of the year. Captain Hood 
had with him only the ZealouB and Svvift>un« 74s, and one or 
two frigates. We will now see what naval warfare Uie year has 
produced between Great Britain and Sjjain. 

Between the tieet of Earl St. Vincent without, and the fleet of 
Don Joseph Massaredo within, the harbour of Cadiz, those pri- 
vileged spies, flasa of trace, were frequently passing : and the 
two admirals, and indbad Ae two nations, behaved to each oiher 
with all that courtesy which distinguishes polished from bai^ 
banan belligerents. As it was not an inferionty of force, it most 
have been either an excess of good breeding;, or a deficiency of 
enterprise, that prevented the Spanish fleet from attempting to 
sail out, while the British fleet cruised od" the port. On the 
12th of April, however, when a strong ofl*-shore gale presented a 
fikvoorable oppoitonityy the Honarea 74 and two frigates, with 
a small merchant convoy in charge, allowed themselves to be 
driven before it, and got fairly to sea. 

On the 24th of May the arrival from Encrland of a reinforce- 
ment of eight sail of the line, commanded by Rear-admiral Sir 
RoEjer Curtis in the Prince 98, allowed the in-shore squadron of 
the Fame numerical force, under the orders of Captain Trou- 
bridge, to pass into the Mediterranean, as has already been 
stated. The jadicioas manner in winch exchange of Ae two 
aquadroiis was effected, so as to deceive the Spaniards, has also 
been r^ted,* Tlie continued inactive state of the Cadiz fleet 
leaves us now at liberty to attend to a small expedition, which 
Earl 8t.-Vincent, in the latter end of October, detached against 
the island of Minorca. 

On the 7th of November Commodore John Thomas Duck- 
worth appeared off Minorca with his own ship, the Leviathan 
74, Captain Henry Digby, Centanr 74, Caotain Thomas Mark- 
bam, 44-gmi ships Argo, Captain James Bowen, and Dolphin, 
Captain Josiah Nisbet, 28-gun frigate Aurora, Captain Thomas 
(rordon Caulfield, 20-gun ship Coniiorant, Captain Lord Mark 
llobert Kerr, and 16-p:un ship-sloop Peterel, Captain Charles 
Long; also the anncd trnnsports Ulyfi«;os, Captain Thomas 
Pressland, Calcutta, Captain Richard Poulden, and Coroman- 
del, Lieutenant Robert SmMonds, hired armed cutter Constitu- 
tion, Lieutenant John Whiston, and several merchant transports, 
having on board a detachment of troops commanded by Grenoral 
the HonouiaUe Chaiks Stuart, deatined for the reduction of the 
island. 

The squadron bjj-ought to within five miles of the port of 
Fournclla; but, in consequence of the wind blowing directly 
out of this harbour, the transports proceeded to Addaya creek, 
not far distant, accompanied by the Argo, Aurora, and Cormo- 

^ Be6 p. 15S» 
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rant In the mean time the two line-of*battIe ships, for whom 
there was neither space nor depth of water in the creek, kept 
plying on and off the harbour of Foumella, in order to create a 

diversion in that quarter. As the smaller vessels rounded the 
northern point of Addaya creek, a battery of eight 12-pounder8 
fired one g;un at them ; but, as soon as the Argo and her two 
consorts presented their broadsides to view, the people stationed 
at the battery spiked their enns, blew np their magazine, «md 
fled. The tranoports, after this, got in without damage, and by 
11 A.M. landed one battalion of troops, without the slightest 
opposition. The men immediately took possession of a noi(2;h- 
bounnc^ heip:ht ; and, with the assistance of a cannonade fVora 
the three covering ships, drove off two divisions of Spanish troops 
that were advancuig to regain possession of the battery at the 
point. By 6 p. m. the whole of the troops, along with eight 
o-pounder field-pieces, two howitzers, and eight days' provisions, 
were safe on shore. 

On the same evening the Leviathan and Centaur, who to 
facilitate the disembarkation had anchored just off the entrance 
of the creek, weighed, and, with the Argo, turned up to Four- 
nella ; while the Aurora and cormorant, with seven transports, 
proceeded, by way of a diversion, off Port-Mahon. On arriving 
off the harbour of Fournella, the commodore found that the 
garrison had abandoned the forts : he then, after directing the 
Centaur and Leviathan to cruise off Fournella and Addaya, to 
prevent succours from being thrown in, shifted his broad-pendant 
to the Argo, and, with the able assistance of Captain Bowen, 
landed the supplies for the army. 

Alter driving off the enemy at Addaya, the troops proceeded 
on their march to Mercadal ; which they entered without resist- 
ance, the Spaniards having retired to Cindadella, and thence to 
Mahon. On the 9th a detachment of 300 men, under Colonel 
Paget, marched to Mahon, and compelled FortpCharles to 8ur> 
render; whereby the colonel was enabled to remove the boom 
across the entrance of the harhour, and afford a free passage 
from without to the Aurora and Cormorant. The tran>iports 
that had been in company with these ships, as well as those left 
in Addaya creek, had in the mean time been removed to Four- 
nella, as a more safe and commodious harbour. 

Late on the evening of the llth-Oommodore Duckworth, who 
had shifted his broad-pendant back to the Leviathan, and then 
lay at anchor in Fournella, received information that four ships 
"supposed to be of the line," were seen between the islands of 
Minorca and Majorca. The commodore instantly put to sea 
with the Leviathan, Centaur, and Argo, and the men-of-war 
transports, Calcutta, Coromandel, aud Ulysses, (each ship with 
a fifth of her crew on shore), and steered towards Cindadella. 
At daybreak on the I3th, Cindadella bearing east by south 
distant eight or nine miles, five ships were seen from the mast- 
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heady standing for that port. Chase was instantly given ; where- 
upon the stranfje squadron, which consisted ot the Spanish 
40-trim frigates Flora and Proserpine, and 34-gun frigates Santa- 
Cazilda and Pomona, with their prize, the late Bntish sloop 
Peterel, captured at noon on the preceding day, hauled to the 
mad for Majorca. The Peterel, hauling more up than the rest, 
ivas pursued and recaptured hy the Argo ; while the remainder 
of the British ships continued in chase of the four Spanish 
frigates. At 11 p.m. the Leviathan, taking with her the Cal- 
cutta and Ulysses, returned to Ciudadella ; as, in the course of 
the next day, the 14th, did the Centaur and Coromandel, the 
Spanish frigates having completely outsailed their pursuers. It 
appears that the Spaniards had behaved extremely ill to the 
officers and crew of the Peterel, having plundered them of almost 
every thing. The chief part of the clotnes belonging to Captain 
Long and his oflScers, however, are represented to have been 
subsequently recovered. This charge of ill-usage was officially 
contradicted in the Madrid Gazette of the 12tii of the following 
April, but was, nevertheless, essentially true. 

Upon his return, on the morning of the 16th, off Ciudadella, 
Conmiodore Duckworth found that, owing to the active measures 
pursued by Greneral Stuart, the town had been summoned on 
the 14th, and that on the 15th the whole island had surren- 
dered on terms of capitulation, without the loss of a single 
British subject. The Spanish troops, composing the diH'erent 
garrisons on the island, amounted to between 3U00 and 4000 
men. A great quantity of ordnance and ordnance-stores was 
taken in the forts ; and in tiie arsenal at Mahon was found abun- 
dance of naval stores. No Spanish ship of war was afloat in 
any of the harbours ; but the Keel and stem**frame of a man-of- 
war brig was found on the stocks at Port-Mahon, with the 
whole of her timbers and rigging, and a part of her clothing. 
The vessel was afterwards completed, and launched as the Port- 
Mahon. She measured 277 tons, and is now the police-depot 
moored oft Somerset-house. Several gun-boats were also taken, 
but none of any value. Of merchant vessels there were three ; 
a ship of 640 Urns, partly laden with cotton, gum, and drugs, a 
ship of 200 tons, in ballast, a xebec of 60 tons, laden with horn, 
ana four small tartans. 

The conduct of the British seamen and marines, that had been 
detached from their respective ships to serve on shore, was on 
this, as we have shown it to have been on many other occa- 
sions, of the most exemplary description ; so much so, as to call 
forth from Geneial Stuart the following written testimonial, 
addressed to Lieutenant William Buchanan, second of the 
Leviathan, under whose orders the men had been placed ; I 
have the honour to return you, and the gentlemen employed on • 
shore under your command, my sincere thanks for your activity, 
zealy and assistance, in forwarding the light artillery of the 
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army ; neither can too much praise be given to the seamen, for 
tlieir friendly and cbeerfiil ezertioM under very hard labovTy 

exertions which vrere accompanied with a propriety of behaviour 
which I greatly attribute to your management, and which wiU 

ever merit my acknowledgments." 

For his services on this occasion, General Stuart was made a 
knight of the bath ; but Commodore Duckworth, who, according 
to a letter from Earl St.-Vincent to Earl Spencer, expected to 
be created a baronet, received no mark of royal favour. Witk- 
out waitins to discuss the merits of the commodore's claims, we 
shall merely state, that he found a false friend in bim whom he 
lequested to urge them. Let Earl St.-Vincent be judged by hk 
own words : " Commodore Duckworth will, I am sure, represent 
jne as lukewarm to the profession if I do not at least state his 
expectations, which, I understand from Captain Digby, are, to 
be created a baronet. It is certainly very unusual for a person, 
detached as he was, under a plan and instruction from his comr 
mander-in-«hief, from which the drcumstanees attending the 
enterprise did not require the smallest deviation, to he dis- 
tinguished in the manner be looks for. Very difierent was the 
case of General Stuart, who received his instructions from the 
secretary of the war department, and was himself a commander- 
in-chief."* Had Captain Brenton, whom no one can aecuse of 
being "lukewarm " in Earl St.-Vincent's cause, instead of pub- 
lishing this letter, thrown it into the fire, he would have escaped 
the charge so expressively conveyed in the poeCs deprecation^ 
" Save me from my friends ! ** 

So much had the Camperdown defeat damped the energies 
and crippled the resources of the Dutch, that no fleet which 
they could assemble dared to show itself outside of the Texel. 
Kor, even were every one of the 16 ships that had met Admiral 
Duncan restored to her station in the Batavian line, would the 
aggregate &xe» have been able to contend asainst'the united 
fleets, which now cruised between Hdland and England. The 
connnand of the British North-sea fleet still remained with 
Admiral Lord Duncan ; who had under liis oiders 16 sail of the 
line (four 74s and twelve 64s), besides more than double that 
number of 50-gun ships, frigates, and sloojis. The Russian 
Vice-admiral ISIackarofi cruised also on the same station, with 
10 bail of the inie, of which number seven were 74-guu ships. 



LIGHT 8QUADB0HS AlTD 8IVOI.X SHIPS. 

On the 3d of January, at 6 a.m., the British armed sloop or 
tender George, of six ^uns (3 or 4 pounders) and 40 men, com- 
manded by JLieuteuaut Michael Mackey, being on her passage 

• BiCDtaii, vcL H., p. 348. 
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from Demerara to Martinique, discovered on her lee bow, and at 
Oiice bore down upon, two sail, wliich proved to be Spanish 
privateers ; one, a cutterj of 12 guns and 109 men, the otlier at 
•c b oo p t r, of MX guot Md 68 nou An Mtka imuMdiately 
MnnoMed bctwean the Geom, i^nea oft the tterboardy and tli% 
two privateers on the larboard tack. At the expiration of 40 
■linutesy the two latter evinced an inteatkm to boaiiL The helm 
of the George was instantly put a-Iee, in order to preserve the* 
weather-gage ; but the sloop unfortunately missed stays, and, iu. 
the act of wearing, fell on board the cutter. The schooner 
havii^ now gained a position on the George's weather quarter^ 
tefa vwaels ninadmtely grappled tie sloop, and nade twQ 
^igopout Imt QBMeeesafal afttonpls to boaid* H«f iag^ in i3m% 
in a u lts, killed tlM Ckoige's saihng^master and seven men, and 
wounded her commander and 16 men, the two privateers, attlia 
third attempt, carried the British vessel ; but not without having 
paid dearly for their victory, their uniteid l08S amr^i^nf^ir^ to ^ 
men killed, and many more wounded. 

A more heroic defence than this little aOair exhibits has 
«eklom been wtteeased. The George, at the moment hw 
^okmn were ilroek, had lost more than half of her crew; that 
crew having been originally lees by tbxee-lburths than the 
number of her opponents. 

On the 5th of January, at 11 p.m., Ushant bearins: east- 
north-east distant 94 leaj^ues, the British 18-pounder* 40-guji 
fingate Pomone, Captain Robert Carthew Reynolds, steering tQ 
the eastward with a fresh breeze at westrsouth-west, cross^ a 
ship standing under easy sail to the north-west Chase was i«« 
stant]y given ; and, as die stranger, deceived probably by the 
thickness of ihb weather as to the PoBione's strength, made no 
eft'ort .to escape, the two ships were presently alongside. An 
action now commenced ; nor was it until the strange ship, whose 
force was only 26 guns, had lost her miztuimist, and received 
eight shuts between wind and water, that her crew called out 
ibr quarter. 

Possession was forthwith taken of the Chen privateer, Irom 
Nantes, Captain Chassin, mounting, on her main or ringle deck, 
^6 long 12, 18, and 24 pounders, mixed, with a complement of 

2S0 men ; of whom 15, mcluding her gallant commander, were 
killed, and 19 wounded. The jjiivatecr's lire had done some 
injury to the Pomono, having killed one, and wounded four of 
her men ; and, besides cutting awav much of her standing 
figging, bad so damaged the foi« ana main masts, that it be* 
«une neoeBsary for their immediate pfcservation to fish them. 

As soon as the prisoners had been shifted, and the Pomone's 
carpenters had plugged the principal shot-holes in the prize, the 
Pomone prapaied to take her in tow ; when the ofiioec in om- 
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2iiaiid bailed* tbat she was sinking. All the boats of the fiigate 
went immediately to the Cberi's assistance ; but no efforts could 

aave her. Scarcely had the PomoDc's people and the wounded 
been taken from her, than the Cheri sank alongside ; affording 
an indubitable proof that her unfortunate crew had not called 
for quarter until every hope of success had fled. 

On the 8th of January, at daylight, the Burlings bearing east 
distant 50 leagues, the British IS-guu brig-sloop Kinghsher 
(6-poiiiider8), Captain Charles Herwrt Pierrepont, discovered 
en her weatiber quarter a strange ship^ which soon afterward* 
bore up and stood towards her. At 9 A. v. the Kingfisher 
tacked; and at 9h. 30 m. a.m. the stranger, which was the 
French privateer Betsey, of 16 French 6-ponnders, hoisted her 
colours and began firing. The Kingfisher, then on the opposite 
tack, opened her fire in passing ; the Betsey did the same ; but 
the cannonade was too distant to be very eflective. The Betsey 
then wore rouid; and the Kin^sher, being unable to gain the 
weathergage, shortened sail, m order that her opponent might 
get abreast of her. The Bets^ was presently alongside to wind- 
ward, and a smart action ensued. After it had continued for an 
hour and a quarter, the Kingfisher's jib-boom was shot away^ 
and the Betsey, taking advantage of that, and of the prevailing 
light wind, ran ahead under all sail, firing her stern-chasers as 
soon as she could bring them to bear. Another jib-boom 
baling been got ont, and the wind freshening, the K.ingfisher 
iras enabled, By 1 p. m., to overtake her opponent, and renew the 
action. The latter hdd out for half* an uonr longer, and then 
fiorrendered. 

In this well contested and mutually creditable action, the 
Kingfisher sustained but very trifling damage in hull, rigging, 
or sails; and, out of a complement of 120 men and boys, had 
only one man slightly wounded. The Betsey, out of a comple- 
ment of 118, lost one seaman killed, her first and second captains^ 
and six seamen wounded, three of them mortally, and the re- 
mainder badly. 

On the 16th of January, early in the morning, as the British 
20-gun ship Babet, Captain Jammett J\Iainwariiig, was cruising 
about midway between the islands of Martinique and Dominique, 
an armed schooner was observed standing towards her. Soon 
afterwards tbewmd died awav ; and the schooner, havmg made 
out the Babet to be a man of war, took to her sweeps and rowed 
off. Hiis afforded to IVIr. Samuel Pym, first lieutenant of the 
ship, an opportunity of volunteering an attempt to capture the 
schooner by the boats. Accordingly Lieutenant Pym, with the 
pinnace and launch, containing between them 24 men, proceeded 
on the service. 

After rowing four hours, and reaching a distance of three 
leagues fit>m the ship, the boats arrived withm gun-abot of the 
schooner ; who immediately opened her fire upon them. The piik- 
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nace, having out-pulled the launch, was the first boat alongside. 
Lieutenant Pym and his 12 men at once boarded, and in spite 
of a very stremioiis opporitioD, carried tlie schooner. She 
vroved to be the D^r6^ of six carriage-guns (4-potindersy pro- 
oably) and 46 men; of whom she had three killed, eight 
drowned^ and 15 badly wounded. The pinnace sustained a loss 
of one seaman killed, one marine drowned, a midshipman, Mr. 
Aslinhurst, and four seamen badly wounded, and Lieutenant 
Pym and the remainder of his boat's crew slightly wounded. 
The launch, much to the regret of those on board of her, did 
not reach the schooner till her eolourg were in the act of being 
stmck. Few enterprises of this description, bold as they com- 
monly are eihibit M muck galinrtiy the captom of the 
J^esiree schooner. 

On the 23d of January, in latitude 60° north, longitude 12 
west, the British 36-gun frigate Melampus, Captain Graham 
Moore, came up with and engaged the French corvette Volage, 
of 22 guns (20 long 8s and two long 18s) and 195 men; which, 
after a short but dose action, struck her colours. The Melam- 
pus had two men mortally, and three dangerously wounded ; 
The Volage, four killed and eight wounded. 

The pnze, although a national ship, had been lent to certain 
merchants of Nantes, and by them been fitted out as a cruiser. 
Her commander M. Desageneaux, according to his own account, 
was a capitaine de fregate, and his officers also appear to have 
belonged to the national marine ; but, in the present instance, 
they all had a cojige, or furlough for three months, to enable 
them to serve on board a ship, then in the temporary employ of 
private individuals. The Volage was a fine corvette measuring 
623 tons, and was added to the British navy as a 20-gun ship. 

On the 3d of February, at daylight, Vigo bearing east dis- 
tant about 17 leagues, the British 14-gun brig-sloop, Speedy, 
(4-pounder8), Captain Hugh Dovvnman, discovered a strano;e 
brig, with all sail set, bearing down on her. This was the 
French privateer Paplllon, a large brig of 360 tons, mounting 
14 guns (but pierced for 18), four of them described as long 12s, • 
and the remainder long 8-pounders, with a crew of 160 men. 
At 3 p. M. the Papillon, being about half a mile from the Speedy, 
hauled to the wind, and opened her fire. Whereupon the Speedy 
made sail to close, engaging her adversary until 5 h. 30 m. p.m.; 
when the latter tacked and stood oli. The Speedy also went 
about and continued to engage until 7 h. 30 m. p. h. ; when 
the Papillon, profiting by her superiority of sailing and the light- 
ness of the wind, got out of gun-shot. Owing to tlic great 
swell that prevailed, the Speedy received no other injury than a 
shot through her fore topmast, and some damage to her rigging. 
It now fell calm, and the two vessels, in spite of every eiibrt at 
the Speedy's sweeps, separated. 

At midnight the privateer fired several guns at, and ultimately 
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cecaptured, a brig which the Speedy had the day before takea 
from the Spaniards ; and on board of which the master, Mi. 
ManhalV with 12 wuiwik had heoi placed. No aaoMr^ how^ 
. «very did these discover what &te was awakiag theiii» than fiiit 

battening below the 12 Spaniards that were oa bowd, Mr. 
Marshall and his men took to their boat, and fortunately reached 
• their vessel although she was four leagues to windward. 

On the 4th, at daylight, came a breeze of wind, that enabled 
the Speedy to fetch up to her antagonist. At 8 a. m. the latter, 
being witmn gun-shot, tacked and made sail, rowing at the same 
tiiae with her sweqpe. Hie chase waa contimaed without ^et 
until noon ; when the Papillon, finding that aba had the heeb 
4)f the British vessel, shortened sai], wore» and stood towards 
her, with a red flag flying at the main topgallantmast head* 
At half an hour after noon, havini; uijaiii got within gun-shot, 
the Speedy recommenced the engiigement with the wind upon 
the larboard quarter. At 2 p. m. just as the privateer's 6je begaa 
to slacken, and the Speedy was about to lay her on board, the 
Ibnner wore, and came to the wind on the starhoaid tack ; bnt^ 
finding the Speedy close upon her starboard quarter, the Papil- 
Ifm took the advantage of the Speedy's braces and bow-lines 
being shot away, and put before the wind under all sail. The 
Speedy immediately wore after her; the two vessels firing 
musketry at each other for 20 minutes. The cliase was con- 
tinued, with every sail the Speedy could set, until 7 p.m.; by 
which time the PapiUon had run heisdtf com{)letelY out of sight. 
The Speedy then hauled to the wind, makiiM^ short tacka all 
night, in the hope to fall in with her prize. Fortunately day* 
lii;ht on the 6th showed tlie latter to windward ; and, at 10 a.m. 
the brig was retaken with 10 Frenchmen on board, part of the 
crew of tlie Papillon. 

The Speedy lost one lieutenant (Richard Dutton), her boat- 
swain, and three seamen killed, and four badly wounded. The 
loss on board the Papillon, althov^h from her discontinuing the 
engagement in all likelihood severe, could not of course be ascer- 
tain^ especially as the captured portion of her crew had 
quitted her on the previous night. From the decided disparity 
of force in this action, the result, although a trophiless one to 
the Britisli briii', was hiahlv creditable to the bravery and disci- 
pline of her olHcers and crew. The Speedy had received so 
much damage in her masts, bowsprit, main boom, and spars 
generally, as well as in her rig^ng, both standing and runmng, 
that she was compelled to put mto Lisbon to refit 

On the 26th ot February, at 7 a.m., Cromer, bearing west- 
south- west, distant 16 leagues, the British hired armed cutter 
Marquis-Cobourg, of twelve 4-pounders and 66 men and boys. 
Lieutenant Charles Webb, after a nine hours* chase and a run of 
100 miles durintx half the time before a hard trale of wind at west- 
north-west, came up with the French lugger-privateer Revanche^ 
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«f 16giixis and 62 men ; and to a smart fiie firam whose musketry 
and stem-cbasera, the Cobourg bad been expoied for the laat 

two hours of the nine. A spirited action now ensued, during 
which the lugger made two attempts to board the cutter, but 
was repulsed. After a two hours' running fight, close alongside, 
a well-directed broadside from the Cobourg shot away the 
EereB^'ft mmn and toaam masts by the h^td, juad also her 
lore yard ; wherenpon the privateer's men caUed for quarter. 

No sooner was the Revanche taken poesession ot, than she 
was found to be sinking, the effects of more than 40 shots which 
the lugger had received between wind and water. The utmost 
promptitude was used iu shitung the prisoners, and getting back 
the Cobourg's people, who had been placed in possession ; nor 
was it without the utmost diihculty that the whole were saved 
from going to the bottom in the prize. The Gihourg had 
avstained considenible damage in her spsiSy sails, and rigging; 
Imt was fortunate enough to escape with only two men wounded. 
Her fire, on the other hand, hafl killed seven, and wounded eight 
men belonging to the lugger, described as the laigest that sailed 
out of Cahiis. 

On the 2:2d of March, at 7 A. M., as the British 74-gun ship 
Canada, Captain Sir John Borlase Warren, 44-guD frigate AnsoOy 
Captain Philip Charies ]>arham, and 38-gun hrigate Phaetooy 
Captain the Honoarable Robert Stopford, were cruising about 
. eigot leagues to the westward of rointe-Rousonirez, coast of 
France, with a moderate breeze at north-north-east, the Anson 
discovered a strange ship in the east quarter, standing to the 
southward. This was the French 36-gun Irigate Charente, 
Captain Alain- Adelaide-Marie Bruilhac, a few days from 
Roehefort, bound to Cayenne, with 193 nnfoctonate people, 
banished for their politiou sins to that unhealthy climate. 

The chase continued throughont the day, with light and variable 
Ineezes; and at 1 h. 30 m* A.M. on the 23d, the Phaeton ^ot 
near enough to open a fire upon the Charente; who, after 
returning the fire with her stern-chasers, hauled up for the chan- 
nel d^s Graves, or southern passage into the river Gironde. 
This change of course brouglit the Chaiente within the range of 
the Canada's guns ; and seTsral broadndes were interchanged 
nntil about 4 a. m., when the Canada struck on a sand-buik, 
and remained fast. 

The 74's signal for assistance occasioned a discontinuance of 
the chase by the Phaeton and Anson ; and the Charente, after 
grounding on the Olives, and being obliged, in consequence, to 
throw the greater part if not the whole of her guns overboard, 
reached the river of Boixieaux. What loss, if auy, the Charente 
aostaiBed ty the five of the Phaeton and Canada, we are miable 
to state ; bat we believe the ship was greatly damaged by get- 
ting on shore : not, howcTer, to tiie extent, as Sir Jonn Warren 
m hia public letter states, qf ** being bilged," or the French 
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IHfinte would have remained where she had stnick, instead of 
■mine again on a cniise as the C^iarente snbsequently did. 
The Cauada remained on the sand-bank about two hours and a 
half: when, having started 20 tons of water and being favoured 
by the rise of the tide, the ship floated off, making 14 inches of 
water per hour. 

Great credit was undoubtedly due to Captain Bruilhac, for 
his persevering and, as we have seen^ successful efforts to save 
his ship from captm by a force so snperior; and we are a little 
surprised that no account of the escape of the Charente should 
have found its way into any French naval work, especially as 
the French minister of marine made a public boast oif the Cha- 
Tente*s performance. 

On the 17th of April, the British kinf2;'s schooner Recovery, 
of ten 3-pounders, and trom 40 to 50 men and boys, commanded 
by Lieutenant William Ross, being on a cruise in the West 
Indies, fell in with the Frencli piivateei^sehooner Revanche, of 
10, believed to have been 4 ^unders, and 64 men, commanded 
by Citizen Antoinc Martin. The latter hove to for the Recovery, 
who was to windward, and reserved her fire until she got within 
pistol-fehot. At theend of a 45 minutes' mutual cannonade, the 
Kevanclio, having; had all her sails but the standing-jib cut to 
pieces, attempted to escape by the aid of her sweeps ; but the 
Recovery, having her sails perfect, easily kept way with her 
antagonist, and at length compelled the lUvanche to surrender. 

The French privateer had three men killed and nine wounded, 
four of them dangerously. The Recovery did not have a man 
hurt, and suffered no j^reatcr damage than one gun dismounted 
and a few small shot in her masts. Lieutenant Ross describes 
his crew as consisting chiefly of young; and inexperienced boys 
and lads, and yet declares that their conduct would have done 
honour to the most experienced seamen. 

On the 7th of May, as the British 14-gun brig-sloop Vio- 
toiieuse. Captain Edward Stirling Dickson, was passing to 
leeward of Guaddoupe, having in charge the trade from Trinidad 
to St.-Kitt's, two French privateers, a schooner of 12 guns and 
80 men, and a sloop of six e:nns and 50 men, bore down for the 
pur[)ose of carrying:; the brig by boarding. The Victorieuse soon 
compelled the sloop, which was the Brutus, Captain Rousel, to 
Strike her colours ; with a loss of four killed, and four wounded. 
Owing to CSaptain Dickson's not being able to chase ht from 
his convoy, tne schooner effected her escape; but evidently 
with considerable <4laniage, and no doubt a proportionate loss. 
The Victorieuse sustained no loss whatever. 

We do not know the calibers of the trnns of these privateers, 
tut, taking the number of men on board each as a 2:iiido, we 
should consider that* the guns were 4, or, at most, (j pounders. 
With respect to the Victoneuse, she was an anomaly as a 14-gun 
brig. Her establishment of guns and men, as ordered for her on 
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the 6th. of October, 1795, soon after her captaie from the 

French, were 12 long 1'2-poanders, and two 36-pounder carron- 
ades, with a crew of 130 men and bovs : and the size of the 
Victorieuse perhaps justified the armament, as she measured 349 
tons. A contemporary describes the Victorieuse as mounting 
in this action " foarteen G-pounders against this statement 
we ha^e nothing to offer, bat the admiralty-order fixbg the brig's 
establishment* 

Although somewhat out of chronological order, we will here 
narrate another creditable performance by Captain Dixon, and 
those under his command. 

On the 3d of December, at 2 a. m., the Victorieuse and 14-gun 
brig-sloop Zephyr, Captain Wjiiiam Champain, havin^received 
on board, by order of Gdonel Picton, commanding atTrinidad, 
a major and 40 men of the York Rangers, landed the troops, 
alon^ with a party of seamen near the river Caribe, in the island 
of Margarita, in order to attack the forts (how many, or of what 
force, does not appear in the official letter) in the rear, while the 
two brigs cannonading them in front; but, at daylight, the 
Spanish commandant sent to beg the British not to fire, as lie 
would give them immediate possession. This he did ; and the 

funs were brought off, and the troops re-embarked. The two 
rigs then made sail for the port of Gurupano, on the same 
island, and at 4 p. m. arrived there. Observing a French priva- 
teer in the harbour. Captain Dickson sent in a flag of truce, to 
say to the commartdant of the fort, that the liritish were deter- 
romed to take out the privateer, and warninii iiim not to fire at 
them. The commandant replied that he would protect the 
vessel, which was the Couleuvre, of six guns and 80 men, and 
that the British should give him up the guns they had taken at 
Rio-Caribe. 

No time was now to be lost; and, having landed Major Lau- 
reil with the troops, also 30 seamen detached from the two brigs, 

and commanded bv Lieutenants William Case and M'Ren- 

scy. Captain Dickson anchored with the Victorieuse and Zephyr, 
and opened a smart fire on both forts, one of which mounted 
four, the other two guns. In 10 minutes the troops and seamen, 
amounting together to no more than 70 men, carried the lower 
fort; and immediately the Spanish flag at the upper fort was 
hauled down and replaced by a French one. At the end of five 
minutes more, this fort also surrendered. The number of men 
that garrisoned the two forts, was estimated at 300 ; and who, 
as well as the crew of the privateer efiected their escape. The 
Couleuvre and the guns on shore were carried oil, and the forts 
destroyed. The casualties to the British were two men killed 
and two wounded, and some slight damage to the masts and 
rigging of the Victorieuse* 

« 

* BrentoobVoL U*, p. 4il. 
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On the 4th of May, at 4 a. m., as a small British squadron, 
composed of the 38-gun frigate Arethusa, Captain Thomas Wol- 
ley, 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Nir^er, Captain Edward Griffith, 
and 44-gun ship Argo, Captain James Bowen, was cruising off 
the mouth of the river Seine, a fishing-boat pulled alongside 
the Am, and was fonnd to have on bond Captain Sir Sidney 
Sflutby Xientenant John Westley Wright, and two Fieoch 
tlemen, one of whom was Sir Sidney's narticalar ftiend, Mr* 
Phelipeaux. This party had effected tneir escape from the 
temple at Paris, by means, as it would appear, of a forged order 
of removal to another prison, planned and executed by Mr, 
Phelipeaux. Sir Sidney and his companions proceeded straight 
to Rouen ; and, embarking there in a boat, reached the British 
squadron as alieady rdated. The moment he learnt who were 
the persons reoeiveii out of the French fishiDg-boiit, Captain 
Wolley directed Captain* Bowen to part company for England ; 
and oa the 6tli, in the evening, the Argo came to at Spithead. 

On the 16th of June the jBritish 12-pounder 32-gun frigate 
Aurora, Captain Henry Din;by, cruisins^ off the bay of Curmes 
on the north-west coast of Spain, sent two of her boats, under 
the orders of Lieutenant Henry Lloyd, to destroy some vessels 
fHiich had just nm in there for shelter. The boate, covered in 
their approach by the frigate, succeeded in baming a brigantine 
hMlen with hemp and iron, and in scuttling a schooner laden 
with various merchandise, and got back to the Aurora with 
three men wounded, two of them slightly, by musketry from the 
\illaf;e or town at the bottom of the bay, and by a wall-piece 
mounted on an adjacent height. 

On the 19th, while standing in for Cape Prior, in thick hasy 
vreather, with the wind lirom the westward, the Aurora dis* 
covered an enemy's ship, carrying 18 or 20 guns, and five 
merchant brigs, standing along the land to the eastward, in the 
direction of the liarbour of Ccdeira ; which, at about 4 p. ^r., 
the armed ship and convoy all entered. The Aurora imme- 
diately stood in after the vessels, and at 4 h. 30 m. opened a fort 
on the north-east side of the town ; which, as well as the ship, 
now with Ftech colours flying, commenced a fire upon, the 
Aurora. This the frigate promptlv returned, but, soon losing 
the wind and being nearly undJodked, found it necessary, with 
the way she still possessed, to tacfc, Slid stand out At about 
6 p. M. tlie Aurora, by towing and sweeping, got out of the 
harbour without dama<ie or loss ; having left two of the brigs on 
shore, the corvette or ]»nvutccr at the extremity of the harbour^ 
and the fort damaged, and, it was thought, silenced. 

On the 22d the Aurora, being then onihe south shore of the 
bay of Biscay, off' Cape Machichicao, chased a ship, apparently 
a corvette or privateer of 20 guns, scudding before a north-west 
wind. At about 3 h, 30 m. p. m., on discovering the Aurora 
to be a frigate, the ship hauled in for the land, and, hoisting 
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WieaA ebkmrsy nohond iridi tiiree cables ahead in an openiiig 
mder a fort at or near to a place called Baquio. At 4 p. m. the 
Aurora brought to within half ^im-shot of the ship, and opened 
upon her so well-directed and etiectual a fire, that by the fourth 
broadside her cables and masts were shot uway, and she soon 
aftenvards drifted on shore, the sea making a fair breach over 
ker« The Britiih fijg&tB iumt made Mil, to wefttim the eastern 
hadf end at kngdi gwce ee dcd, carrying out from 13 to 19 
Miomt' watov m Ibft firing «t her all the while, hot wMioet 
effect. 

On the 21st of June, at daybreak, his Britannic majesty's 
packet Princess-Royal, Captain John Skinner, of six guns (two 
6s and four 4s) and 32 men and boys, exclusive of 17 passen- 
gers, nine days firom Falmouth, on her way to New-York with 
a mail, M m widi the French brig-piimteer Aveotarier, of 16 
gmn (14 lon^ 4-pounden^ and tiro l3-po«ider carronades) and 
§5 men and boys. At 5 A. iff. the privateer made sail alter the 
pedcet ; who, on her part, crowded all sail to get away, bat 
without much effect, the prevailing light air and smooth see 
giving an advantage to the former in the use of her numerous 
sweeps. At 7 p, m. the Aventurier, hoisting English colours, 
fired a shot, which the Princess-Royal returned. The privateer 
fired anoAer ahoty and then dnmped in the wake of the packet, 
■B if iDtending to deCer the attaclL wi^ daylight 

On the 2^, at 3 h. 30 m. a. m., the Aventurier came sud- 
denly up within pistol-shot, and fired a hroadside, accompanied 
by musketry. This the Princess-Royal, having brought five of 
her six guns, including tiie two 6-pounders, to bear on one side, 
returned with spirit. One of the 6-pounders was commanded 
by a lieutenant, who was going cot to join the 64-gun ship St. 
Albana; and the male passengers kept 14 muskets in constant 
use. Captain Skinner was unable to use one^ faaTiiif lost his 
right arm on board a frigate in the former war. Aner a two 
hours* engagement, the French privateer took to her sweeps and 
rowed oft". One of the packet's 6-pounders was now brought 
to bear as a stem-chaser, and struck the privateer twice in the 
counter, to the evident confusion of the people on board. At 
6 A. M. the privateer being entirely oat of gun-shot, the packet 
ceased firing, and eommenced rniuring her damages, which 
were rather serious. Her sails and rigging were maA cut, aJae 
her spare spars and boats : several round shot had struck the 
hull, and one large one had entered the counter ; but yet the 
Princess-Royal had not a man hurt. On board the privateer, 
were 30 English and American prisoners. From some of these 
it was afterwards ascertained, that the Aventurier had all her 
masts shot through and her sails and rigging much cut, had 
leoeired 19 shot in her bull below tiie wfdes, and sustained a 
loss of two men killed and firar wounded. Her injuries, indeed. 
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were so o^reat, that the privateer was compelled to break up her 
cruise and return to Bordeaux to refit. Such a result did ^reat 
credit to the skill, as well as gallantry, of tlie packet's crew; 
nor must we ouiit to state that, when all tlie 4-pound cartridges 
were consoinedi Captain Skinnei^a lister and her maid em* 
ploved themselves in the hread-room in making new ones. 

On ti&e 26U& of June, at 4 p. m., the British 38-gun frigate 
Seahorse, Captain Edward James Foote, cruising on the coast 
of Sicily, fell in with the French 36-g^un frigate Sensible, Cap- 
tain Bourdc. Being charged with despatches, and having the 
general of division Buraguay-d''Hilliers and his suite, with a 
quantity of valuables on board, which she had brought from 
Malta and was carrying to Toulon, the Sensible crowded sail to 
escape. The chSse^ the latter part of it a mnning fight, con- 
tinued until 4 A. K. on the 27th ; when, the island of PanteUaria 
bearing west-north-west distant 12 leagues, the Seahorse came 
up with the Sensible. A close action now commenced, and con- 
tinued for eight minutes; when the Sensible, having, besides 
much damage in her masts and rigging, received several shot in 
her hull, 36 of them between wind and water, and sustained a 
soYere loss in killed and wounded, hauled down her colouri. 

The Seahorse, out of a complement, including some seamen 
belonging to the Culloden, of 292 men and hoys, had one sea- 
man and one drummer killed, her first lieutenant (David Wii- 
mot, slightly), 13 seamen, one corporal, and one private of 
marmcs wounded. According to the British official account, * 
the Sensible, out of a crew, including a few passengers, of 300, 
had 18 men killed, her first and second captains, and 35 men 
wounded ; but, according to the French accounts, the Sensible's 
loss amounted to 25 killed, and 56 wounded. 

The fact, that the Seahorse mounted 46 guns, consisting of 
long 18 and 9 pounders, and (14 it appears) 32-poimder carron- 
ades, and the Sensible, 36 guns, consisting of long 12 and 6 
pounders, and (four, we believe) brass 36-pounder carronades, 
renders it tolerably certain that, even had the French frigate 
been quite free to act on the offensive, the superiority of her 
opponent's force would have led to a defeat The S(ensible*s 
heavy loss, too, proves that she did not surrender until she had 
felt the effects of that superiority ; and yet the French minister 
of marine thus publicly notices the capture of the Sensible : " It 
is time that the navy should know, that it is not enough to 
justify the loss of a ship, that it surrenders only to superior 
force ; it is necessary that a long, an obstmate, and a terrible re- 
sistance should alleviate the sorrow of a defeat, and soften the 
regret of the republic. The executiye diractor)^ will not suiFer 
themselves to be seduced by any consideration repugnant to this 
determination, which I now communicate to you. It will give 
its confidence only to officers who shall deserve it by their talents 
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and courage.'' Wc thiak we could poiut out some iDstances of 
French captores, to which this spirited deimncialioii mofe swU 
ably applies than to the case of the Seahorse and Sensible. 

A better feeling however, appears afterwards to have pre- 
vailed. General Baraeuav-d'Hil iliers succeeded in convincing 
the directory that the French frigate had been bravely defended 
against a very superior force, and had been surrendered only 
when no other alternative remained. In consequence of this, a 
court-martial was ordered upon Captain Bourdc. It sat at 
Tonlon, and honourably acquitted him. In this instance a clear 
exposition of the relative force of the ships, and a compliment to 
the behaviour of the weaker combatant, in the British official 
account, might have prevented the French directory from pasa- 
ing so unmerited a censure upon a brave officer. 

According to some extracts from the French journals of 
November, 1797, the Sensible, with the 38-gun frigate Junon, 
24-gua " corvette " (or which may be Anglicised 28-gun frigate) 
Bnme» 2(y-gnn corvette Faavette, and 14-gun brig lUiUeur, had 
been hired by Messieurs Petit and company, merchants of 
Toulon. As this may elucidate what we had occasion to say 
on this subject at a former page, we shall give a translated 
abstract of the charter-party. "These five vessels, well known 
for their superior sailing, belong to the navy of the republic, and 
at present are at Toulon : they form part of those which the 
government has lent for the purpose of cruising, upon conditions, 
of which the principal are these : the vesseb to be completely 
fitted out by the government; the frdghters being only obliged 
to provide for and pay the crew. The cost of revictualling and 
touching at any place to be also at the charge of the freighters ; 
but the costs for repairs of masts, for cordage, ordnance, and 
ordnance-stores, to be defrayed by the republic. The freighters 
lo^ propose the commanders, who must be approved by the 
mmister of marine. The freighters to choose the station for 
cruising, and the places at which the vessek are to stop. The 
net prMuce of the prizes to be divided as follows : one-third to 
the crew, and a third of the remaining two-thirds to the republic. 
The sale of the prizes to be confided to the freighters. If, during 
the existence of any such contract, or hiring, peace should be 
concluded between the belligerent powers, and the freighters 
should not have covered their advance, the vessels in use shud 
continue at their disposal for any commercial expedition. Any 
dispute that may arise to be referred to arbitration." The* 
Egyptian expedition bad seemingly restored all the hired ships, 
to the owners, the French republic. 

Earl St,-Vincent, when the Seahorse joined the fleet with her- 
prize, manned the Sensible with six sailors from each ship, and 
nad her completely e(^uipped for sea in 12 hours. The admiral, 
alsOi made a commander of Lieutenant Wilmot, and appointed 
him to the Alliance frigate-flfite. Among the effects found on 
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Iboaid the Sensible at Iwr capture, was a brass cannoii Sdnaetif 
taken from the Turks, and wliieh Louis XIV. had presented to 
the knights of Malta ; also a gilt silver model of a galley. After 
ier arrival at Spithead in the following February, the Sensible, 
on account probably of her age and weakness, was not fitted out 
as a cruising frigate : as a troop-ship, however, she became useful 
for some years. 

When B«ar*adiiiiial SeitM^ amved at the lale of France ui 
June, 1796,* aad during liis aubaequent stay there^ tfaeSS-gan 
frigate Preneuse and ship-corrette Brule-Gueule were absent on 

a cruise in the Mosambique channel. Hence it was only on his 
return to Port-Louis from Batavia in February, 1797, that he 
was joined by those two ships. With his force thus augmented 
to seven frigates and a large corvette, the rear-admiral sailed 
fhmi the Isle of Fkaooe in the latter end of the amniner, haTing 
on board the tsoops, in nuinber, including the artUlery, very tern 
short of 1000, that had accompanied the two ageata feom 
France ; and which troops the French squadron was now carry- 
ing to Batavia, ostensibly to succour the Dutch, but in reality to 
rid the colony of their presence, they having already attempted 
to excite an insurrection among the blacks. Rear-admiral 
£ercey carried the troops to their destination, disembarked them 
there, and letmned to the lale of France^ witfaont any occii»- 
imoeof consequence. 

' On the 19th of January, 1798, two ambassadoca fiomTiioMM^ 
Saib arrived at the Isle of France, to solicit succours. Thegf 
"were accompanied by a Frenchman named Debay, as an inter- 
preter, and by another Frenchman named Ribaud j who having, 
in the latter end of 1796, with the privateer he commanded, been 
forced by stress of weather into Idangalore, was arrested and 
thfown into prison. Queationed aooa afterwards by Tippoo» as 
to the inclination and means possessed by France to second him 
in the war whicli he meditated against the British, Ribaud^ in 
order to obtain his liberty, exaggerated the resources of the re- 
public, and assured the sultan, not only that he might, on the 
part of France, reckon upon a powerful co-operation, but that 
there were already at the Isle of France an immense body of 
troops, which only waited his orders. These reports of the wilv 
F^chman determined Tippoo to commenoe hortilities, and led, 
aa we shall hereaft^ see, to his ruin. 

The principal part of the troops on the island had already 
"been transported to Batavia. All therefore that the governor 
could now do, was to forward to France, with the utmost ex- 
pedition, the letters from Tippoo-Saib. Accord in jxly the frigates 
Vertu and Regencree were ordered upon this service ; the latter 
eommandedy as before, by Captain WiUaxunei, the former by 
Commodore Magon, late of the Preneuse; and who, at the par- • 

* 8sew)].i«|p.«64. 
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ikfdu dttm of BMr-admiral Scrcey, Ind oelniiged wA 
Captem FHermite. Them two firigtles set Mil from the Isle of 
France on the 23d of January, but, unfortunately for an object 

that required despatch, not by themselves. Early in the month 
two ships belonging to the Phihppine company, laden with silk, 
indigo, spices, and other precious merchandise, to the estimated 
Talue of four millions of piastres, bad arrived at Port-Louis 
ISma Manilla, For 60,000 piaitiefy the adonial ^ovemment 
agreed to eonToy tiieee galleaiui to Spain ; and, with the two 
Inavyi-eailing houa m company, the Vertn and iigikaMe pro- 
ceeded on their voyage; 

We will now relate an exploit performed in the quarter whence 
these two richly-laden ships had recently arrived ; an exploit in 
some degree connected with the proceedings of Rear-admiral 
Sercey's squadron, inasmuch as it owed its success to a Simula^ 
tkm of tiro of tia ships. Ontiie (Sth of January the British 38* 

SI frigate Sibylle, Captain Edward Cooko^ and 12-pounder 
gun frigate Fox, Captain Pnlteney Malooln)y sailed from the 
road of Aiacao, for the pmpose of reconnoitring the Spanish 
force in the Philippines, and, m particular, to endeavour to pos- 
sess themselves of two richly-laden ships supposed to be nearly 
ready to sail from Manilla, the capital of tlie island of Luconia. 
On the 11th the two frigates made the island, and on the 12th, 
wftlle Goastine down it with Fsench coloon flying, cantoied a 
nsall TBssel from the port off whidi the^ were bound. Afker 
taking out of her 3900 dollarB, and ascertaming from her master 
that, of the Spanish squadron, reported by him to consist of 
four sail of the line and four frigates, in Cavita, the port belong- 
ing to the city of Manilla, one ship only of each class was in a 
state to put to sea, Captain Cooke allowed the vessel to proceed 
on her Toyage. It being intended to pass for two frigatei of M. 
Sercej^s squadron, the Sibylle, we presnme^ for the Seine, and 
the Fox for the Prudente or B^g6ner6a, liie two captains began 
taking measures to disguise their shipt. 

On the 13th, at about 8 p.m., every thing being ready, the 
Sibylle and Fox entered the bay of Manilla, and, passing the 
small island of Corriiiidore, whereon the signal-house stands 
without detection, came to an anchor at about 11 p.m. in 14 
h£bomBf each ship keeping Hie topoaila at her mast-heads, t» 
he rsady fbr a sndden start On the 14th, at 6 h. 30nu 
the two fidgates weighed, and, hoistbg French cdoors, begui 
working up the bay. At sunrise three gun-boats made their 
appearance to leeward, also bound up the bay. At 9 a.m. the 
Fox opened the ships in Cavita road, which were seen to consist 
of three sail of the line and three frigates : of the six ships, four 
were without masts, and the remaining two, with only' their 
lower masts ID. The road of Oarita was about three reilea din* 
tint horn the leading frigate^ the Fox; and, at 11 a. m., whea 
latter was about the same distance fSnas the town of ManiUa, 
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lying nearly becalmed, a Spanish giiard*boat, rowing 12 oan^ 

and naving a crew of 15 officers and men, including the second 
captain of the 34-gun frigate Maria-de-la-Cabeya, at anchor in 
Cavita, came on board, to inquire what sliips the strangers were, 
and whence they came. Mr. Bernard, the pilot of tlie Fox, and 
who spoke French and Spanish, informed the visiting officer 
that the two frigates belonged to M. Sercey's squadron; that 
they bad been cruising on the coast of China, and that, the 
crews being sickly, tney were come to Manilla for reffeshmeat, 
as well as to form a junction with the Spanish squadron, a part 
of which, a hope was expressed, would accompany them to sea. 
The Spanish captain said, in reply, that he had been directed 
by the governor to acauaint them that their wants should be 
supplied ; but that he beliefed none of the ships m the pott 
could be got ready in less than two months, as they were in 
want of e?ery species of stores, and their crews were sickly. 

At this moment Captain Cooke came on board, and Captain 
Malcolm introduced him as Commodore Lntour; a name that, 
as the Spanish captain was doubtless as ignorant of that officer's 
death as the two British captains, answered as well as any other. 
To the new commodore many questions were put ; and, having 
in full reooUeetion the abihty he had about four yens before- 
displayed at Toulon^ we can have no doubt that Oaptain Cooke 
acted his part to the life. A very interesting, and, to one of the 
parties at least, very instructive conversation ensued, and lasted 
nearly an hour, during which the ceremony of drinking success 
to the united exertions of the Spaniards and French against the 
British, was not forgotten. Having pumped every thing they 
wanted out of their unsuspecting guest, and observing other 
boats approaching from the shore. Captains Cooke and Malcolm 
made known who they really were. The Spanish captain neatly 
fainted with astonishment ; but a bumper of Madeira, coupled 
with an assurance that he should not be detained as a prisoner, 
recovered him. 

Meantime the two boats had pulled alongside. One was 
Admiral Don Martin Alaba's barge, rowing 20 oars, with 23 
officers and men, including the governor's nephew ; the other a 
felucca, rowing 20 oars, with & officers and men, and among 
them one of Admiral Alaba's aides-de-camp, bringing compli- 
ments of congratulation on the safe arrival of their friends the 
French, with information, that all the latter could want or wish 
would be supplied ; and that launches, with anchors and cables 
to assist the frigates into the harbour, were getting ready. 

As soon as these new visiters had joined their friends in the 
Fox's cabin, no other point being now to be gained by deception, 
tiiey also were made acquaint^ with the nai that had been 
played off upon them. If they were surprised and mortified at 
first, the rear-admiral and his suite were still more so on wit- 
nessing^ as thi^ soon did, the success of another part of the 
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plan, to happily concaved and exeeated by tbeir enterprising 
enemies. While, for instance, this farce was enacting in the 
cabin, the Spanish boats' crews had been handed to the deck 
below. A party of British seamen then cxchanj^ed clothes with 
them, and, steppinjT; into the Spanish boat, pushed oH', in com- 
pany with some of the boats belonging to the two frigates, 
towards three Spanish gun-boats, that lay just without the 
river leading to tne town. The people in the gun-boata, being 
taken by surprise, were unable to reaiat the impetnosity of the 
* British boarders, and actually surrendered, witnont a trigger** 
being pulled. One boat was No. 31, of 30 oars, carrying one 
long brass 36-poundcr and four swivels, with a complement of 
52 men ; and the two others were Nos. 33 and 34, one of 28, the 
Other of 30 oars, each mounting one long 24-pounder and four 
awivels, with a complement of 50 men. A part of the crews, 
bowever, were either not on board, or ancoeeded in reaching tha 
ahore, as only 118 officers and men were brought away. 

The capture of the gun-boats being perceived from the shore, 
and thought rather unaccountable, another felucca-rig£i;ed boat, 
rowing 18 oars, with 21 officers and men, including among them 
the captain of the port, came olii to know why the boats were 
detained, and to say that, if they were not immediately restored, 
the authoritiea in the town would maider the two frigates aa 
enemies, and act accordingly. Previoualy to any aerious reply 
to this message, the last-mentioned Spanish officer and his men 
were handed below. Up to thia time the weather had remained 
perfectly calm, and might account for the frigates not entering 
the road to anchor ; but now a breeze sprang up that facilitated 
discovery, and put a stop to all further stratagem. 

From the din'erent Spanish officers that had been brought on 
board, much information was obtained reapecting thenavid force 
in the port; which cooaiated, by their account, of the 74-gun 
ahips Europa, Magnanime, and San-Pedro-Apostol, and the 34- 
gun frigate Maria-de-la-Cabeya, all under equipment at the 
arsenal, but not, for the reasons already mentioned, in a state to 
put to sea. There were also several gun-boats, all new, cop- 
pered, and, to judge from those captured, very well appointed. 
It appeared, likewise, that the merchant ships Rey-Carios and 
Manjueaetta, whoee reputed rich cargoes had brought the two 
English fnmJte» to the Philippines, were then lying in the 
Cavita. The former was supposed to be aground; and the 
latter was represented to have relanded her treasure on the ap- 
pearance, some days back, of a suspicious vessel, ascertained 
to have been the 44-gun ship Resistance, Captain Edward 
Pakenham. 

At 4 p. K. Captain Malcolm gave the Spanish officers a good 
dinner ; and their men were at the same time regaled below with 
freah China beef and gro^ in abundance. The discovery, that 
the two frigatea weie enemiesy had now eitended itself ali round 
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ftebay. The knid unge to the pnsonen wli3e on bosrdy anA 

tfhe circumstance of now pernutting them to go on shore in tihe 
captured guarcUboaty barge, and two felaCkAs, wtthoot parole or 

restriction of any sort, could not fail to impress, as well upon the 
prisoners themselves, who were in number 200, as upon the 
natives in general of these remote islands, very favourable ideas 
of the British character. The particular season of the year, ia 
which this anccesifol rase was practised, being that wherein the 
Spaniards, from the prevalence of the monaoons, eonaklered 
themselves in comparative secnrity, a few additional ihips and 
men might have captured the town and vessels of war, and de- 
stroyed the arsenal. As it was, tiie Sibylle and Fox had made 
a good morning''s work : they had taken seven boats, about 200 
men, three great guns, 12 swivels, 27 muskets, 32 cutlasses, 18 
half-pikes, 13 pistols, 153 round shot, 137 grape shot, and lOO 
•hella, with, of coarse, a proportion of powder and of musket* 
cartridges; all without the slightest casaalty* 

On tlie same evenm& the two British frigates, accompanied 
by the three prize gun-boats, in charge of the three lieutenants, 
Thomas Fortescue Kennedy, Charles Elphinstone, and George 
Rutherford, anchored off the island of Corrigidore ; and on the 
next morning, the 15th, they quitted the bay, and, the Sibylle 
with one, and the Fox, with two gun-boats m tow, stood to the 
ioutiiward, in the hope to precede, if possible, any infoimatlon 
that they were among tlie islands. On the night of the 19^, 
one of the two sjun-boats towed by the Fox, in a heavy squall, 
broke adrift. The Fox immediately brought to and contmued 
to fire guns and show lights during the whole night; but all ixi 
vain, the gun-boat having foundered with the loss of all her creW, 
consisting of Lieutenant Rutherford, one midshipman (Mr. 
Kicbolson), nine seamen^ and one boy. At day-tight, on the 
20th, fte fegates made sail and cowted Blindora, Pany, ^egroB, 
and Magindano, without any occurrence worth notice. 

On the 22nd, at day-light, being within a few miles of Sam* 
boangon, on the island of Mnjindinao, a settlement which they 
purposed to lay under contribution for water, wood, and refresh- 
ments, the frigates hoisted Spanish colours; but, while steering 
towards it, the Sibylle grounded on the north-west point of the 
amall island of Santa<!ms. The Fox and the two gun-boats 
then stood on; but, at 6h. 20 m« A* M*i bebjs becalmed, were 
obliged to anchor just abreast of, and at the distance of about a 
mile and a half from, the fort of Samboani:^on. At about this 
time the Sibylle got off; but the state of the tide, coupled with 
the want of wind, prevented her from joining. A boat now 
approached the Fox from the shore, and, when, within hail, in- 
qmred the name and other particulars of the frigate. Receiving 
no satisfhctory answer, the Spanianls palled back to the shore^ 
iriiich, altiiough several mnskett were fired at them, they reached 
insdbej. At 6h. 30m. A. x. the British Tends hoisted their 
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proper eolaoriy and the Fox avd ISm two ^un-boatsepeDed ate 
vpon the fort, wUeh was ntunied as weu by the klter as bym 

two-gun battery to the westward^ but, owu^ to the dbtaao«^ 

with very little effect. At 8 a. M. a fresh breeze sprang up from 
the land; and, aided by the tide, then running at the rate of three 
knots to the westward, drove the Fox off the bank on which she 
had anchored. 

At noon, a fresh breeze rannging up finom the weitwaid, the 
Sibylle and Foac, accompaniea by the two gun-boats, made aU 
aail towards the fort At about 2h. 5ni* p. m. the SibyUe fired 
an ICUpoander at the western battery to try the distance, and m 

fife minutes more, being abreast of the fort of Samboangon, 
brought to and commenced the action. Shortly afterwards the 
Fox began firing at the western battery ; and, at 3 p. m., being 
abreast oi, and about half a mile distant from it, and about three 
4|narteia of a anle finom the fort, dropped her anchar astern, bat 
lather uieide» of her consort The Fok and the western battery, 
which mounted 12 or 14 guns, were soon as hotly engaged as tne 
fort itself and the SibyUe. The fire from the battery abreast of 
the Fox being both heavy and well-directed, while the shot from 
the latter seemed to produce little or no effect, Captain Malcolm, 
at 3 h. 20 m. p. h., accompanied by the first lieutenant of the 
Fox, in conformitv to directions previously received from Captain 
Cooke, proceedecl, in three of the Fox's boats (and which were 
iMon followed by three from the Sibylle), to endea?our to e£foot 
a landing to the westward of the battery. 

As the boats approached, a shot from the battery stnick and 
went through the Fox's cutter, killing two seamen, and wounding 
a master's mate (Mr. Davis), two seamen, and one marine. For- 
tunately, the cutter, when she swamped, was in shoal water and 
close to a saad-bank ; upon which. Captain Malcolm and the 
temainder of the crew presently landed. Here the captain 
found, as well the surviving men of the oitter, as the crew of 
the launch, that had grounded on the same bank, and intended 
pushing for the shore ; but, deep water being found inside the 
bank, and a strong party of men observed posted on the beach, 
the attempt was abandoned, and the y^arty, at about 3 h. 30 m. 
r. M., returned to the ships. At 3 h. 40 m. a shot from the bat- * 
tery cut away two strands of the Fox's cable. Having received 
otlier considerable damage on board, the Fox now cut the re- 
maining strand of her cable, and stood out of gun^shot to the 
southward. The Sibylle about the Bunetime cot her cabl^ and 
removed further from the fort. 

Of this fort and the adjoining batteries, the strength had 
evidently been much underrated by the commanding officer of 
the two frigates; one of which, the Sibylle, had her master 
(Richard Stanning) and one marine killed, and one wounded. 
It was the other frigate, however, which, owing to her nearness 
tothe western battvy, born the brunt of the attack. Oneiboiy 
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as akeady ttated, cat the Fox'a cable: another petsed throogh 
the miaenmaaty about 12 feet from the head ; another carried 
away the supportera of the wheel, and another the bits on the 
quarterdeck ; about 28 others struck the ship's side. Her main 
stay and six of her lower shrouds, were also cut away, and her 
running rii^f^ing and sails much injured. With respect to the 
loss sustained on board, the Fox had two seamen killed, the 
captain's clerk and 10 seamen wounded ; making, with the lo6& 
m the cutter, a total of four killed and 15 wounded. 

At 9 p. M. the two frigates anchored about six miles to the 
eastward of Samboangon town. On the 22d$ in the mominjj^i 
by which time the Fox had fished her mizenmast and repaired 
the most material of her damages, the two frigates got under 
way and stood to the northward. On the same evening, the 
two gun-boats after all the stores had been taken out of them, 
were destroyed, as beine unfit to proceed on the voyage to 
Canton. On the 27th, the frigates being much in want of water 
which they had been compelled to relinquisli taking by force at 
Samboangon, put into the harbour of PuUock, situated to the 
northward of Majindinao. On the 31st, at daybreak, three 
bouts from each frigate were sent to bring away the last load. 
At 9 A. M. gome of the men belonging to the Sibylle's boats 
(those of the Fox had come on board) were perceived running 
to the beach and making signals. Instantly all the boats, 
manned and armed, of both frigates, led by their respective cap- 
tains, pulled towaids the shore. Here two seamen were found 
killed by the natives, one mortally wounded, and nine missing, 
supposed to have been carried into the woods. The remainder 
of the party, including Lieutenant Majeur, who coamianded it, 
were fortunately rescued. Every eiibrt to recover the men 
having failed, Captain Cooke ordered the village of the natives 
to be set on fire, and their com cut down, and wen weighed add 
set sail for Mindanao. On arriving here, Captain Cooke waa 
promised by the sultan that he would use his influence to re- 
cover, if they were alive, the missing men. The sultan eventually 
fulfilled liis promise, and the men were restored, but not in time 
for the Fox and Sibylle to bring them away, Captain Cooke 
being obliged to hasten on to Canton, to be ready to convoy the 
homeward-bound trade. 

On the 8th of March Tippoo-Saib*s two ambassadors, with 
about 160 colonial volunteers (here was a reinforcement for a 
sultan who could bring into the field 70,000 horse and foot)! 
sailed in the Preneuse for Mangalore. On the 20th of April, 
having two days before received mtelligence that two Indiamen 
were at Teilicherry, taking in a cargo of pepper. Captain L'Her- 
mite looked into the port, but, 6nding only one ship there, 
doubted the accuracy ot his information, and cruised ofi*tne coast 
for a day or two under Enslish colours. 

A periague, which the Preneuse captured on the morning of 
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the 21st, having^ assured the French captain that the ship in 
sight, however formidable in appearance, was nothing but an 
Indiaman, the Preneuse, disguised still as an English frigate, 
stood for the road of Tellicherry. In his way thitoer Captain 
L'Hermite fell in with another iDdiaman steenn^ for the same 
ineliorage. The Prenease now reduced her sails and yawed 
aboat, so as to let this ship enter the road first. At about 2 h. 
30 OL P.M., while this manoeuvre was practiaing^ a thunder- 
storm came on ; and at 3 p. m. the Preneuse was struck with 
lightning. The electric fluid entered at the frigate's main truck 
and, running down the mast into the hold, reascended to the 
main deck, killed one man, and wounded 15 or 16, and then 
pasBed oat aft one of the ports. Towards 4 p.m., just as the 
Indiaman had cast anehor, within about 100 fathoms of the one 
already in the road, the Preneuse steered between the two, and 
changing her colours to French, fired a broadside into each. The 
ship that had Just anchored fired a broadside in return, cut her 
cable, and loosed her sails, with the intention of running on shore. 
The other ship, owing to her position, could only return one or 
two guns : in short, ttie two vessels were captured. One proved 
to be the Woodcot of 802 tons. Captain Andrew Hannay, the 
other the Raymond, of 793 tons, Captain Henry Smedley; 
both armed, and the latter, with a detachment of company's 
tioops on hoard. 

Having taken of the commandant of Tellicherry a receipt for 
his prisoners, 600 in number, and the half described as Euro- 
peans, Captain L'Hermite manned his two prizes and despatched 
them to the Isle of France, and then proceeded on his mission to 
M angalore. Here the firieate arrived on the 24th of April, and, 
quitting the road on the 2oth, steered for Java. At Batavia Cap- 
tain L'tleonite arrived in the middle of Jmie, and found there 
Rear^miral Sercey : who had recently arrived in the Briile- 
Gueule, with the intention of making the Dutch island his tem- 

g)rary head-c^uarters.* We will now see how far the Vertu and 
^gen^r6e, with their valuable charge, have got on their voyage 
borne. 

Befbie we quit the eastern hemisphere to accompany the 
F^nch frigates Vertu and Keg^n6r£e on their voyage to Europe, 
we will give some account of a very melanchidy ship-loss, with 
which the Straits of Banca were this year visited. On the 
evening of the 23d of July the Resistance, which ship ^vc men- 
tioned as making her appearance oft" Manilla, anchored in the 
Straits, to await the approach of a Malay sloop, which Captain 
Pakenham had detained» on a.suspicioii that she was Dutch 
property, and which he was now about to restore to the Malay 
captain. On the 24th, at 1 a. m., the sloop joined, and dropped 
anchor nnder the stem of the ship. It appears finmi the narr** 

s Yieloifci et Conqu^tM^ tone viii*, p. 804. 
VOL. II. B 
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tifg of a ■fumn of tht ReairtaBce aamed Thonm Seott^ cpe «f 
the few sarmoiB of the awful catastrophe whidi ensued, tha^ •• 
be was sleeping on the larboard side of the quarterdeck, he was 
suddenly awakened by a fierce blaze that seized his clothes and 
hair, and which was succeeded, in an instant, by a tremendous 
explosion, from the shock of which, as he afterwards conjec- 
tured, he. became utterly senseless for 8e?eral minutes. From 
tbe appeaianoe of daylight about an boor after be bad bom 
blown up, Soott supposod tbe accident to have happened at 
aboat four o'clock in the moming. Tbe whole number of sur* 
▼ivors, includinj^ Scott, appears to have been 13, of whom the 
highest in rank was a (juartermaster. The number that had 
perished amounted to about 314 oflicers, seamen, and raariues, 
three English women married on board, one Malay woman of 
Amboyna^ and 14 Spanish prisoners taken in a prize ; total 332 
•oals. 

The subsequent safferings of Soott and bis companions, as 

related by himself, were very great. On recovering a little frona 
the stupor into which the shock had thrown him, he found him- 
self half-sulfocated with water, floatinj^; and struggling for his 
existence, in company with several otlier persons. He made 
shift, as did 12 of those near him, to reach the hammock-netting 
of th(B ship on the starboeid ekie, wbidi was just above the 
water. At the dawn of day the people belonging to the sloop, 
then not out of hail astern, and who must have heard the shouts 
«r the wretched beings that were chnging to the wreck, weighed 
anchor, and, callous to every impulse of humanity, stood over 
to the island of IJorea. It would appear from this, either that 
no prize-crew had been placed on board the sloop, but merely 
the master taken out of ber^or that the British, notwithstanding 
it was one o'clock in the morning when the aloop joined, bad 



The mild state of the w eather enabled the 13 sumvor^ mmt 
of whom were badly scorched, to construct a raft to convey them 
to the low land of Sumatra, distant about three leagues from the 
spot, and about six from the Dutch settlement of Palambang. 
In tiie afternoon they committed themselves to the raft, with 
only a single pumpkin for food for the whole of them. A gale 
soon afterwards got up, and dashed tbe raft to pieces. Four of 
the seamen, including Scott, took to an anchor-stock which bad 
fermed part of the rafit, and which they now steadied by means 
of two spars lashed across. These men, after first being nearly 
famished, and tlicn nearly niassacred, reached tlie Sumatra coast. 
There they all became prisoners to a party of Malays. Scott 
appears to have been the only one that subsequently became 
released from captivity. The eight poor wretches (or rather 
seven, for one bad died), who remained on the shattered V9.% 
were never heard of afterwards. 



On the 24Ui of Apriiy at 3 P.M., tbe Biitisb 12-pounder 32- 
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gon fn^ate Pearl, Captain Samuel James Ballard, while running 
HI for the Isles of Loss with a moderate breeze from the west- 
south-west, discovered a large ship at anchor under Factory 
island^ four others at anchor Setvreen the islands, and an armed 
brig under sail. What the armed brig and one of the ships were 
we are unable to say ; but the ship under Factory island we take 
to have been the Kegenerte, and the "frigate, with yards and 
topmasts down,*' described in the Pearl's lo^ as one of those at 
anchor between the islands, her consort the Vertu. At 5 h. 30 m, 
p. M. the latter, having hoisted her colours, opened a heavy fire 
upon the Pearl ; who, at 6 p. m., while running, as she was com- 

CUed to do, between the two frigates, fired at both, and then 
aled up in three fathoms througn the eastern passage. At 7 
p. M. the Pearl ceased firing, but found herself chased by the 
Regeneree ; who continued the pursuit all that night, and until 
the next evening at dark, when she disappeared. On the after- 
noon of the next day, the 27th, the Pearl anchored in St.- 
George's bay, Sierra-Leone. The fire to which she had been 
exposed, in running past the French frigates, had shot away her 
loretopgallant yard, and several lower shrouds and other riggings 
eat through her fore yard, hulled her in several places, some 
between wmd and water, dismoonted two of her canronades, and 
mortally wounded one man. 

We must leave these two French fri urates and their slujrjrish 
convoy at the Isles of Loss, while we attend to another frigate 
of Rear-admiral Sercey's s(^uadron. On the 24th of April, the 
40-ffiin frigate Seine, still commanded by Lientenant Jnlien- 
Gabriel ^got, with about 260 refiractory troops on board, set 
sail from I^Nrt-Louis, for the same destination as the Vertu and 
R^n^r^. On the 29th of June, at 7 a. m., the Penmarcks 
in sight to leeward, the British 38-gun frigate Jason, Captain 
Charles Stirhng, 12- pounder 36-gun frigate Pique, Captain 
David Milne, and 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Mermaid, Captain 
James Newman Newman, cruising in company, descried and 
chased a French fir^te In llie eooth-^onih-west, or windward 
quarter. The Mermaid immediately stood to the northward, to 
cat off the stranger fimn the land. The latter, however, which 
was the Seine, after a fortunate passage of three months, just 
about to enter, as her people flattered themselves, a port of 
France, tacked soon afterwards, and steered to the southward ; 
whereby the Mermaid, at best but an indlH'erent sailer, was 
completely thrown out. The Pioue kept her wind; and the 
Jason steered abont two points free, in ctder to praient the 
enemy fimn entering Lorieot 

The chase continued throughout the day; and at 9 p. m. the 
Pique got within gun-shot of the enemy, and kept up a con- 
stant fire with her bow-jxuns. At about 11 p.m., the Pique 
ranged up alongside the French firigate, and gave and received 
n broadside. A running fight now ensued, and the Pique and 
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Seme, keeping abreast of each other, oootinued an unremitting 
interchange of broedsidesy for two hoars and 36 minutes f when 
the British frigate, haying had her main topmast shot away, 
dropped astern. 

The Jason now cominp; up, Captain Stirling hailed the Pique, 
and desired her commantier to anclior ; but Captain Milne, not 
hearing what was said, and anxious to see the last of an oppo- 
nent whom he had so long singly engaged, pushed up, under 
all the sail he could carry, on the larboard side of the Jason. 
There the Pique unfortunately grounded. Almost at the same 
instant, the land near Pointe de la Trenche was seen close upon 
the Jason''s larboard bow ; and, before the ship would answer 
her helm, she also took the ground near to the Seine, who, it was 
perceived, had likewise grounded, and was entirely dismasted. 
As the tide rose, the Jason hung only forward, and therefore 
swang with her stem fairly exposed to the enemy's broadside. 
Of this the Seine took proper advantage, and poured into the 
Jason several raking broadsides; which^besides mflicting neaily 
the whole loss she sustained, wounded her masts, and cut ana 
tore to pieces her rigging and sails. In a little while, however, 
the Jason got some guns run out abaft ; and the Pique, having 
by squaring her yards, forged a little ahead of the Jason, was 
enabled to point four of her foremost 12-pouQders clear of the 
latter. On receiving a few shot from the guns of both oppo- 
nents thus brought to bear, and seeing the Mermaid fest ap* 
preaching, the Seine struck her colours. 

The Pique, besides having lost her fore topmast, was exceed- 
ingly shattered in her masts, rigging, and sails, and had unfor- 
tunately lain near enough to receive some of the .Seine's shots 
as they passed over the Jason ; but, until towai-ds the close of 
the combat, as .already mentioned, the former could not return a 
ahot without firing into or through her companion. Every 
attempt to get the Pique afloat was exerted in vain, and she 
bilged* The Jason was more successful, being heaved ofi* into 
deep water by the Mermaid ; who, notwithstanding every effort 
to get up, did not arrive in time to participate in the action. 

The Jason lost her second lieutenant (Anthony Richard Ro- 
botier), one corporal of marines, and five seamen killed, her 
commander, two midshipmen (Frederick Bedford and Samuel 
Luscombe), and nine seamen wounded. The Pique had one 
seaman killed, and one missing, her boatswain, boatswain's 
mate, one seaman, and three marines wounded ; total in the 
two ships, nine (including the one missing) killed, and 18 
wounded. The loss on board the Seine, out of a complement 
including soldiers, of 610 men, is represented to have been as 
many as 170 killed (including, we believe, several that were 
drowned), and about 100 wounded. 

The Pioue, a very inferior antagonist to the Seine, bore the 
bnmt of the action ; but the Jason, no doubt, contributed her 
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|Nnrerful aid in bringing it to a consummation. The Mermaid, 
on the other hand, was unable to take any shave in the engage- 
ment The heavy loss sustained by the French Aip, places 
lieutenant Bigot's defence in a highly creditable light ; and it 
must be admitted, that the troops on board the Seine, with their 
women, child ren^ and baggage, were rather an encambranoe 
than a benefit. 

On the 30th, at daylight, tlie British 38-gun frigate Phaeton, 
Captain the Honourable Robert Stoptbrd, 36-gun frigate, San- 
Fiorenso, Gaptain Sir Harry Neale, and 12-poander 32-gua 
Iripte, TritoiS, Captam John Gore, hore in sight, and were 
ealied in by signal from the Jason, it appearing ttiat two large 
frigates, a brig, and several gun-boats were coming out from 
Rochelle, with the view of driving away or capturing the Bri- 
tish fri gates. The French were induced, however, to put back, 
on witnessing the junction of Captain Stopford's squadron. 
Had the latter not been present, the state of the British frijgates, 
with only the Metmaid $n a condition to gife battle, wonla havn 
been extremely critical. 

In the course of tins day, by throwing overboard her guns, 
and by the San-Fiorenzo's assistance, the Seine was hove off, 
and, bein^ a very strong ship, esca}>ed without an^ material 
damage, beyond what she had sustained by shot. The Pique 
could not be got off. She was therefore destroyed, and her 
Clew turned over to the prize ; which, oh her arrival in port. 
Captain Mifaie, his officers, and ship's company, were allowed, 
very justly, to commission as the British 38-gon frigate Seine. 

We are pleased to see it stated in a respectable French work, 
that Lieutenant Bip:ot, on being carried to England, was treated 
with all the respect and attention due to his bravery and good 
conduct. He was also sent back to his country by the first ex- 
change ; and the directory, to evince their opinion oi his merits, 
promoted Lieutenant Bigot to be a capitaine de Taissean with- 
out passing through the intermediate rank of a capitaine de 
fr^te. 

On the 13th of May, the British 18-pounder 36-gun frigate. 
Flora, Captain Robert Gambler Middleton, chased the French 
Venetian-built brig-corvette, Mondovi, of 18 guns (12 brass 6, 
and four iron 12-pounders), and 68 men, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant Jean-Baptiste Bonavie, into the port of Cerigo in the 
idand of that name, in the Archipelago. 

Being resolTed to attempt the capture or destmction of the 
eomtte^ and yet finding it impracticable, owin^ to the narrow 
entrance to the harbour and the commanding situation of the 
forts, to follow her with the frigate, Captain Middleton intrusted 
the service to the Flora's boats under the orders of first Lieu- 
tenant William Russel, assisted by Lieutenant William Hepen- 
stall. Lieutenant Richard Parry of the marines, Mr. Morton^ 
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master's mate, Mr. TWicock, the gunner, and Messieurs Petley 
and Hawkini, midahipinen. 

On the same efeniog the boats quitted the Flom; and, in 

the iace of a severe fire from the forts, the Mondovi herself,, 
and several vessels in the harbour, the British gallantly hoarded 
and cut out the corvette, with no greater loss on their part than 
one private marine killed, the lieutenant of n]nrines(Mr. Richnrd 
Parry), master's mate, t^unner, and tive seamen wounded. The 
loas sustained by the M<md(m amounted to one seaman killed, 
four seamen drowned, from having jumped overheard as 
supposed, and eight seamen and soldiers dangerously wounded. 

On the 2f)th of July, at 10 h. 30 m. a. m., the British 28-gun 
frigate Brilliant, Captain Henry Blackwood, standing close into 
the bay of Santa-Cruz, with the wind a fresh breeze at cast by 
north, in order to discover if a strange sail, which she had chased 
on the preceding evening, had arrived there, saw two French 
fiisates lying at an anchor. The latter, which were the Vertii 
and R^g6ner6e, still on their way to Fkance,** immediately 
slipped their cables and gave chase. Iha Biilliant stood on 
mider all sail, cutting away her anchors and boats to facilitate 
her escape ; but, in the mean time, srot readv for action. At 
half-past noon, finding her pursuers were gaming upon her, she 
cut down the stern to make room for two 9-poundcrs as cha- 
sers, and got two 6-pounder8 aft ou the quarterdeck for the 
same purpose. At 2h.80m. the south point of the Grand* 
Ganar^ bore east-sonth-east six or aeven let^gnes. At five p.m. 
the Brilliant began firing her stem-chaseis, but, finding they 
did not reach, ceased until 6h. 13m. p.m.; when she recom- 
menced her fire, and continued it with spirit. The Regeneree,. 
who was ahead and to leeward of her consort, now opened her 
bow-chasers ; and both ships were evidently coming up fast 
with the Briltiant. 

' It was now that the latter resolved, by a hM mancMivie, t» 

attempt to extricate herself. At 7 h. 30 m. p. M., being then oo 
the larboard tack, the Brilliant bore up athwart the bows of 
the Regen6ree, and gave her a broadside, which shot away her 
maintopsail halyards, and badly womided her bowsprit and 
foremast. After the excliange of a few broadsides, tJie Brilliant 
hauled to the wind on the starboard tack ; leaving the Ruge- 
m6t€df with her main topsail down, and incapable, for the prsMt 
of renewing the pursuit The Yertu, having tacked, was noir 
on the BriUiant's weather quarter, and soon opened upon her n 
heavy but inefiiectual fire, which the latter answered by her 
•lem-chasers. By midnight the wind had subsided to a perfect 
calm ; and the Regcneree, who had again made sail in chase,, 
now jomed her consort in the distant cannonade. At three 

• • Seep. 211. 
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^utitan of an hom aibr nklais)it> a breeae sprang ap from tht 
aortli-eaBt; and soon afterwam the Brilliant, losing sight of 
ber pursuers in the dark, bore away south b^ east. An inter- 
change of signals between the two French frigates, by rockets, 
and false fires, followed this alteration in the British frigate's 
course, but no further attempt at pursuit that the latter could 
•discover. 

Tbe BriUiant suffered wm Uttlo damage, and no loss, by tho 
«iemy*8 shot ; but, in the chase, she sprang her foremast and 
^Mnker-boom. On the 3d of August Captain Blackwood fell 
in with the 36-gun frigate Flora, Captain Robert Gainbier Mid- 
dleton ; and the two frigates, one of them having prisoners to 
exchange, proceeded off Santa-Cruz. Arriving there on the 
10th, Captain Middleton sent in a tiag of truce ; which brought 
-out nine men who had been prisoners on board the Yertu. 
These gave an account of the names and some other particalaia 
of the ships which tlie Brilliant had engaged. Part of tha 
InfiMrmation was* that the Rcgcncree's bowsprit, foremast, and 
main topmast, owing chiefly to their wounded state, had 
fallen overboard, while the ship was in the act of tacking after 
the Brilliant, a short time before the latter bore away to the 
southward. 

Had tin Flora joined company during the chase, the comimi 
wonld most piobablv have been brou^t to a decisivB isaoa; 

and, as an aaditiooal reward to the British, should the day ha?a 
been theirs, inteUigence might have been obtained of the two 
rich Spanish galleons, which the two French fri'j^ates had taken 
under their convoy; and which they escorted safe to their 

destination. 

On tbe 4th of July, at 9 h. 45 m. p. m., the French ex-Vene* 
tian brig-oorvette Lodi, of 18 long G-poonders and at least 130 
men, commanded b^ Lieutenant Sennequier, while running 

through the Piombmo channel, on her way from Leghorn, 
which she had quitted that morning, to Alexandria, with de- 
epatches for General Buonaparte, was hailed and attacked by 
an armed brig. As soon as sho had ascertained that the vessel 
approaching her so fearlessly was an enemy, the Lodi endea* 
voured to obtain a raking position ahead of her; but the British 
brig frustrated the attempt by running her own bowsprit through 
ihe Lodi's boom-mainsaiL 

A furious action now commenced ; on the part of the Lodi by 
vivid and constant dischar^r^'s of musketry, in which the officers 
and troo{)s on board as passenL:;ers ^r^atly assisted, and on the 
part of the British brig, who probably in the arm of musketry 
ielt sensibly her deficiency, by discharges of grape and canister 
ahot from such of her great guns as iTould bear. Twice tha 
British attempted to put an end to the combat by boarding; 
but a part of the assailants, each time, fell dead into the sea, 
andthiB lemaiodar wen driven back to their brig, coveted with 
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woundfl. The French, now, as if taught hy the ill sueoeM of 

their opponents, where their own chief strength lay, made a 
yigoroiis attempt to boaitl the British bhg, but were lepuiaed 

with slaughter. 

Before the French were prepared or perhaps inclined to 
repeat the attempt, the two bries separated, and each, we pre- 
sume^ aooii fcmoa the means of Dringing her cannon exclusively 

into play. At 2 A.M. on the 5th the &e of the British brig^ 
having giadually Blackened, ceased, and Captain Sennequier 

took this opportunity of hailing to know if she would surrender. 
The only reply he obtained was a discharge of musketry, 
accompanied by a few cannon-shot. Soon after this the British 
brig endeavoured to get oS, and had scarcely made sail for that 
purpose, when n bioaddde from tho Lodi brought down her 
nremast and main topmast. 

ThiSi one might suppose, left the Lodi nothing to do but to * 
take possession of her prize. Far from it ; the British brig;, 
with only the stump of ner mainmast standing, got away, and 
the Lodi, with rigging and sails cut, no doubt, but with both 
her masts standing in their places, in vain fit tons les efforts 
pour le poursuivre," and could not overtake her until she had 
abelteied henelf under the neutral coast of Tuscany. The Lodi, 
thereupon, with tiie lots of two seamen kiUed, her commander, 
two otner naval officers, some military officers, and 25 soldiert 
mod sailors wounded, made the best of her way to Alexandria; 
where, in due time, she arrived safe. Here such a representa- 
tion was made of the combat, which the Lodi had sustained 
with the British sloop of war '* Aigle, of a force much superior 
to hers,'' "d'une force bien superieure k la sienne,'' that Lieu* 
tenant de vusaeau Sennequier was immediately promoted by the 
directory to the rank of capitaine de frigate.* 

Being well aware that there was no ** Aigle belonging to 
the British navy but a frigate, and no " Eagle," except an old 
64 at Chatham, and a 4-gun " Dutch hoy," lying in Foole har- 
bour, and having been taught by experience that French writers 
are very apt to mistake English proper names, we searched the 
log of every British brig-sloop cruising in the Mediterranean 
in the year 1798, but could discover no traces of an action 
fought by her at the time and place above-mentioned. A search 
through the London journals proved equally fruitless. At length 
a Pans newspaper, under the head of Leghorn, informed us 
that on the 28th of July, 1798, the English privateer-bri? 
"Aquila, Captain Colonna," of 14 guns and 67 men, entered 
the port in distress, having on the 4tn, in the Piombino chan- 
nel, fought with a French brig, from eleven at night till hal& 
past three in the moraibg, and that the former had lost a great 
many killed and woundecL 

• Victoiies et Cooqueto^ tome p. ass. 
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Owing to the late period at which this information reached 
us, it has not been in our power to discover who were the owners 
<if the Eagle privateer: a subject of regret* as, in all proba- 
bility, we Mioiild then bate been enabled to give moie full and 
satisfactory details of an action so highly creditable to the 
Biitish captain and his crew. At all evento, soiBcient has ap- 
peared to show clearly, that Lieutenant Sennequier, instead of 
bein^ rewarded for having escaped from, ought to have been 
cashiered for not having captured the British privateer, which, 
after so long and well fought an action on her part, his most 
decided superiority of force had reduced to so crippled and de- 
fenceless a state. 

On the 11th of Joly, the British 44-gan ship, Regulus, 
Captain George Eyre, cruising off the north-west end of the 
island of Porto-Rico, discovered five vessels at anchor in Aguada 
bay, under the protection of some batteries. Being resolved to 
attempt their capture or destruction, Captain Eyre manned a 
pri^^-schooner in company, and sent her with the boats of the 
hegulus nnder the orders of Lientensnt John Good, assisted by 
Lieutenant William Holman and mastei^s mate, Thomas Finch, 
to execute the serfice; the Regulus heiself standing in to 
cover and protect her boats in their advance. 

Owing to the failure of wind, neither the ship nor the schooner 
were able to get near enough to afford any material assistance. 
Lieutenant Good, however, by his judicious arrangement and 
apirited conduct, executed the service with the boats alone ; 
bringing out three of the largest vessels, a ship, a brig, and an 
anoM schooner. Had there been the smallest breath of wind, 
the remainiog two vessels having been boarded and in possession 
for a considerable time, would also have been carried off ; but, 
it falling a dead calm at the moment the cables were cut, and 
there not being a sufficiency of boats to tow so many vessels, 
it became necessary to quit two of the vessels, in order to se- 
cure the three which appeared to be of the most importance. 

Notwidutanding an incessant fire kept up by the batteries, 
olose to which, for their security, the vMsels had been moored, 
the British had only one man hurt, but that was the master'a 
mate already named, and who was killed by a grape-ehot. 

On tlie 15th of July, at 9 A. m., Carthagena bearing about 
west by north, distant 29 leagues, the British tj4-gun ship, Lion, 
Captain Manley Dixon, steenng east, with a crowd of sail, the 
wind moderate at west-south-west, descried, in the south-east 
quarter, standing towards her, fintr strange ships, which we 
niay at once introduce as the 

5 Commodore don Felix O'NeiL 
romona. • • • ^ Captain don F. Vilkunil. 
B4^ PioBerpine ... „ don (^um. BiaL 
Santa-Cazilda . • „ don D. Errara. 
^SantarDorotea . • » don M. Gerraro. 
TOL. II. 8 



Digitized by Google 



The Lion immediately shortened sail, and hauled up, so as to 
«ecure the weatbergase ; then boie down upon the ibur Spanith 
Jneates, foMiiDd io <3ote win of iMtttle on Ab iulMaid liae 
sflMiBng^die lliifd frigate fiwn the wtm, Ahe.BoBotea, with her 
fore topmast gone. In order to secure a general action. Captain 
J)ixon meditated his first attack on this ship ; which, being left 
astern by her comrades, the Lion was not lon^; in cutting off. The 
three remaining frigates tacked in succession, and passed the 
Lion very gallantly within musket-shot ; but, as their line, after 
tuikhk^ was by no means a close one, they eaoh aeomved « 
4niU-d«rtoted huoadnde, the flfot of wbick wm crndtnt hy their 
standing a long time on the same tack. Capiam Dixon still 
kept in chase of the Dorotea ; sAto, oots^standiag-the loss of 
her fore topmast, sailed nearly as well as the Lion, -and galled 
Jier considerably in the rigging by her stern-chasers. 

The three frigates, having at last tacked, made a second at- 
tempt, but not so close as the former, to succour their friend^ 
4uid wece each xepaid by a broadside m retain. M kuf^ Ihe 
Jioa doaed irith the Dofotaa, and poaied in a daataaoliiK fiie^ 
the yard-arms of the tvoihtps passmg just clear of each other. 
.Still the latter held out. Her oonsorts made a third, but a dis- 
tant and feeble effort to cover ; and then hauled close by the 
wind and stood to the north-west. The Lion, whose rigging 
and sails were much cut, succeeded, with difficulty, in wearing 
^round on the same tack as the Dorotea ; who, having, in addi- 
:tihpn to the loiB of her foie topmast, had her miaennaat dwt 
Away, her mainmast and mdder damaged, and her rigging and 
aaib cat to. pieces, and being, besides, abandoned by her three 
icomiadai^ very meLy aabe&rted the Biitieh for theSpaaiib 
ensign. 

As an additional proof that Captain Gerraro had maintained 
the action with becoming bravery, the loss on board his ship, 
out of a crew, supernumeraries included, of 371 men and boys, 
amooBlad to 20 men killed and 32 mwmdaL The Ima moB* 
tained by the lion was veir tiiflinfl^ amonnting to no mom tbaa 
one young midshipman (Joscmh Patey), wounded .aUghdy in 
shoulder, and who wonla not quit hie quaxtem^ and ooa 
seaman wounded dangerously. 

It took Captain Uixon during the remainder of the day to 
repair tlie rigging and sails of the Lion, and to place the prize 
ia a state to oe conducted to her new destmation. The Santa 
Dosotea measured 968 ton^ and waa afterwaida added to the 
:Briti8h navy, under the Mune name, as a 12-ponnder 86-gun 
fjmte. 

On the 3d of August while the British 38-gun frigate Mel- 
pomene, Captain Sir Charles Hamilton, and 14-gun brig-sloop, 
Childers, Captam James 0'13n,'cn, were cruising off Isle 
Bas, on the coast of France, the former determined, with the 
boats of the two ships^ to attempt cutting out from the port of 
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Corigiou, a national armed brig, and several merchant vessels at 
anchor with her. At 10 p. m., §m bcwti, manned with about 
70 wMDf and placed under the oideia of Lientenant Thomaa 
George ShortlMid» of the Melpomdney quitted the ahipe ; and,, 
amidst heavy rain, vivid l^hUung, and frequent squalls, all 
highly favourable to the enterprise, pulled for the French har- 
bour. At 3 A. M. on the 4th, the boats were alongside of, and, 
after more resistance than had been anticipated, carried, the 
French 14-gun brig (4-pounders), Aventurier, commanded by 
Lieutenant Ren^-GdlanniB Raffi, and manned with a ctiew of 
79 sen. The gallant defenoannde by the brig oott the Frepeh 
16 men wound^, several of them mortally; while the loea on 
the part of the Britiah amoonted to no more than one seaman 
kUlcK], and one missing, and one nudshipman (Mr. Frost) and 
three seamen wounded. 

A difficult part of the enterprise still remained to be executed. 
The forts that commanded the Corigiou inlet, alarmed at what had 
liiken place, now opened their iie ; and the wind, having veered 
imuid to BorthHMirtlHweat, blew a fresh g[ale directiy into the pas- 
sage, Ae narrowness and intricacy of which rendered any attempt 
to oeat ont donbly haiardous. The brig, however, was present^ 
tinder sail ; and leaving the merchant vessels to some more 
favourable opportunity, Lieutenant Shortland, after being ex- 
posed, during two hours, to a heavy fire from the Frencli bat- 
teries, brought out his prize without mcurring any additional loss. 
The Childera had stood in to corer the boats, but, ow^n^ to the 
badness of the night and the dan^rs of the coast, with con- 
siderable risk. Viewed in every pomt, Ais boat-aCtack was a 
highly creditable affur to all who were eneased in it, not ex- 
cepting the officers and crew of the French orig. Soon afler 
his return into port, Lieutenant Shortland, for the cralhintry he 
had displayed on the occasion, was most deservedly promoted 
to the rank of commander. 

On tim 7th of August, at 6 p.m., Cape ^i^dmiU, near 
Gibraltar, bearin|^ norai-east by north distant four or five 
leagues, the British brig-sloop Espoir, of fourteen 6-poundcrg 
and 80 men and boys. Captain Lottos Otway Bland, having in 
charge a part of the Oran convoy, discovered a large ship 
8eemin<2;ly steering to cut off some of the vessels. The Espoir 
immediately hauled out from the convoy, and made all sail to 
meet the stranger, evidently a man of war ; and who, at a little 
before 7 p. m., hore to for the former. The Espoir, as soon as 
ahe arrived within mnd^et^hot, hoisted her oolom; bat the 
Lignria, instead of displaying hers, waited till the Espoir reached 
her weather quarter, and then hailed. 

On the haiVs being answered, an officer on board the Liguria 
desired the commander of the Espoir, in very gooil English, to 

§0 to leeward and strike, or he would sink him, enforcing his 
ireat by one shot, and instantly afterwards by the Liguria's 

82 
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whole broadnde ; a salute, which, in well practised hands, 
nigbt hmn rendered ali fnillier hailing unnecessary, unless on 
the part of the Espoir to save her drowning crew. As a proof, 
the Liguria mounted 26 carriage -guns, of various calibers, 
namely, 12 long " 18-pounders," four lone " 12-pounder8/' 
and 10 long 6-pounders ; also 12 long wall-pieces, and four 
swivels ; and her crew consisted of 120 men of all nations. 

The Espoir, notwithstanding her decided inferiority of force, 
was not slow in returning her adversary's broadside ; and the 
two Teasels oontinned a very heavy fire of great guns and 
musketry, until 10 h. 45 m. p.m., when the captain of the 
Liguria, iDon Francisco de Orso, hailed the Espoir, begging her 
not to ^re any more, as he was a Genoese. Captain Bland re- 

{)lied, that the Espoir was a British man of war, and ordered 
lim to lower all nis sails, and come on board. No attention 
being paid to lliis mandate, and the Liguria shooting ahead, as 
if to gain a raking position, the Espoir a^in brought her broad- 
side to bear ; and Captain Bland, judgmg very properly that 
his opponent's force was not to be trifled with, gave it to her 
with full effect. The Liguria again returned the fire ; but, on 
the £spoir*s shooting ahead and tacking to fire her opposite 
broadside, the Liguna's captain once more hailed, begging the 
Espoir not to fire ngain, and saying that he was badly wounded, 
but would obey Captain Bland's orders immediately. This was 
about 11 p. M., and instantly the Liguria lowered down her sails, 
and all firing ceased. 

In this action of her own seeking, the pirate (for such the 
Liguria was) lost her boatswain and six men killed, her com- 
mander (dangerously) and 13 men wounded. The Espoir lost 
her master, Mr. Solsby, killed, and six men wounded, two of 
them badly. 

It was fortunate for the Espoir that the Genoese were not, as 
we noticed before, practised men-of-war's men; or the brig's 
temerity, in risking a combat with an enemy of so foroajdable a 
force, might have ended in her discomfiture. The promptitude, 
bravery, and seamanship displayed throughout this long and 
harassmg engagement, reflected great honour on Captain Bland, 
his officers, and brig's company. On the other hand, some 
allowance must be made for the indifferent crew, as well as 
for the inconvenient variety of calibers among the guns, of the 
Genoese ship. Few actions have been made more of by the 
painter than the action of the Espoir and Liguria. An engraving 
bom the pencil of Pocock, representing " UEspoir sloop of 14 
guns, and her prize, the Liguria of 44 guns,'' appears in the 
Naval Chronicle, vol. vi., p. 277. The latter ship is there repre- 
.senttd with 22 guns on the main deck, 18 on the quarterdeck, 
and two or four on the forecastle. One can hardly suppose that 
so respectable a man as Mr. Pocock would have put bis name 
to a drawing, unless it was finmded on reality; 
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But the matter mi^t have been placed beyond a doub^ had 
Captain Bland^ in his official letter, described the eituatioa of 

the different guns of his prize ; particularly, how many of them 
she mounted on the main deck. Were it not for Mr. Pocock's 
drawing, the inference would be, that the Liguria mounted 16 
guns (12 and 8 pounders, rather than 18 and 12) on the main 
deck, and 10 sixes on the c^uarterdeck and forecastle, with the 
wall-pieeea and twivelSy for which th^re was ample room, 
anangai in the nmial numner. The ship then might liare 
measured about 460 or 500 tons, and woold still have been 
more than a match Ibr the Espoir, whose size was only 
215 tons. 

On his return home, Captain Bland, very deservedly, was 
made a post-captain. His commission as such bears date on the 
25th of September, 1798, and his commission as a commander, 
on the 1st of Octobfar, 1797 ; yet a oontemporarv says that, for 
his action with the Liguria, ** Lieutenant" Bland was promoted 
to the rank of commander and post-captain/'* two steps which, 
now at least, require a twelvemonth to mtervene. 

On the 7th ol August, at daybreak, the British 44-gun frigate 
Indefatigable, Captain Sir Edward Pellew, cruising between the 
river Gironde and the Isle of Re, fell in with, and, after a 24 
hours* chase and the discharge of a few guns, captured, the 
French ship-corvette Vaillante, of 20 long 8-pottnders and 176 
men, commanded by Lieutenant la Porte, and bound to Cay- 
enne; to which she was carrying 25 banished priests, 27 con- 
victs, and Madame Rov^re and family. 

Being a fine new coppered and copper-fastened ship of 608 
tons, the Vaillante became an acquisition to the British navy ; 
to which, under the name of Dauae, and established wilh 20 
carronades, 32-pouoder8, and two long sizes on the main deck, 
and 12 carronades 12-pounderB, on the quarterdeck. and fore- 
castle, total 34 guns, with a net complement of 153 men and 
boys, she was forthwith transferred. 

Here is a forcible illustration of the way in which the British 
usually equip French ships of war, particularly corvettes : they 
give them more guns, and fewer men, than they were ever in- 
tended to carry. If, when thus burdened with top-hamper,t 
the ship sails badly or upsets, the fault is kdd to the manner of 
her construction, and a general anathema is pronounced upon 
"French corvettes." A "contemporary, indeed, declares that 
"hundreds" of valuable British seamen perished in them, and 
that they were " totally unfit for his majesty "^s service.''^ He 
cites as examples, the Cheri, Dorade, Trompeuse, Railleur, and 
GentUle. The Cheri was a privateer, and went down, as has 

• Brciiton, vol. ii., p. .331. 

t The Donald's twelve 12-pouiMier caRonada^ iritb their carriages aod 
slides, would weieh 90 cwt, 
% Brentoo, vol Si., p. 277. 



Digitized by Google 



1380 UOBT SQUADBOMS AVD SINGLE 8HIF& 1799# 



already appeared, from shot-holes received in action. Of the 
Dorade, as a British cruiser, we never heard. The Trompeuse 
and Railleur were privateers ; and the Gentille was a fngate, 
captured in 1795 and broken up in 1802. What can be alleged 
against such flush-decked corvettes^ in the British seirice m- 
i& Arab, Connonoity Gaiel£^ Coaatanctfy sad, above all, Bone> 
Oitoyenne ? 

On the 12th of August, at noon, latitude 46° 12^ north, loogi^ 
tude 18° 23' west, the British 18-gun ship-sloop Hazard, mount- 
ing 24 or 26 guns, lonor sixes and 12-pounder carronades, Cap- 
tain William Butterfield, gave chase to, and at 4 r. m. came 
within gun-bhot of, the French armed ship, Neptune, mounting 
10, but pierced for 20 guns ; those 10 guns believed to hum 
been 6-poundera, and which, Captain Butterfiekl m-bia letter 
-aaya, were all fought on one aide. The Neptune hauled up her 
oonnes, hoisted French colours, and flied a shot at the Hazard. 
Immediately an action ensued, during which the Neptune, 
having on board, exclusive of 53 seamen, 270 troops, made 
several attempts under cover of a heavy fire of musketr\', to 
board the Hazard ; but the crew of the latter repulsed the assail- 
anta with considerable loss, and, at the end of one hour and 60 
mmotes, compelled the French 8hii> to strike her colonn. 

^ The Hazard received a few shot in ber hull, and had her rig^ 
ging slightly injured. Her loss amoimted to only six men 
wounded. 'The Neptune, on the other hnnd, was a good deal 
cut up in hull, masts, and rigging, and lost, according to the 
representation of her officers, between 20 and 30 in killed and 
wounded together. A privateer, with French colours flying, 
was in sight to leeward daring the whole of the action. Captain 
Butterfieui's situation, even after he had made the F^ch ship 
bis prize, could not have been the most comfortable ; as be had 
nearly 300 prisoners to keep in subjecticin, with a crew, owing 
to a prize ^^hich the Hazard had manned and sent away, oi 
scarcely 100 men and boys. 

At the close of our account of the battle of the Nile, it was 
stated that the British 50-^un ship Leander, Captain Thomas 
Boulden Thompson, had sailed on the 6th of August, from be- 
fore Alexandria, with Kear-admiral Sir Horatio Nelson^s de> 
flpatches, addressed to the eommander4n-chief onihe Mediterra* 
oean station. 

On the 18th, at daybreak, being within five or six miles of 
the west end of Goza di Candia, the Leander discovered in the 
south-east quarter, standinsr directly for her, a lartre sail, 
evidently a ship of the line ; and which, although the Leander 
kiy becalmed, was bringing up a fine breeze from the southward. 
The Leander being upwards of 80 men short of complement, and 
having on board several that were wounded in the Nile action^ 
Captam Tliompson did not feel himself justified in seeking a 
contest with a ship so superior in point of m» and force ; and 
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tfaarafoie took eveiy practioUi nesns to avoid it The Leaiw 
4er'8 inferiority of sailing, however, rendered an action iBevitabl&f 
vad it was only left to steer such a course, as would enaUe bet 
tereoeive her powerful adversary to the beat advantage. 

That adversary was the French 74-gun ship Gen^reux, chef 
•dt divisioii Lejoiile, bound to Corfu, and armed, with the additioa 
<if two bnM 36-pQad«r €MnimdM OD tbe 
fruBfl m all, Ihttmrnm lfo. 4 in the table at viil.Lpi64; mukb* 
mt L cm im's fixca ooa aiii B d of - only 22 long 24-pomidm oir 
the lower deck, the same nmiUxr of r2-pounder9 on the second' 
deck, six long 6-pounders, on the quarterdeck and forecastle, 
and two, or rather one, for the other had been dismounted at 
the battle of the Nile, 12-pouxider carroaade on the poop, total 
31 guns.* 

M 8 A^m G^a/knmXf wilwiiiiiy nkwM ni ponewion 
«C the biuiaii, aad having fay way of deceptioQ hoisted' Neapolitan* 
'QilovTB, approached wiuiin raadoiiMbet of tin Laander, then 
ttleering, under every stitch of canvaas she could spread, with th& 
WBod on the larboanl beam- The French 74 now changed her 
<X^ours to Turkish ; but, from the first, her national character 
had been known. At 9 a. m. the Geoereux ranged up, within 
half gimrshot, on the Leander's larboard and w€»ather quarter, 
finding tlwt an aotioo was iaevitable, th» Leander sh o rt s— d' 
sail, aiM hauled vp mtil her broadside could be brought to bear* 
The G^n^reux now fired a shot ahead of the Leaader and the 
latter immediately replied to it by a broadside. 

A vigorous cannonade thus commenced on botli sides ; and 
the two ships continued nearing each other, keeping up a con- 
stant and heavy fire, until 10 h. 30 m. a. m., when the Genereux 
evinced a disposition to run her opponent on bossd. Such mm 
tin shattsied stnbs ef the lattsi^s ngging, ssilsy and yards, andl* 
se Hght the breeze, that the latter coiUd make no mowment to 
«vade the shock. The French 74, ascos dingl y, struck the 
British 50 on the larboard bow, and, dropping alongside, with a 
crash that bent double several of thit Leaader's lowerdeck ports^ 
•continued there for some time. 

A spirited and well-directed fire, however, from the Leander's 
leaanaDt of marines, stationed on the poop> and c winnnfled hy 
the semNBt-^offissr haying anived on board to sneeeed Uen- 
tsnsnft. HobuinMi killed at Isnerifre), and lirom the small-ann 
men on the qoarteidecky pievented the crew of the Gen6reux, 
nnmeious as they were, from taking advantage of the juxta- 
position of the ships j and the Frenchmen every time they 
attempted to board, were driven back with loss. Meanwhile 

* A contcraporary raiatates tho force of both ships. He pives the r;i'n<^« 
teux two guns too' manv on each of her principal deck s, and calk her 8- 
poanden 19b. For the Leuidef s nx 6-pottDileii, he subttttuleB eight Ok 
Brentoo, voL ii^ p.9SB. 
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such of the great gont of both ships, ts would bear, oonttniifid 

in full activity. 

After an interval of calm, a light air sprang up, still from the 
southward ; and the Genereux, being from her lofty sails the 
first to feel its effects, forged ahead, and disentaogled herself 
fiom the Leander, now lying with her iniwinmast over the ita»* 
board quarter, her fore topmast over the larboard bow, and both 
her lower yards on the booms. The G^n^reux, soon afterwards, 
coming up in the wind on the starboard tack, the Leander, who 
by the aid of her spritsail had succeeded in wearing, was enabled 
to luff under the stem of her antiigonist. The opportunity was 
not lost, and the Leander deliberately discharged into the Gen^ 
reux every gun upon her starboard broadside, which the wreck 
of her spars did not cover. 

The breeM again died away, and the sea became as smooHi 
as glsM; bat no intermission took place in the mutual eaiH 
nonade : it continued with unabated iury, until 3 h. 30 m. p, v. 
By this time the Gen^reux having, by the aid of a light breeze, 
paid round off upon her heel, stood athwart the hawse of the 
Leander, and stationed herself on the latter's larboard bow.* 
Here, unfortunately, the neater part of the guns, the fcsemost 
CMS in particular, lay disabled with the wreck of the fallen 
spars. This gave a cheek to the Leandeif's firing, and the 
M^n^reuz took that opportunity of hailing, to know if the Biitiah 
ship surrendered. 

The Leander was now totally ungovernable, having her lower 
yards on the booms, and no stick standing, save the bowsprit 
and the shattered remains of the fore and mam masts : the ship's 
hull was also cut to pieces, and her decks were strewed on every 
aide with killed and woimded. The G^6reuz» bo the odier 
hand, having lost only her mizen topmast, was gradually passing 
alon^ the Leander's larboard beam, as if intending to tat:e up a 
position across her stem. In the defenceless state of the British 
ship, what other reply to the question of surrender could be 
given, than an affirmative ? It was given, by holding out a pike 
with a French jack at the end of it, and the Genereux took 
possession of her comparatively insignificant, but far from easily* 
won prize : not, however, by a boat, for the Leander had left toe 
Qmreux no boat in a situation to take the water, but by the 
VwDch ship's boatswain, and one of her ff»"«g»*«, or midship- 
men, after they had swum on board. 

An action so celebrated, and so truly creditable to the 
weaker party, we are happy to be able to illustrate with a dia-> 
gram. 

• **StariKMud''mtbeG«aette^ but w« believe a miflpriat. 
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la this nx bomi' doie and bloody conflict^ tibe Leander lost 
llivee andihipaieii (Peter Dowon, — Gibton, and Edwaid 
Haddcm), 24 seameoy one sergeant (Dair), and seven private 
marines killed, her commander (badly* in three places), Captain 
Berry (slightly*), two lieutenants ( Watkinson Bridges Taylor 
and William Swiney), her master (Michael Lee), boatswain 
(Mr. Mathias, badly), one master's mate (John Leckey), one 
midshipman (Mr. Nailor), 41 seamen, and ninejprivate marines 
irounded — total, 35 killed and 67 fvoiyided. This was a full 
Ihira of her gallant cvew; for, bavhiff left one lieatenanty one 
midshipman, and fifty men on board the prises of Aboukir bay, 
and been onsinally short of her comp]enieiit» the Leander had 
commenced tlie action with only 282 men and boys, including 
her 14 wounded in the Nile battle, and, we believe, her two pas^ 
senders, Captain Edward Berry and a Mr. William Hill. 

The Genereux, having received on board a portion of the 
T^mol^n*8 crew,t as well as, on the day prerions, when she 

Kted company with the Gaillaome-Tell, a Dmnber of men from 
f had commenced die action with 936 men and boys. Of 
these, according to the information given by some of her officers 
to the late officers of the Leander, the Genereux sustained a 
loss of about 100, including her first lieutenant, killed, and 188 
wounded ; sufficient in amount, even admitting it to be slightly 
overrated, to prove that the 74's thick sides were not im- 
penetrable to tne 50-eun ship^s comparati?ely light, but liberally 
bestowed, and welKdifected shot Some of the crew of the 
O^n^reoz wera even killed upon her orlop deck ; and nothing 
but the smoothness of the water saved the French ship's fore- 
masly which had been struck by 23 of the JLeander's shot, 

* fiy " part of a man's skull, which was driven through his amu"— JArwI 
Chmdek, voL SY.,p. 180. 
.t See pw 178. 
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and was left at ia^t with only one shroud of a side to sup- 
porth. 

COMPABATIV£ FORCl;; OF THE COMBATANTS. 



Broadside-guDs < ^ 

Crew •••••• •••••••••«••••••••••« No. 

Site tons. 



LEANDEE. 

432 
282 

loss 



GEN&UUX. 

1024 



I99B 



Where is there a single-ship action which has conferred 
•greater honour upon the conqueror than in tliis instance lights 
upon the conquered ? Such a defence is unparalleled, even ia 
the British ia!fy,ythem to be brare is icaiody a merit Nothing, 
howoYer, is witSont its alloy. Captain Thompson had the mis- 
fertune to be compelled to yield up his brave crew and himself 
to, we are sorry to say, a man who, by his subsequent treatment 
of his prisoners, disgraced both the profession he serred in^ and 
the country that employed him. 

No sooner had the French midshipman and boatswain got on 
board the prize, than they began laymg thek hands upon every 
thing wiUnn their rettoh. T&chief matter of ■nrpsiaa haaa i%. 
that the Leandet^s people should httre pcnnkted amok spoliatioMb« 
when, in the twinkling of an eye, they might have turown the. 
plunderers back into the element out of which they had joatt 
before raised them. Never was there a finer illustration of the 
opinion entertained by honourable minds, of the duties which a 
state of surrender imposes, than the non-resistance of the 
Leander's crew under treatment so oppressive ; the lions were 
mm changed to lamba ; and all the Bsilish oraar did wai^ W> 
httstan in patching up a boat, as well to convey CaptaiaThoaap 
aoB and his principal officem am board of the Gen^reui^, as tO: 
brino: back from the latter some officer of high rank, and, it 
was hoped, of more honourable fSBeUngs, than tha one they. had 
been forced to receive. 

Captain Thompson and bis officers soon found, to their cost, 
how talladously they had judged of the French captain and his 
lieuteoanta. By those the BritiahurmphmderadoSrever^thin^, 
aafu "very little naore than the clothes on their backs. Captaua 
Thompson, owned a very large stock of shirts; bwt GaplaiA La- 
joille would allow him to retain three only, tied up in a nandker- 
chief ; and, in exchange for all the remainder of his clothes, 
gave him an old great-coat ; the wretch refused to the gf>Mapt 
officer even his cot, although badly wounded. 

In vain did Captain Thompson and his officers expostulate 
with the captain on thia hanh fraatment : wl vaki they reminded 
lam of the very opfosifte treatment experienced by the French 
officers taken prisoners at the battle of the Nile. Captain 
Lejoille, with perfect nonchalance, answered, ^'J'ensuis fache, 
mais le fait est, que les Fran^-ais sont bons au pillage." Captain 
Berry expressed a wish to have returned to him a pair of pistols. 
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of vpfaicli W hid bMn plsndnnd* Hisy w&n pRtdbnood \tf 
nan who had taken them, and were iiamediatdy seeored the 
OBBBMiBtiiafl LejoiUe, idio told Captain Berry that he mM. 

give him a pair of French pistols to protect him on his journey 
borne ; that piomiae, it need louDoely ba aikled» waa nem 
fulfilled* 

In shorty Captain Thompson and his people experienced^ 
wlttle on board tois Vmadk akip of the line^ acts of cruelty that* 
would have disgraced a Barbery cofwur. Thb Fraach caniad;' 
their inhumanity ta audi a pitch, that, just aa tliaaa^^BOM of tiie 
Laander had commeneed performing the necessary operatiooav 
upon the wounded, they robbed him of his instruments ; and 
the severe wounds of Captain Thompson had nearly proved 
fatal, by a refusal to allow his surcreoa to visit him ! It was 
actually not until after the Genereux and her prize had arrived 
at Gadtt, which was M tiie let of September, that Captain 
Thompeon conld get the attendance of Mr* Mulberry to estmet 
the nMnkaMiaU which had entered hia aim ; nor was that efaa 
then acoompUshedy until the latter gentleman had been 
smuggled on boaid the Frenclt tUp anknown t» her baifaariatt' 
of a captain. 

A sailor's wardrobe being scarcely worth plundering, Captain 
Lejoille found other means oi turning to his advantage the 
reaoorcea of the poor feUowa whoiiad been in that capacity on 
iMMad the Laandar. Tboaa wIm had bean allownd to leanin in 

the pnaa, wen obliged to rig her with jury-masts, and refit her 
for the vo^ra^ to Caifa ; and those who had been transhipped 
to the Genereux, were compelled to splice the whole of tnat 
ship's damaged rigging, before any other food waa served oat to 
them than bread and water. 

On the 2bth of August, while the Gcucreux, having the 
Laander in tow^ waa proceeding widi bar to Coda, the 16'^giin 
Ug^aloop Motina^ Oaptain tUia Honoorable TboBBaa BbSka 
Capely bound at we hnta already stated, to Naples, with dnplip 
citaa of tba deapatches with which the Leander had been 
chaiged, hove in sight ; and such was the alarm on board the 
Genereux, at even this puny force, that the Frenchmen were 
preparing to secure the prisoners below, cast oil tlie prize, and 
make the best of her way into port without her. Had the 
Mnline been rigsed with tnma maata inatead of two, and ap- 
proached aomewnat nearer than ahe did, the G^n^ux, in all 
probability, would bava fled, and the Leander been recaptured. 
Captain Capel, howofor, aa appears by the subjoined letter to 
Rear-admiral Nelson, written on the arrival of the Mutine at 
Naples, mistook the two vessels for ships of greater force ; and 
that under circumstances of rather an extinoidiiiary nature. 
''On the 28th of August," says Captain Capel, "m latitude 

* 'Naval CSuoiiide^ vol. xiv.» p. 10. 
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37° 45', longitude 16° 50', I fell in \vith two llne-of-battle ships, 
one under three jury topmasts, the second had a jury mizen top- 
mast, having the other ship in tow. I passed so close as to 
make their hulls out distinctly. I also showed them French 
colours, which they answered by the same ; and I have not the 
smallest doubt» from thoee circomstaDces, tind the perfect reool- 
lection I have of the Guillanme-TeU and the Gmrenz, that it 
was those ships : they were steering to the norUi-eMty appsr 
rently for Cortu."* 

The sufferings of the Leander's men did not cease with the 
arrival of the two ships at Corfu. The republican authorities 
there seem to have considered the example of Captain Lejoille 
and his officers worthy of imitation to the very letter ; and, with 
all their charactfliistic hardihood, the leamen, more etpecially 
the wounded portion of themi nearly perished unaer tha 
load of iil^reatment which waa oontiniied to be heaped npon 
them.t 

At length the principal part of the officers, late belonging to 
the Leander, were allowed to return home on their parole ; but 
Captain Lejoille actually detained the carpenter, Thomas Jarrat, 
heoLuse he refused to furnish him with the^ dimensions of the 
Leander's masts and yards. Sermd of the seamen alio were 
compelled to remain at Corfu; and when, at a subsequent day, 
a Turco-Russian squadron was blodcading the Gen^reux in the 
port, Captain Lejoille tried to persuade some of the Leander's 
men, of whose prowess he had received so indubitable a proof, 
to assist hira in forcing his way out to sea. But the noble 
fellows lent a deaf ear to all the French captain's promises of 
reward ; and, in particular, a maintopman, named George Ban- 
nister, replied, ** No^ \*ou d — d French r-^— 1, sive us hack 
our little ship, and we'll fight you again till we sink." 

Had Captain Thompson found an enemy in such a man as 
Captain Bergeret,J or in any one of those by whom Captain 
Bligh of the Alexander had been captured,^ or, in short, any 
among 60 other French officers that might be named, his per- 
severine defence of his ship, his noble support of the fla^ under 
which he served, would have gained him tne esteem of his con- 
Querof. Far from plundering, he would have protected him. 
Far from belying him, he would have told a plain tale of his 
own good fortune. Far from wishing to degrade his prisoner, 

• Clarke and M'Arthur's Life of Nelson, vol. ii., p. 97. 

f See letter from Mr. Stanley, die British Consul at Trieste^ in Naval 
Chronicle, vol. p. 11.- 

% Wliilc a prisoner in England, (see vol. I., p. 464.) Captain Bergeret was 
permitted to go to France on his parole, to endeavour to effect an exchange 
between himself and Sir Sidn^ Smith ; but, failing in his object, he returned 
to En^and. Sir Sidney having in the mean time escaped, the British govcn* 
ment, with a proper feelii^ ffne Captain BogueC his Uber^. 

§ See vol. I. p. 183. 
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that he might make him a stepping-ttone to his own exaltation, 
1m would hKfB paid him the nomage one brave msB pays to 
another; he would even have endeavoured to heighten, lather 
tbut to diminish, the splendour of a resistance, which to over- 
come had cost him so dearly. 

In the former edition of this work we gave an extract from, 
and commented rather severely upon, a letter, or rather the 
translation of a letter, beanng the signature of the captain of 
the Genereux, and transcribed at len^h in several Enghsh pub- 
lications. We have since souzht in vain among^ the French 
newspapers for the original of this letter, and begin to doubt 
whetner it ever appeared at all in a French dress. The allied 
writer, we now find, has long ceased to be among the livmg. 
We will not, therefore, make use of the contents of what has 
the appearance of being a spurious production, to heap addi- 
tional disgrace upon the memory of Captain Lejoille. 

In a resjpectable French historical work, from which we are 
in the habit of occasionally quoting, is a brief notice of the 
Leander's capture, as fairly stated in one part, as it is unfairly, 
or lather, to those wha know the facts, ludicrously stated m 
another. The account represents the Leander to have mounted 
50 guns, " cinquante canons," and to have foug;ht the Genereux 
** four hours." Then follows in a note the following just remark ; 
- Le poids des boulets d'une bordce du vaisseau francais etait 
double de celui des boulets d^une bordee du Leander, et la 
coque de ce vaisseau offrait infiniment moins de r^istanoe* 
Notre impartialite nous fait un devoir de mentionner oette 
dieonstanoe^ qui devient honorable pour les d^fenseurs da 
vaisseau ennemi." 

This is truly refreshing, after the highly exaggerated accounts 
of the Genereux's performance, which we recollect to have read 
in two or three numbers of the Moniteur. We wish the writer's 
*' impartiality" had stimulated him to make further iuquiry 
before he gave insertion to what follows, and which we shall 
first present in English : " Lejoille possessed yet further claims 
(alluding to his alleged valorous conduct at the battle of the 
Nile) to the esteem of his enemies, by the manner in which he 
treated the two English captains whom the chances of war had 
thrown into his power. After having paid them every ima- 
ginable attention, he sent them on their parole to England, the 
moment the captain of the Leander was sufficiently recovered of 
his wounds to support the journey." ** Lejoille acquit encore 
de nouveaux droits k Testinie de ses ennemis par la manite 
dont il traita les deux capitaines anglais a ue le sort des armes 
avait fait tomber en son pouvoir. Apres avoir eu pour eux 
toutes les attentions imaginables, il les renvoya sur parole en 
Angleterre, aussitot que le commandant du Leander fut assez 
bien retabli de ses blessures pour supporter le voyage."* 

Victoirei et Conquctei, tome p. 860. 
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M leogdi CaptaiBB Thompson and Berry, wilii aooBt of llie 

Leander^s officers, reached their native comitnr. Tbe co«U 
aHLTtial, which sat on Captain Thompson, his officers and mea, 
for the loss of their ship, was held on the 17th of December, 
1798, at Sheeniess, on board the America 64. The following 
ytos the sentence pronomiced : ** The court having heard the 
eridence brought forward in support of Captain Thompson'^ 
Banative of Ihe captors of the Leandar, «m having very mar- 
tiuely and ddibeiatdy coandeved the whole, is of opiaion, thai 
-the gallant and almost unprecedented defaapc of On^itaio 
Thompson, of his majesty's late ship Leander, agamst so supe- 
rior a force as that of the Genereux, is deserving of erery praise 
his country and this court can give ; and that his conduct, with 
that of the officers and men under his command, reflects not 
only the highest honour on himself and them, hat on their 
conntiy at Hirge, and the eoart doea thavefeie awat l w oya biy 
acquit Captain ThonraaoD^ Jbe." The president, Captni George 
Tripp, then addressed the captain nearly as followa : * OtptMn 
Thmnpson, I feel the most lively pleasure in letaming you the 
sword with which you have so bravely maintained the honour 
of your king and country ; the more so, as I am convinced that 
when you are again called upon to draw it in th^ defence, you 
will add fiesh laureb to the wreath you hafe already so nobly 
won.* The tfaaoka of the eonrtwera ako cifaD la Gaplabi 
(knighted on the 12th) Sir Edward Beny ; and Captain Thomp- 
son, upon his return to the thoKey waa talated willi three cheera 
by all the ships in the harbour. 

Thus had Captain Thompson received from the sentence of a 
court-martial, as honourable an acquittal as his heart could 
desire ; and he soon afterwards received, from the hand of his 
aovereign, a boon which proodeil fMtor vaaaUy, but not 
more r^tfolly dahns, the hoDOW of kngktfaood. 

As every officer, who was on board the jLeander in her action 
with the QinikevMg ia entitled to have hia name iadoded in the 
account, we are happy in having it in our power to record the 
names of the greater part, if not the whole, of those not already 
mentioned in the return of loss. Her first lieutenant was 
William Richardson; her second and third, and her master, 
appear amone the wounded. Two master^s mates were Jeremiah 
KuMel and JMin Whitehead; a third ie atnone the we aad ed> 
Her midshipmen were, Chailea Hardy, William Reynolds, 
Geoige Lempri^re, John Coates, and Caeaar WiUiam Richard- 
son ; exclusive of the three killed and the one wounded ; derk, 
Charles Bullman ; surgeon, boatswain, and carpenter have been 
already named. The gunner was John Burns, and the purser, 
Daniel Hogg. Marine officer there was none on boaid bat 
flereeant Dair, and he gallantly fell at his pott 

It is not a little lii^ukr that, towarda the doae of the pre^ 
eediDg war, thia saine Lnuider had ao engageoMiit with a Frm 
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UMl, At midnight, on the 18th of January, 1783, while cruising 
m «1» Wmt UMm, the Lender, Captek Jolui WiUet FtLjm 
(the Beme wbo oommended the Ruesel in Lord Sowe'a ectionl 
M\ innitk the French 74^ ahip Plat«, Oefftain d'Alberl de 
^iomsy partially disabled, it appears, either by a gale or en 
action. The Leander herself commenced the attack, and soon 
obtained a capital raking position on the 74's starboard bow. 
After a smart contest of two hours, the Pluton sheered off, with 
the loss of one lieutenant and four seamen killed, and 11 seamen 
eeeundod 1!he hue on hoard the Leander amoonted to 15 
ikaiel and woiiiBded; Ihe latter aohadly. that two only of theai 
AurrivwL 

On the 22d of August, at noon, the British 38-gun frigate^ 
Naiad, Captain William Pierrepont, cruising off Cape Finisterre, 
^discovered and chasol a French frigate in the east-no tth-eas^ 
but at dark lost sight of her. Soon after midnight, however, the 
Naiad again saw tne French frigate steering south-east, and con- 
^teiad mt paanm^ light Erceaefly dnnng the remainder of 
.tiw aigbty and until 2 p.m. the next day; when the Britiih 
44-gun frigate, Magnanime, Captain, the Honourable Michael. 
.De Courcy, hove in sight, and joined in the chase. 

At about 5 p. M. the French 36-gun frigate, Decade, Captain 
Villeneuve, began firing her stem-chasers at her pursuers, par- 
ticularly at the Naiad, the more advanced ship of the two ; and 
who, at 6 h. 16 m. p. m., commenced a fire in return. After a 
jwiing fi{^ of ahont an how from ita ooBuneneeiBen^ but by 
niuflht aa it appean^ no damage or loea was inflifledr on either 
«ide, the Di6cade hauled down her eolonrs. 

The friffate was last from Cayenne ; iHiither she had carried 
the banished persons whom the Charente, on account of her 
accident, had oeen obliged to reland.* The Decade had on 
board a crew of 326 men, but had left at Cayenne ten of her 
guns : consequently, she mounted but 30 at the most, while the 
tSittad ahme mooniled 46^ and of a haaiier ealiher. The piiae 
.■wiiUiBd 015 tone, uid was added to the Britidi navy as a 
12-pounder, 36-|pin frigate. 

On the 7th of September, at noon, the British 38-gun frigate^ 
Phaeton, Captain, the Honourable Robert Stopford, and 44-gun 
frigate Anson, Captain Philip Charles Durham, cruising in com- 
pany off the French coast in the neighbourhood of the river 
Gironde, fell in with, and after a chase of 24 hours, captured the 
. Branch 32-gvkfingate Fkre, eight days from Bordeaui^ on a 
^sniise. 

Although calM a IHgafte in Captain Stopford's letter^ the 
Flore, it would appear, waa not» aft the time of her capture^ a 

national frigate, but a privateer, similar to the Citoyenne- 
FraD9aiee» the ahip which, the first year of the war, had the 

• Seep.a8a 
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aetkm wHh the Iiii.* Hie Floie» howerer^ bad beeo a national 
fiigate, and a Teiy remarkaUe one» as the ibllowing account of 
her will show. 

In the year 1757, the French frigate, Vestale, measaring 698 
tons English, and pierced to carry 32 long 12 and 6 pounders, 
was launched at the port of Havre. In the spring of 1761, the 
Vestale was captured, off the Penmarcks, by tne 28-gun frigate. 
Unicorn, the look-out ship of a British squadron cruising off 
Brest, and was added to the British na^y by the name of fwnu 
In the year 1778, the Flora was sunk by the British^ at the 
eracuation of Rhode-Island, in order that she might not ftJI 
into the hands of t!ie Americans. The latter, however, with 
their accustomed ingenuity, weighed the frigate, and then sold 
her to her original masters, the French government ; from whose 
service, on account probably of her age and comparatively small 
dimensionu, she appears to have been finally dismissed at the 
conclasioa of the peace in 1783. 

On the 24th of October, at 8 a.k., the Tezel bearing south 
east, distant 10 leagues, the British 18>ponnder738-ffiin 
frigate, Sinus, Captain Richard King, while reconnoitring that 
port, fell in with two Dutch ships of war, one the 36-gun frigate, 
Fune, Captain Pletz, the other, the 24-gun corvette, Waak- 
'zaamheid. Captain Neirop ; but the ships were not in a situation 
for mutual support, being about two miles apart Passing 
mthin gun-shot of the foraier, which was the leewaidmost, the 
Sinus stood on until she could nearly fetch the Waaksaamheid. 
At about 9 A. M., Captain King, having thus, as was his object, 
prevented the junction of the two ships, fired at and brought to 
the Waakzaamheid, who immediately discharged a lee gun, and 
hauled down her colours. 

As soon as possession was taken of the Waakzaamheid, the 
prisoners removed, and a priie-crew put on board, the Sinus 
made sail after tiie Forie; who, the instant she hsid witnessed 
the bloodless surrender of her commodore (for Captain Neirop 
was tiie senior officer), bore ufi, and, by the time the Sinus was 
ready for pursuit, had nearly escaped out of sight By 5 p. m.^ 
however, the Sirius had the good fortune to overtake the 
escaping ship. A running action now ensued, at times within 
musket-shot distance, the Furie returning the heavy fire of the 
Sirius, with a smart but ill-directed discharge of cannon and 
mnsketrv. This continued for about half an hour; when the Furie» 
having her hull, masts, rigging, and sails much cut up, surren- 
dered. The damage done to the Sirius was but trifling, she 
having only received a shot through her bowsprit, had her 
rigging and sails a little injured, and one man wounded by a 
musket-bail. 

The guns of the Sirius, a frigate of 1049 tons, were 44 in 

e See voLi., p. 91. 
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number, similar to those of the Phoebe at a pieceding page. 
The 36 guns of the Furie, a frigate of 827 tons, were long Dutch 
twelves and sizes; and the 26 guns of the Waakzaamheid, a ship 
of 504 tons, were all, except two brass sixes, long Dutch eights: 
two ot" these also brass and, we believe, mounted in the bndle- 
ports. Even then, 24 ports, calculated for 8 or 9 pounder guns, 
appear to be a great many for a ship of 604 tons. It is true, 
that the Waakiaamhdd had two porta of a side on a lower or 
birtb-deck; bat the official letter expressly states, that she 
mounted 24 gons on her main deck* 

The Furie, out of a complement, including 165 soldiers, of 
328 men and boys, suffered a loss of eight men killed and 14 
wounded. The Waakzaamheid, as we have seen, made no 
defence ; therefore her crew, including 122 French soldiers, of 
222 men and boys, escaped unhmt. T^is renders it unnecessary 
to exhibit any formal statement of the comparative force of the 
combatants: suffice it that, could the two Dutch ships have 
nnited their strength in defence of their flag, they would stiU 
have been hardly a match for the Sirius. 

The two prizes contained on board, between them, 6000 stands 
of arms, besides other ordnance stores ; which, along with the 
troops, they were carrying to Ireland. Both ships were purchased 
£>rtneuse of the British navy. One, under tne name of Wil- 
belmina (a Fury being already in the service), became a 12- 
. pounder 32-gun fri^te; the other, -under her own hard name». 
was, for the short tmie she reigned as a cruiser, attached to the 
20-gun class. As a proof, too, that we had reason to doubt her 
having mounted, when captured, 24 guns on the main deck, 20 
only were estabUshed there when the Waakzaamheid was fitted 
out in the British service. 

In the latter part of November, as the British privateer- 
achooiier Herald, of Jersey, Oaptain Thomas Pistock, was cruia- 
ing off the Neapolitan coast, three French privateers conmienced 
a furious attacK upon her. Captain Pistock, by an animated 
address, so inspirited the Herald s crew, that, after an action of 
three hours' duration, the Herald beat off' all three of her op- 
ponents, leaving them with shattered hulls, and a loss, between 
them, as reported to have been afterwards ascertained, of 30 
m killed and wounded; while the Bridsb vessel had the good 
fortune not to lose a man. 

The Herald was only of 80 tons, and mounted 10 guns, 3, 4^ 
and 6 pounders, with a complement of 28 men ; whereas the 
largest of the French privateers mounted, it is said, five long 18- 
pounders (one on a traversing carriage), and the other two, four 
8-pounders each : consequently the united crews of the three 
must have amounted to at least 180 men. It is related also 
that, on the night of tlie action, a ftlneca, with 22 men, sud- 
.denly appeared alongside the Herald, with die vww of carrying 
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her by boarding ; but that a well-directed broadside from the 
Herald sent the felucca and all that were in her to the bottom. 

On his arrival at Naples shortly afterwards, Captain Pistock 
received from all ranks, for his spirited behaviour, the highest 
marks of attentkvKMMl iCHHCt llieDiikeof SoMex, w1k>wm 
tiMQ at NapleSy is tM to mure twice hoDomred Captain Piitoek 
with an inTiftation to breakfast^ and to have presented hitn witk 
a hanger of considerable value, marked with the initials of his 
royal nighnes8''8 name; and one of tlie prince's suite, a Mr. 
Veers, ixiive a pair of pistols to the gallant privateer's-man. 
The latter was also received with great attention by Sir William 
Hamilton, the Bntish envoy. The brave crew of the Herald 
did not pass unnoticed; as the Briiaih merchants at Naples 
tailed by sttbscriptiany and dittribnted between dieoi, the mm 
of 200 dollars. 

On the 7th of December, as the British 22-gun ship Perdriz, 
Captain William Charles Fahie, mounting 20 French 6-poundere 
and two English l2-]:>ounder carronades, was cruising to leeward 
of the islanu of St.-Thomas, an American master gave informa- 
tion tliat his vessel, the preceding evening, had been boarded by 
a French ship of war, seven leagues to £a eastward of Viigb- 
Goida. Gaplain False used every exertion to get to windward 
of the lastuuned island ; but, owing to the prevailing strong 
gales, accompanied at times by heavy squalls, the Perdrix did 
not, until the 10th, effect that object. On the 11th, at day- 
light, a ship was discovered from the mast-head in the south- 
cast quarter, and soon ascertained to be a cruiser. Not a 
moment was lost in pursuing her ; and, after a 16 hours' chase, 
the Pcsdrix bioa|^t to cImo aetion the French privatoer-6^> 
Ann6e4'Italie) Captain Colachy, mounting 18 guns, feor of 
ibem long 12, and the remainder long 8 pounders. An animated 
file was kept up for 42 minutes ; when the latter, being reduced 
to an unmanageable wreck, struck her colours. 

The damages of the Perdrix were confined to her rigging and 
sails, and, out of a crew of 1.03 men and boys, she escaped with 
only one man wounded ; while the loss on board the Armee- 
d'ltaliei whose crew nusebered 117, asooanted to six men killed 
and five wounded. Captain Fahie, in his official letter, highly 
commends the conduct of the two lieutenants of the Perdrix, 
Edward Ottley and James Smith ; also of Mr. Moses Crawford, 
the master, and Mr. Samuel Piguenet, the parser^ the latter of 
whom volunteered to serve on deck. 

On the 5th of December the British 12-pounder 32-gun 
frigate Ambuscade, mounting eight 24 -pounder carronades 
beyond her 32 long guns, or 40 guns in dl, Captain Heniy 
Jenkinsy leaving tome of her nen in chai^ of a prise witn 
which she had just arrived at Portsmouth, agsin set sail on a 
eniise off the French coast, lb a fcw days afteiwaids Ihe An»- 
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boscade captured a brig and a chasse-maree, and placed in 
charge of the former her second lieutenant and a party of her 
best men, receiving on board, from the two vessels, about 30 
French prisoners. At this time her third lieutenant, Joseph 
Briggs, was coofiaed to his cabin with a dangerous ilioess, and, 
flf ner compkneiift of 212, indiiding a large proportaon of boysy 
no more than 190 nmained. 

Thus circumstanced, the Ambuscade^ oo the 14th, aft 7 A.M^ 
.while lying to oft' the port of Bordeaux, in momentary expecta- 
turn of being joined by the 32-i;un frip;ate Stag, Captain Joseph 
Sydney Yorke, discovered a sail coming down from the sea- 
ward. None seemed to doubt that this was the Stag ; and, as 
the ship approached end-on, no opportunity was afforded of 
judging from the appeaiance of her huU. Aeoordingly, at the 
atwl hour, the officers and men went unconcenied to hreakfaBt. 
At a bttie before 9 A. m . the stranger had approached neariv 
within gun-shot ; when, suddenly, she hauled close to the wind, 
and made all sail to get away. The mistake was now discovered : 
the hands were turned up ; and, in a little while, the Ambuscade 
was imder a press of sail in chase. In order to quicken her pro- 
.gress to winaward, the hammocks were piped down. After this 
tte Amboieade gamed upon the ehaee ; and at length, beUraan 
11 and 12 in the ibieBoon, got near enough to fire a shot This 
immediately returned by the stranger^ whom we may now 
introduce as the French ^^-i^am frigate, or, in the old nomen- 
■dature, when the quarterdecks of this class were not armed, 
24-gun corvette," BaVonnaise, mounting 24 long French eights 
upon the main deck, and six long sixes, with two brass 36- 
pounder carronades, upon the quarterdeck, total 32 carriage- 
guns, besides eight large swiveb mounted upon her batnoade* 
The Bai'onnaise was commanded by Lieutenant de vaiaieaa 
JeaiwBaptiste-Edffloml Richer, and had on board, including an 
officer and 30 troops which slie hud brought from Cayenne, a 
•crew of at least 250 men and boys. Indeed, aceonling to the 
^*r61e d'equipage," found on board this same ship when de- 
atroyed by a British ship of war at a subsequent day, her esta- 
bluhed crew alone amounted to 280. 

Ettch ahip^ as soon as she had fired a shot in the niamitr 
Jcdatcd, hoisted her colours. Soon afterwards the Baionnaise 
•shortened sail, and the action commenced. After it had con- 
tinued about an hour, to the evident disadvantage of the French 
ship, one of the Ambuscade's maindeck 1'2-pounders, abreast of 
the gangway, burst. By this unfortunate accident the gangway 
was knocked to pieces, the boats on the boom stove, the lower 
sill of the port nlown away even with the deck, anid 11 meu 
badly wounded. An accident of the kind never fiuk to damp the 
ardour of the hiavest and best disciplined ship's company : 
what then mutt have beoi its effect upon a set of men so 
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utterly worthleafiy with very few ezoeptionSy as thofle of the 

Ambuscade 'I 

In the midst of the confusion consequent upon this disaster, 
the Baionnaise made sail. The Ambuscade followed presently, 
and reoommenoed the actkm to leeward ; but, ooming up with a 
crowd of canTasSy shot far ahead, llie Baionnaise, by this 
time, had tustained considerable damage in her hull, riggings 
4Uid spars, as well as a heavy loss in officers and men, including 
among the wounded her captain and first lieutenant ; when, ac- 
cording to the French accounts, the commandant of the troops 
suggested to the only sea-officer remaining on deck, the ' pro- 
bable success of an attempt to board. 

The plan bemg ooncvrred in, the helm of the Fiench ship 
-was pat up, and the Baionnaise ran foul of her opponent, cany« 
ing away, with her bowsprit, the Amboacade's star Doard quarter- 
deck bulwark, mizen shrouds and mizen mast, and unshipped 
the wheel. We are left to conjecture in what state the Ambus- 
cade was, to have permitted this : at all events, the ship could 
not have been under command. The Baionnaise then dropped 
under the Ambuscade^a stem ; but still remained foul, having, 
•by the fluhe of her anchor or a grappling-iron, caught the letters 
mdder-chaio. The French troops, from the bowsprit, the head 
of which had fallen with the jib-boom and spritsail yard, now 
commanded, with their powerful muaketry, the whole range ^ 
ihe Ambuscade's quarterdeck. 

A smart fire, in return, was kept up by the remnant of the 
British marines. So much, however, to the disadvantage of the 
Ambuscade, that, in a veiy short time, her first lieutenant, 
Dawson Main, received a musket-shot in his ^oin, and was 
handed below, where he almost immediately expired. Directly 
afterwards Captain Jenkins received a shot that carried away 
the top of his thigh-bone. He also was necessarily taken be- 
low. Almost at the same instant Lieutenant Sinclair, of the 
marines, received a wound in his thigh, and then another in the 
shoulder: he, too, was compelled to quit his quarters. Scarcely 
had he been handed below, when the master, Mr. Brown, was 
diot through the head, and fell on the deck amidst a heap of 
killed and wounded. The only aurmmg lieutenant, Joseph 
Briggs, YaA come out of his sick cot to take a part in the aO" 
tion.: he was wounded in the head. After this, the conmumd 
devolved upon Mr. William Bowman Murray, the purser. 

The gunner now came on deck, and reported that the ship 
was on fire abaft; whereupon the majonty of the surviving 
crew, apprehensive of the mao^azine, qmtted their quarters and 
went below ; where they remamed, in spite of every endeavour 
cf Mr. Murray to rally them. The alarm was occasioDed by 
the explosion of some cartridges, carelessly left upon the rudder- 
bead during the dischaige of a gun through the calwi windows 
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iato the bow of the Baionnaise ; an aecident which, besidea the 
fiital panic it caused, badly wounded every man at the gun, and 
blew out a part of the Ambuscade's stem, and shattered the 
jollyboat that had been hanging there. In the height of all 
this confusion, the French soldiers, followed by the crew of the 
Baionnaise, of whose bowsprit they made a bridge, rushed upon 
the now nearly abandoned quarterdeck of the Ambuscade ; and, 
after a very snort struggle, possessed themselves of the British 
fiisate. 

The lo08 sustained by the Ambuscade amounted to 10 killed, 
and 36 wounded; including^ amons the former, her fint lienr 

tenant and master, and, among the latter, her captain very 
dangerously, third and only surviving lieutenant, and a lieu- 
tenant of marines. The loss on the part of the Baionnaise 
appears, by the French accounts, to have amounted to 30 killed, 
and 30 badly wounded ; including, among the former, the officer 
in command of the troops, and, among the latter, Captain 
Richer and his first lieutenant The number of slightly wounded 
18 not stated ; but the whole wounded, if they bore something 
less even than in the usual proportion to the killed, could not 
have amounted to fewer than from 60 to 70 men. 

Few actions in the accounts of them, have been worse handled 
than that of the Ambuscade and Baionnaise. The English 
historians have been either too sensitive to touch upon it, or 
more than usually negUgent in supplying themselTes with de- 
tails. Captain Schmnberg, who in toL iii., comprises his 
account in about 30 lines, calls the Baionnaise a French prir 
vateer" of 32 ?uus. It was, however, some excuse, that even 
the sentence of the court-martial upon Captain Jenkins, as pub- 
lished, avoided naming the ship by which the Ambuscade bad 
been captured. In the dreadfully wounded state of Captain 
Jenkins and his few surviving officers, it was as much as he and 
they could do, merely to enumerate the guns mounted by the 
Baionnaise. This they did, stating ihem at 32, but of what 
calibers, or whether a part of them were not swivels, they left 
imezplained. Next came a paragraph in the Moniteur, stating 
in an official manner, that the English frigate Ambuscade, of 40 
guns, had been captured by the French corvette Baionnaise, 'of 
20 guns. Thus was the British public left to decide to which * 
account they would give credit ; one of them not very flattering, 
the other quite huminating, to &e national pride. 

We have now before us a French engraving of this action, 
underneath which is inscribed, La Baionnaise, corvette fran* 
caise, de viD^;t.quatre canons de huit, prenant ^ Tabordaee I'Em* 
buscade, fregate anglaise, de vingt-six canons de seize, le vingt- 
neuf Decembre, 1798. Dessin^e et gravee par les ordres de 
Monsieur I'Arairal Bruix, ministre de la marine et des colonies." 
The statement, that one ship mounted 24 guns,"" waits but tobe 
explained until we read that the oliher noi^iited "26 guns.'' The 
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ftct Wf uracil to Die ciedit of Admind Bndx, where s dlfereBtf 

mode of stating the guns would have cast a greater alur upon 
the British vessel, the maindeck guns of each ship are all that 
are enumerated. The print represents a full broadside ^iew of 
the Baionnaise, without a single port obscured by smoke* 
She has 12 guns run out on her main deck, with a bow or 
bridle port, making 13 ports in all. Her forecastle is without 
a bulwaric, and, of ooutm witimt guns ; bat ike exposed atdfr 
of her quarterdeck shows four ports, with guns in theai, the 
aftermost one apparently a carronade : four swivels also appear^ 
mounted in their usual place alon<j; the top of the barricade. 
Here, then, we have, as admitted by the French themselves, 
30 long «2;iins and two carronades ; comprisnig the number 
Stated, not only by the ofiicers of the Ambuscade, but by 
those of the Ardent, which ship, at a subsequeut day, droye 
en ahoie and destroyed this same Bttomiaise. 

We may here remark, that the diawtng is ezeeuted m-a mas- 
terly manner, and is minute even to a block. The stem of the 
JSnglish ship, of wliich there is a full view, agrees, in all the 
car\ed work, and in every other particular, with the sternof the Am- 
buscade, according to the sheer-draught of the ship at the navy- 
office, which we have inspected. This commendable accuracy af- 
jRmis a lesson to English naval painters. The Baioimaise, at each 
<^ whose lower yard-arms a grappling-iroo is-6u^ended, p e ifedly 
resembles m her general appearance, as far as ow inmfma!tio» 
extends, the several captured ships of her class. These were 
the Bienrcnue, Mignonne, Belette, Blonde, Tourterelle, Unite,. 
H^publlenine, and a few others ; all of which ships mounted, 
like the BaVonnaise, 24 long eights on the main deck. Besides 
these guns, the Tourterelle had six, and the Ilcpublicaine eight,, 
brass 36-pounder carronades on the quarter-deck ; the others^ 
long 6-pounders, wi^ or wHhoiit eammades. The eal&iblished 
eomplement of the olass appeai» to have been at litis ikm, 
however it may afterwards have been increased in the case of 
the Baiionnaise, 220 men and boys ; and the siae of the captured 
ships, except in the cases of the Bienvenue and Mignonne^ 
whose measurements, havinii; been taken in foreign dock-yards, 
are, as we shall hereafter show, not to be relied upon, varied 
enW between 579 and 581 tons. The Ambuscade measured 
684 tDDs; and, beiievmg tibe picture, from wtndi tUaengiivinr 
was taken, to haf>e bm diat " displayed in the Loam, ann 
shewn in the Luxembourg in 1821,' we cannot concur wi A a 
contemporary in the statement, that " the size of the British 
ship was as much magnified beyond, as that of her opponent was 
diminished below, the real fact.'** On the contrary, we think 
that here, as in the minutiae of detail akeady noticed, English 
naval artists have something to learn. 

• Bnolon, voLiii, p. 
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We wish we could speak as favourably of an account in a 
recently published French work of general respectability, as we 
liave been induced to do of Vice-cmiind Bnux's picture. The 
sitt of that aocomt n, timt tiie Baioanaiae ** de mgt canons 
3e8" captured the Ambuscade, "portaaA qnanmte-deux bouches 
ikibii de 18, 2^el 6.'** We hate known casea wfaesein a French 
minister of marine's account, on a point of pure naval concern 
especially, might even exceed the bounds of moral probability, 
and yet be maintained as true by a French historical writer. 
We now find, that it is only when no other French account 
ozceedg it in exaranalion, that such implicit reliance is placed. 

Hie disparity of faroe» in gnns ad all events, wUeh dia reallj 
eziat between liie Ambasca& and Baionnaise, alMmld, and, bat 
for a sicoeasion of untoward accidents, doubtleaa would, have 
led to a very different result. The burstinc: of a gun on board 
a ship is irremediable. Who knows but that the next gun, and 
every gun in succession along the side, may prove equally trea- 
cherous. They are all of the same caliber, were put on board 
at the aame thne, and oast at die aame ibondiy. If the man 
ivbo had leaded the gun snrriTed the ezplosioBy he wonld nfr> 
iaraily insist, whatever was tin fact, that no more than the pro- 
per charge had been used. Hence^ the ship^s company would 
attribute the misfortune to some flaw in the gun ; whether the 
effect of original construction, or of an;e or negligence, no mat- 
ter. After the occurrence of such an accident, the remaining 
guns are seldom well loaded, or well pointed. Many shots 
wonid ham been thrown away, and modi ini ury from liie enemy's 
vnabald* fiia be soalained, ere that confidence, which is so 
neoeaaary towaids snoeeas, wonld agmn raagn thnnighoQt the 
ship. 

The gun-force of the Ambuscade, even while the cannonade 
lasted, was of little comparative effect ; and as soon as the 
Baionnaise got on board her adversary, it gave place to mus- 
ketry. Here a new species of contest commenced ; a contest in 
which the French ship from superior numbera had some, and^ 
fiooi siqmior tactics and other circomstancea, many advantages. 
Tlarty feteiana of the famous regiment of Alsaoe^ headed by 
an enterprising officer, and assisted by a French crew of more 
than seven times their number, stood opposed to about 20 young 
marines, and 170 seamen (officers, men, and boys), of whom 
three fourths, we mean of the men, were the scum of the British 
navy. Nor had the sailors been improved in discipline, or in 
lore for the service, by die partial and ill-judged conduct of 
Captain Jealdna; who^ it wmm, had brought with him from 
the 74-gun ship Carnatic a party of seamen, whom he styled the 
^'Gentlemen Camatica;" diatinguiBhing those he found on board 
tiie fiigata, by the oppiobriona epitbrt of " Blackguard Ambns- 

• Victoini al C9onq[u^ tome &9 p* ^ 
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cades.*' Captain Jenkms thus raised two parties in his ship ; 

and it may easily be conceived by which he was abandoned in 
the hour of trial. The early fail of the principal officers, the 
explosion in the cabin, and the reported fire in the neighbour- 
hood of the magazine, were turned to advantage by the cow- 
ardly and disaffected ; and the Ambuscade was lost, under cir- 
cumstances discreditable to the ship, and to every one belonginjg 
to her. There can he no donbt that Captain Jenkinsy and hit 
offioera, and several of the Amhnacade's seamen and marinesy 
were brave men : they proved themselves so in the blood they 
spilt at their quarters. But what excuse can be offered for not 
having ascertained, by Ae customary mode of signals, the true 
character of the strange ship when she first hove in si^ht? 
Had that been done, much confusion would have been avoided, 
and the Ambuscade might have obtained the weathergage, and 
thereby kept her adversary from hoarding. Another ten mi- 
nutes' csnnonade from her IS-poanders would then, in all pro- 
bability, owing to the loss wnich the fire of the first ten nad 
already inflicteid on the French ship, have totally reversed the 
issue of the battle. Why were the hammocks not brought on 
deck and restowed? Of what use were theyi if not to shelter 
the men from the enemy's musketry ? 

After the action the two ships proceeded to Rochefort ; where, 
on the 20th, they arrived in safety. The rejoictnes of the 
French were loua and general; and who can say they wm 
ill founded ? It was literally^ that an English firigate had been 
captured by a French corvette. The executive directory, to 
express their sense of the merits of the action, decreed that there 
should be paid to the officers and crew of the Baionnaise, to be 
distributed according to the prize-law, 3500 francs (about 146/, 
sterling) for every long gun and carronade on board the Ambus- 
cade ; and the government immediately promoted Captain Richer 
from *' lieutenani," over the next step, to'' capitatnede vaisseau." 
This, it will be admitted, was no more than he merited ; and, 
had the officer in command of the troops survived the action, he 
too would undoubtedly have been promoted. The Ambuscade 
was added to the French navy under the same name translated 
into French (Erabuscade), but she was not, as stated in the 
Moniteur, "une fregate neuve/' having been built as long ago 
as the year 1773. 

Captain Jenkins and his surviving offioen and ship's com- 
pany as soon as they returned to England, were, as a matter of 
course, bronf;ht to a court-martial for the loss of the Ambuscade. 
The court sat on the 26th, 27th, and 28th of August, on board 
tlie Gladiator, in Portsmouth harbour. At the expiration of 
three days of the most minute and patient investigation, a sen- 
tence 01 acquittal was pronounced upon the captain and his 
surviving officers, and the loss of the ship was attributed to 
many of the circumstances already detailed. Part of the ship's 
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company wtre praised for their meritorious exertions, and Um 

remainder animadverted upon for conduct of a quite opposite 
character. The court, however, not possessing the means of 
discrimination, and fearful of involving the innocent with the 
guilty, acquitted the whole ship's company. Captain Jenkins 
was still suffering under the enects of the dreadful wound he 
liad receiTedy and looked extremely ilL This probably operated 
in mitigatittg the sentence. Otherwise the captain no doubt 
would have been, if not more seriously dealt with, severely repn- 
manded, for the undisciplined state of his ship, and for the un* 
seamanlike manner in which the action, from first to last, had 
been conducted. 

COLONIAL EXPEDITIONS. — WEST INDIES. 

It b^i^ found expedient for the British troops to evacuate 
Port-av-Frince, St.-Marc, and Arcaliaye, in the island of St- 
Domin^o, Brigadier-general the Honourable Thomas Maitland, 
the Bntish commanding officer on shore, sent a flag of truce on 
the 22d of April, to the Republican General Toussaint-Luuver- 
ture, with a proposal for the suspension of arms, nut to exceed 
fire weeks, and for a miarantee m fiivoar of the lives and pro- 
perties of all those iimabitanta who might choose to remain. 
These terms being agreed to, and properly ratified, the troops, 
stores, and such of the inhabitants as were desirous to quit, were 
embarked on board the Thunderer 74, Abergavenny, 54, and , 
other British ships of war ; and on the 9th of May, the repub- 
lican French were put in possession of the ceded places. The ships 
then proceeded to Cape Nicolas-Mole, where tlie troops and 
French refugees were safely disembarked* Shortly alter this 
the three French 36-gnn frigates Bravoure, Gocanie,and Sirine, 
arrived at Cape Francois from Europe with supplies, and on the 
' 4th of December got safe back to Lorient 

In the month of August the Spaniards evinced a disposition 
to attack the British settlement at the bay of Honduras. The 
regular force on shore at the post was comjx)sed of small de- 
tachments of the (>3d and 6th West-India regiments and of the 
royal artillery, under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Thomas 
Barrow; and the naval force consisted of only one British Tesael 
of war, the 16-gun ship^loop Merlin, Captain John Ralph Moss, 
lying at anchor in the port i» Belize. Besides the Merlin, how- 
ever, the following colonial f^un-boats had just been fitted up, 
the Towzer, Tickler, and Mermaid, sloop-rigged, the latter with 
one long 9, and each of the others with one long 18 pounder, 
and 25 men ; the schooners Swinger and Teaser, the one with 
four 6 and two 4-pounder8, and the other with six G-pounden, 
and 25 men each ; and eight gun-fiats, with one d-pounder in 
the prow and 16 men each: makings with one supemunaeiaty, 
964 men, including oflioers. The Towzer and Tickler were corn- 
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SQanded by two mastere of merchantmen, and ptrfly manned 
with their sailors : the remainder of the officers and men belong- 
ing to the flotilla consisted of volunteers from the colonial troops. 

The force with which the Spaniards were preparing to make 
the attack consisted of about 20 schooners and sloops, armed, 
the greater part ol them wMii one long 24-poviider in the bow, 
and two long ISs in the stern, headcB fi«m eight to 22 ewiveift 
along die waiet. There were, also, 10 or 11 transports or vie*. 
toallerB, eobooner and eloop ligged, each aimed with heavy be«r 
and stern guns, and swivels on the sides. The seauieB eoiH 
ployed on board this flotilla numbered, as was understood, abont 
500, and were under the orders of Captain Bocca-Negra: the 
troops amounted to about 20UO, and were commanded by Field- 
marshal Arthur O'NeiL 

On the 3d of September the Spaniards endeavoured to force 
a passage over Montego-key shoal, with five vessels, two of 
which carried long 18 or 24 pounders, and the provisions and 
stores of all of which, in order to lighten them, had been shifted 
to other vessels. The Tickler, Swinger, and Teazer, instantly 
proceeded to annoy these five Spanish vessels, and by dark^ 
compelled them to retire. This aflbrded to the commanding 
officer of the British vessds the opportunity of drawing and 
destroying all the stakes and beaooro which m Spanianb had 
placed in the nanow and intiicale channel, and without the use 
of which none but vessels of a very light draught of water could 
' pass. On the followinp: day, the 4th, the attempt to pass the 
shoal was renewed, and defeated in a similar manner. On the 
6th the same Spanish vessels, accompanied by two others, and 
by several launches filled with troops, endeavoured to get over 
Hie same dxial by another passege, hat wm lepnlsed, appa- 
TCDtly with loss. On this, as well as on the two jprsoediiip 
daya, the Spaniards expended an immense (quantity ot ammmn- 
tion to no manner of purpose ; while the British fired compara- 
tively little, but with a steady predaioa that produced a sensible 
effect. 

Having no doubt that the next effort of the Spaniards would 
be against St.-George''8 key, from which they might easily go 
down to the Befoe, only nine nnles distant, and there destroy 
tiie town and harass the mhahitants, Captain Moss, in the night 
of the 6th, weighed, and by noon on the following day, woriied 
up to tfie key. Twelve of the heaviest anmig the Spanish ves- 
sels were then under way, for the purpose of making the attempt; 
but, on seeing the Merlin and the flotilla of gun-boats so nesLr, 
the Spaniards hauled to the wind and returned to their fonnor 
ttichorage, between Long-key and Ke^- chapel. 

Tlie Spanish vessels oontinved woricmg and andMiing amoni^ 
Ihe shoalBy at the distance of fonr or five miles from the Ifinlin 
«Dd gun-boats, until the 10th; when, at 1 p.m., nine sail of 
anned aloopa and scfaoonem, each with a launoh astern full of 
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men, bore down through the channel that led to the Merlin. 
Five smaller vessels, also with troops on board, were at anchor 
to windward, at the distance of about a mile and a half ; and 
the remainder of the Spanish flotilla l^Lvat Long-key Spit, as if 
awaiting the issae of the contest Tbe Spanish TeBsels ap- 
proachra, in line abreast, asine both sails and oars ; and, on 
arriving within long gun-shot, dropped anchor. It seeming to 
be their intention to board theTowzer and Tickler, which vessels 
lay much nearer to them than the bulk of the flotilla, Captain 
Moss, atlh. 30 m. p. M., made the sif^nal to engage. The 
British immediately opened an animated and apparently 
destructive fire, which was returned by the Spaniards, and the 
cannonade lasted two hours and a half. At the eai of that 
time the S finitds , in evident ooBfosioB, cut their cables, and 
flailed and rowed off, assisted by a number of launches, which 
took in tow the greater part of their vessels. No man was hurt 
on the part of the British ; but the Spaniards, from the hasty 
manner of their retreat, appeared not to have been so fortunate. 
Owing to the shoal water, the Merlin was unable to follow the 
Spanish vessels ; and the remainder of the British flotilla, with- 
out her support, would have been no match for then. Hie 
wholo thcrerore effected their eeoepe. The Speainrds lemehNd 
under Key-chapel until the night of the 15th, when they mofed 
eff with a light southerly wiim. Some of the vessels went to 
Beecalar, and others to Campeachy; nor did the Spaniards 
again venture to attack the British possessions in Uondunift 
bej» 
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With respect to the ttate of the Britbh navy at the com- 
mencement of the jnesent year, it will suffice to refer to the 
VBaal abstract of its numbers and strength.* We may notice^ 

however, that two fine line-of-battle classes, L and M, have more 
than doubled themselves since the beginning of the preceding 
year. Indeed all the principal columns in the abstract exhibit 
an increase of numbers ; arising, in part, from newly-built ves- 
sels, but chiefly from captures made at the expense of the 
French, Dnteh, and Spanish navies respectively.t The number 
of British ships of war, wrecked and foundered during the year 
1798, is still of considerable amount ;% but fewer of the eamSp 
it is gintifyinj:^ to observe, perished, than amidst the similar 
mishaps of the preceding year. We may here remark, in pass- 
ing, that, as respects the French, Dutch, and Spanish navies, 
the foundered, wrecked,, and burnt cases do, in all probability, 
fell short of the real number, no nation but England publishing 
anylist of the losses that her navy sustains. 

The number of commissioned officers and masters, belong- 
ing to the British navy at tiie commencement of the year, 
was. 

Admirals 21 

Vice-admirals. .... 36 
Rear-admirals 42 

„ superannuated 28 
Captains 647 

„ superannuated 19 

* See Appendix, Annual Abstisct No. 7. 

•j-See Appendix, Nos. 15, 16. 
% See Appendix, No. 17. 
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Ckmunander^ or 8loo[H»ptaiii8 • 386 

lieutenants 2167 

superaimuated 50* 

Masters 535 

and the number of seamen and marines voted for the service of 
theyear 1799, was 120,000.t 

The opening of the present vear saw France wilih a second 
«oa]itkm fenned against her. Naples and Saidinia had» as wo 
haye seen, noommenced hostiUties with no great 6clat; but 
Austria was preparing to lend them her powerful aid, and 
Russia had already united with Turkey in revenging Buona- 
parte's flagrant attack upon Egypt. France, on the other hand, 
was making great exertions to w ithstand the host of foes which, 
thus aroused, had again confederated against her ; and, among 
Other measures taken, orders had issued, since the 26th of tho 
preceding Norember, for the construction of 16 ships of the line^ 
18 heavy frigates, and 12 corvettes. 

Vice-admiral Eustache Bruix, the French minister of marine, 
also went down from Paris, with money to pay the seamen at 
Brest, and remained at that port superintending the equipment 
of the ships. In consequence of this, the utmost activity per- 
vaded every department, and, towards the middle of April, 25 
aUps of the hne and several frigates were ready for sea. The 
minister addressed a proclamation to the seamen, much in the 
same style as the '^instructions" transmitted from the directory 
at the commencement of the year 1794. Vice-admiral Bruix 
adverted to the splendid actions of the Charente and of the 
Baionnaise, as well as to the vigorous resistance made by the 
Seine, and by the squadron under Commodore Bompart. The 
address, or that part of it at least, which promised that the 
fionilies of the seamen should be provided for in their absence, 
and ^t a third part in value of the prizes should be paid to 
them immediately after capture, drew the seamen from the 
privateers to the national ships, and thus answoed the purpose 
intended. 

In the first three or four months of the present year, the 
British force cruising off Brest consisted of a squadron of eight 
or nine sail of the hoe, under the successive command of Vice- 
admiral Sir Charles Thompson, baronet, in the Formidable 98, 
Vice-admiral Lord Hugh Seymour, in the Sans-Pareil 80, snd 
Bear-admiral the Honourable George Cranfield Berkeley, ia 
the Mars 74. On the 16th of April, at 6 P French 
convoy, consisting of the armed store-ships Dromadaire and 
Necessity, and 60 other vessels, escorted hy Captain Pierre- 
Marie Le Bozec, with the corvettes Etonnante, bociete, Mig- 
nonne, and Cigogne, and lugger Vautour, were chased by Rear- 

* With the rank of commanden. f See Appendix, No. 18^ 



Digitized by Google 



BUXUH AND ISSNCH lU 



i3U 



admiral Berkeley's squadron, but effected their escape into 
Brest. On the 17thy early ia the morning, Adninl Jjoid Brid- 
port, whO| with the Royal-Oeorge and five or m edier ehips, 
nad sailed from St-Helen's on the IStb, arrived etf IMianti and 

superseded Reai^admiral Berkeley in the coounand. 

On the 25th, Lord Bridport looked into the port of Brest, 
and counted 13 French line-of-battle ships at anchor, and five 
under way, in the road of Bertlicaume, as if preparing to put to 
sea with tlie fresh north-east wind then blowing. The British 
fleet was at this time right in the centre of the Ircuae paasagey 
and not above five or six miles to the eonth nwat of the BfaSk 
Bocks. At 2 P.M. Lord Bridport made sail to the 
westy and in two hours was about four leagues to the 
west of Ushant, with, including the Russel, 
about joinings the ibiiowing 16 sail of the line : 



Admiral (w.) Lord Bridport, K.B, 
100 Royal-Geoi^ ^ Hcar-adm. ( r. ) Charles M(»ioe Pole. 

Captain Willioui DumetU 
r pnnce 5 Rear^m. (r.) Sir Gfawlcs 

\ f'fpff'P Thomas Larcom. 

St.-Geoi^....M,...*,**«*«* M Sampson Edwards. 

' Glory.... M»«..M»M»M*M.M n Thomas Wdb. 
M Cas8ar»M.M«*M««..M«M... » Sir James Saumarez. 

f \g„^ 5 Rear-<"iiu. (L>.) Hon. G. Cra, Beikeley. 

r Man .^^••^.-..•.^ J CiiptMn John Monckton. 



Dragon •«•• 

74i Achille 

Superb 

Ajax 

Pomp^ ••••••••••••••••••••• M 

FrigaU't, three or fbiir, but didr 



George ram])hcll. 
Sir Edward Pellew, bart, 
WiHiam Wohtl«gr. 

George Murray; 

John Sutton. 

Hon. Alex. Inglis Cochrane. 
Charles Stirlii^. 
Kdward Bowatcr. 
Herbert Sawyer, 
are unoertahi. 



On the evening of the same 25th of April, on which Lord 
Bridport had thus left open the principal passage in and out of 
13rest, Vice-admiral Bruix put to sea with, except the Conven- 
tion, which did not join until the next numung, the foUowing 
well-eppobted fleet: 

Onn-ship 

ISO Ocean ........... 

C Invincible 
110^ Terrible......... 

( R( publicain ... 
i Forniidalde .... 
I Indomptabie... 
rJemmappes..... 
j Mont-Blanc .... 
74-^ Tyrannicide.... 
I Batave 



Captain 
Ccunmod. 
f» 

Captain 

Cornmod. 
Captain 



•t 

it 



Alain-Ad^lajde-Marie BnuBlM. 
Louis L'H^itier. 
Yv«i..Bfar.-G..P. Le Coat St. 
Cliarles Berrenger. 
Pierrc-Julien Thrdouait. 

Chambon. 

Jufien-Marie CeoDBo-KeijuKeii. 
Esprit-Tranquille Maistral. 
Zacharie-Jac- Theodore Allemaild* 
Fran9.-Hen.-Eugene Daugier. 
JuliBe Le Bi^; 



Digitized by Google 



1799. S8CAP£ Of ADMIfiAL BRUIX F&OU BREST. 256 

ihip 

' Duquesne «• Piene-Maurio&Jalien Quenuigd. 

Fougueux . 

Censew » AatfJean-BaptHle Elq«. 

Z616 ..«..• n ' Dufoy. 

Redoutable .mm » _ Moucousu. 

Wattigny ..MM. Captlill Antoine-Louis Gounton. 

Tourville ..naM » Joan-Baptiste Henry. 

Gisalpin ....M... ^ Matliieu-Charles Bergevin. 

Jean>Bart.MMM n Fran9oi8-Jacqae8 Meyane. 
Gaulois w Gabriel Sun^XL 

Convention „ Charles Lebozec. 

Revolution...*.. M Pierre-Nicolas Kolland. 
J. J* BouMQWi n Jufien-Gflbml Bigot. 

LDili-Aofit „ Jacques Berperet. 

^Ingaies, Roinaine 44, Crdole 40, Bcavoure, Cocarde, and Fraternite 36. 
Fme^ Fidelle ; CorveUei, Besceou and Tactique ; Avuo*, £icbe and De- 



li^ 



It being the custom among the French for their admirals to 
makmk od bond frigates, we are unable to particnlarise all the 
flag-ships m thb fleet We believe, however, that the Oo^an^ 
Rqmbbcaio, and Terrible, carried the flags of the three aenior 
admirals ; and find, by the French accounts, that the nanea of 
all the flag-officen attached to this fonnidable fleet were as 
follow : 

Vice-admiral Eustache Bniix. 
Jiear-admind Jean-Louis Delmotte. 
M Jaeqaes Bedout 

Jeao-Fran9ois Courand. 

Alaiii-Joseph Dordelin. 
t, Chas.-Alex.-L6oD Durand-Linois. 

Of all the fleets that ever sailed firom Fiance, thb appears to 
liave been, as far as relates to the fighting complement of eadi 
ship, the most numerously manned. The four three-deckers 
alone had 4645 men. The two 80s averaged 874 men each: 
and the nineteen 74s, although one of them had as few as 660 
men, averaged 780 each : making the total of men in the fleet 
23,761. Of this number, about 1000 appear to have been 
aohtiers; but even, with these deducted, tne crews were im- 
moderately large. Nor were the men, as was too commonly the 
case with the French crews, raw and inexperienced. They had^ 
for the most part, been serving in the gun-boats all the preceding 
-summer. What a fleet of 525 sail of the line, thus manned, 
might accomplish, may readily be conceived: what it did accom- 
plish we shall presently proceed to show. 

It was about 9 A.BI. on the 36th, just as the last 10 or U 
ships of this immense fleet were rounding the Saintes, that the 
"British 3()-gun frigate, Nymphe, Captain Percy Fraser, dis- 
covered them. Making all sail to rejoin her fleet with the 
intelUgence, the Nymphe, at noon, U?hant bearing east-north- 
east, distant five leagues, lost sight of the French ships ; and at 
1 P. M,, with the signal for aa enemy flying, fell ia with the 
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Dragon, who quickly repeated the signal to Lord Bridport's 

fleet The admiral immediately made sail towards Brest to 
ascertain the truth of the infoiniation, and on the 27th at noon 
found tliat the French fleet had really eluded his vigilance. 
Lord Bridport instantly aent despatch-vessels home, and ordered 
all reinforcements to join him off Cape Clear; whither, after 
sending two otiier small Tesselsy with the important informatioiiy 
to Lora Keith off Cadiz, and to Earl St-Vincent at Gibraltar^ 
the admiral himself departed with all possible speed. 

On the 30th, Lord bridport arrived off Cape Clear, and soon 
found his force augmented to 26 sail of the line. Among the 
small vessels that joined his lordship, was the hired armed 
lu2:c:er, Black-Joke; which, on the 27th, when 20 leagues west 
ol Ushunt, had fallen in with and cautured the French chasse- 
mar^e Rebecca, of four swivels ana seven men, jnst out of 
Brest, having on board a capitaine de frigate with despatches 
£Nr Ireland. This was of course a rusCf and a successiiil one it 
proved ; as it fixed the British admiral to the Irish coast, when, 
according to the concurrent testimony of several respectable 
merchant-masters, the Brest fleet had, on the 30th, reached the 
latitude of 46"" and the longitude of 9"", aad was left steering 
south-west with a fine wind at north. 

But, then again, the Paris joumate persisted in declaring, 
that the destination of the armament was Ireland ; and some of 
them augmented the number of troops on board the fleet to 
5i5,000. Perhaps, too, it was a part of the plan, for the male- 
contents in Ireland, to circulate reports now and then, that a 
strange fleet had made its appearance on the coast. The British 
admiralty, however, having a large disposable line-of-battle force, 
had sent, and continued to send, strong detachments to the 
ooast of Spain and the Mediterranean ; bat the time for striking 
the blow had undoubtedly gone by. 

The chief command of the British naval force along the coast 
of Spain and in the Mediterranean still remained with Admiral 
Earl St.-Vincent; but, owing to his lordship''s indifferent state 
of health, the active part of the duty fell upon the second in 
command. Vice-admiral Lord Keith. During the first four 
months of the year, the vice-admiral, with a squadron sometimes 
of 11, but at no time exceeding 16 sail of the line, and a single 
in|gate or so, or perhaps none at all, lay at anchor about eight 
miles from Cadis, blockading 19 Spanish sail of the line, 17 of 
which at least were sea-going ships, four frigates, and one or 
two corvettes. Even the occasional trips, that the British were 
obliged to make to Tetuan for water, failed to rouse the 
Spaniards from that state of inactivity which habit had seem- 
ingly rendered the chief enjoyment of their lives. Whenever 
the British came to the anchorage, the ships of war in Cadim 
harbour exhibited the same quiescent appearance as when last 
seen* 
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The French linMf-battle force in the Mediterranean had 
htea reduced by the Tictory of the Nile to a very insi^aificaat 
•momit At Malta was the 80-gun ship GaiUftaine-TeU, also 
the ex-Maltese 64s Ath^en ami D^gon ; at Corfu, the 74 
Gen^reux; and, at the peveral ports named, the following nine 
ex- Venetian 64s; at Alexandria, the Causse and Dubois, at 
Ancona, the Beyrand, Heche (the second), Laharpe, and Sten- 

fel, and at Toulon, recently returned from Corsica, the Banel, 
xomintin, and Robert ; all named afler generals who had dis- 
tinguished themaelfes under Buonaparte in Italj and.Germany* 
Of these eleven 64-^un ships, not aooTe seven, if so many, were 
fnUy armed and fit for service. 

n was stated in the first edition of this work, that the French 
Venetian fleet consisted of" twelve fi4-f!-im ships, and 32 frigates, 
corvettes, and galleys." A contemporary first misquotes the 
passage thus, " twelve line-of-battle ships and thirty frigates 
and corvettes/'* whereas the galleys alone were in number 18 ; 
and then adds : ** But of their existence there is every reason to 
doubt, and certainly they were never seen or heard of by the 
€Oinmander-in-chief in the Mediterranean.*'!' Strange this, 
when we shall soon have occasion to name several of the 64s, 
and most of the frigates, as connected with the operaticNdS of 
the belligerents in that very Mediterranean sea. 

On the morning of the 3d of May, four days only after Lord 
Keith's fleet had returned off Cadis from watering at Tetuan, 
the 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Success, Captain Shuldham 
Peard, and 14-gun brig-sloop Childers, Captain James Coutts 
Crawford, joined company ; the brig with intelligence, that 
five Spanish sail of the line had escaped from Ferrol, and the 
frigate, that she had, at noon on the 1st, when about 35 leagues 
west of Oporto, fallen in with the Brest fleet, steering south- 
west by south, and had been chased by it until 4 p. m. on the 
2d, when the two leading ships hove to for their companions 
astern, and the Success escapea. At this time the British fleet 
before Cadii consisted of the 



Can <ih!p 

Captain Walter Bathnrst. 



n^^.^ S Vice-admiral (r.) Lord Keitli, K.B. . 

Baifleor .................. ^ Captoun George Bailtcr. 

P^^^^ . ( Vicc^dm. (w!) Sir William FSrker, bart. 

miKO-uooigc ^ (^j^ptjjin William Bowen. 

London John Child Punrts. 



9S< 



. Prinoen.Rojal . ......... „ John William Ttyka Dim. 

90 Namiir n William Luke. 

^5 FoudroyaQt.M.M....»... „ William Browu. 

^ I Gibraltar „ WilUam KcUy. 

* Brentou, vol. ii., p. 376. f VbkL 
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Coa'shtp 

Montagu Captain John Knieht. 

i\r;irIhoroi^^«.,«M«* w Thomas SodkAj. 

^ Charles Tyler. 

Hector » ' aUm Elphinstone. 

Defence Lord Henry PaukC 



Immediaidy on the receipt of tkis UL— fbe fleet, aeeoow 

paaied by one fr^ate only, the Success, got under way, and 
prepaiod for action. At 11a. m. the Childers, with three trans- 
ports under her protection, was despatched to Earl St. Vincent 
at Gibraltar. During the remainder of tlie day, and throughout 
the ensuing nighty Lord Keith^ with his 15 line-of-battle sliip» 
i&aaed in hat, couliaiied to steod off and on Hw luucboBry with 
llio wind Uovnng fresb fiooi tiie ncwdiward and westwwd. 

On the 4t]i» at 8h.30m. A. M., the French fleet was seen 
about five leagues off in the west-north-west. At 10 a. m. the 
Majestic si flailed that the strange fleet numbered altogether 33 
sail. The French ships then wore from the rear, and formed on 
the larboard tack, with their heads to the north-east ; and the 
^British ships immediately formed on the same tack. So(h» 
afterwards the French fl«t again wore, md stood anm to th* 
flonih-westy the wind then a perfect ttonn. At 5 p. M. the town 
of Caitiz bore ftoaa the Bameor, south-east by south distant 
Bve or six leagues^ and the French ships, in tlie hazy state of 
the weather, had all disappeared. The gale, blowing right into 
the harbour of Cadiz, rendered it impossible for the Spanish 
ships to come out to join their friends in the othug, even had 
they been ready or disposed. The same wind blew fiur for the 
Stiaitsy and drove the Fmwh ainpi before it 

On the 6thy at daybreak, the town of Cadis then only eight 
niles distant fiom the British fleet, four French ships of the 
line, standing on the starboard tack, with the wmd fresh at 
south-west, showed themselves in the north-west. At 8 a. m. 
these ships, which, on account of the bud weather probably, had 
dropped astern of their companions, passed about seven miles 
to windward of the British fleet, and by 10 a. m. were out of 
eight. On the same day, at 5 p.m., in thick hazy weather, 
26 French ships, of which 19 at least were ascertained to he of 
the line, were seen from the ro<sk of Gibesltar, passing tiirough 
the Straits into the Mediterranean, These were known to be 
the Brest fleet, as, early on the preceding day^ the Gllikiers 
haS arrived with despatches from Lord Keith. 

On the 6th the ships of war in Cadiz were observed with 
their topgallantmasts struck, and their topsails loosed to dry ; 
n proof uat they were not then, however they may have been 
be] fore the gale commenced, ready to proeeod to ses» At noon 
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Lord Keith proceeded off Cape Spartel, and at noon on the 8th 
was cruising within five leagues of it. The fleet shortly after- 
wards stood back, nearly to the entrance of Cadiz bay, and one 
or more of the ifaips were sent doee in to neoonoitre the har* 
iMmr. VWliB^ tlie SfMonh Aifm, now ooonted^ as it appearB, 
at 22 of the line, siiU in port; Lord Keith steered for tlie bay 
of Gibraltar, having received on the evening of the 9th an order 
to that effect from Earl St.- Vincent. Admitting the number of 
line-of-battle ships in Cadiz to have been correctly reported, of 
which we have some doubt, one of the three beyond the 19 
known to have been in the port, was the French 74 Censeur ; 
which ship had lost her fbra topmast and been otherwise dis- 
abled, in the gale of the 4th, and had since slipped in nnpei^ 
ceived hy the British fleet 

Notwithstanding the assertion of a contemporary, wc confess 
our inability to discover, either that the French fleet of " twenty- 
six" sail of the line " wished to enter" the harbour of Cadiz, or 
that the British fleet of " sixteen" sail of the line " offered 
battle.' * We believe it was not the intention of Admiral Bruix 
to enter Cadts, but merdy to show himself off each of the three 
planish portSy Ferrol, Cadis, and Carthagena, in order that the 
ships within them might sail out and e£Rect their junction. The 
Ferrol ships had actually quitted port with that object in view, 
and, by a mere accident, had missed the Brest fleet ; and, if the 
weather had permitted them, the Cadiz ships, or 17 sail of them 
at least, would in all probability have put to sea. No doubt, 
in such a case. Lord Keith would bate been bound to make a 
wtNtl ; and there can be as Utde doabt that, should the British 
fleet have been forced to ei^age, all that a fleet so inferior in 
Ibioe could accomfilidi would nam been effected. Beyond this 
it was idle to hope ; and we can only suppose that Earl St.- 
Vincent, when in a letter to the secretary of the admiralty he 
iised the expression, " the French squadron eluded the vigi- 
lance of Lord Keith by the darkness of the atmosphere,"t 
was unacquainted with the real strength of that French squa- 
dron* 

The Gbilders brig, immediatdy n|x»n her airival at Gibraltar 
from Lord Keith, was despatched \\\ih orders to rejoin imme- 
diately the Edgar 74, Captain John M'Dougall, lying inTetuan 
bay. Rear-admiral Frederick, who was residing on shore at 
Gibraltar on account of extreme ill health, took this opportunity 
of hoisting his flag on board an effective line-of-battle ship. 
Vessels were also despatched by the commander-in-chief to 
Kear-adminls Docltworth at Minorca, and Nelson at Palermo, 
and to Captains Ball off Malta, and Sir Sidney Smith off 
Alexandria. Several expresses had also been sent to Lord 
Keith; but, owing to the continnance of the south-west gale^ 

* Bientoi^ ToL iL, pb 47S. f Ibid.,p.M8. 
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the vice-admiral did not receive his order of lecaly we befim, 
until the evening of the 9th. On the lOth, at 9 A. m., Lord 
Keith anchored in Gibraltar ; as, on the same afiemooiiy did the 

Edfijar from Tetuan. 

Every despatch was now used in victualling the ships ; and 
on the 11th, at sunset, Earl St.-Vincent shifted his flag from 
the Souverain guardship to the Ville-de-Paris ; as did also 
Bear-admiral Frederick, from the Edgar to the Princess-Royal. 
On the 12th, at 11 a.m., the British lleet, consisting of 16 sail 
of the line, weighed and bore up for the Mediterranean. Oa 
the 1 7th and 18th the ships encountered a severe gale of wind, 
but escaped without much damage. On the 20th, at noon, 
when oil' the island of Minorca, the fleet was joined by the 



{•j^^ ( Rear-admiral (w.) John Thomas Duckworth. 

lienMoan........... ^ Captain Henry Diaby. 
OntBur ............. w Jobn raarUuiiD. 
Bellcrophon „ Hrnn,' d'Estcrrc Darby, 

Powerful „ William O'Brien Druiy. 

On the same evening the fleet, with the exception of the 
Edgar, who had run aground to the south-east of Hospital 
island, anchored in Port-Mahon. The Edgar remained on shore 
nntil midnight on the 21st ; when, having removed all her guns 
into some transports, and been assisted in heaving off by the 
Barfleur and Defence, she floated, and anc]K)red in the harbour. 

The departure of Lord Keith from before Cadiz, on the 6th, 
enabled tlir Spaniards, by the 14th, to put to sea with 17 sail of 
the line, ot wliich six were three-deckers. On the 17th this 
fleet passed the Straits, and, not being in very good trim for 
withstanding foul weather, suflisred considerably by the gale of 
that and the following day. Eleven of the ships were more or 
less dismasted by it ; but, on the 20th, the whole, except one 
ship which arrived afterwards, succeeded in gaining Carthagena. 
In order to show how diflferently the same gale could treat an 
English and a Spanish fleet, the names of the dismasted ships 
of the latter, as officially announced in the Madrid Grazette, are 
here subjoined : 

Can- ship 

119 i Concepciou lost her foremast, and very leaky. 

I Mexicano totally dismasted ; four men killed, &c. 

' Conquistaidtv totally dismasted. 

Oricnto .*.•.••.....•.••.. lo!>t her main and mizen masts. 



74^ 



Pelayo ditto, and sprung her. foremast. 

San-FmnciacoHle- Ams .. lost her foremast. 

Saii-J(>a(}in'm ............. ditto mainmast, iuid sprung her foraOMSk. 

Son-Telmo totally dismasted. 

Soberano ». lost Her mainmast. 



Cnn-frigate 

totatty disaiiited. 
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It appears, also, that the Santa-Ana three-decker made 20 
inches of" water per hour, and that the San-Fraucijico-de-Paulo 
and San-Pablo 748 bad sprang or carried away their tillers* 
One of the brigs, too, bad lost her foremast and bowsprit Just 
a week previous to the arrival of the Spanish fleet at Carthagena, 
the French fleet, consisting, according to the French accounts, 
of 25 sail of the line, five frigates, and four or five corvettes, 
entered Toulon. In passing the Straits, two of the ships had 
run on board each other, and received considerable damage. 

On the 22d of May, at noon, Earl St.- Vincent got under way 
from Port-Mahoo; and on the 23d, at 6 a. v., the Edgar, who, 
highly to the credit of her officers and crew, had since early on 
the preceding morning resbipped and remounted the whole of 
her ^uns, weighed also, and joined the admiral off the harbour. 
Having now under hi? command 20 sail of the line and a few 
smaller vessels, £arl St.- Vincent made sail in the durectiou of 
Toulon. 

On the 26th, when in latitude 42° north, in consequence, we 
suppose, of information that the Spanish fleet had arrived at 
Carthagena, the British fleet steered to the westward, and at 
noon on the 27th was about 35 miles to the east^iorth-east of 

CSape San-Sebastian, waiting to intercept the Spanish fleet in 
case it should attempt to effect a j unction with the French fleet 
in Toulon. On the 30th, while cruising off Cape San-Sebastian 
with this object in view, the admii-al received intelligence of the 
sailing of the French fleet from Toulon three days before. On 
this, Earl St-Vinoent, at 2 p.m., detached Rear-admiral Duck* 
worth with the Leviathan, Foudroyant, Northumberland, and 
Majestic, to reinforce Loid Nelson at Palermo, and at 6 p. m. 
was joined by the 



God- ship 



C Captain „ Sir Richard John Strachan, Bait. 

74 < Defiance „ Thomas Revell Shivers. 

w Sir Thomas Booldeo TbompMii. 

64 Rcpobe....*..*.....* » JameB Alms. 



The British fleet, thus augmented to 21 sail of the line, 
steered along the Spanish coast, and at noon on the 1st of June 
was about 40 miles to the eastward of Barcelona. Seeing no 
enemy in this direction, the fleet put back to the northward and 
eastward, under all sail. On the 2d, when about 70 miles 
sontb-west of Tonlon, Earl St-Vineent, finding his health gettine 
worse, parted company in the ViUe-de-Paris ; and Lord Keith 
took the command of the fleet, now deprived of the use of the 
lieaviest ship in it, by her departure upon a service for which a 
fijgate would have answered. 
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On the 3d, in the aftenioon, having anived close o£f Toulon, 
tiie two adviooad thini of the fleet, tfaeCenteur and Mootac^ 
<fpaaed a fire upon « biig-oerfolle end eefonl ■el fc e e i etendrar 
into tbe road, and took possession of four of the latter, wbioa 
they dismantled and burnt. The French forts fired at the two 
British 748, but without effect. From the prisoners intelligence 
was obtained, that the French fleet, on quitting Toulon, had 
steered to the eastward ; and to the eastward the Bntish fle^ 
accordingly bent its course. On the 5th, in the afternoon, when 
the fleet iMd just croeeed the gulf of Fr^jos, the Britieh hired 
armed facig Telegraph, Lientenent James Aleiander Wortl^ 
Joined company, with intelligence of having, the preced in ^even- 
ing, seen the trench fleet at anchor in Vado bay. The British 
fleet immediately made all sail in that direction. On the 6th 
the forts on the small islands of Sainte-Marguerc te and La- 
Garoupe, near Antibes, fired at the fleet in passmg, pai ticulariv 
at the Espoir brig, who was nearest in shore. The French 
papem boasted of haiuig dismasted an English ship of the 
line and fngale ; but it does not appetr that any venel wm 
injured. 

On the 8th, Cape Delle-Melle at noon bearing north-north- 
east distant 31 leagues, Lord Keith received three despatch- 
vessels (all within seven or eight hours) from the commander-in- 
chief at Minorca, contamuig orders for him, after detaching 
two 74s as an additional reinforcement to Lord I^elson, to repav 
to the htj of Rosas, to be ready to bteioept the Ftenoh fleet cm, 
its way to join ihe Spanish fleet in Oarthi^^ena. Accordingiyy 
afler sending away the Bellerophon and Powerful to Palermo, 
Lord Keith, with 18 sail of the hne, crowded sail to the south- 
west. It would appear, however, that, instead of steering 
strai<;lit to the bay of Rosas, Lord Keith proceeded towards the 
soutli end of Minorca, probably to I'acihtate a junction with the 
Ville-dc-Paris. On the 12th the British fleet was lying be- 
calmed close off the small island of Ayie. On the 13th, Cape 
Mola bearing noith-east half-east distant five leagues, Lord 
Keith shifted his flag to the Queen-Charlotte, and Rear-admiral 
Whitshed to the Barfleur ; and Captains Irwin and Barker fol- 
lowed their respective chiefs. On the 15th, when the fleet was 
within four miles of Cape Mola, the Ville-de-Paris rejoined, 
havjni^ left Earl St-Vincent at Port-Mahon, preparing to take 
his departure for Gibraltar and England. 

WiUi his fleet again consisting of 19 aail of the line^ Lord 
Keith, passing round the eastern side of the Minocca, steened 
to the northward, On the 19th, when about 20 leagues to the 
southward of Cape Sicie, the advanced division, consisting of 
the Centaur, Captain, and Bcllona 74s, ana the Emerald and 
Santa-Teresa frigates, captured the following French ships, 33 
days from Jafia, bound to Toulon : 



X. 
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t Rear-admiral Perr^ 
*• { Captain Honore Pourqaier. 
•••MMM „ J6aQ>Bapta8le BsrC* 

M ■ Buille. 
Salamine ....m... Lient. FTan9ois-Tiinotb^ Landiy. 
Alcrte „ PL-AnL-Toussaint Demau 

The whole of these five vessels were added to the British 
navy ; but the first, « fine Toulon-built frigate of 1029 tons, 
was of greater value than all the others. There beincr a Juno 
^dready in the service, the J unon was named Princess Charlotte^ 

atteslMdl to tfa« 18-pwmdw 36-f«i dM* Her qbm 
MbseqiieBtly alieidl tp tlie Andfomdie, and die ci-dennt 
Janon is even yet m ewieeaible frigate. 

After captaring the squadron of M. Perree, Lord Keith stood 
^ose into Toulon, and during the 20th, 21st, 22d, and 23d, 
€rai8ed off that port, as if e\pectin£r that the French fleet would, 
attempt to re-enter it Findmg this not to be the case, the vice- 
admiral made sail to the eastward, and on the 24th crossed 
Vado bav. Oa tlie StSO^ eoaie of the forte near Genoa, fired, 
eevenl ehot at the Britith 16-giiii brig-sloop, Yiaec^ httt 
ceased when the latter hoisted SfMOliib colours. On toe 26thy 
the British fleet was within six or seven miles of Geaoa bqIb. 
Hearing no tidings of the French fleet in this quarter, except 
perhaps, that it had anchored in the port nearly a month ago. 
Lord Keith stood aw^y towards Minorca. While the Britisli 
fleet is on its way thither, we will proceed to show, as well as 
are ase able, what eoniae the Reaeh fleet ImuI aetnally ~ 




On the 27th of May, one of the three or four dayg dvrnr 
which the Biitish fleet, of 20 sail of the line, five frigates, ana 
smaller vessels, was cruising off Cape San-Sebastian, the French 
fleet, of 22 sail of the line (the two damaged ships being still 
under repair, and the Ccnseur, as already mentioned, left at 
Cadiz), 11 fri^tes and Corvettes, and, we believe, two of the 
three eK-VenetHUi 64s ia the port aimed en flute, and laden wilk 
pro vkiuii B and military stoves, sailed frtxn the road of Toalon. 

Steering to the eastward, the French fleet on the 30th or 31st 
anchored in the bay of Vado, and there disembarked, for the 
relief of Savona, then attacked by an Austro-Russian army, the 
1000 troops received on board at Brest. On the 3d of June the 
French fleet showed itself off Genoa, and on the 6th, when the 
British fleet was neaiiy ableast of Cape Roux, anchored ia 
Genoa mde^ wiUi a whea!t4aden coayoy, wl»eh the French ad- 
miral had escorted from the westward. Qeneml Moreaa, who 

• In the London Gazette, oaring, we conceive, to a typographical error, 
this frigate is describeias of "22,'* instead of 32 " guns, 12-pounden, and 
800 men." A contempomiy, overlooking diis, has given tlie " Courageux,* 
not only no mori* than "22 guns" but, what lie considwed M adsqiste OOlQp 
plemeut, "160 men."— tfirmtoiv vol. iL, p. 46ti. 



Digitized by Google 



264 



BJ&ITXSU AND FRANCO-SFANISU FL££TS. 



1799. 



liad arrifed at Genoa two days beforei took this opportanity of 
holding a conference with Vice-admiral Bruix on board the 
Ocean. On the Gth, in the morning, the General quitted the 
flag-ship for the shore; and at noon, when the British fleet, 
liaving been recalled to the bay ot Rosas, had put about for that 
destination, the French fleet weighed and made sail to the west- 
nvard, the French accounts say, but we much doubt the fact, in 
consequenoe of Informadoii tlmt the British fleet, of ^ 22 ml 
<»f the line/' had been seen off Toulon. 

Thus was tbe seeking fleet nncoDScionsIy mnniog before the 
sought fleet, and the latter as unconsciously pursuing the former. 
No doubt, had this fact been known in France, the Moniteur 
would have declared, and with some show of reason, that Vice- 
admiral Bruix had chased Lord Keith and could not bring him 
to action. On the 9th, the French fleet passed in sight of Tou- 
loDy and on the 22d appeared off Carthagena. Oa the 23d, 
Vice-admiral Bruix cast anchor in the road, and thus eifecled % 
junction with the Spanish fleet, now, with most surprising alacrity, 
after the damage it had received in the atoim of the preceding 
month, nearly ready for sea. 

As far as we can gather from the obscure accounts in the 
French and Spanish journals, this fleet, soon after its arrival 
from Cadiz, had transferred to a lai^e body of transports, pur- 
poaely assembled at Carthagena, about 6000 troops, for diaem- 
oarkation at Majorca, and to be employed, aa it would appear, 
jDOOie for defending that island, than for making any attempt to 
recapture Minorca. On the 24th, the day after their j unction, 
and when the British fleet, having gone the round we have de- 
scribed, was increasing its distance in tlie direction, first of Tou- 
lon, and tlien of Genoa, the French and Spanish fleets, number- 
ing together 40 sail of the line, with a suitable train of frigates 
ami corvettes, sailed from Garthagena, bound out of the Med^ 
terninean. 

On the Gth, Lord Keith, whom we left steering for Minorca, 
arrived oflT the east end of the island ; and on the 7th, close ofl* 
Mount Toro, was joined by tbe following reinforcement from the 
Channel fleet: 



Cua-flhip 



p^l^^^ i ReaMuhniral (r.) Sir Chailei Cotton* 

\ Captain Samuel Sutton. 

Formidable „ Edward Tliomborougb. 

St.-George „ Sampson Edwards. 



98^ 



NepCiue ^ James Vashon. 

.Glory „ Thomas Wells. 




Dragon „ George CampbelL 

Imp<-tueux „ Sir Edward Pellew, bart. 

Terrible « Jonathan Faulknor. 

Superb » John Sutton. 

Pomp<5c n Charles Stirling. 

^Canmia » Hon. Michael de Courcy. 
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This remforcemeiit, when it quitted the Channel fleet, con- 
flbted of 16 sail of the line, under Admiral Sir Alan Ganlner; 
but the latter, taking with him the Royal-Sovereign, Cmwr, 
Magnificent, and Rusael, had put into the TaguB, to escort 

home the Lisbon convoy, and the Nile prizes. 

While a part of Lord Keith's fleet, now augmented to 3 1 sail 
of the line, four frigates, and two or three smaller vessels, lay 
ofl' and on Port-Mahon, the remaining ships, including the 
Queen Charlotte, anchored m the harbour to get a supply of 
ivater. Scarcely had the vice-admiral been an hour at nis an* 
cfaorage, ere intelligence arrived of the junction of which he had 
heen forewarned. All was now bustle in the port ; and on the 
10th Lord Keith weiehed and set sail for the Straits, having 
previously sent an order to Rear-admiral Nelson, at Palermo, 
to detach a part of his force for the protection of Minorca. 
On the 26th, the British fleet anchored in Tetuan bay, to get, 
what the tiliips had only partially procured at Mahon, a supply 
of water, and on the 29th, reached Gibraltar ; just three weeks 
after the French and Spanish fleets had passed the rock on their 
way to Cadis. Even the two Frencn 74s left repairing at 
Toulon, had since followed the comUned fleets oat of the Me- 
diterranean. 

With such limited means as we possess, it is not easy to say 
how it happened, first, that the Spanish fleet, scattered and dis- 
comfited by a gale, was suflered to enter Cartiiagena ; and next, 
that the French fleet, although it spent nearly four weeks in 
twice traversing that small portion of the Mediterranean which 
divides Gcsmmi flom Carthagena, was missed by a British flert 
crutting on the same seas. Not a jot of information on the 
subject appears in a work in which, from its title and the rela- 
tion that subsisted between its author and Earl St.-Vincent, a 
solution of the difticulty might reasonably be expected. 

To show that this writer's account of the proceedings of the 
British fleet after it had arrived at Gibraltar from Cadiz, brief 
as it is, contains manv mistatements, we have only to subjoin an 
aztract. ** Here, with all the zeal and vigilance of Earl St- 
Vincent and the anxiety of every officer to forward the work, 
it took five days," that is, from 9 a. m. on the 10th, to 11 a. m. 
on the Uth, "before the provision and water could be com- 
pleted, and the ships sufficiently repaired to follow the enemy ; 
when the Earl of St.-Vincent iioisted his flag on board the Ville 
de Paris, and taking Lord Keith under his orders, made all sail 
ftr Gape Dell MelL At this place (see p. 262) he received intel- 
Iffience, that the enemy had anchored inVado bay ; but his lord- 
ship, having every reason to think that the Spaniards meditated 
an attack on Minorca, went to Mahon, and ordered Lord Keith 
to cruise ofl* the island, the Spaniards having collected a large 
body of troops at Majorca."* 

• BrentOB^TQLii,pi470. 
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Being desiitms to attend the combined fleets in their further 
movements, we shall merely advert to two untoward circum- 
stances, which may assist in explaining how the British and 
French fleets twice missed each other: one was when Lord 
Keith on the 8th of June, in compliance with Earl St-Viuoeafs 
«iilcny put back, just -mhm m 24 Ikwib* nn m tiie oonnB lia 
^ liad bieofteerin^ 110^ iMve brought him in frcint of ICBniix; 
the next, wliei^ apiilead of waiting off Cape San-SebastiMi hmt 
Keith, of his own accord as it appears, steered for MinonHyfloA 
in the neighbourhood of that island wasted several days. 

On the 7th of July, while the combined fleets were pasBill|^ 
the Straits, some of the ships amused themselves with firin? at 
two vessels belonging to the Al^^iues, and then ateeiiog cloee 
m widi the Barbtry UMxe. EanSt-ViaoeiitywliowaaiM faoariL 
the 44-^ini ahip Argo, at anchor m the bay, despstdied ibat 
hired cutter Penelope, of 16 or 18 gims, Lieutenant Fredendc 
Lewis Maitland, to ascertain the cause of the firing. Having 
stretched across the gut with very light winds during the night, 
Lieutenant Maitland, at daybreak on the 8th, found himself 
nearly within gun-shot of Admiral Massaredo's advanced shij^, 
the boats of wnich, in the prevailing calm, were ordered to tow 
the 14-gun brig-conrette Vito towards the Penelope. Hie 
latter, howtever, on appioadiing the Biilieh eotter, aa eei fied so 
warm a salute, that me soon dropped astern. 

A breeze now springing up, the Spanish 34-gun frigate Del 
Carmen ran down, and placing herself about a cable's length, 
on the Penelope''s weather beam, opened a heavy fire, by which 
the cutter was soon unrigged and compelled to surrender. Aa 
officer from the Vivo now ooaided the I'enelope, and demanded 
her oommaBder's sword ; bnt Lieutenant MaiUand i ftf ased t» 
deliver it, alleging that the British eeknrs had been stmck %a 
the frigate. Shortly afterwards, one of the Oannen'a haali 
boai ded and took possession of the Penelope, and aant nway 
the boat of the Vivo. 

The Peiu'iope, when thus suddenly ordered from Gibraltar, 
had on board a considerable sum in specie, intended for tlie 
island of Minorca, but which, rather neglecti'uUy we think, was 
mot removed. Whta her crew found there was nodianoe eC 
eacape from the combined fleets, they suide an atteiBpt to plun- 
der the treasure, which Lieutenant Maitland most hononrablj 
sod successfully resisted, alleging thal^ as public pro]ieity,it 
was the lawful prize of the captors.*** 

On the lOth, 11th, and 12th, the French and Spanish fleets 
entered the harbour of Cadiz. The Censeur being still not in 
a state to proceed on tlie voyage, the Spanish monarch pre- 
sented to the French republie the 74 San-Sebastiaii ; mod lato 
the latter, newly and appropriately named the AUiaaoe, Caplam 

•Msiihidl,foLiL.p.m. 
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Faye nd 1m offioan nd enew ioitaBlly renofsd. tlutt doiie^ 
«a the 21st tliB combined heeti got vaikr way, bound to Bml. 
Sctrcdy, bowefer, had the two fleets made sail from tha 
ehorage, than two of the Spanish three-deckers, the Mexicano 
and Santa-Ana, returned ; the latter after having run on shorn 
and been with difficulty got afloat again. This left Admixal 
Masaaredo with the foUowmg 15 sail of the line : 



rConropcion, f^Pelayo, 
1 Ifi J ^^'*'i^'-<i^"-R<^S^ SaD-Francisctxle^Asis, 
1 Priftcipe-de-AfltiiriM^ San-Francisco-dd-ffKlllV 
(. R^rna^LoOHp 74 < San-Joaqiua, 
80 Neptuno^ San-Pobu^ 

fBahiaui, 
74^ Conquistador 

SxehalvB of ter frigates aai tfarae Wiga ; naikiBg the 
aggregate number of the oorobioed Spaaiah and Fuench fleets 
^ sail, of which 40 were of the line. 

On the 30th, at 2 a.m., the wind coming to the eastwaid. 
Lord Keith, with his 31 sail of the line, got underway from. 
Gibraltar, and stood towards the channel, but heard nothing of the 
object of his pursuit until the 8th of August ; when, being off 
Cape t mist^e, he was informed by a Danish brig, that on the 
^dtf aha M poBoed thnwrii the oonfamed fleets, ataeiing to 
tte inrtii-«ast. Oa the ddi, the Biitirii 36-g«ii frigate Stag, 
OapiMB Joseph Sydney Yorke, came into the fleet with informiH 
tion, that she had seen the French and Spaniards off Cape 
Orteg^l, steering, as before, to the north-east. On the 12th, 
the British fleet arrived in soundings, and at noon on that day, 
was about 80 miles to the westward of Usliant. On the 14th, 
Lord Keith detached the Impetueux, Pompue, and Ethalion, to 
look into Biest ; adiere Sv Bdwaid Pellew frrand the F^endt 
nod SpSnuh fleeti^ wUohliad afiiTed only on the preceding day, 
safely teoorad m the voad. 

Whatever may have been the errors or nusmanagBment of 
Lord Keith whife craising in the Mediterranean, so soon as the 
British fleet was clear of the island of Minorca, the ships pushed, 
under all sail, in pursuit of the Franco- Spanish fleet, and actually 
sained upon it so much, that, had there been another degree of 
jli st a n ce to pass over, the two fleets, in all probabihty, would 
Inwe «Nne in oontaet. Those who anght dn»d the fesalt of a 
MseHiig,nndsr saoh a numerical disparity as 40 to 31, should 
veooQecl, that a fleet of 30 sail of the fine, equipped manned, 
and commanded hke Lord Keith's, was a match for any fleet 
that could be sent to sea; especially one made up of the ships 
of two national navies, between which there was little or no 
concert, and the fleet of one of which had given so decided a 
proof that numbers were a disadvantage to it. 
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We may observe, in passing, that the alleged object of the 
voyage ot AI. liruix to tlie Mediterranean appears to have been 
much overrated. He had landed a few soldiers at Safona, and 
convoyed a fleet of coasters to Genoa; services which his fri- 
gates alone could just as well have performed. Bvsn when the 
two fleets had joined, they evinced no intention to act against 
Minorca and Sicily, or to overpower the British naval force in 
that sea. The French Hect when alone, and even the two fleets 
when united, rather shunned than sought an engagement; nor 
had a single hostile port been visited, nor even threatened. The 
zesttlt was, that the Breast and Cadiz fleets had united^ and now 
lay moored together, to the ridicule of monarchial Spaio, in the 
great naval depot of republican France. 

Among the ships that, j ust before the Brest fleet appeared off 
Cadiz, had escaped out of port to eflect a junction with it, were 
five ships of the line from Fcrrol. It was on the 28th of April 
that these five sail, consisting of one 112-gun ship (the Real- 
Carlos) bearing an admiral's flag at the main, one bO bearing a 
▼iee-adrairars flag at the fore, and three 74b, accomjMUiied by 
one frigate, and one ship and one brig corvette^ sailed from 
Ferrol; not unseen, however, by the British 44-gun frigate Inde- 
^Uigabl^ Captain the Hon. Henry Curzon. The Spaniards, as 
if expecting to fall in with the Brest fleet, lay to, otf Corunna, 
for the greater part of two days ; during whicli lime the Inde- 
fatigable kept them in sight. The latter then hastened home- 
wards with the intelligence, and shortly afterwards spoke the 
Cbilders brig, on her way to Earl St-Vtnoent with despatches 
fitMn Lord Bridport. On the 8th of May the Indefatigable air- 
rived at Plymouth. In the mean time the Spanish squadron 
had made sail with the intention of entering Brest, but, finding 
or fearing some obstruction, had since put into Rochefort. 

Towards the latter end of May, while, with 2(> sail of the line 
at anchor in Bear Haven, waitiny; for the French fleet to come 
to Ireland, Lord Bridport received intelligence, as well of this 
Spanish squadron being in Rochefort, as of the Brest fleet having 
steered for the Struts. Accordingly, on the 1st of Jnne, in pur- 
suance of orders from home. Lord Bridport detached Admiral 
Sir Alan Gardner with 16 sail of the line as a reinforcement to 
Earl St.- Vincent, and, with his remaining 10 line-of-battle ships, 
sailed for Basque road. 

On the 4th of June Lord Bridport arrived ofi' the road, and 
got a sight of the Spanish squadron ; but which immediately 
afterwards retired to the road of Aix, a small fortified istend 
about 12 miles from Rochefort On the 8tb, taking with him 
the Hoyal-George, Atlas, Achille, and Aglncourt» the admiral 
■ailed for England, leaving, as a blockading force off the poct^ 
the 
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( Rear-Adm. (b.) Hon. G. Cnn. Berkeley. 
Han.............-....—.. ^ Captain John Manley. 



I Yenaable.................. » Sir Williain George Fairfiiz. 

74< Renown » Albemarle Bertie. 

Ajax ...»• Hon. Alex. Inglis Cochnioe. 

I Ramillies „ Riciiud Grindall. 

L Robust .........-...•••*•» n Herbert Sawyer. 



In a few days afterwards the 80-gim ship Sans-Pareil, Captain 
William Browell, joined this squadron; and on the 1st of July 
Rear-admiral Charles Morice Pole, arrived fh>in Cawsand bay, 
in the Royal George, accompanied by the bomb-Yessels Sulphur, 
Explosion, and Voi<»no, and their tenders, for the purpose of 
making^ an immediate attack upon the Spanish squadron. One 
admiral being deemed sufficient for tliis purpose, Kear-admiral 
Berkeley, with the Mars and Ramillies, parted company from 
the squadron ; which now consisted, besicies tlie five line-of- 
battle ships, Royal-George, Sans-Pareil, Venerable, Renown, 
Ajax, and Robust, and the three bomb-msels, of the 38-gua 
frigates Boadicea, Captain Richard Goodwin Keats, and Uranie, 
Captain George Henry Towry, Snu-Fiorenzo 36, Captain Sir 
Hairy Neale, Unicom 32, Captain Philip Wilkinson, and 18-gua 
briec-sloop Sylph, Captain John Chambers White. 

On the 2d of July, early in the mornin<;, Rear-admiral Pole, 
with his squadron, bore up for the Pertuis-d'Antioche ; and, 
while the ti#e Ime-of-battle shi|)s, at about 1 1 a. m., came to an 
anchor in Basque roads, the fh^ites, sloop, bomb-Yessels, and 
some cutters, proceeded on towards the isle of Aix, near to* 
whicb were the Spanish ships, moored in a line abead, extend- 
ing from the isle last named towards the Boyart shoal, which 
runs nearly parallel to the isle of Oleron. For the better pro- 
tection of the Spanish ships, a floatinfi: mortar-battery had been 
stationed between this island and the Boyart. At nearly the 
same time that the line-of-battle ships came to in Basque roads, 
the frigates, sloop, and bomb'msels were anchored by Captain 
Keats under the isle of' Aix. At noon a 6re was opened upon 
the British vessels at this anchorage from the isles of Oleron 
and of Aix, the floating battery, and the Spanish admirers riiip. 
The British bomb-vessels, having taken their stations, com- 
menced throwing their shells. So superior, however, was the 
range of the French mortars, that, while the shells from these, 
as well as several of the shots from the floating battery^ were 
flying over the British frigates and bomb-vessels, the shells from 
the latter all fell short. At 2 p. m. Captain Keats sent the Sylph 
to the admiral with this information. In the mean time ttie 
wind had fallen to nearly a calm; thus affording, at 3 P. M,,wx 
opportunity for several gun-boats, armed with long; 36-pounder8, 
(and one of which gun-boats every Spanish line-of-battle ship, 
by a paragraph in the Moniteur, appears at this time to have 
had on board), to advance and open u (ire upon the bombarding 
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wqaadntL At about 4 Ik 30 m. p. ii« the frigates and bomb* 
wkIb weighed and stood oiit» followed and fired at by the gim- 
lioate until 6 p.m. ; which was at least an honr after any shot 

coald possibly reach. 

Thus ended an affair, which, on both sides, was perfectly 
harmless. A British squadron continued to cruise, for a while, 
off the Isle of Re, to prevent the escape of the Spanish ships. 
The latter, nevertheless, found an opportunity, in the middle of 
September, to escape to sea. The SoaaiaidSy at fivrt^ made an 
attempt to join their countrymen at Brest ; bat, finding the port 
too well watched, they afterwards stood away to the soothward, 
and succeeded in re-cnterintr Ferrol. Although increased by 
five French sail of the line fitted out since the departure of M. 
Bruix in April, including a fine new 80-gun ship, tne Indivisible, 
the powerful Franco- Spanish fleet at anchor in Brest road, the 
whole of the pendants in which, according to the French ac- 
coontSy exceeded 90, made no attempt to pot to sea during tha 
lemainder of the present year. 

Our attention is now called bsek to the Mediterranean, but 
to a more easterly part of it thnn was visited by the French and 
Spanish fleets, of whose separate, as well as conjoint cruises we 
have fiiven some account. We left the French General Cham- 
pionnet, after having seized upon Rome and dethroned the Pope, 
on his full march towards Naples. On the 10th of January the 
mablictns took Capua, and on the 24th, after a smart but »» 
emsctual resistance on the part of the mob or lazzarcaii, poo* 
aessed themselves of Naples; from which city, however, the 
lung and royal family, as naa already been stated, had retired to 
Palermo, in Sicily.* 

The territories of the Grand Duke of Tuscany, into which 
Pope Pius VI., as well as the King of Sardinia, had sought a 
refuge, were the next to be invaded. A seasonable intimation of 
the republican General Ganthier's intentians enabled Gharlsa 
Xounanuel and his family to quit Florence for Leghorn; 
whence, finding themselTes not safe even there, they embarked 
Ibr Cagliari, in Sardinia. On the 29th of March General Gau- 
thier and his 3000 troops took quiet possession of F'lorence ; and 
on the following day the Grand Duke and his family, escorted 
by a detachment of French, retired to Venice, on their way into 
ne dommioQs of Austria, Two days after General Gauthier 
liad entered Florenoa. General MioUia, at the head of 400CK 
republicans, made himself, with eqal fi»ifity, master of 
iLeghoni. 

Among the prisoners that fell into the hands of the French, 
on taking possession of Tuscany, was the pope. By order of 
the French directory, the latter was conducted to Parma, then 
across the Alps, to Brian^on, and subsequently to Valence; 

a See p. 1901 
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lAmtp omt m m by Us sofierings bodi'of mnd wad body, th» 
old man died. 

At the dote of the precedine year we left the Russians and 
Turks beseiging the city and fortress of Corfu. On the 3d of 
March, and not before, the garrison capitulated ; and the repub- 
lican troops obtained permission to return to France, on their 
parole not to serve again within the period of 18 months. We 
noiefly mcirti o n ad Unit tbe Ffeoca 74-gn ship GtMreux, 
Giptein LncSXk, bad qmtted Cnfiiy and pfioeeaded to Aneoaa in 
the gulf of Venwe. The only TMOela of war, therefore, except 
a few gun-boots, which the conquerors of Corfu found in tne 
harbour, were the late British 60-gun ship Leander, and the 
French 28-gim frigate Brune. The first-named ship the Em- 
peror of Russia afterwards restored to Great Britain. 

A few days after the occupation of Corfu by the Turks and 
Baawam^ but belbia liie event bad beeome known at Ancona^ 
the Qioenmm, aeeompaaaed by nine transports, baving on boiurd 
abosfe 1000 troops under General Clement, with a considerable 
quantity of provision and military stoies, sailed for the relief of 
their countrymen. Previously, however, to his enterinir the 
channel of Corfu, Captain Lejoille wished to learn the tate of 
this finest of the loniim islands. He accordingly steered, with 
his 74 and transports, towards Brindisi, a small port in the Nea- 
politan wovinee of Olnnfto^flnd nowooenpied by a weak detadn 
nent oc Cardinal Roffb'a troops. Owing to the carelssaness of 
^ke pilot, the G^n^reux gronnded close under the guns of the 
castle of Brindisi ; and upon which, from her position, she could 
only bring her aftermost guns to bear. Almost the first shot 
fired from the castle killed Captain Lejoille^ and badly wounded 
General Clement. 

After the cannonade had lasted in this partial manner for 
about two hours, and aeveial of the French mmen and soldieia 
bad been kitted or wounded, the fortress sonendered. The 
transporta immediately anchored in the harbour; as did the 
G^nmos, as soon as she conld be got afloat The news of the 
sarrender of Corfu arriving a day or two afterwards, the Gen6- 
reux, now under the command of Lieutenant Claude ToulFet^ 
accompanied by the nine transports, sailed back to Ancona. 

Six or eight weeks after the surrender of Corfu, a Turco-Rus- 
aian squadron of six or seven sail of the line, nuder the Russian 
BeaMMBsiial Woinowich» set sail to make an attaek upon An- 
CtaWm Abent the middle of May the squadron arrived and 
anchored off the town. The French tioops within it amounted 
to between 2000 and 3000, and were commanded by General 
Monnier. The three ex- Venetian 64s, Beyrand, Lanarpe, and 
Stenge, lay at the entrance of the harbour with spring on their 
cables. Another ex- Venetian 64, the Hoche, but without any 
gans on board, was inside of the harbour; as wen two or three 
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ex-Venetian corvettes. The Gen^reux had quitted Ancona a 
week or two before, and had since arrived safe at Toulon. 

On the 19th the Russian admiral commenced cannonading the 
town and adjoining fortresses ; but, the guns of the ships being 
loa nmeh dented, all the ahot flew ofer the town and did little 
or no damage. Preferring a safe to an effective position, t^e 
Turks had stationed their ships outside of those or their allies^ 
and began their part in the engagement by shooting away the 
colours and a great portion of the rigging of the Russian admi- 
ral's ship. In short the Turco-Russian squadron could produce 
little or no effect upon the place, although the inhabitants of 
the coast were ready to co-operate with them. The siege was 
at length turned into a blockade : nor was it until towaids the 
end of the ^ear that Ancona surrendered ; and then, not to the 
Turco-Russian squadron, but to an Austrian army. The lon^ 
and obstinate defence of the besieged obtained for tliem^ as it 
always should do, the most honourable terms; and General 
Monnier and his troops were hi2;hly complimented for their 
bravery by the Austrian General Froelich. 

The first object of Lord Nelson's care when at Palermo^ was 
to uree ib» Sicilian government to place the island in die best 
possible state of defence. A body of troops was immediately 
assembled ; and preparations were made under the rear-admiral's 
auspices, to fit out gun-boats, and to mount the batteries with 
the sixty-five 24-pounders which \md been brought from Naples. 

On the 18th Captain Troubrid^re arrived at Palermo from oft' 
Alexandria, with the Culloden, Zealous, Swiftsure, Seahorse, 
and the Perseus and Bulldog bomb-vessels. On the 24th the 
Minotaur also arrired. Having received this reinforoementy 
Lord Nelson, on the 3lsty detached Captain Tronbridge, with 
these feur 74b, frigate, and bomb- vessels, and also <with the 
Portuguese 74 San-Sebastian, to blockade the port of Naples. 

On the 2d of April Captain Troubridge, with the squadron, 
stood into the bay, and anchored off the island of Procida, the 
jcrovernor of which had previously gone on board the Culloden. 
There being no French troops at Procida, the island, which lies 
about 18 miles from Naples, was taken auiet possession of: and 
his Sicilian majesty's colours were eheertuliy noisted by the in- 
habitants. On the next day, the 3d, Ischia, Capria, and all the 
other of the Ponza islands followed the example of Procida. 

On the 12th of May, while Rear-admiral Lord Nelson was 
lying at Palermo, with the Vanguard 74, Captain Thomas Mas- 
terman Hardy, a Portuguese 74 (Principe-Rcal) and frigate, and 
the armed en ilute 64-gun ship Haerlem, Captain George Burl- 
ton, the 14-gun brig Espoir, Captain James Sanders, arrived 
with intelligence that the French fleet had been seen off Oporto* 
On the 13tn, at 9 p. m., anofficer of the Peterel joined overland, 
with the additional, int^ligenccy that on the evening of the 5th, 
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35 sail of French men of war had passed the Straits. On hear- 
ing this, the Hon roused himself ; and the idol of that focus of 
corruption, the Neapolitan court, again shone forth as Nelson of 
the Nile. Instantly he despatched orders to Captain Troubridge 
at Naples bay, to come to Palermo with the whole of his line- 
of-battle foroe» and if ponible^ a frigate. He also forwarded 
inatmctions to Gaptain ball, at Malta, who^ with the Alexander 
and Goliath 74s, and occasionally a Porttt^ese 74, was block- 
ading the port of Valette ; also to the Russian admiral wherever 
he could be found, and whose force, in alliance with that of the 
British in this quarter, consisted of four or five sail of the line 
and some frigates and smaller vessels. Much effective co-opera- 
tion, however, was not expected from these. 

On the 17th, in the morning, hia lordihip repeated the ordera 
as to the ships of the line in and off Naples bay, but added that 
the frigates must remain to take care of the recently surrendered 
islands. On the same afternoon the rear-admiral was joined by 
the 74-2nin ships Culloden, Commodore Troubridge, bwiftsure, 
Captain Benjamin Uallowell, and the Sao-Sebastian, a Portu- 
guese 74. 

On the 20th, having been reinforced hy the 74-gun ship 
Minotaar, Captain Thomas Louis, and a third Portuguese 74, 
the Alphbnso, Lord Nelson got under way, and cruised for 
several days near the islands of Levanso and Maritimo. On 

the 30th the squadron, having been further reinforced by the 
74-gun ship Zealous, Captain iSamuel Hood, and the Lion 64, 
Captain Manley Dixon, returned to Paleimo, and anchored off 
the Mole, in a line opposite to the Marino. On the 1st of June 
the Audacioiu 74, Captain David Gould, joined ; and on the 
7th, Reai^«dnnral Duckworth, with the 80-gun ship Foodroyant,. 
Captain William Brown, the 74-gun ships Leviathan, bearing 
the rear-admiral's flag. Captain Henry Digby, Northumberlanc^ 
Captain George Martin, and Majestic, Captain George Hope. 
On the 8th Lord Nelson shifted his Hag to the Foudroyant^ and- 
Captains Hardy and Brown exchanged ships. 

On the 13th, having now under his command the Foudroyant,. 
Lemthan, Callodfln, Mmotanr, Northnmherfamd, Zealons^ Au- 
dacious, Swiftsors,' Vanguard, Majestic, Alphonso, Piincipe* 
Beal, San-Sebaatian, and Lion, also the reduced 64-gun soip' 
Haerlem, but not, we believe« a single frigate, Lord Nelson again 
put to sea from Palermo, and was the next day joined by the 
Powerful and Bellerophon, forming a total of 16 sail of the line. 
"With this fleet. Lord Nelson cruised off and on the coast of 
Sicily ; but, as we have elsewhere shown, neither the French nor 
the Smniah fleets arrived there to seek a battle with one, who 
had already convinced both nations, that, whatever might ha 
his inferionty of ibroe^ he was not to be attacked with ioi* 
punity. 

On the departure of Captain Troubridge with hia three 74s 

TOX.. II. X 
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from the bay of Naples, to join Lord Nelson at Palermo, the 
blockade of the port devolved upon Captain Edward James 
Footed of the 38-gini fnf^ Snhone; wbo^ on the 22d of May, 
■nebored off Procida with, besideB ms own ahip, the Penew 

bomb-yessel, Captain James Oswald, and Mutine and San-L^on 
brigs, Captains William Hostc and John Harward. In the 
mean time, important operations were carrying on upon shore. 
An immense Austro-Russian army, under the famous general 
Soworow, had since the middle of April entered Italy, and was 
now bearing down all opposition. 

On the 6Ch of June Oardinal Rnffo defeated the French near 
Naples. On the Mlh the fortified rock of Rifigliano, and on 
the 1 5th the important fortress of Caatel^Mare, capitulated to 
the Seahorse and squadron. The terms were, that the respec- 
tive garrisons should march out with military honours, and such 
of thciu as chose be allowed to avail themselves of the protec- 
tion of the Bntish flag. On the 17th the Seahorse and rerseus 
4 quitted Caatel-^MaTey and proceeded to the bottom of Naples ' 
hay, in order, with tiie aid of the gun and mortar boats at the 
Piedi-GiOtta, to attack Castel-del' Uovo, wluch, with Castel- 
NuoTO, constituted the principal sea-defence of the capital. The 
latter is in the heart of the city, and has a communication with 
the palace ; but the former runs out into the bay, and is joined 
to the land by a narrow pass and drawbridge. These two forts, 
and that of St-Elmo on the western side of the city, were the 
only strong holds at this tune possessed by the French in tfie 
hnmediate neiehbouihood of Naples. 

On the 18& Captain Foote despatched Captain Oswald of 
the Perseus, with a letter to the commandant of Castel-deP 
Uovo, offering him and his garrison an asylum under the 
British flag. To this a verbal and a very oflensive negative 
was returned ; such as, " Nous voulons la republique une et 
indivisible: nous mourrerons pour elle. Voila votre reponse. 
£loignez>Toas, citoyen; Ttteytite." We should have preaused 
that, among the orders which Captain Foote had received for 
his i]:uidance, was one, that be should oo-opentte with Cardinal 
F. linffo, the chief of the royalist army on shore, and the vicar- 

fenenil and confidential agent of his Sicilian majesty. Captain 
'oote had all along done so, and now accjuainted the cardinal 
with the reply which he had received to his letter, and his in- 
tention of immediately attacking the fort. In this the cardinal 
appeared heartily to concur ; but, on the 19Ui* after the na?al 
attack had commenced, Captain Foote, to lus surprise, received 
a letter from the cardinal, requesting him to cease hostilities^ 
and not to recommence them while the flag of truce was flying, 
as a negotiation had taken place. On the same night Captain 
Foote, sent an othcer to the cardinal to acquaint him that the 
British were not accustomed to grant so long a suspension of 
ms; and that, as the King of England was a principal ally of 
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liw King of Ihetipo Skiliae, he, Oaptaia Foote, ehuned aii^t 

to be infonned of all proceedings. * The cardinal Bent baek 
word, that the Chevalier de Micheiovx, the RniBitn minister, 

and a detachment of whose troops was then serving with the 
WeapoUtan loyalistB, conducted the treaty, and that he, the 
chevalier, would furnish the particulars ; but Captain Foote, 
knowing no other person than the cardinal as intrusted witii 
the inleiBtto of his Bioilitii majesty, vefiiaed to act with Micfa»- 
wtOL To this the csBdhul iqiued, that he himself kMw 
moAine of what was going on, that he stood in great need of 
ihe aid of the Russians ; and Bepeated» that it was they srho 
ccmducted the treaty. 

On the 20th Captain Foote received from the cardinal a plan 
of a capitulation already signed by him and the chief of the 
Russians, with a reouest that he. Captain Foote, would affix 
ins m^^niiBm to it The latter did so, to avoid thiowing the 
least impediment in the way of the intoKsta of his Sicilian 
na^ty, but fiuled not to state, that he thought the terns lather 
favourable to the republicans. On the 22d the capitulation for 
the forts of Nuovo and del' Uovo was signed in form, by Car- 
dinal Ruffo, by the Russian as well as Turkish commanders, 
and by Captain Foote as commanding officer of the British 
ships m the bay of Naples ; the French commandant at Fort 
Si^Etmo^ Oolond Mejan, having prefiously, as sttpalated in 
the last wtiele, appoted the terms. Among these it was agreed, 
that the two gamaons, consisting of about 1500 individuals, 

, chiefly Neapolitan revolutionists, should march out with the 
honours of war ; that private property should be respected ; that 
the individuals shoula have their choice of embarking on board 
cartels for Toulon, or of remaining at Naples ; that, until the 
cartels were ready to sail, the garrisons should keep possession 
4yf their forts ; and that four hostages sboold he detuned at Fort 
$t*Blmo, until the anml of the indifiduab at Toalonahonld 
be ascertained.* 

It of course required some days to assemble the necessary 
4]|uantity of transports to convey the garrisons to their destina- 
tion ; and, in the meantime, the flags of truce remained hoisted, 
as well at the two forts as on board the British and Neapolitan 
ships of war at anchor in the bay. On the 24th, while matters 
iPSM tn this slate. Lord Nelsont with his Beet, eompriaing, aa 
ahnady stated, 16 sail of the line and a reduced 64-gun ship, 
aypflaied in si^ht, bearing at the mast-head of the Foudroyant a 
signal, annulhng the flag of truce then flying on board Captain 
Foote's squadron. On the same afternoon, at a conference held 
gn board the flag-ship, at which were present Cardinal Rutlb, 
and Sir William and Lady Hamilton, the cardinal maintained 
inflexibly, that the treaty ought to be kept sacred. Lord Nel- 
son, on the other hand, was of opinion that the treaty, as one 

* For a copy of the treaty both in Frcuch aud English, sec Ci^toia Foote's 
TmdMm of Ait CanAict, &c Sd edition, p. 195. 

x2 
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*' entered into with rebels," ought not to be carried into execu- 
tion without the approbation of his Sicilian majesty.* Upon 
this, the cardinal retired from the conference in disgust. In the 
evening; when Cttptain Foote came on board the FoodioyanL 
Loid Nelson ga?e him full credit for his zeal, assiduity, and 
{(ood intentions, but declared that he, Captain Foote, had been 
imposed upon by " that worthless fellow, Cardinal Ruffo, wha 
was endeavouring to form a party hostile to the views of his 
sovereign." Captain Foote replied that, when he concluded 
the treaty, he had more reason to expect the French, than the 
British neet in the bay of Naples, and that he could not be sup^ 
posed to know, or eren imagine, that the caidinal was acting 
contrary to his sovereign'a intern^ when he atiU retained io 
high and confidential a station. + 

On the 26th, two days after the arrival of Lord Nelson in the 
hay, the garrisons of Castel-Nuovo and Castel-del' Uovo, in 
obedience to the ninth article of the treaty, set at liberty the 
state prisoners and the English prisoners of war. The garrison, 
then, as stipulated in the third article, marched out with the 
hononra of war, and grounded their arroa^ After this, such of 
them as chose, comprising nearly the whole present embarked 
on board 14 transports^ dniefly polacres and felnceas, in order, 
as they understood, to be conveyed to Toulon, conformably to 
the fifth article, but, in reaUty, to be held as prisoners on board 
their vessels, until the King of the two Sicilies, then at Palermo, 
should determine how he would dispose of them. Here, then, 
was a gross infraciion of the treaty, and by whcmit By Lord 
Kelson. Had he and his fleet, by any fortunate chance, been 
prevented from entering the bay until the 27th or 28tii, the 
wretched garrisons, the unhappy victims of violated fiuth, would 
have been on their way to Toulon, and British honour have been 
preserved without a tarnish. ' 

Prince Francesco Caraccioli, a younger branch of one of the 
most noble families in Naples, an otiicer once high in command, 
and not only of deserred oistliiction in the NeapoUtan navy, but 
who had commanded a ship, with-credit to hinudtf, in a British' 
line of battle, accompanied the king, when he and his court, in 
the preceding December, fled to Sioly. Shortly afterwards the 
Neapolitan revolutionary government, or Parthenopjcan republic, 
as it was styled, issued an edict, ordering all absent Neapolitans 
to return, on pain of confiscation of their property. Caraccioli, 
having great estates in the country, obtained the king's permis^ 
aion to go to Naples to see after than. He departed ftom 
knDO^ and, in a short time, was found at the head of the repub* 
lican naval forces, acting against the king and his aJlies. 

• HanriioiiPk Life of Lord Ndson, voi ii., p. lOL 

fCaplUn Foote's Vindication, p. 22. 
Letters of the prisoners to Lord Nelson. See attested copies, in French 
and English, in the Appendix to Helen Maria Williams's Sketchet of the State 
of Manncrt and Opimont m (ke Fmnck JlqWtWc^ TOlt 11^ PP» 81 0 WO ; SlW 

CaptaiB Foote's ViiidiGStioB,p, 99. 
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^Peihaps he thought/' says an intdligeDt writer, ^ta many 
otheiB am tiiough^ that toe king's aSlication of his throne,, 
without making so strenuous an opposition as he might have 
dcnie to the revolutionary system, and his (|[uittin^ his capital 
several weeks before any enemy approached it, might plead his 
excuse for joining those who were now resolved to erect a new 
government, since they were abandoned by their old."* 

When the recovery of Naples was evidently near, Caraccioli 
applied to Cardinal Ruffo, and to the Duke of Calvinraao> for 
protection, hoping that 40 years of fiuthful services would out> 
weigh the few days during which, as he stated, he had been 
forced to obey the French. Not being successful in his applica- 
tion, and knowing the temper of the Sicilian court, he fled from 
one of the two forts which had last capitulated. Whether this 
occurred a day or two before or after the treaty had been con- 
cluded, is uncertain and perhaps immaterial. A price was set 
upon his head ; and on the 29th of June^ at about 9 a. m,, 
Caraccioli, in the disguise of a peasant, was brought alongside of 
the Foudroyant. We shall give what immediately followed in 
the words of Lord Nelson's biographers, Messieurs Clarke and 
M'Arthur : " Captain Hardy, who was on deck at the time, had 
his attention suddenly attracted to a clamour that prevailed, and 
it was some time before he could gain informatioa from the 
Italians who were on board, that the 'traitor Garacciolt was 
taken.' It was with the utmost difficulty that this humane 
officer could restrain the insults and violence of the Neapolitan 
loyaUsts towards this unhappy victim of French perfidy ; who, 
with his hands bound behind him, and wretchedly attired, dis- 
played a painful instance of the uncertainty of all human gran- 
aeur. When last on board, this prince had been received with 
all tlie respect and deference that were then due to his rank and 
character. Captain Hardy immediately ordered his noble ori- 
eoner to be unbound, and to be treated with every attention that 
was in his power. Some refreshment was immediatdy oflfered^ 
which he declined, and he was then given in charge as a pri- 
soner to the first lieutenant, Mr. W. S.Parkinson, and shown 
into his cabin. Two additional sentinels were then placed at 
the outside of the wardroom. "f 

In acting thus. Captain Hardy had but obeyed the impulses 
of an upright mind and a manly heart. Unhappily, the mind 
of another person, eoually well-dispdsed when m health, was 
now possessed by a demon, who had the power to expel every 
generous feeling and substitute in their stead the worst of those 
vindictive passions which degrade human nature. The sequel 
to Caraccioli's capture is too well known to need a full recital. 
At 10 A.M. he was put upon his trial, before a court-martial 
■omposed of Neapolitan naval officers, with Commodore Count 

• Williams's Voyage up the MediterraneMl, p* 210* 
f Clarke and M'Axthur, vol. U., p. 184. 
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Tlram, Caraccioli's bitterest enemy at their head, and UKmbW 
on board the British flag-ship, the Foudroyant, the very ship in 
which Captain Hardy could, "with thp utmost difficulty restrain 
the insults and violence of the Neapolitan royalists" towards the 
prisoner. This was done, because " it would have been very 
dangerous to have ordered a court-martial to assemble on board 
a Neapolitan ship, from the love wfaidi the Sicilian seamen bom 
to Caiaccioli ; and moreorer^ becanae the Foudroyant was con- 
sidered as the seat of government of die King of Naples,*^ 
although the latter was then at Palermo. In two hours the 
court passed sentence of death on this poor old man (he was up- 
wards of 70 years of age), and Lord Nelson immediately issued 
an order for his execution on board the Neapolitan frigate 
Minerva, Count Thum's abip. " During the awful interral that 
enraed, from the close of his trials to rae ezecntion of his sen- 
fence, Caraccioli twice requested Lientenant Faikinson to ga 
and intercede with Lord Nelson ; at first, for a second trial, and 
afterwards that he might be shot. * I am an old man, sir,* said 
Caraccioli, * I ha%'c no family to lament my death ; I therefore 
cannot be supposed to be very anxious about prolonging my life,, 
but the disgrace of bein^ hanj^ed is dreadful to me.* Lord 
Kdson replied, ' Caraccioli has been fairly tried by the officer 
of his own country ; I cannot interfere. On bemg urged s 
second time by Lieutenant Paikinsott, he exclaimed with muctt 
agitation, * Go, sir, and attend to your duty !' Caraccioli, then,. 
a« a ]ast hope, asked Lieutenant Parkinson, whether he thought 
an application to Lady Hamilton would prove beneficial. Upon 
which that officer went to the (juaitcrdeck, but, not being able 
to meet with her,+ he returned. At 5 p. m. Caraccioli was re- 
moved from the Foudroyant, and banged at the ibre yaid»aim of 
the Neapolitan frigate La Mlnerra. His body was afUuwaida 
carried out to a considerable distance, and sunk in the bay of 
Naplcs.'t 

On the day previons to Caracciorrs caption, trial (for so we 
must for form sake call it), and execution, Captain Foote had 
sailed for Palermo, to bring their Sicilian majesties to the spot* 
On tlie 8th of July the latter arrived, in their own frigate, the 
8irei», accompanied by the Seahorse as an escort finbealtty 
of mind, where not Ihe associate, is ofien die tool of depranly 
of heart. Ferdinand IV., although not naturally a cruel, ww 
undoubtedly a weak man. Lady Hamilton and his ministers 
did with him as they pleased ; and, in consequence, such scenes 
were now acted on board the prison-ships (the cartels that had 
been I) as would scarcely be believed, even if those cartel-con- 

* Clarke and M' Arthur, vol. ii., p. 105. 

f Tlie {)artial biographers of Lord Nelson have softene*! this. She would 
not be seen. But even the} udiiiit (vol. ii., p. 188), that Lady UamiltOD was 
present at Caiaocioli's e xecution 1 

I ClailKeaDdM*Arthnr,vol.ii^^l66. 
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verted prison-ships had not been moored in tlie midst of a fleet 
of British men-of-war. " It is now," says a letter from one of the 
unhappy victims of (what we will not call British, but) Lord Nel- ' 
md's braai^ of fidtliy 24 days that we are lying in this voad, 
vapiofided with every thing necessary to exigence : we have 
iMllung bat bread to eat; we dndL notiung but putrid water, 
or wine mingled with sea-water, and have nothing but the bare 
planks to sleep on. Our houses have been entirely pillaged, 
consequently we can receive no assistance from them, and the 
greater part of our relations have been either imprisoned or mas- 
Mcred. Our deplorable situation has already been productive 
of duenes: and OD bond this polam there m 
9t tD infediiiiis fever, which threatens the lives of toe whole." ^ 
AmoDg the many who feU a sacrifice to this order of things, 
were some of the most eminent characters in Naples. Even a 
woman, that woman one of the capitulators, and no other than 
the celebrated Madame de Fons6ca, was doomed to end her days 
by the hangman's knot 

Cknnments are tnmecenary. We sliill only offer a remark or 
two en the dwiaeter of m capitnlatkm, fimn tiie rupture of 
which so much disgvsce has emanated. One of Lord rf elson's 
apologists calls the treaty an armistice, or truce ;t another ealis 
it the projet of a capitulation whereas, in truth, it was as com- 
plete a capitulation as had ever been executed. Another writer 
styles Lord Nelson " commander-in-chief," and on that founds 
the assertion that, as representative of the King of England, he 
arii^t amnd tieaties. But Lofd Ndson was only uM, or, 
admitting Earl St-Vincent to have lesignedy seeood in com- 
mand ; and even a king's power does not oilsnd to the enemies 
of his country, without whom as parties a treaty coidd not 
exist. Some stress has also been laid upon the circumstance of 
Lord Nelson's arrival within 36 hours after Captain Foote had 
subscribed the treaty in question. Had his lordship arrived at 
the end oi one hour, the signature of all the parties had already 
Stamped ofKmlhecapkalation its sBoieddiamefeL Bat,mlho^ 
two of tiie articles, die 6th and 9th, hsd hegun to be actsd 
upon : the transports were getting losdy, and the prisoDem in 
the forts either had already been, or were about to be, set at 
liberty. Even after Lord Nelson had arrived, and by signal 
annulled the truce, the articles in the treaty were made use of to 
inveigle the garrisons out of the forts ; and that, too, solely for 
their destroctioo. If Captain Foote, in signing the treaty, had 
•gceeed ed his orders, he shoold hsnne been tiM and ponished ; 
but, even then, the finth of the natxNly having been onoe 
solemnly pledg€K], ought not to have btsn compromsed. EfOiy 
tittle of the treaty should hsvo been enscnted. 

* Helen Maria Wlllianxs's Sketches, Ae., p. 399. 
+ Harrison's Life of Lord Nelson, vol. H., p. 101« 
^ Clarke and M* Arthur, voL ii., p. 184k 
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In answer to the question, why Captain Foote himself did not 
demand to be tried, that ill-used officer says thus : I was in- 
dined to request, that a pubKc inquiry should take place, upon 
what conoemed my signing the capitulatiooB. dvlI, before 
taking this step, I nndentOMl from a naval member of the ad- 
miralty, and many other respectable friends, that, by urging a 
public investigation, I should act injuriously to my country, and 
in some measure attach myself to a party ; for which there 
seemed to me to be good ground « in consequence of the speech 
which the late Honourable Charles James Fox made on tne 3d 
of Febmary, 1800, on the addresa thanking his majesty for rfr- 
fusing to negotiate." ReBpeetbg the poUcy of agreeme to a 
capitulation with the garrisons of Uoto and Nuoro, fitptain 
Foote remark?, "These facts and reasonings may show, that 
there was nothing so very weak, or senseless, in agreeing to 
such measures as tended rather to reconcile men to each otlier, 
than to urge them to a savage fury, to which all were at this 
time 80 ferociously bent ; and this may be further corrobofaied 
by the situation of the castle of St-£imo, which so completely 
overlooked and commanded the whole city of Nafdes, that tbe 
fire of that castle could have reduced the greatest part of it to a 
heap of rubbish. The French, at the time of the capitulations 
in question, were in possession of this castle, with no probabihty 
of being forced to surrender, and the arrival of their fleet being 
expected, whilst I was in daily expectation of bein^ compelled to 
make, a precipitate retreat"* Let us now quit this painful 
subject, and nasten to nairate occurrences, more credltebla to 
the character, and more congenial to the habits, of the officers 
and seamen of the British navy. 

Since the surrender of the castles of Nuovo and Del"* Uovo, the 
French troops had evacuated the city of Naples ; but a detach- 
ment of them, amounting to about 800 officers and men, under 
Major-General Mejan, sUil ^urisoned the fort of St.-£lmo. An 
immediate attack upon tiie latter was therefore resolved upon ; 
and on the 529th Captain IVoubridge, having two days before 
landed at the head of a detachment of British and Portuguese 
marines, with a part of which he had since garrisoned Nuovo 
and Del* Uovo, opened his trenches. A summons was then sent 
to the commandant of fort St.-Elmo ; but the latter expressed 
his determination to stand a siege. Captain Troubridge, on the 
other hand, was equally determined to storm the fort, as soon as 
two practicable breaches could be made. AccordiDgly, on the 
3d of July, he opened a battery of three 36>pounders and four 
mortars within 700 yards of the walls, and, on the 5th, another 
battery of two 36-pounder8. On the same day the Russians, 
under Captain Baillie, an Englishman, who had entered the 
Russian service at the conclusion of the first American war, and 

• Viiidifiatioiupp.8&iMi88. 
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at this time commanded a ship of the line, opened against the 
angle opposite to that which the British were attackins:, a 
battery of four 36-pounders and four mortars; to which ibur 
more mortarti were subsequently added. 

On the 11th, the three-gun battery having been entirely 
destroyed, the guns dismounted, and uie breastwork knocked 
down, by the fire of the besieged, Captain Troubridge directed 
Captain Hallowell, in the absence of Captain Ball, the second in 
command, to construct another battery of six 36-pounders within 
180 yards of the walls. Between this battery and the fort some 
trees intervened, which it was necessary to fell, before the fire of 
the former could be opened with effect. This was a service of 
*8ach danger, that none of the labourers could be induced to per- 
form it. Captains Troubridge and Hallowell, with Colonel 
Tehudy, a Swiss officer, whose regiment formed part of the 
besie^np: forces, and M. Monfrere, an emigrant of great merit 
and abilities, advanced before the works, to cheer the men by 
their exau)})le. While here, a gun, loaded with grape, was 
levelled at them with such precision, that the shot actually cut 
the boughs, and struck the ground beneath their feet, and yet 
not one of diem was hurt A second battery of one .18-ponnder 
and two howitzers was also getting ready, at the same short 
distance. Afler a few hours' smart cannonade from the six-gun 
battery, an officer appeared on the walls of the fort with a tlag 
of truce. At this time most of the guns in the fort were dis- 
mounted, and the works nearly destroyed. A capitulation being 
then agreed to, the garrison marched out with the honours of 
war, and, in this instance, were honourably confeved to Toulon, 
the stipulated French port The loss sustained by the British, 
Russian, and Neapolitan forces, amounted to five officers and 32 
rank and file killed, and five officers and 79 rank and file 
wounded. Amonj:^ the former were Lieutenant Milbanke, of 
the artillery^, killed by a niusket-shot while reconnoitring the 
castle, and two Neapolitan officers in one of the mortar-batteries, 
who ieU by the same cannon-ball. 

The fort at Capua, a small town situated on the river Vbltumo^ 
and distant about 16 miles from Naples, became the next object 
of attack. On the 20th Captain Troubridge, with the English 
and Portuguese troops, the former consisting of about 1000 sea- 
men and marines from the British fleet, marched from Naples ; 
and, having rested awhile at Caserta, encamped before Capua on 
the morning of the 22d. On the same day a bridge of pontoons 
was thrown across the Voltumo, to facilitate the communication 
between the different detachments of the army ; and batteries of 
guns and mortars were immediately begun to be constructed 
within 500 yards of the works of Capua. On the 26th a battery 
of four 24-poimders, another of two howitzers, and a mortar- 
battery, commenced playing upon the fort, and were answered 
by a fire from U guns with equal spirit. On the next day, the 
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26tb| ftcih tranches were opened^ and n«w batteries begun^ 

within a few yards of the glacis. This induced the besieged to 
propose terms of capitulation. These were rejected, and others 
sent back by Captain Troubridge; to which^ at lengthy the 
French commandant agreed. 

On the morning of the 29th tlie Franch garnson, nnmbering 
2817 offieen ana men, under Brigadier -geneial Gtraidon^ 
marehed out as prisoners with the honours of war, and were 
afterwards conveyed to Toulon. The subjeeta of tbe SioilnB 
monarch, according to an article of the treaty, were delivered up 
to the allies. The tort was mounted with 108 pieces of ordnance, 
exclusively of 10 that were unserviceable ; and contained 12,000 
muskets^ 414,000 filled musket-cartridges, and 67,848 lbs. of 
powder. The allied forces do not appear to have tuilaiiiBd any 
MMi. It eertainlj woold have beoi mora oradHafale to thia 
French general, il^ with aaeh a force at his disposal, he had 
insisted a little more strenuously, that the lives of the Netp 
politan insurgents in the fort should not be sacrificed. 

The surrender of Capua was followed, on the 31st, by that of 
the neighbouring fort of Gaeta, although the latter had not been 
le^larly besieged, but (mly blockaded. On this account^ 
duefly, the French garrison, munberinff 1408 offieen and mao^ 
obtained leafe to mmk out with mar anna and p ara oaal 
effects, and, on being sent to a Fmoh port* wera not to be ooot* 
sidered as prisoners of war. Here, a^am, the poor Neapolitan 
insurgents were handed over, without an eftbrt on their behalf, 
to those who, it was well known, would soon be their execution- 
ers. The same general, Girardon, who had signed the capitu- 
lation of Capua, negotiated and signed that of Gaeta ; on the 
walla of which were momtfed 72 pieoea of eaimoB, including 0^ 
bia88 24andl8pomidenyaDd 13iieavymoitara; the ouigaaniaa 
contained an immenae qoantily of powder and other ganciaQB 
atoies* 

About the 11th of August Captain Troubridge, by Lord 
Nelson's directions, sent the Minotaur, and one or two smaller 
vessels, with a summons to the republican commandant at 
Civita-Vecchia. Some delay occurring_^in the transmission of 
the reply, the Cnlloden henelf went <« the port ; and on the 
90th and 30th of September Oantain Tioobridge, witil 200 ao»- 
men and marines from his two snips, landed at CifitapVeechl^ 
and, aided by a detachment of Neapolitan royalist troops under 
General Bouchard, took possession of that tovm, Corneto, and 
Tolfa. The same treaty by which these places were surrendered, 
gave up Rome ; which was taken possession of by General 
Bouchard, aided by a detachment of seamen under Captain 
Louis, of the Bfinotanr. The las^named officer vowed up llie 
Tiber in his barge, and hoiatad the BngUih oolome on the 
capitoU Thus were Naples, Rome, and Tuscany (Leghorn had 
been ofaenated sinee the 17th of iily)p fraad fiom the 
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ii^tiw Fiiuicb, by, in a very great degree, the pencffeoiie eier- 
Ifioas of tiM ottcem tnd MBmen of t»e BritiBb navy. We will* 

BOW proceed to give accomts of other Mediterranean coast- 
operations, by the final soecess of which the British navy did 
really (for many, with reason, hare doubted it in the caBO off 
Naples) afford relief to a suffering people. 

The junction, in the latter end of October, 1798, of a few 
Bnasan and Turkish frigates, corvettes, and gon-boats, with 
iha tiiBw or ter eUpa wttb yMnh the British onmed off tha 
ooaet of Egypt, and the threatening^ poeture which tin oobk 
laned sqoacnon occasionally assumed, induced Buonaparte to 
strengthen Damietta, Rosetta, and particnlarly Alexandria; to 
the command of which latter city, on General Klebcr's rejoining^ 
the army in Cairo, Buonaparte liad appointed Gjeneral Marraont. 
Having made these dispositions, the general in chief busied 
himielf in forming schemes that had for their object the junction 
of the Bad and Me^tarranean aeas, by wamm of a canal through 
Ike iathmua of Snes. In order to have oealar demonatiation of 
the practicability of such a plan, Bnonaparte resolved to go hinK 
self to Suez ; first sending, however, a detachment of tnM^ to 
take possession of the town and neighbourhood. 

On the 2d of November, General Bon departed from Cairo 
with a suitable body of troops ; and on the 8th, the advanced 
diviaion, oommanded by Eugene Beauhamois, one of Buon»- 
jiarta^i aideade cnmp, entned the aaanort of 9nes» a aoMll town^ 
■ititated at the northern extremity of tne western arm of the Red 
aea^and distant about 90 leagnea from Cairo, and nearly the same 
from the Mediterranean. The inhabitants of Suez all fled on 
the approach of the French, and a few merchant vessels were all 
that were found in tlie port. Buonaparte would soon have fol- 
lowed General Bon to this interesting spot, but was retarded in 
hia movements, hy the breaking out oi the plague among hia 
ttoops, and by the knowledge wmdi he had just acquired m tha^ 
hostile intentiona of Tmkvf. 

Believing he oould remove these by diplomatizing, Bnona- 
parte, on or about the 12th of December, despatched the consul 
of Mascata, Citizen Beauchamp, on board a Turkish caravella in 
Alexandria, to the French ambassador at Constantinople, Tal- 
leyrand-Pengord, as Buonaparte supposed, but who had not 
yet quitted Paris on hia miaeion. Eaiiy in the vontii of Jmmuf, 
the Torkiib fand Mdied fiom Ahoandiia, and ivaa detauMd 
the Britiah eonnnandiog offleer off the coast, Captain Trouhtidge;. 
who took out M. Beaachamp, and, aoMidering him to be a spy, 
aent him to Constantinople as a pri<^oner. Captain Troubridge,. 
however, with characteristic generosity, restored to M. Beau- 
champ a sum nearly equal to 600/. sterling, found concealed 
among his clothes, and whioh, although ostensibly M. Beaa- 
ehamp's private property, had no douht Men anpplied to hini by 
Bnonaparte for purpoaea of bnbaiy and oomplioB. 



Digitized by Google 



284 



BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS. 1799. 



Having, chiefly by the excellent regulations of the physicians 
in his army, checked the ravages of the plague ; and having sent 
one messenger to Constantinople, and another (the nature of 
whose mission we shall presently unfold) to Achmet-Djezzar, 
pBcha of Am in Syria, Buonaparte, on the 26th of December, 
qnitted Cairo, and in two days afterwaids arriTed at Soes, 
attended, among others, by the members of the '^institate of 
Egypt," Monge, Berthollet, Costaz, and Bourienne. Without 
losing a moment, Buonaparte proceeded to reconnoitre the town, 
the harbour, and the neighbouring coast. He afterwards crossed 
the arm of the Red sea, at the end of which Suez stands, by 
means of a ford only practicable at low water, in order to reach 
a spot which the Aiabe still call the " finmtain of Moses," and 
wheie^ according. to the traditions of the conntiy, lie the rocks 
from the striking of one of which the water was prodaocd. Here 
were seen the vestiges of a small modem aqueduct for conveying 
this water to some cisterns on the sea-shore, about three miles 
oflT, and by which vessels were, or rather had been supplied. 
In their way back to Suez, Buonaparte and his escort nearly 
suffered the fiite of Pharaoh and his army. The ford, which the 
caraTsn had crossed with so much ease in the moniinff • bemg^ 
now covered with the tide, the travellers, were obliged to oescend 
to the bottom of the arm or golf. Here^ owing to some mistake 
about the depth of water, Buonaparte was obliged to be carried 
upon the shoulders of his guide, and both with difficulty escaped 
being drowned.* 

On the 31st of December, Buonaparte again quitted Suez; 
• and, while one part of his attendants took the rout to Adjarood, 
he coasted the Red sea to the northward, and, at the distance 
of about two leagues and a half from Suez, discovered some 
traces of the ancient canal. Ihese he followed during four 
hours, and until, indeed, the tmces disappeared in some lakes 
named Ammers, On his return to Suez, Buonaparte received 
advices wliich called for his active exertions in another quarter ; 
but, on arriving at his head-quarters at Cairo, he did not neglect 
to despatch to Sues his principal engineer, Lep^re, with dueo- 
tioDs, that he should take the geometrical level of the course 
of the supposed canal across the isUimus. Haying made this 
digression, we now hasten to relate what it was, that, while 
Buonaparte appeared so intent upon pursuing his geological 
researclies, thus gave a new impulse to nis active mind. 

About a month previous to his departure for Suez, Buonaparte 
had sent an officer of his staff to AchmeUDjezzar, for the pur* 
pose of engaging his viner to preserve the rdations of peace 
with him. The messenger was not permitted an audience, nor 
even to disembark from the vessel m which he bad arrived in 
the bay of Acre. The vessel, with Colonel Beauvoisins on board, 

• YictoiveietCoiii|iiteei»toiiiei3L,p.S46. 
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returned to Egypt, and Bnonaparte's lage knew no bonndt. 
He, however, mastered it so far as to send to Cjazzar, by two 
Arabs, the following letter: " I do not wish to go to war with 
you, if you are not my enemy; but it is time that you explain 
yourself. If you continue to afford refuse to Ibrahim-Bey, and 
allow him to remain on the frontiers of E^ypt, I shall consider 
that as an act of hostility, and march to Acre. If you are dis- 
posed to live in peace with me, you will remove Arahim-Bey 
40 leagoes from uie frontiers of Egypt, and let there be a free 
commerce between Damietta and Syria. In that case, I pronuse 
to respect your sovereignty, and to allow a firee commeroe, by 
land or sea, between Egypt and Syria/'* 

This letter met no better fate than the message sent by 
Colonel Beauvoisins. Buonaparte now commenced preparations 
fn falfilling his pfomiae to Djenar. ^ This he felt the more 
inclined to do^ conceirine it would gain him laToor with the 
grand signior, to whom the pacha of Acre, as was well known^ 
had long been a rebellious subject. Djezzar had anticipated 
Buonaparte, by throwing a body of troops into the castle of El- 
Arich, situated just within the frontiers of Egypt. The news 
of this quickened the movements of Buonaparte ; and early in 
January, an army consisting, in effective strength, of 12,995 
men, witii 27 6eld-piece5, and II hovntxefSyf matched firom the 
neighbourhood of Cairo to effect the conquest of Syria. The 
generals under Buonaparte in this army were Regnier, Kl^ber, 
Bon, Lannes, and Murat. The remainder of the army, which 
probably amounted to about 17,000 men, was scattered over the 
different provinces of Lower and Upper Egypt. On the 18th of 
February, the whole of the army destined to invade Syria, had 
assembled before El-Arich ; where we will leave it awmle, until 
we have given some account of the proceedings of the British 
squadron crubing off the E|yptian coast 

On the 2d of February Captain Troobridge, in the Culloden 
74, with the Theseus of the same force, Captain Ralph Willett 
Miller, bomb-vessels Bull-dog and Perseus, Captams Adam 
Drummond and James Oswald, and AHiance frigate armed ea 
flute, Captain David Wilmot, arrived off Alexandria, to relieve 
Captains Hood of the Zealous, and Hallowell of the Swiftsare 
748, from their long and nnproductiTe cruise on that station* 
On the following day, the 3d, at 3 p. m., the Bull-dog and Per- 
seus stood towards the town of Alexandria, throwing in their 
shells as they approached. At 6 p. m. they discontinued the bom- 
bardment ; but resumed it for three or four hours at a time, on 
the 4th, 5th, 7th, 8th, 13th, and 22d. On the last-named day 
there were two bombardments, one at 4 h. 30 m. a. m., and the 
other at 8 P.M. The latter had not continued long, befoie the 

• See Appendix, No. 19. 
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13-inch mortar on board the Perseus burst, whereby one mMI 
was killed and three wounded, and the mainmast sprung. 
This, besides sinking two French transports in the harbour, and 
brightening the Turkish ships of war out of it (consisting of 
«iie or two fiigBtes or eorvBttes), appears to hive been olTtlie 
iniichief which the seven bombardmeiiti had ooeaemcd. 

On the 3d of March the British 74-giiii ship Tigrc, Comnns* 
dare Sir William Sidney Smith, in company with the Marianne 
armed galliot, a French gun- vessel captured two days before, 
arrived off Alexandria, to supersede Captain Troub ridge in the 
command of the squadron on that station. Sir Sidney had 
been iuvested with the rank of minister plenipotentiary to the 
SnUime Porte, jointly with his brother, Bfr. John Spencer 
Snaith, and had since oeen at ConstantiDople and at the island 
of Rhodes, armnging a plan of active co-opsratioa on the pszt 
of the Turks against the French in Egypt. 

Having obtained the concurrence of Captain Troubridge, Sir 
Sidney inunediately despatched to Achmed-Djezzar at St.-Jean« 
d'Acre Lieutenant John \V estley Wright of the Tigre, attended 
by an interpreter, in order to arrange with that personage the 
fjiuk of fotnre operatioos. In the mean time another hombanl* 
tnent was made upon Alexandria, but with as little effect as any 
of the preceding ones. On the 7th Captain Troubridge,. with 
the Culioden and two bomb-vessels, sailed to join Lord Nelson; 
leaving Sir Sidney with the Tigre, Theseus, Alliance, and the 
two gun-vessels Torride and Marianne. On the same evening an 
express arrived from Djezzar with an account of the invasion of 
Syria by Buonaparte, and of his having, that very day, carried 
Jaffa by storm. 

On the 8th, in consequence of this intelligence, the rfimmir- 
dore despatched the Theseus to Acre, with Colonel Phelqisani^ 
of the engineers, a French royalist officer of distinction and a 
tried friend of Sir Sidney's. The Tigre, meanwhile, remained 
before Alexandria to observe the enemy's maritime movement; 
when, remarking that must of the vessels in the old or western 
port had removed to the eastern or new, Sir Sidney coiyectaisd 
ioBt an expedition by sea was on foot. Roeeiving a cofiraar 
tion of this from a neutral vessel which had sailed from Alex- 
andria on the night of the 9th, Sir Sidney, on the 10th, detached 
Mr. James Boxer, midshipman of the Tigre, in the prize galliot 
Marianne, with orders to examine minutely the coast to the 
eastward, and to rejoin the commodore in the road of Cai'ffa, a 
|>ort about eight miles soutli-west of St.-Jeau-d'Acre, and 
towards which the Tigre immediately madeasiL 

On the 16th, having been rejoined off Caiffitby the Mariamw^ 
the T^re anchored m the bay of Acre, in company with the 
Theseus, who had arrived two days before. On the 16th Sir 
Sidney landed and paid a visit to Djezzar; and, assisted by 
Colonel Phelipeaux, Captain Miller, and some other officers. 
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commenced puttincr the town of Acre, with its rotten and 
rained walls, in the best possible state for resisting the attack of 
an European army. Encouraged by the presence of a British 
oaTal force, particularly so by the leal and activity of Sir Sidney 
and hk fikadiy tbt ptcha and the nniaao lOCTned dfltanahMn 
to make a vigoioiiB defence. On toe 17ih Sir Sidney detadnd 
tbe TheeeoB to reconnoitre the coast to lSb» soatbward, while he 
himself, with the boats of the Tigre, proceeded to the anchorage 
of CaVffh near the promontory of Mount Carmel, in order to 
intercept the maritime portion of the French expedition, which 
the commodore was convinced would soon make its appearance. 
At 10 F. he diMSOfeied the French advanced guard, mounted 
on anee and dimnedaiiei, outiohing by the seaside. SirSkhiej 
immediately returned to the Tigre, and sent the lanadi, with s 
3d-pounder carronade and 16 men under the orders of Lieu- 
tenant John Bushbv, to the mouth of the river Kerdanneh, to 
guard and defend tlie ford; a service most ably and effectoaUy 
performed. 

On the Idth, at daybreak, the launch opened a tire on the 
Fnneh troops, so unexpected and Tigoious, as to obliffe them 
to vetiie precipitately to the skirls of llfomit Caimal. The nam 
hody finding the road between the sea and the mount thna 
exposed, came in by the Nazareth road, but not without beine 
much harassed by tlie Samaritan Arabs, who were more inimical 
to the French tlian even the Ef^yptians, and better armed. After 
being driven by the guns of the British ships, directed at the 
trenches, from making an attack along the coast to the north- 
ward, the Franch mveatad the town of Acre to the north-east, 
where the deteesa were much stronger. 

The non-employment of cannon against the British boats 
con?inced Sir Sidney, that the French expected their artiUeiy 
by sea ; and on the very next day, the 18th, at 5 a. m., a French 
flotilla, consisting of one corvette and nine sailing gun-vessels, 
hove in sight of the Tigre. After a three hours' chase, the fol- 
lowing seven guu-vessels, including one, the Torride, which had 
been taken fiNxn the Biitish that morning, were captured: 

Foudre.Ma«»M««««*M.M««« 8 piai^ nd 58 mta. 

N^grrase 6 „ fiB » 

Dangereuse .*...«......... 6 „ 33 ^ 

Vierge^e-Gvlces ......M 4 n 8S » 

Deox-Fr^ ............ 4 » SS » 

lisri^BMe ............... 4 „ 83 „ 

ToRide >M**......*«.....M 2 „ so „ 

These vessels were laden with battering cannon, ammunition, 
and every kind of siege-equipage, which they had brouo;ht from 
Damietta, under the escort of a corvette commanded by Captain 
Standelet ; the same officer who, at the battle of the Nile, so 
treacherously set fire to the Artcmise frigate after having struck 
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her colours, and who had now the i^ood fortune to effect his 
escape. Although intended for the attack, the French guns 
were presently landed for the defence of Acre j and the prizes 
themselves were manned, and sent to co-operate with the boats 
in harassing the enemy's posts, impeding his approaches, and 
cnttmg off his Bupplies of provisioiiB by the ooasten. 

For fi?e daye and nights in succession, the gun-reasels and 
iKMts were occupied in this laborious duty, to the annoyance of 
the French and the encouragement of the Turks, but, on one 
occasion in particular, nqt without a serious loss to the British. 
That occasion was an unsuccessful attempt on the 21st, to cut 
out of the port of Caifia four djerms, or sailing lighters, which 
had got in there on the I8th from Alexandria, with supplies for 
the Fkench army. The attack was made at 10 a.h. by the 
boats of the two 74s (the Theseus having rejoined the preceding 
day), covered by some of the gun-Tessels^ u one of which was 
Colonel Phelipeaux. 

In Sir Sidney's letter, the account of loss includes that in- 
curred in capturing the gun-boats on the 18th, but which, we 
believe, was comparatively trifling. The total stands thus: 
four nuddupnien (Arthur Lambert, John Ooodman, John Gell^ 
and John Uarra), and eight seamen killed, one midshipman 
(John Waters) and 26 seamen woonded ; eight of whom, along 
with 12 others, had been taken prisoners. The officers, other 
than those just mentioned, that are named by Sir Sidney as 
having distinguished themselves in this, as it appears to us, 
scarcely adequate service even had it been successful, are Lieu- 
tenants John Bushby, Samuel Hood Inglefield, William Knight, 
and James Stokes, and Lieutenant of marines Charles Bar- 
ton. 

Owing to a violent gale of wind and the unsheltered state of 
the anchorage, the Tigre and Theseus were compelled to weigh 
and stand off, until the weather moderated, which was not until 
the 6th of April. In the mean time the French had pushed 
their approaches to the counterscarp, and even into the ditch of 
the north-east angle of the town ; and were employed in mininff 
the tower, so as to increase the hieach which, by their field- 
pieces, they had already made in it. Although the fire from the 
prise-guns, which had been admirably mounted under the direc^ 
tion 01 Colonel Phelipeaux and Captain Wilmot of the Alliance, 
appeared to slacken that of the French, yet much danger was to 
be apprehended from the mine. A sortie was therefore deter- 
mined upon, in which a detachment of seamen and marines 
from the three British ships were to force their way into the mine> 
while ^e Turkish troops attacked the enemy's trenches on the 
right and left. 

Just before daybreak on the 7th the sally took place. The 
impetuosity and noise of the Turks rendered abortive the at- 
tempt to surprise the besiegers^ but, in other respects, the Turks 
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performed their part well. Lieuteiuuit John Westley Wright, 

of the Tio;re, who commaDded the seamen pioaeeis, notwith- 
standing ne had received two balls in his right arm as he ad- 
vanced, entered the mine with the pike-men, and proceeded to 
the bottom of it ; where he verified its direction, and, by pulling 
down the supporters, destroyed all that could be destroyed in its 
pieaent state. Major John Douglas, of the mtrmee, ably sup- 
ported the seamen in this desperate service, brinsins off the 
wounded, and among them Lieutenant Wrigh^ who nad scarcely 
strength left to get out of the enemy's trench. 

The loss sustained by the Britisli was, one major of marines 
(Thomas Oldfield) and two private marines killed, one lieutenant 
(John Westley VV^nj^ht), one lieutenant of marines (George 
Beatty), two midshipmea (Richard Janveria and James Mor- 
lison Bigges Forbes), one sergeant and six privates of marines, 
and 12 seamen wounded. The return of the detachment to the 
garrison was well covered by the fire of the Theseus, who had 
taken an excellent position for that purpose. The Turks, as 
proofs of their prowess, brought in 60 Frenchmen's heads, a 
great number of muskets, and some intrenching tools, of which . 
last the besieged were greatly in want. 

When Buonaparte set out on his march to Syria, he sent 
orders to Alexandria for Rear-admiral Perr£e to put to sea with 
the French frigates Junon, Aloeste, and Courageuse, and brig- 
oorvettes Salamine and Alerte, having on board a quantity of 
battering cannon and other heavy munitions of war for the 
Syrian army. These were in addition to those directed to sail 
from Damietta. The blockade of Alexandria by Captain Trou- 
bridge prevented M. Perree''s departure; but, about a month 
after Sir Sidney Smith, Captain Troubridge's successor, had 
sailed for the bay of Acre, the French rear-admiral quitted 
Alexandria, and reached Jaffii with bis valuable caigo: in adiJi- 
tion to which, by Buonaparte*s desire, he limded four of the 
Junon's IS-pouuders. 

In the mean while the garrison of Acre continued to make 
occasional sorties, under the protection of field-pieces in tlie 
boats of the ships, until the evening of the 1st of May, wiien 
the French, after many hours' heavy cannonade from 23 pieces 
of artillery, including nine battering 24 and 18 pounders brought 
to Jafla by Rear-admiral Perr^^s squadron, and which, on the 
27th of April* had arrived thence overland, made a fourth des- 
perate attempt to mount the breach, now much widened. The 
Tigre by this time had moored herself on the one, and the The- 
seus on the other side of the town, so as to flank the walls of it ; 
and the gun-vessels, launches, and other rowing boats, had sta- 
tioned themselves in the best manner for flanking the enemy's 
trenches. 

Opposed to so destructive a cross-fire, the French troops,, 
in spite of their bravery, were repulsed with a heavy loss. Nor 

TOI- !!• T 
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did the British escape with impunity, having had one captaitt 
(Wilmot, killed by a rifle-shot, as he was mounting a howitzer 
on the breach), one midshipman (Edward Morris), and four 
seamen killed, and one lieutenant (William Knight), one boat- 
swain's mate, six seamen, and one marine wounded. In additioa 
to their loss in the action, the Brttish had to re^t the death of 
Colonel Phefipeavxy an offieer of great zeal and ability, in coih 
teqnence of a fever brought on by want of leet and exposoie t» 
the sun. 

The Turks, to their credit, brought the gnbions, fascines, and 
all such materials as the garrison could not supply, from the 
face of the enemy's works, setting fire to what they could not 
carry awuy. The French, on the other hand, usually repaired 
in tiie ni^ht all the mischief that the combined Ibrees had done 
to them m the day; and, in spite of the anrenntting fire kept up 
by Lieutenant William Knight of the Tigre, firom the ramparts, 
remained within half pistol-shot of the walls. 

As well as we can gather from the published accounts, the 
gun-boats in the attack just detailed, were commanded by, 
among others, Lieutenant Stokes, and midshipmen George 
Nicholas Uardinge, James Boxer, and Samuel Simms - and the 
smdl boats by Lieutenant Thomas Charles Brodie, and 
Messieufs Thomas Atkinson and Edmnnd Ives, the masters of 
the Theseus and Ti^. 

The French continued to batter in breach with prc^ressive 
effect; and, up to the night of the 6th of May, had been repulsed, 
with great slaui^hter, in seven or ei<;ht attempts to storm. A 
similar succession of failures had attended their attacks on the 
two ravelins which the persevering Sir Sidney had caused to be 
erected, in order to flank the nearest approaclies of the besiegers, 
firom which the ravelins were only ten yards distant The oest 
mode of defence was found to be ueqnent sorties, which impeded 
the French in their covering works, and were only suspended 
during the short intervals caused by the excessive fatiiiue of 
every individual on both sides. At length, on the 7th of May, 
the 61st of the siege, tlie long-expected reinforcement from 
Rhodes, consisting of some Turkish corvettes, and between 20 
and 30 transports with troops, and which at first had been mis- 
taken in the French camp tor a reinforcement to them, made ita 
appearance in the offing. 

The approach of this additional strength was the signal to 
Buonaparte for a most vigorous assault, in the hope to get pos- 
session of the town before the troops could disembark. Accord- 
ingly, the fire from the French suddenly increased tenfold ; and 
the flanking fire from the British afloat was plied to the utmost, 
but widi less than the usual effect, the besiegers having throwa 
up epaulmeots and traverses of a sufiicient toickuess to protect 
them from it. The guns that could be worked to the greatest 
advantage were a imdi bms 18-pounder in the Lighthouaa 
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<m Uo » iiiider the dindkn of Mr. dmstopher Scioeder, matter's 
wMt, and the last oKMnted 24-pounder in the north rateliiv 

manned from the Tigre, under the direction of Mr. Jones, mid* 
abipman. These guns, being within grape-distance of the head 
of the attacking column, added to the Turkisli musketry, did 
^reat execution. The Tigre''s two 68-pounder carronades, mounted 
tn two djerms lying in the mole, and worked under the able 
diieetikm of Mr. James Brey, oarpenter of the Tigre, threw eheUe 
into the oeotie of that cdumn with endent efiMt, and checked 
it considerahly. 

Still, however, the besiegers gained ground, and made a lodg- 
ment in the second story of the north-east tower, the upper part 
being entirely battered down, and the ruins in the ditch forming 
the ascent by which they mounted. Daylight on tlie 8th dis- 
«OTered to the heaieged the Fieneh atandara, hoisted on the 
•outer angle of the tower. The fire from the former had com- 
panitively slackened, and even, the flanking fire was become of 
lesB effectt the French having covered themaelfee in this lodg- 
ment, and the approach to it by two traverses across the ditch. 
These the French had constructed under the fire of the whole 
receding night: they were composed of sand-bags, and the 
odies of the dead built in with them, and were so liigh that 
their hayonets only were wble. 

HaflBan-Bey'a troops were in the boata» althoneh aa yet only 
ba]f way to tne shore. This was a most eritioar point of the 
contest ; and an eflbrt was necessary to preserve the place for 
a short time until the newly arrived troops could take their 
stations at the walls. Accordingly, Sir Sidney himself landed 
with the ships' boats at the mole, and led the crews, armed with 
pikes, to the breach. Many fugitives accompanied the British; 
and the latter found the breech defended by a few TntfcSi whois 
most destructiTe missileB were heavy atoaes, whieby striking^ the 
assailants on the head, overtlirew the foremost down the slope, 
and impeded the progress of the rest. Fresh parties of French, 
however, ascended to the assault, the heap of ruins between the 
two parties serving as a breastwork for both : here the muzzles 
of their muskets touched, and the spear-heads of their standards 
locked. 

Djezzar-Pneha, according to the ancient Tnikiah custom, had 
been Bitting; in lus palace, rewarding soch as brought him the 
heads of his enemies, and distributing muaket^Artridges with 
his own hands. Hearing that Sir Sidney and his brave ship- 
mates were on the breach, the old man hastily quitted his station, 
and, coming belnnd the British, pulled them down with violence, 
saying, that if any harm happened to his English friends, all 
would be lost. This amicable contest as to who should defend 
Ihe breach, occasioned a rush of Turks to the spot; and thus 
time was gained for the anivalof the fint body of Hasaan-Bey'a 
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Sir Sidney's next difficulty was to overcome the pacha's 
repugnance to the admission of any troops but his Albanians 
into ue gardens of the teraglio ; which were now become a veiy 
important post, as occupving the terre-plein of the rampart Of 
those Albanians, originally 1000, not abo?e 200 were left alive. 
This was no time for debate, and Sir Sidney overruled the pacha's 
objections by introducing the Chifflic regiment, of 1000 men, 
armed with bayonets, disciplined after the European method 
under Sultan Selim's own eye, and jplaced by the commands of 
the latter at the disposal of the Bntish commodore. The gar- 
1I80O, animated by tne appearance of such a reinforcement, were 
now all on foot, and soon formed in sufficient nnmbers to defimd 
the breach. This being the case. Sir Sidney proposed to the 
pacha, to let the Chifflic regiment make a sally, and take the 
assailants in flank. The gates were accordingly opened, and the 
Turks rushed out; but, not being eoual to such a movement, 
they were driven back with loss. The Tigre's 68-pounders, 
however, protected the town-gate, as hitherto^ most efficaciously. 

The sortie produced this good effisct; it oblieml Uie besieeers 
to expose themselves above their parapets, so uiat the flanJcmg 
fire of the British brought down numbers of thc«n, and drew 
their force from the breach : the small number remaining on the 
lodgment were then killed or dispersed by some hand-grenades 
thrown by Mr. R. H. Savage, a midshipman of the Theseus. 
After this, the French began a new breach, by an incessant fire 
directed to the southward of the lodgment; every shot knocking 
down whole sheets of a wall, much less solid than that of the 
tower on which they had expended so much time mid am- 
munition. 

The group of French generals and aides-de-camp, which 
the shells from the two G8-poiinc]ers had so frequently dis- 
persed, were now assembled on Richard Cceur de Lion's mount. 
jBuonaparte was distinguishable in the centre of a semicircle. 
His gesticulaticns indioiited a renewal of the attack, and his 
desjatohing an aide-de-camp to the camp showed that he 
waited only for a reinforcement Sir Sidney immediately 
directed Hassan-Bey's ships to take their stations in the shoal 
water to the southward, and made the Tigre's signal to get 
under way, and join the Theseus to the northward. 

A little before sunset a massive column appeared advancing to 
the breach, with a solemn step. The pacha's idea was, not to 
ddSsnd the breach this time, out rather to let a certain number 
of the besiegers enter, and then close with them according to the 
Turkish mode of war. The column thus mounted the breach 
^unmolested, and descended from the rampart into the pacha's 
garden. Here, in a few minutes, the bravest and most ad- 
vanced of the Frenchmen lay headless corpses ; the sabre, with 
the addition of a dagger in the other hand, proving more than a 
match for the bayonet. The rest of the besiegers retreated pre- 
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cipitately ; and the French commanding oflScer, General Lannes, 
niriio was seen manfully encouraging his men to mount the breach, 
was earned off, wounded by a musket-ahot. General Rambeand 
was killed* 

^luch confusion had arisen in the town from the actual entry 
of the French ; it having been impossible, nay impolitic, to make 
'folly known the mode of defence intended to be adopted, lest 
the besiegers, by means of their numerous emissaries, should 
come to a knowledge of it. The English uniform, which had 
hitherto, wherever it appeared, serxcd as a rallying-point for the 
old garrison, berame, m the dusk, mistaken for Prench, the 
newly-nrri^ed Turks not distinguishing, in the crowd, between 
one hat and another. In consequence of this, many a severe 
sabre-blow was parried by the British officers; and Major 
Douglas, and Messieurs Ives and Jones, as they were forcmg 
their way through a torrent of fugitives, nearly lost their lives. 
Calm was at length restored, chieHy by the pacha's exertions ; 
and, both parties being so fatigued as to be unable to move, an 
end was put to the 25 hours' contest In this very splendid 
a£bir the British had one seaman killed, seven seamen wounded, 
and one midshipman (Thomas Lamb) and three seamen drowned. 

Conceiving now that the ideas of the Syrians, as to the alleged 
irresistible prowess of their invaders, must be changed since 
they had witnessed the checks which the besieging army daily 
experienced in their operations before the town of Acre, Sir Sid- 
n^ wrote a circular to the princes and chie6 of the Christians 
of Mount Lebanon, and also to the sheiks of the Druses, re- 
calling them to a sense of duty, and exhorting them to cut off 
the supplies from the French camp. The Syrians immediately 
sent two ambassadors to Sir Sidney, and commwoed active 
operations against Buonaparte's overland supplies. The latter's 
career further northward was thus effectually stopped by a war- 
like people inhabiting an impenetrable country. General Kle- 
ber's division, which had just been recalled from the fixds <tf 
the Jordan, was intended to be the next to take its turn in the 
daily efforts to mount the breach at Acre. To frustrate this, if 
possible, another sortie was resolved on. 

Accordingly, in the night of the 19th, the Turkish Chifflic 
regiment, led by its lieutenant-colonel, Soliman Aga, rushed 
out of the gates, and gained the third parallel of the besiegers; 
but the impetuosity of the men carried them to the second 
trench, where they lost some of their standards : previously to 
their retreat, however, they spiked four of the French guns. 
Kl^ber's division instead of mounting the breach, as had beea 
General Buonaparte's intention, was thus obliged to spend its 
time and its strength in recovering these works ; in which it did 
not succeed until after a three hours' conflict and a heavy loss. 

The loss of the British in the action is, in Sir Sidney's letter, 
mixed up with the heavy loss sustained on board the Theseus by 
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ikm biiTBting of some shells that had been pkoed on the dock ftr 

immediate use. The accident alluded to was a very serious one. 
On the 14th of May, at 9h. 30 ra. a.m., just as the Theseus, 
liavino on the preceding day been detached oft" Caesarea for the 
purpose, had discovered, and was beginning to chase, the squa- 
dron of M. Perr^, twenty 36-pounder^ and fifty 18-pounder 
•hdliy which had been got up and prepared for BemoOy in an 
instantt no one could teU how, caught fire and exploded. Tbe 
ship was presently in fiames, in the main rigging and mizen top^ 
in the cockpit, in the tiers, in several places about the mam 
deck, and in various other parts. Captain MiDer had just run 
aft from the forecastle, to ascertain the cause of the unusual 
bustle, when a splinter struck him in the breast, and he fell 
dead on the deck. The same was the melancholy fate of thn 
ship's Bchoolmasler (Thomas Segboume), two audshipmen 
(James Morrison Bi^g^es Forbes and Charles Jemes WebbV 
23 seamen, one boy, and three primie Buutines, who weiw 
Icilled, and six seamen and three private marines, who were 
drowned, by jumpins; overboard; total 40 killed and drowned. 
The number wounded (the greater part of them shockingly 
burnt) amounted to 47, including two lieutenants (James Sum- 
Mrs end — Beetly), the master (Thomas Atkinson), surgeon 
(Robert TVunsh), chaplain (FrederidL Morris), one midsfai^ntB 
(Charles Dobson), end the carpenter (mortally); meking a total 
of 87 killed and wounded by the explosion. 

The whole of the poop and afterpart of the quarterdeck were 
entirely blown to pieces, and all the booms destroyed. Eight of 
the maindeck beams were also broken ; and, in their fall, they 
jammed the tiller. All the wardroom bulkheads and wiodowa 
were bh>wn to pieces, and the ship was left a perfect wreck ; 
nothing, indeeoy but the greetest exertions on the part of lieu- 
tenants Tliomas England and James Snmmenif Mr. Atkinson,, 
the master, and the sunriving officers and ciew^ snbdned the fiiw 
and saved the Theseus. 

The accident is thus accounted for. The carpenter of the ship 
and one of the midshipmen who perished, were endeavouring to 

fet the fusees out of the shells ; the one by an augur, the other 
y a mallet and spike-nail. It may readily be conceived, that 
the latter mode was that by which the shells became ignited : 
beyond this conjecture nothing is known respecting the origin of 
the lamentable accident. Nor were its sad effects on board the 
only misfortune. The chase of the French frigates was obliged 
to be discontinued ; and, as the Tigre could not move without 
risking the safety of Acre, and Sir Sidney had no eflective frigates 
to detach, Commodore Perree escaped. The same cause, the 
want of frigates, enabled the Frendi to receite at Jafie from 
Alexandria some very important supplies, especially ammnlion; 
of which the Britiah ships had sonraely enough left to continue 
Ae cannonedcb 
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The loss occasioned by the fire of the enemy appears to have 
amounted to only one seaman killed, and one seig^nt and ona 
prifate of marines wounded ; all belonging to the Tigre. Thia 
makes the loss sustained by the three uaps in the different 
attacks, as follows: Tigre, 17 killed, 48 wounded, four drowned, 
and 77 prisoners; Theseus, four killed, 15 wounded, and five 
prisoner ; and Alliance, one killed and three wounded ; total 
22 killed, 66 wounded, four drowned, and 82 prisoners. 

After their last failure, the French grenadiers refused to mount 
tiie breach any mote ofer< the pntnd bodies of their nnbaried 
companions, sacrificed in former attacks by their general's ioH 
patience and pfecipilation» which led him to commit such pal- 
pable errors as even seamen could turn to advantage. Two 
attempts to assassinate Sir Sidney in the town having failed, a 
flag of truce was sent in by the hands of an Arab dervise, with a 
letter to the pacha, proposing a cessation of arms, fur the purpose 
of burying the dead bodies; the stench of which had become in- 
tolerable^ and threatened the eziatence of erery person on both 
aides. Many, indeed, in the garrison had died delirious, within 
a few hours after having been seized with the firrt iq^D^ptoms of 
infection. It was therefore natural that the besieged should 
listen to the proposal, and be off their guard during the con- 
ference. While the answer was under consideration, a volley of 
ahot and shells (the latter taken out of some captured Turkish 
fMeda) aanonaoed an aMaail; whidiy howefer, the garriioo 
ivaa rsady to reeeife^ and the ateailants only oontribnted to 
increase the number of dead bodies. Sir Sidney rescued the 
Arab from the indignation of the Turks, by conveying him on 
board the Tigre ; whence he was sent back to the French 
general, with a message, that must have made the army «!fthfimiMl 
of having exposed itself to so well-merited a reproof. 

All hopes of success having vanished, the French army, in 
the night between the 20th and 21st, raised the siege, and made 
a precipitate latraat, leaving 2^ pieeea of battering cannon 
(except the carriases, which had been bamt) in the hands of the 
besieged. According to Berthier's account, the array rsached 
Cantoura on the afternoon of the 21st, the ruins of Ceesarea on 
the 22d, and Jaffa on the 24th. Here it rested three days. It 
then moved forward, and reached Gaza on the 30th. On the 1st 
of June it entered the desert, and stopped on the 2d at £l-Arich, 
irhere Buonaparte left a garrison. The mam bodv then ooatinnad 
its march, arrivin^^ on the 4th at Gathich, and on the 14th at 
Gsiro. Berthier omits to notice how the Freneh had bets 
harassed in their retreat by the Syrians : he, however, sums up 
the loss of the French array, during the last four raonths, at 700 
men who had died by disease, 500 killed in the different actions, 
and about 1800 wounded. But, where the lives of men were so 
little valued, the probability is, that the returns were very de- 
ficient ; and, tberobie, timt the Umb which the Fkench aastamed. 
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Id their expedition into Syrift, web mndi greater than they were 
willing, or even able, to make known. 

After affording to the Turks such further assistance as was in 
his power, Sir Sidney, on the J 2th of June, set sail from the bay 
of Acre ; and proceeded, first to Beruta road on the same coast, 
and afterwards to Lamica road, Cyprus, in order to refit his 
little squadron. He then departed for Constantinople, to con- 
cert with the Porte meaanrea for entirely extirpating the French 
fnm Egypt. 

On the 3d of Joly Rear-admiral •Ganteaome, who had been 
attending Buonaparte at his head-quarters at Cairo, arrived at 
Alexandria, after a narrow escape from the Arabs in his way 
down the Nile. In obedience to the orders he had received, the 
rear-admiral immediately be<^an preparing for sea the Muiron 
and Carriire. By these, the two fastest sailing and best-coQ<« 
ditioned of the ex-Venetian frigates in the port, Buonaparte in- 
tended, when the opportunity offered, to attempt to get back to 
France ; in compliance* it would appear, with the wish of the 
directory in the present critical state of France, as expressed in 
a letter from them, dated on the 26th of May, and received by 
BiK.na parte soon after his return to Cairo from the Syrian ex- 
pedition. On the 11th, the signal-post at Alexandria unex- 
pectedly announced the appearance of 76 vessels, of which 
nomber 12 were made out to be TSiikish men of war. In the 
course of the day 15 other vessels hove in sight, and followed 
the first to the bay of Al)oukir ; where these two divisions, with 
a third not seen from Alexandria, came to an anchor; forming a 
total of 1 Ki vessels, including thirteen 74s, nine frigates, and 17 
gu'a-boats : the remainder were transports with troops. This 
nuaierous fleet was under the command of ?lassan-Bey; and 
the troops, whose reputed number was 18,000, under thftt of 
Seid-Mustapha-Pacha. 

General IVIarmont, the governor of Alexandria, as soon as he 
had despatched a messengertothe commander-in-chief, marched 
with 1*200 men and five pieces of cannon towards Aboukir, to 
oppose the Turks on their landing. But, meeting an express 
from Captain Godard, who with 300 men commanded at 
Aboukir, announcing that the Turks had already disembarked, 
and were now investmg the fort, the general retained to Alexan* 
dria, to await further reinforcements. For this. General Mar- 
mont was afterwards much blamed by Buonaparte. ** Avec vos 
doQze cents hommes," says the latter in his usual confident 
manner, " je serais alle jusqu'a Constantinople."* 

The fort or castle of Aboukir was situated at the extremity of 
a narrow neck of land upon a rock of difficult access, and was 
protected on the land side by a redoubt thrown up at the en- 
trance of the peninsula. Into tiiis redoubt Captain Godard 

* Vktoiies et ConqaHo, tomexi., p. 8S. 



* Digitized by Google 



1799. 



BATTLE OF ABOUKIB. 



297 



retired with 265 men, leaving shut up in the fort the remaining 
36> in oommand of an artiUery-officer named Vinadie* On the 
16th, at daybieak, the Titrk% anisted by their gun-boata, com- 
menced a furious attack upon the redoubt ; which, at night, 
they carried by assault, after having killed Captain Godard and 
the greater part of his men : the remainder of the little garrison 
was put to the sword. The Turks now bestowed their undivided 
attention upon the castle ; which, after a two days' siege, sur- 
rendered by capitulation. Notwithstanding this, the Turks, it 
appean, would have massacred their 36 prisoDei^ but for the 
interierence of Cftptain Sir Sidney Smith, who, with the Tigve 
and Theseuiy bad just returned to the coaf^t. 

Having removed the only obstacle to the disembarkation of 
their troops and artiiler\', the Turks landed the whole ; but, 
instead of marchinrr on Alexandria, where Gc ik ral Marmont was 
staying with only 1800 troops of the line (including a reinforce- 
ment of 600 just received), and 200 sailors of the uautic legion, 
the mussttlmans began intrenching themselYes on the peninsuhu 
On the nio;ht of the 23d Buonaparte arrived at Alexandria, and 
on the 25th, having assembled nis army, resolved to attack the 
Turks in their intrenchments: he did so, and, after a dreadful 
carna<;e, possessed himself of all the redoubts, as well as of 
Aboukir village. In the latter was made prisoner the Turkish 
commander-in-chief, Seid-Mustapha-Pachu. 

The achievement of this victory coat the French 200 'officers 
and men killed, and 750 wounded : amoncf the latter were 
Generals Murat (slightly) and Fugieres; and among the former, 
Crenersls Cretin, Leturcq, and Duvivier. The Turkish prisoners, 
including the wounded, amounted to 2000. If, therefore, as 
alleged in the French accounts, the Turks had 12,000 men out- 
side the Castle of Aboukir, 10,000 men must have been killed 
and drowned. " La dcroute," says a French writer, " est com- 
plete ; I'ennemi dans le plus |rand dterdre, est frappe de ter^ 
nnr, trouve par-tout les baionnettes et la mort. Dix millo 
homines se precipitant dans la mer ; ils y sont fusil^ et mitraill^. 
Cette glorieuse (!) joumee, &c."* 

On the same day, the 25th, on which this battle was won, 
General Lannes, at the head of a division of troops, summoned 
the 5000 Turks shut up in the castle of Aboukir to surrender. 
The latter refused ; and on the morning oi the 27th the French 
opened their batteries upon the fort The Turks had retired 
thither with such predpitation, that they were without either 
ammunition or provisions, but not, it appears, without their 
women and horses.f Famine at length effected what the batter- 
ing cannon of the besiegers could not, and on the 2d of August 
the " band of horrid spectres" rushed out of the castle and sur- 
rendered. Their suffisrings had been so great, that very few, 

• (Tictionnaire Historique, tomo i.. p. 10. 
f Victoires et Conquetes, tome xi., p. Hi, 
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On the 5th of August Buonaparte quitted Aleiandria for 

Cairo, to make final preparations tor leaving the army. On the 
18th, after a stay of 11 Says, Buonaparte quitted the capital of 
Egypt, with Generals Berthier, Lannes, Murat, Marmont, and 
Andreossi, also the literary men (les savans) Monge, BerthoUety. 
and Vivant-Denon, and on the 21st amved at Alexandria. 

With his Qsaal utter disregard of truth where aa object was t» 
he attained, Buonaparte addressed to the dhrao d'xfjpt the 
following letter : " Being informed that my squadron is ready^ 
and that a formidable army is embarked ; being convinced, as I 
llave often said, that, until I can strike a blow which shall crush 
at once all my enemies, I shall not enjoy in tranquillity and peace 
the possession of E^pt, the finest country in the world, I have 
lesoiTed to put myseii at the head of my ships, leaving the com- 
inand, in my absence, with General kl6ber, a man of di»» 
tineuished merit, and whom I have directed to treat the alemas 
ttra schcicks widi the same fncndahip which they have expe- 
rienced from me. Do all in your power to induce the people of 
Kgypt to repose on him the same confidence that they have had 
in me ; and, upon my return, which will be in two or three 
months, 1 shall be pleased with the people of Egypt, and have 
nothine but praises and recompenses to be^ow upon the 
■eheicks."* 

On the same day, Buonaparte writes confidentially to Genoil 
Kleber : he expects to be in Franoe in the beginning of October, 
and hopes that will be in time to save Italy ; adding, with good 
reason, " L'arrivee dc notre escadrc u Toulon, venant de Brest, 
et de I'escadre espagnole a Caithagcne, ne laisse aucune e5p^ce 
de doute sur la possibilite de faire passer en Egypte les fusils, 
eabres, et fere conl^ dent voos aorss besom, et dont j'ai I'^tat le 
plus exaet, avec nne quantity de leerues suffisante pour r^parer 
la perte des denz campagnes." Kleber is then told that, 
should no news or reinforcement reach him by the month of 
Way, and his army lose, by sickness and slcirmishes with 
the natives, more than 1500 men, he is to endeavour to 
conclude a treaty of peace with the Porte, of which treaty 
the principal article is to relate to the evacuation. If pos- 
sible, however, the execution of the order to evacuate is to be 
deferred until a ^eral peace takes place. Should the Pofle 
be inclined to listen to the terms which he, Buonaparte, has 
already offered, General Kleber is to continue the negotiation, 
requirmg the Porte to withdraw from the coahtion, to grant the 
French a free commerce in the Black Sea, to set at liberty all 
French prisoners, and to allow a six months' suspension of hos- 
tilities, in order that, in the interval, the ratifications may be 
exchanged. Then foUows this paragraph : " Supposant que les 
* For die original, see Appendix, No* 90. 
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MetUtt rex^vtioii ^'il ne spit ntifiC ielon Tusage de looter 
lee nations. L*intervalle entu^ la flignalare d'un traite et la rati- 
fication doit toujouns ^tre uhe suspension d'hostilites." The 
fortifications of El-Arich and Alexandria are to be strengthened ; 
and General Kleber is assured that there will arrive, in the 
course of the winter, at Alexandna, Burlos, or Damietta, some 
French ships of war ; by which the General is to send to France 
m body of 600 mamelnkesy in order that the latter mvy see "la 
giandenr de la natUniy" and on their return to Eorypt, in a yetr 
«r two afterwards, gi?e a favooiable aeeoontof the French man- 
ners and language. In case mamelukes cannot be obtained^ 
Arab hostages, or even El-Beled scheicks, will suffice.* 

On or about the 9th of August Commodore Sir Sidney Smith, 
with the Tigre, Theseus, and the two or three Turkish men of 
war that remained on the Egyptian coast, made sail from before 
liie western liailK>ur of BCarabony and on the 16th anchored in 
Bafia road, island of Cypros. No time was now to be lost. 
Buonaparte had appointed to meet General Ki^ber on the 24th^ 
at the town of Rosetta; but, dreading; the reappearance of Sir 
Sidney Smith's two ships, he embarked, at 10 p. m. on the 22d, 
on board the Muiron, bearinix the flag of Rear-admiral Gan- 



Britidk frigate was signalled off thie port ; which we doubt ; 
H migbt, however, haye been a Torkish corvette. 

On the 23d the two fri^tes made sail ont of the faaiboiir» 
On board the Muiron, besides General Buonaparte, were Gene- 
rals Berthier and Andrcossi ; Messieurs Monoe, BerthoUet, and 
Vivant-Denon ; Buonaparte's aide-de-camp M. Lavalette, and 
his secretary M. Bourrienne. On board the Carrere, commanded 
bv Commodore Dumanoir-le-Pelley, were Generals Lannes, 
Mniaty and Maimont, and the distingmshed liteiaiy oharaeter, 
M. Pareml-Grandmaison. Three snrall vessels, the Revanche, 
Independanty and Foudre accompanied the two frigates. The 
Foudre, however, not sailing so well as had been expected, was 
ordered back to Alexandria. 

Thus importantly freighted, the two French frigates, in com- 
pany with their two remaining tenders, the better to avoid the 
British cruisers, kept close along the African shore. A constant 
wind from the north-west occMHMied the little squadron to be 
20 days traversing 100 lesgves. At length the wind changed 
in their favour ; and passing Cape Bona unseen, the Muiron uid 
Carrere, made the island of Corsica. On the 1st of October the 
frigates cast anchor in the port of Ajaccio. Here Buonaparte 
hntd of the capture of Mantua, the battle of ^ovi, the invasion 
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of Holland by an AngloRnasian, and tbe entife conquest of 
Italy by an Anstro-RuBaian anny. 

Contrary winds detained the frigates in port Buonaparte 
took advantage of tbe delay in getting ready a felucca with a 
set of excellent rowers ; and which, on the evening of the 7th, 
when the frigates were enabled to proceed on their voyage, was 
taken in tow by the Muiron. Buonaparte had done this, ia order 
that, should an engagement suddenly ensue between the frigates 
and any enemy's sbips, he might be enabled to readi Hae Frendi 
coast On the Sth^ at sunset, the coast of France was signalled ; 
but the joy this was calculated to inspire received a cneck in 
the signal which immediately followed, announcing that eight or 
ten large ships were in sight in the offing. Amidst the j^eneral 
consternation produced by this incident, Buonaparte alone, it 
appears, preserved his presence of mind. The danger appeared 
so imminent, that Rear-admiral Ganteaume was for tacking and 
returning to Corsica. Non, non," replied Buonaparte, " cette 
manceuvre nous conduirait en Angleterre, et je veux arriver en 
France."* The two frigates immediately cleared for action and 
laid their heads to the north-north-west. The strangers what- 
ever they were, disappeared ; and at midnight land was seen 
close ahead. The frigates now lay to ; and, at daylight on the 
9th, Cape Taillut was in sight On the same day Buonaparte 
and his suite disembarked at Frejus. Leaving Buonaparte to 
make the most of his good fortune in having accomplished so 
perilous a voyage, we uiall hasten back to Sie spot where he 
had left his army. 

We formerly mentioned the visit of Buonaparte to Suez. On 
his return to Cairo, he left a small detachnient of troops in pos- 
session of ilie town and environs of Suez ; and Kosseir, and a 
few other places along the coast of Upper Egypt, were similarly 

garrisoned. Much MX>ttt the time that Buonaparte arrived at 
uez, the British 50-^n ship Centurion, Captain John Sprat 
Rainier, and 18-gunbng-sloop Albatross, Captain Charles Adam, 
anchored in the road of Mocha, a seaport of Arabia, near the 
Straits of Babehnandcl. 

Early in the month of April Captain Rainier, with the Centu- 
rion and Albatross, made sail from Mocha, and on the 27th 
arrived in sight of the town of Suez. Here the boats of the 
British 50 and brig-sloop, covered by tbe latter, chased two 
French ^un-boats mto tbe harbour, but were unable to get at 
them owing to the shallowness and intricacy of the navigation. 
On the next day, the 29th, after the Albatross had sounded and 
discovered a safe anchorage, the two vessels brought up. We 
believe these were the first ships of war which had ever before 
been seen from the town of Suez, and their appearance created 
so much alaim to the French, that they began throwing up 

* Yictoires et Conquctes, tome xi., p. 224. 
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Imaatwoik't on a lull that commanded the town and Barbour. 
Asy hovief er, the troops, the principal part of whom were Mal- 
tese, pressed into the service, were constantly swimming off to tha 
British ships, the probability is that a very small British military 
force would have relieved the inhabitants of Suez from their 
oppressors. After staying in the neio;hbourhood of Suez until 
the latter end of June, Captain Rainier sailed back to Mocha; 
at which anchorage hefbund Rear-admiral John Blankett^ in the 
£0-gaD ship Leopard, Captain Thomas Snrridge, with two or 
three frigates and smaller vessels. 

On the 14th of August, *at daybreak, the 12-pounder 32-gim 
frigates Daedalus, Captain Henry Lidgbird Ball, and Fox, Cap- 
tain Henry Stuart, part of the squadron above mentioned, while 
standing into Kossei'r bay, boarded one of seven or eight dows 
or trading vessels, from Uie town of Kosseir bound to Yambo, 
From this Tessel information was obtained, that 100 Frenchmefi 
were stationed at Kosseir. Captain Ball being determined to 
attack the place, the two frigates at 9 A. m., made all sail, and at 
10 A.M. discovered the town, with republican colours flying at 
the small 5-giin fort that defends the road. At 2 h. 30 ra. p.m. 
the two frigates anchored about a quarter of a mile from the 
fort, and began a cannonade. At 3 h. 30 m. p. m., the Daedalus 
ceased firing and hoisted a flag of truce ; but, no notice being 
taken of it, the two frigates resumed thdr fire. At 6 p. m. Captain 
Ball sent in the boats, which cut out a dow from under the fort 

Throiq;bout the night the two fngates each fired a gun occa- 
sionally ; and on the 15th, at 5 a. m., recommenced a heavy fire, 
and continued it until noon, still without any return. At this 
time several breaches were observed in the walls of the fort, and 
the lower town was nearly in ruins. At 4 p. m. the boats of the 
Dttdalosy in the face of a heavy fire of mnsketry opened from the 
ruins of the town, cut out two dows. At 5b. 30m. p.m. the 
boats of both frigates, the launches of each with an 18-poonder 
carronade in them, led by Captain Stuart, landed to the south* 
ward of the town, for the purpose of destroying the wells from 
which tlie French troops obtained their water. The latter, how- 
ever, had collected in such numbers, that the boats were obliged 
to return without effecting their object. The fngates continued 
the cannonade till night On the I6th, at daylight, the boats 
a^;ain proceeded from the ships, with about 70 seamen and ma- 
rines, commanded as before by Captain Stuart, and strengthened 
by two of the Fox^s G-pounders. Just as the party had landed^ 
an unexpected flanking fire was opened upon them from a gun 
stationea in one of the breaches of the fort ; which, coupled w ith 
a heavy fire of musketry, obliged the British to return to their 
ships, with the loss of one man killed in the Fox^s launch, and 
one of the ^poundefs Idft in the surf. In the forenoon the Dia- 
dalus and Fox got under way, and were soon out of sight of 
Koflseur, its battned for^ and rained town. 
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The French, as may be suppoied, made the most of thiiafiHr* 

They declared that Adjutant-general Donzelot, with two compa^ 
nies of the 21st regiment, had, without any loss on his part, 
defeated 400 British troops, although supported by two frigates. 
That the British retired with such precipitation, as to leave a 
6-pounder aod more than 60 of their killed and wounded upoa 
the beach.* False as this account undmibtedly is, for efen the 
one man killed was carried on board the Fox, and faoried wiA 
christian rites, there appears some truth in the statement that 
6000 round shot, fired from the two frigates, were picked up ia 
the fort and town. This amounts to about three-fourths of the 
Quantity of shot to which two frigates of the class of the Dae- 
aalus and Fox arc entitled ; nor, at such a distance from home, 
was it very easy to supply the deficiency. Hence, it seems 
doubtful which side lost the most by an enterprise, the ntilitj oC 
which, taking all the dienmstances into considevatioii, is not 
mry apparent. 

General Kleber was by no means pleased with the sudden, 
and to him quite unexpected, departure of the commander- 
in-chief from the shores of l^'gypt. From the following abstract 
of the state of the French resources in Egypt on the 26th of 
September, ]$uonaparte may have considered that, if he did not 
abandon the army, the army would, in all probalnlity, abandon 
him. The effectiye strength of that army was about 20,000 
men, or not much more than half what it amounted to 14 
months before, when it disembarked at Marabou. These 2,0000 
men occupied all the principal posts of the triangle formed by 
the Cataracts of the ISile on the south, the fortress of El-Arica 
on the east, and the city of Alexandria on the west. The troops 
were m want not only of uay and clothing, but of arms and 
ammunition. Buonaparte nad not left a sous in die chesty and 
the arrears of pay due to the army amounted to four miUions of 
francs. All the siege artillery, except some sea-service gWM, 
had been lost in the Syrian campaign ; and the latter wen 
used in armins: the two frigates in wliich Buonaparte had taken 
his passage. The number of sick was greater than when the 
army was of nearly double the strength. £gypt had the ap« 
pearanoe of being quiet ; but the natifes naturally looked upon 
the French as enemies, who had invaded their soil, and whom, 
at the first opportunity that presented itself, they would be jus- 
tified in destroying. The mamelukes had been dispersed, but 
not destroyed. Mourad-Bey was harassing the French in 
Upper Egypt; and Ibrahim-Bey was at Gaza with about 2000 
mamelukes. On the plains of Acre was the grand vizier's 
army, numbering, with that under Djezsar-Pacha, nearly 30,000 
men. To add to all this a Turkish nand fovea oif consideiabln 
amount was again assembling on the coast 

• YiGtoinsetCoDqiitobtooiezii,p.88L 
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In the latter end of October Sir Sidney Smith arrived from 
the island of Rhodes, with a fleet of Turkish men-of-war and a 
considerable reinforcement of troops, from Constantinople. Oa 
aba 29th the Toiks disemlwrked, near the Bmz or Damietla 
month of the Nile, under oorer of the fire or their gun-boeta* 
To this spot Sir Sidney pnweeded in the hope, by an attack 
there, to draw the attention of the French from the side of the 
desert, towards which the grand Turkish array was then ad- 
vancing. Accordingly the coast was sounded, and tlie pass to 
Damietta marked with buoys and Turkish ^un-boats. The at- 
tack began by the boats of the Tigre taking posieiBioa of a 
mmed caatie* aitnaled oa the eaatem aide of the Bogaz : which 
castle the inundation of the Nile had inaulated from the maia 
land, leaving a fordable passa^. 

The Turkish flag, displayed on the tower of this castle, wat 
at once the signal for the Turkish gun-boats to advance, and 
for the French to open their fire, in order to dislodge the little 
garrison within it. This the French did from a redoubt on the 
main land, at point4i]anb«hot dietanee, mounted with two 
French 36^ponnden and an 8-poander fidd-pieoe. The fire waa 
mturoed from the launch's carronade, an 18 or 24-pounder, 
mounted in a breach in the castle, and from held-pieces in the 
small boats ; which soon obliged the French to discontinue 
working at an intrenchment they were making to oppose the 
landing. 

Lieutenant Stokes, in the mean while, had been detached, 
with the boats, to check a body of eavaliy adTancing along a 
seek of land : in which he tiioolBeded, bat with a loss of •one 

man killed and one wounded. This interchange of firing con- 
tinued, with little intermission, during the 29th, 30th, and 3l8t; 
when, at length, owing chiefly to the shells from the carronade 
at the castle, the magazine at the redoubt blew up, and one of 
the 36-pounder8 was silenced. Orders were now given to disem- 
bark, but it was not until the morning of the 1st of November, 
that the Umdin? could be effected. 

The delay had given time to theFkench to collect a force mora 
than double that of the first division landed, and to be ready to 
attack it before the return of the boats with the remainder. The 
French advanced to the charge with bayonets. The Turks, when 
the former were within ten yards of them, rushed on, sabre in 
hand, and, in an instant, routed the first line of the French in- 
&ntrY. Their impetuosity, however, carried them too far, and 
the fate of the day waa suddenly cfaanj^. The flanking fiio 
from the castle and bottbi, which had hitherto been plied with 
effect, was now necessarily suspended by the impossibility of 
pointing clear of the Turks in tne confusion. The latter then 
turned a random fire on the boats, to make the latter take them 
off"; and the sea was presently covered with turbans. The 
Turks sent up piteous moans for assistance, which with difficulty 
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and risk was afforded to them ; all being brought off, except 
2000 killed, and about 800, whom the French took piisonere^ 
by wading into the water after them. 

The French declare, that they had not actually engaged in 
this affair, in which General Verdier was the commanding offi- 
eer, more than 1000 men ; and tluit their lose was so companip 
tivelv trifling, as 30 killed and 80 wounded. 

Abont five weeks after the departure of General Buonaparte 
from F.L:;ypt, General Klebsr wrote the directory a very full and 
by no means flattering account of ailairs in that coimtr)\ This 
important letter lie intrusted to the Maltese Chevalier Burras, 
(cousin to the director of that name), who on the 4th of Novem- 
ber sailed from Alexandria in a yessel named the Marianne, on 
board of which bad also embarked General Vaux and several 
other wounded ofiBcers. 

The Marianne, it appeals, had a suocessfbl voyage until she 
gained a si«xht of the coast of France, when a British sloop 
of war fell in with and captured her. We iiave liere so much 
dearth of information to complain of, that we cannot give the name 
of the ship, nor the date of the capture. iScither are we able 
to state whether the Marianne was a brig or a fore-and-aft 
rigged vessel ; we conjecture, howefer, that she was the gai^ 
vessel of tluit name, since (as, we presume, waa alto the case 
with the Foudre) recaptured by the French. 

The despatches, as is customary on such occasions, were 
thrown overboard, but not with the customary carefulness. 
They were wrapped up in an old silk handkerchief, throu^jh- 
which the cannon sliot intended to sink them immediately 
pierced, and one of the British sailors picked them op as they 
were floating by the side of the vessel. The captain of the 
•loop of war carried the important papers to the oommandep- 
in-cnicf : and Vice-admiral Lord Keith, who had returned to 
Gibraltar from England on the (ith of December, after making 
himself acquainted with their contents, transmitted the de- 
spatches to his government. 

Shortly after the defeat of the Turks at Damietta Sir Sidney 
Smith conveyed to General Kl^ber, aa the oommanding oAcer 
of the French army in £gypt» the reply of the Sublime Porte 
to Buonaparte's overtures to the Sultan formerly noticed; which 
reply was simply to the purport, that no negotiation could be 
entered into without the concurrence of Eng^land and Russia. 
Resting on the belief that England possessed the inclination^ 
and Commodore Sir Sidney Smith the power, to conclude a 
treaty jointly with the grand vizier. General Kleber made propo- 
sals to that effect to the latter and Sir Sidney ; and it was at 
length agreed) that General Desaiz and the administrator of the 
finances Foussielgoe should repair on board the Tigre, and there 
confer with the commissioners on the other side. Owing to 
the badness of the weather, the two French commissioners 
were unable to reach the Tigre^ who had purposely anchored oS 
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aodria, until on or about the 29tii of December ; and almost 
immediately afterwards a heavy gale of wind drove the ship 

and the negotiators out to sea. 

In the mean while the French had been dispossessed of one of 
their Syrian forti-esses, in a manner quite sudden and unexpected ; 
nominally by the advanced body of the grand visier s and a de- 
tachment of British marines wider IM&jor Douglas of that 
corps, bat really by the treachery of the garrison. The army 
of the grand vizier, it appears, marched from Qasa to El-Arich 
<m the 20th of December, and immediately summoned the fort 
to surrender. This being refused, Major Douglas and some 
other British officers reconnoitred the detences ; and on the 25th 
the batteries opened upon El-Arich. The firing continued, 
without producm^ ' any sensible efiect, until the morning of the 
29th ; at which time the French garrison, " presque toute en- 
ti^rsy"* revolted, and let down a rope for Major Douglas to 
ascend into the fort. 

When we read of a fortress, after a hard struggle, being car- 
ried by storm, and of the brave garrison, instead of being crowned 
with chaplets, put to the sword, we cannot withhold our pity, 
and feel a difficulty in suppressing our indignation ; but the 
official announcement, that 300 of we garrison of El-Arich fell 
beneath the sabres of the mnssulmans, moves us not at all. 
We only regret that any British officer should have been pre- 
aent, to reap a benefit from the crimes of a traitor, and, by 
means of a rope which was let down for bin), "t to possess him- 
self of that which can only be }iono\irably acquired by fair 
fighting or fair cession. Operations carrymg on in a more 
northern quarter now demand our attention. 

An alleged change ^n the public mind in Holland, favourable 
to the views of the dethroned stadtholder^ indaoed the British 
cabinet, early in the snmmer of the present year, to plan an 
expedition against that country, upon a much more enlaiged 
scale than that which had failed in the second year of the war. 
On account of the unsliackled state of her press, and the acti- 
vity and intelligence of her journalists, England, of all coun- 
tries in the world, is the least adapted for carrying into etfect a 
secret expedition. In this instance, however, the British govern- 
ment hao, in a most surprising manner^ cdkicealed its designs, 
until the expedition, which was upon an immense wctXe, was on 
the eve of departure. 

The British North-Sea fleet was still under the command 
of Admiral Lord Duncan; and a suitable detachment from it had 
for a long time blocked up in the Texel the following Dutch 
squadron : 

* Victoires ct Conquctcs, tome xU., 48. 
f See London Oaiette. 
VOL. II. z 
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74 { ^"vi 

'Cerberus ^ De-Yoange. 

De-Ruytrr .... ^ Huijs. 

64 < Guelderlaud .... . WoldecL 
I Leyden 



50 



lUtrr<ht „ Kolf. 

( Batavier . Van-Senden. 



EilbrachL 



44 Mars • |» De Bock. 

40 Amphitrite . • • • - Scbutter. 



the above iqiiaidRNi ready ibr sea, there were a few old 
ships lying in ocdmaiy in the Nieaeve Diep. Bat the et ro n gcat 
portion of the Dutch iia?v lay at Amsterdam and in the Meoie* 
in the fintpiiaroed port there were, in commiaiiion, if not ia m- 

diness for sea, four 74 and two 64 g:un ships, and in the second, 
one 74 and seven 64 gun ships, besides several frigates and brigs. 

For employment in this expedition to Holland troops, in large 
numbers, were asseoibled at Southampton, under Lieutenant- 
geoenl Sir Ralph Abererooiby, and others had rendezvoused 
at Ramegate, Margate, Barham-DowDS, and Yarmoiith ; the 
whole, amounting to aboat 27,000 men, placed, as on the former 
occasion under the command of his Royal Highness the Duke 
of York. A treaty had also been entered into between Great 
Britain and Russia; wherein the latter stipulated to furnish 
17, .'393 men, also six ships of the line and five frigates, all armed 
en flute, and two trans|jorts, to carry a portion of the troops. 
The emperor was to receive for the hue xif his troops 88,000/. 
sterling; half of which was to be paid when the troops were 
ready to embark at Revel, and the remainder in three months 
afterwards. A subsidy of 44,000/. a monA was also to be 
paid, from the day on which the troops were ready. For thft 
ships Great Britain was to pay 58,976/. 10s. sterling, as a three 
months' subsidy for expenses of equipments, &c., to be com- 
puted from the day on which the ships should depart from Cron- 
stadt; and, after the expiration of those three months, she was 
tocontiooe to nay at the rate of 19,642iL lOs. sterling a month. 
All thb was independently of subsistence. The emperor, there- 
fore, made a tolerable market of his ships and troops. 

On the 13th of Au<:ust a fleet, composed of about 150 sail of 
ships of war, transports, and cutters, having on board the first 
division of the troops destined for Holland, put to sea from 
Margate roads and the Downs ; the troops, numbering about 
17/ 00, commanded by Lieutenant-general Abercromby, and the 
na^ai I art of the expedition, by Vioe-^miral Andrew Bfitchd^ 
the eftiective force of which consisted of the following ships : 
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74 Ratvison .... Gantain Greig. ) n.,^ 

66 Mistisloff ;. . . , „ A. Mollcr. J 

iMoomouth . . • • M George Hart. 
AidsDt • • • • It ThomBi Btfftit* 
BeUiq^ueux . • • » Rowley BulteeL 
America .... „ John Smith. 
Overyssel .... „ John Ha/dy, 
VetevMi .... n Arch.-CoHingiroodDickioii. 

54 GiMtOO , Charles Cnhb. 

f T . ( Vice*AdiD. (b.) Andrew Mitchell, 

i^llan . . . Oqiitam JaiMi OndhtOB. 

' Romncy ... „ Jobn lATOfd. 

Frigale*, Mdpom&n^ Latona, Sbamioii, Juno, aod Lutmew 

On the 15th, at 10 a.m., Admiral Lord Duncan, in the 74-' 
gnn ship Kent, Captain William Hope, joined and took the 
command of Vice-admiral Mitcheirs squadron. At noon a gale 
from the south-west began to blow, and continued, with alight 
intermission, until the morning of the 20th ; at which time the 
Beet, consisting of 200 sail of square-rigged vessels with troops 
on board, 11 luggers and cutters, and §0 flat-bottomed boats, 
lay about 16 leagues firom the Teiel. A calm succeeded the 
mktf and delayed the progress of the expedition until the next 
my, the 21st ; when the outer ships of the Dutch in the Texel 
were seen to be moving further in. On that evenincr the whole 
British fleet anchored, witliin two miles of the shore, oH" a spot 
called Kirkdown. On the 22d, at S a. m., vvhicli was as soon 
as the tide served, the transports weighed, for the purpose of 
MUMshoring within half ft mile of the shote ; and shortly after- 
waids the ColKNir^ cutter, having on board Captain Robert 
Winthorp of the Circe frigate, and Colonel Frederick Maitland» 
departed from Lord Duncan's ship, with a flag of truce, to the 
Dutch Admiral ^'tory. 

While the transports were anchorincr, and tlie sjun-boats and 
smaller vessels gettm^^ ready to receive the troops, and just as 
the ships of war had made sail to stand into the Texel, the wind, 
from a fine eeeteriy breese, shifted lo the eouth-west, with every 
appearance of a gale. Such of the transports as had anchored 
quickly weighed again, and the whole stood off from the land. 
By noon it began to blow very hard, and continued to do so 
during the remainder of that, and the whole of the two following 
days and nights ; but, on the mornmg of thb 2.>th, the weather 
cleared up, and the wind again blew a fine breeze from the 
north-west. 

The Biitish officersy who had been sent m with the flag of 
tfvoe, took with them, fint, an invitatioii-from Admiral Duncan 
to Admiral Story, to delirer op his ships for the use of the 
Prince of Orange; next, a proclamation by Sir Ralph Aber- 

cromby, addressed in a similar strain to the Dutch troops; and 
lastly, a proclamation, sinned by the Prince of Oran<je himself, 
and addressed to Dutchmen in (jeneral. To the hr^t, Admiral 

22 
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Story replied, under date of the 22nd of August, that he should 
be unworthy of Lord Duncan, and forfeit the esteem of every 
honest man, were be to accept the proposal made to him ; that 
he knew his duty to his flag and nis country ; and that, were 
Admiral Duncan's force double what it was, he should still 
retain the same sentiments. The Dutch admiral concluded with 
an assurance, that he should certainly defend his ships when 
attacked, but that he would immediately forward the summons 
to his government. He did so; and, at five o'clock on the 
morning of the 236, the executive directory formally expressed 
their approval of Admiral Story's reply. To the two proclama* 
tions no reply was returned. 

Force being now the only altenati?ey the British fleet, on the 
morning of the 26th, again bore up; and by 3 p.m. the trans^ 
ptnrts, with the bomb-vessels, sloops, and gun-vessels, to cover 
the troops, had taken their appointed stations. Owing to the 
♦ lateness of the day, the disembarkation was obliged to be de- 

lated until 3 A.M. on the 27th; wbeu a landing was effected, 
with no loss (except what arose from some bMts ofersetting 
in the sttrf)> under a smart cannonade from the coterinff Tcssels. 
This, as we see, occurred on the 27th; and yet Admital Duncan's 
summons, dated on the 20th, a week previous, began, ''More 
than 20,000 men being, at this moment, disembarked at the 
Helder, &c/' Such an oversight was well calculated to throw 
a ridicule upon the proposals sent in, 

JVo sooner had the tirst division of troops begun to move 
Ibtward, than they weie attacked by a GalloJBataTian force 
under General Daendels. The engagement lasted from 5 a. k. 
until evening, when the latter retired to K^ten, a position 
two leagues in the rear. The British army lost on this occasion, 
one lieutenant-colonel, one subaltern, three sergeants, 51 rank 
and file killed ; one colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, one major, 
nine captains, six subalterns, 18 sergeants, one drummer, 
334 rank and file wounded ; and 26 rank and file missing. 
The Gallo^Bata?ian annv lost 1400 men 'killed, wounded, imd 
missing, including 67 officers. 

Having thus gained possession of the whole neck of land' 
between Kirk-down and the road leading to Alkmaar, the 
British prepared to attack the Helder point, which contained 
a garrison of 2000 men. In the night, however, the garrison, 
first spikinf^ the guns and destroying some of the carriages, 
evacuated the Helder, and retired aeross the marshes towards 
Medemblick. On the.28th, at daylight, the important post of 
the Helder, in which was a numerous train of artUleiy, both 
heavy and field, was taken quiet possession of by a detachment 
of British troops, under Major-genei-al Moore ; as were, at the 
same time, bv Captain Winthrop, of the Circe, the following 13* 
Dutch ships of war, at anchor in the Nieueve Diep: 
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Expcditie, 
44 ^ Hector, 

( Unie, 
Oft 5 Heldim 
Minerva, 



C Alarai, 
S4^ Pollock, 
C Venus. 



64 Vorvachten, 
60 Brocderchap^ 

C Belle- Antoinette 
44 < Constitutie, 
(Doifre, 

Also, three Indiamen, and a sheer-hulk ; togetlier with the naval 
magaziQe at Nieueve Werk> conUuningy among a great quantity 
of valuable Ofdnance- stores, 97 pieces of cannon. 

The posssesion of the Helder having now left the Texel opea 
to the British, Vice-adrairal Mitchell, on the 30th, at 5 A. m., 
got underway with his squadron, and htond for the Texel; in 
entering which, the Ratvison, America, and Lutona took the 
ground. Passing the Helder point and Mars Diep, the Britisli 
squadron, formed in line ahead thus: Glatton, Romney, Isis, 
Veteran, Ardent, BeUiqueuXy Monmoath, Overyssel, Mistisloff, 
* and frigates, stood along the narrow and intricate channel of the 
Vlieter (the bnoys of which, although purposely removed, the 
British, with surprising alacrity, had since replaced), towards 
the Dutch squadron, of ei<;ht two-deckers and frigates, at 
anchor in line ahead m the east-south-east channel, near the red 
buoy upon the Vogel sand. 

Mrhile standing in, with his nine two-deckers and frigates 
(including the Latona who bad since got off), along a channel, 
throngh which the Dutch themselves never venture to pass with 
more than two ships at a time, Vice-admiral Mitchell despatched 
the 18-gun ship-sloop Victor, Captain James Rcnnie, with a 
summons to the Dutch admiral. Captain Rennie, on his way, 
met a flag of truce, with Captains Van de Capelle and De Yong, 
coming from Admiral Story. These officers. Captain Rennie 
iiiitaD3}r coiiv^|ed on board the Isis. Aftet some cooYersation, 
the British admiral consented to anchor at a short distance from 
the Dutch admiral, and to give the latter one hour to make up 
his mind. In less than the time specified, the two Dutch cap- 
tains returned to V^ice-admiral Mitchell, with a verbal message 
agreeing to surrender. Possession was immediately taken of 
the Dutch squadron already named ; and, for the purpose of 
maintaining order among the different crews, a Bntisii officer 
ivas sent on board of eai& ship. 

It remains to explain why those who, not many months befbie, 
had fought so valiantly 00* Gamperdown, now surrendered, with- 
out a blow, at their moorings m the TexeU The fact is^ the 
sailors had become politicians; and, differing in opinion from 
their officers, had adopted a course which, if not the most 
honourable, was, under present circumstances, undoubtedly the 
most safe. They mutinied, and refused to fight; and, as if 
fearfiil that the guns would go off by themselves, they, in manv 
instances, drew the charges, and threw the shot overboard. 
Under such, we must add, discreditable circumstances, Admiral 
Story and hia officers had no idtemative but to surrender ; and 
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surely no one will think that, in to doing, they coinproiniiedy iH 
the slightest degree, their profiMsiooal character. 

The British navy, on this occasion, had no opportunity of dis- 
playing its wonted prowess ; but, neveithelcss, great praise was 
due to Vice-admiral Mitchell for the whole of his arrangements, 
and to his othcers and crews m general, for their skill in working 
• the ships through channels so narrow, intricate, and shallow, as 
those through which they were obliged to pass. The loss of 16 
two-deckers (one 74» six 64sy two 60i> and six 44s), five frigates, 
three corvettes, and one brig, out of a total of about 66 vessels^ 
was a serious blow to the Dutch navy ; and yet half a dosen first 
class French frigates would have been a greater acquisition to 
the Riitish navy than the \^hole 26 vessels wliich had thus sur- 
rendered. The Dutch squadron had, it is true, been taken pos- 
session of in the name oi the stadlholder, but the Bntish. 

governnieot afterwards purchased such of the ships as appeared 
kely to be usefuL Or the 17 ships and one ,brig so jpurcnased, 
eight never went to sea as British cruisers; and uie Washington 
74, afterwards named Princess-of-Orange^ measured only 1565 
tons, which was smaller, by 37 tons, than any British 74, then 
in a serviceable state. 

Although our business is not with military details, we will 
endeavour to present a summary of what occurred on shore. 
While the Dutch squadron was changing masters, the ^f^J 
under General Abercromby, now amounting to between 16,000 
and 17,000 men, liad advanced and taken post behind the Zypsi^ 
a low and inteneeted piece of ground about eieht miles in extent, 
that lies at the entrance of the peninsula, and nas near it a dyke, 
behind which the troops intrenched tlieniselves, defending their 
position l)y a mnncrous artillery. The advanced pobts of their 
right e.\ tended Ironi l^eiten to Eenigenburix ; those oi the centre, 
a little behind and parallel to the Great Dyke, were at St-Mar* 
tin^s, Volkoog, and bchagen ; those of their left at Havinghuysen 
and Zydawind. In this position the Gallo-Batavian army, com- 
posed of, at the least 2j,000 men,'*^ and commanded by General 
Bnine, having under him the Generals Vandamme, Dumonceau, 
and Daendels, on the lOlh of September, at daybreak, attacked 
the British nruiy, and iiller a must severe conflict, was repulsed 
and driven back to jIs former position in the neighbourhood of 
Alkmaar, with the loss, as represented, of nearly 1000 men, ia 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. The loss of the British on the . 
same occasion was, 37 rank and file killed ; one major-general^ 
one lieutenant-colonel, one major, four captains, five subalterns, 
two sergeants, 135 rank and hie wounded ; one sergeant, 18 rank, 
and file nii:-s!ng. The French attributed their overthrow, in party 
to a defec tion aniontr their allies the Batavians. 

On the 13th of September the Duke of York lauded at the 

« DktiaiuiaireHiii|oriquev(omeL»pb64. 
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fielder from on board the Amethyst frigate ; and at the Sams 
time was disembarked the stipulated body of Russian troops, 
under General Hermann; making the combined British and 
Russian army amount to about 36,0U0 men. On the 1 0th, at 
daybreak, a part of the latter, amounting to about 20,000 men, 
attacked the whole tioe of the French and Batavians; buf, 
towards the dose of the dar^ were compelled to fall back to 
their intrenchments at the Zype, with the loss to the Britidl 
army, of one lieutenant-colonel, two captains, two subalterns^ 
one staff, two sergeants, 121 rank and file, killed; seven lieute- 
nant-colonels, six majors, 15 captains, 15 subalterns, 20 ser- 
geants, two drummers, 364 rank and tile wounded ; and 22 ser- 

feants, five drummers, 479 rank and file missing ; and to the 
Lassians, of about 1600 killed^ wotmded, and priaooera, in- 
cluding, among the latter, General Hermann himself. General 
Brone, in his official letter, states his force to have been 20,000 
men, and his loss only 60 killed, and 300 wounded. He de- 
clares also, that he made 2000 men prisoners, and took 25 pieces 
of cannon. On the other hand, the British account states, that 
^ officers and upwards of oOOO French and Batavians fell into 
the hands of the allies, and that IG pieces of their cannon were 
destroyed. Three gun-boats, each armed with a 12-poander 
carronade, and placed under the orders of Captains Sir Home 
Popham and Wuliam Godfrey, of the navy, haa acted with con- 
siderable effect on the Aikmaar canal, but not without sustaining 
a loss of four seamen killed^ one lieutenant and seven seamen 
wounded. 

On the 2d of October, at 6 a. m., the Duke of York made a 
general attack upon the Gallo-Batavian line. The conflict was 
long and bloody, continuing till six in theeTening, when General 
Brune was compelled to retire, leaving the British and Russians 
masters of the field of battle. This was accomplished after a 
lOBSy to the British army, of one major, five captains, five subal- 
terns, 11 serf^eants, 215 rank and tile, 44 horses, killed; two 
colonels, two lieutenant-colonels, three majors, 22 captains, 39 
subalterns, one staff, 4() ser<rcants, seven drummers, 980 rank 
and file, 78 horses, wounded ; one captain, four subalterns, seven 
eeigeants, three drummers, 178 node and file, three horses, miss- 
ing ; and to the Russians, of about 170 killed or taken prisoners, 
smd 423 wounded. 

On the 6th, in another general battle, the French and Bata- 
vians, havinnr been considerably reinforced, defc ited the Biitish 
and Russians, with a loss, to the British, of two lieutenant-colo- 
nels, two subalterns, three sersjeants, one drummer, 85 rank and 
file, nine horses, killed : one colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, three 
majors, seten captains, 23sobaltemB,one staff, 23 sereeants, 673 
rank and file, 13 horses, wounded; two lieutenant«oTonels, one 
major, five captabs, 11 subalterns, 13 sergeants, twodrummeri, 
576' rank and file, missing; and to the Russians, of 382 killed or 
taken piisoners, and 735 wounded. Soon after thie^ a council 
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of war decided that the allied British and Russian anny should 
lettie to the Zype. It did so, and the Dake of York took up 
his quarters at Schagenbure; where he entered into a negotiac 
tkm with General Brune, for a suspension of arms, and the 
unmolested evacuation of Holland by the combined British and 
Kussian forces. The retreat of the latter, in consequence of the 
convention, fwas followed by the evacuation of the Zuyder Zee 
and adjacent parts, on the part of Vice-admiral Mitchell ; who, 
having shifted his flag from the Isis to the 20-gun ship Babet, 
had| with that ship and a flotilla of six smaller Tessels, pro- 
ceeded over the Enshausen flat to the road of that name. The 
appearance of the British flotilla in the Zuyder Zee changed the 
politics, for a while, of several of the bordering towns and vil- 
lages. Even Amsterdam had begun making defensive prepara- 
tions. The batteries of Dugerdam and Deimerdam had been, 
strengthened ; and soon after Vice-admiral Mitchell got into the 
Zuyder Zee, 60 French gun-vessels arrived at Amsterdam, by 
the canal, fitmi Dunkirk* 

Thus terminated the expedition to Holland ; an expedition in 
which the British, exclusively, lost three ships of war by being 
wrecked on the coast, and Nassau, a reduced or flute 64, and the 
Blanche and Lutine frigates. The most serious part of the loss 
was that a full fourth of the crew of the first-named, and the 
whole of the crew except two of the last-named, ship perished. 
The Lutine had on boara specie to the amount of 140,000/., which 
she had shipped at Yaimouth, and was carrying to the Texel, to 
he applied m paying the troops. That went a&o ; and the loss 
of it was no slight augmentation to the disasters of the expedi- 
tion* In the different actions on shore, as enumerated in the 
oflicial accounts, the British alone lost about 556 men killed, 2791 
wounded, and 1455 missing. Their gain in ships of war we have 
already shown to have been much overrated. VVhatever else the 
British gained was, certainly, not that of which they had any 
reason to hoast However, as no hlame was imputed to them^ 
the thanks of parliament wers tmanimously voted to Lieutenant- 
general Sir Ralph Abercromby and Vice-admiral Mitchell, as 
well as to the officers and men under their respective commands. 
Shortly afterwards the vice-admiral received au additional honour 
in the order of the Bath. 

Among the operations on shore in this quarter, the defence of 
Lemmer-town, West Friesland, which had been intrusted to a 
detachment of seamen and marines, 167 in number, under the 
command of Captain James Boorder, of the 16-gun brig-sloop 
Espi^le, must not be passed over. On the 1 Ith of October, at 
6 A.5I , an advanced party of French and Batavians, consisting 
of one officer, one sergeant, one corporal, and 28 privates, 
attempted to storm the north battery. The British soon got 
their opponents between two fires ; and the seamen, armed with 
their pikes, so eflectually surrounded them, that they instantly 
kid down their armsy with the loss of two privates killed 
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Searoely had the British secared their prisoners, when the 
enemy's main body, 670 in number, attacked them ; but, after 
a sharp contest of four hours and a half, in which the French 
and Batavians sustained a loss of five men killed and nine 
wounded, the latter gave way iu every direction. The marines 
went %n pursoit, ana ceitainlj, if toe allied forces bad not 
broken down a bridge in their retreat^ woald have taken their 
stand of colours and two field-pieces. While the fugittfes were 
in the act of destroying the bridge, the fire from the marines is 
represented to have killed 18, and wounded 20 of their number; 
making their total loss on this occas on, 25 men killed and 
29 wounded, while the British had not a man hurt. 

LIGHT SQUADRONS AMD 8INGL£ SHIPS. 

On the 4th of January the Britidi bark-rigged sloop Wol- 
irerine, of 12 gnns and 70 men. Captain Lewis Mortlock, being 
OD a cruise ofi* Boulogne, in very foggy weather, discovered two 
larg^ French luggers, close to her to windward. These luggers 
wei*e privateers; one, the Ruse, of eight 4-pounders and about 
70 men, commanded by Citizen Pierre Audibert, the other, the 
Furet of fourteen 4-pounders and about 80 men, commanded by 
Citizen Denis Fourmentin. Captain Mortlock, judging that, if 
the private^men suspected the Wolverine to be a ship of war, 
they would make off, approached them under Danish colours* 
On beine hailed by the Furet, Captain Mortlock replied, that 
he was nom Plymouth bound to Copenhagen. This lugger was 
now close upon the starboard quarter of the Wolverine, with her 
bowsprit between the latter''s mizen chains and side. The 
Wolverine instantly hoisted Eng;lish colours, and opened a fire 
of great ^uns and musketry, Captain Mortlock, with his own 
bands, laMiing the Fuvet's bowsprit to one of the iron stanchions 
of the Wolveflne's mizen chains. 

Boarding was now the only resource left to the Furet ; and 
her people made a vigorous assault on the British vessel, but 
were dnven back with loss. In the mean time the Ruse had shot 
ahead, and run foul of the Wolverine on the larboard bow. 
Here, also, a desperate attempt was made to board ; and, at one 
time, it required almost every man in the Wolverine to repulse 
the Rush's crew. Three of the boldest of the Furefs men, 
taking advantage of the exposed state in which the scuffle on the 
Wolverine's forecastle had left the afterpart of the vessel, sprang 
on the roundhouse ; and one man gave three cheers, as if to en- 
courage those in the lucrger to come on board to his support. 
Captain Mortlock instantly ran from forward, to dispute with 
this daring Frenchman the possession of his post. The latter as 
the former approached, presented a pistol to his face. It missed 
lire; and, as the Frenchman was again cocking it. Captain 
Mortlock plunged a half-pike into his body, and the man fell 
overboard. 
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The French on board the Furet now threw into the Wolverine*^ 
cabin windows some leather bags filled with combustibles. These 
immediately set the vessel on Are, and a blaze burst forth directly 
over the magazioe. While the Wolverine's people were occupied 
in eztingnisbing theflmnesy the two loggers took the opportooi^ 
to effect their escape. As one of them (the Furet, it is believed) 
was retiring, she nred a shot which mortally wounded Captain 
Mortlock, who had previously, although he kept on deck, been 
wounded in the hand, in the breast, and in the loins. Giving the 
necessary orders to his lieutenant, this brave young officer went 
belowi saying, LuH, luti, keep close to them." He soon after* 
wards fainted from loss of blood. The WolYerine, finding she 
liad no chance with the luggers in sailing, on a wind espeaally, 
bore up for Portsmouth. 

The Wolverine had two men killed, and eight, including: her 
gallant commander, wounded. Captain Mortlock died at Ports- 
mouth on the loth of the month. The loss of the privateers, as 
acknowlt'd;:e(l by themselves, was rather severe. The Furet had 
five men killed, her captain and five men mortally, and 10 men 
badlv wounded ; the Ruse had her first and second lieutenants^ 
another officer, and two seamen killed^ and five mortally, and 
several badly wounded. 

In this afiair, which was almost entirely a hand-to-hand 
struggle, 70 British were opposed to at least 150 Frenchmen; 
and yet the latter were compelled to retire without cflecting 
their object. Had the two lugijers kept off at lon^;-shot, the 
Wolvenne, from the nature of her armament, must have cut 
theoi to pieces. She was originally the merchant vessel Rattler, 
of London, measuring 286 tons, and was purchased, in order to 
be fitted with guns upon Captain Schank's prin6iple. Accord- 
ingly, on the 22d of February, 1798, the Wolverine, as she had 
then been named, was established with two long 18-pounders 
and six 24-pounder carronadcs on her main deck, four 12- 
poundcr carror.ades on the quarterdeck, and one of the same 
caliber on the forecastle, total 13 guns. In order that the eight 
maindeck guns might be fought on one side, eight ports, excta- 
sive of the bow-port, were cut, and grooves were made in the 
deck running across from side to side. To these grooves the 
trucks of the gun-carriages were attached, by a pivot fore-locked, 
in order to shift the sruns from one side to the other as occasion 
required. Thus arnied, the Wolverine was a much more for- 
midable vessel than her appearance indicated. 

On the 28th of January, at noon, the British 28-gun frigate 
Proserpine, Captain James Wallis, having on board the Honour- 
able Tliomas Grenville and suite on a mission to Berlin, sailed 
from Yarmouth road, bound to Cuxhaven. Early on the morn- 
ing of the 30th the frigate arrived off Heligoland, and took on 
board a pilot for the Elbe. Having a fair wind at nortli-north- 
east and a fine clear day, the Proserpine, by evening, reached 
and anchored at the Red buoy. Here it was found that the 
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<idier hnoy bad liecB lemoved ; but the tbfee pUote on board, 
aDcluding two that belonged to the ship, concurred in stating the 

racticability oi' ascending the river to Cuxhaven without the 
uoys, provided Captain Wallis would proceed between half-ebb 
and half-flood, as they should liicn see the saodsy the marks of 
which were perfectly well known to them. 

Accordingly, on the morning of the Gist, the Proserpine 
' weighed, and stood up the river, with the same ftTomble wind 
«nd weather as on the preceding day ; haTing ahead of her the 
Piioce*of- Wales packet, which had kept company from Ya^- 
mouth. At about 4 p. m., when within four miles of Cuxliaven, 
it be^an to snow, and soon came on so thick, that the Proserpine 
was compelled to anchor. At this time very little ice was seen 
in the river; but at 9 p. m. the wmd shifted to east by south, and 
blew a most dreadful snow-storm ; causing such heavy masses 
of ice to press on the fj-igate, that it was only by having all 
hands on deck, and using every precaution to save the cidilev 
fiom beinp: cut, that she presenrea her station till morning. 

On the 1st of Febmary, at 8 a. m., the flood-tide, having 
carried back the ice, and left an opening below ; while the river 
above was completely blocked up. No po&sibility now existing 
of proceeding higher up, the Proserpine weighed and stood out, 
to endeavour to make a landing on some part of the coast of 
Jutland, Mr. Grenvilte urging to Captain Wallis the necessity 
of his faeine put on shore as early as possible. Scarcely bad 
the pilots declared that the Proserpine was clear of aU th0 
sands, when, at about 9 h. SO m. p.m., the ship struck on nearly 
the extremity of the Scaron, or the sand that stretches out from 
Newark island. As it blew a very heavy gale of wind, the 
Proserpine, although with no other sail set than the foretop- 
mast staysail, had struck with great force. On sounding, no 
more than 10 feet of water was foond under the forepart ci 
ner keel. 

Immediately the boats were got ready to carry out an anchor : 

but, it being high water, the ice pressed so upon the ship as to 
reiKlcr the attempt impracticable, and the boats were hoisted in 
agani. All iiands were now employed in shoring the ship, in 
order that she might heel towards the bank. The first run of - 
the tide, however, brought down such heavy masses of ice, that 
the shores were carried away, the copper torn off from the star- 
board side of the ship, and the rudder cut in two, the lower 
part lying on the ice under the counter. Hopes were still en- 
tertained of getting the ship off at the next high water; and, 
in order to lighten her for that purpose, htr guns and stores 
were thrown overboard, all of which were borne up by the ice.' 

At 10 p. M., which was the time for high water, the south- 
east gale had so kept back tlie tide, that there was less water 
by three feet than wh«i the ship had struck. All hopes o£ 
saving the Proserpine were thns at an end; and, on the retnm 
c£ the ebb-tide, the ship was eaqiected eveiy moment to be torn 
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to oieces by the loe. This sad expectatioo, the darkness of the 
jughtythe extreme coldness of the weather, and the heavy snow- 
storm that rninfed, rendered the situation of the people on board 
tlie IVigate truly deplorable. On the next morning, the 2d, the 
gale increased, and the ice rose to the cabin windows ; the stern- 

Sost also broke in two, and the ship received other important 
tmage. It wae then proposed, that the officen ana erew 
•hoiUa attempt to reach the shoie over the ice. Thisy con* 
eidering the severity and thickness of the weather, the ignorance 
of the way, and the nomberleae dangers attendant on such a 
journey, struck every one as hazardous in the extreme. But, 
to stay any lunger on board was useless, and might be attended 
with the most dreadful consequences. 

Accordingly, at 1 h. 30 m. p. m., the ship's company, in sub- 
divisions, attended' by their respective officers, commenced their 
march on the ice ; and^ at 3 P. u., Captain Wallis, and lieon 
•tenant Ridley of the marines, the two last persons on board, 
quitted the Prosperpine. After a journey of six miles, in the 
severest of weather, over high flakes of ice, and sometimes up 
to their middles in snow and water, the ship's company, whose 
subordination and pereeverance were highly praiseworthy, 
reached the island of Newark ; but not without the melancholy 
loss of seven seamen, one boy, four marines, and one woman 
and her child, frozen to death. Others had had their legs and 
fingers frozen, but were fortunate enough not to lose the use of 
them. The whole number of males, mustered on landing, were 
173. 

The storm lasted, without intermission, until the night of the 
6th. On the following morning, the 6th, owing to the scarcity 
of |jrovisions, half the officers and ship's company, accom- 
panied Mr. Grenville and his suite, nrooeeded to Cuxhaven ; 
travelling, as before, over the Ice, ana encountering a similar 
succession of difficulties. At length, however, the party arrived 
in safety. The captain, with the remainder of his officers and 
men, remained at Newark, in hopes to be able to save some of 
the stores from the ship. On the 8th, the master, Mr. Anthony, 
volunteered, with a party of seamen, to go on board for that 
purpose. He did so, and found the frigate lying on her beam- 
ends, with seven and a half feet of water in ner hold ; havins 
her quarterdeck separated from the gangjway six feet, aiid to all 
appearance, only kept from entirely parting by the ice that sur- 
rounded her. From this account, it was agreed not to visit her 
again; but, on the 10th, the clearness of the day induced Mr. 
Anthony, taking with him the surgeon, one midshipman, the 
boatswain, and two seamen, to go oft' a second time. These 
bold adventurers got safe on board, but neglected to return 
when the tide suited. At about 10 p. m., a violent storm came 
on from the south-south-east ; and the tide rose, in consequence^ 
to an uncommon height. This, as it raised the ice that stuck to 
the ship, floated her and that together; and the wieck, after 



Digitized by Google 



1709. . ' LOSS or TB£ PROSERPINE. 



317. 



beating about for some time, was at length cast on shore at the 
idand of Baltram. From this spot Mr« Anthpny and hie little 
party providentially escaped, and soon afterwards joined their, 
uiends at Cuxhaven; whither the whole of the officers and 
erew left at Newark, except the captain, had since arrived. 

Ill-health, occasioned chiefly by anxiety of mind at the sup- 
posed loss of the master and the five persons with him, detained 
Captain Wallis at Newark island till towards the end of Febru- 
ary. On the 26th of March the captain* his officers^ and ship's 
oompanvy having arrived home, were tried for the loss of their 
ship. It need liardly be stated, that they all receiyed aa 
bonooTable acquittal: in addition to which the highest enco-, 
miums were passed upon the late Proserpine's seamen for their 
unparalleled good conduct throughout the whole of the melan- 
choly and trying occasion. To mark their sense of the hospi- 
table treatment which they had experienced from Lorenti Wittk6, 
of the island of Newark, the omcers and men presented him 
with a fuece of plate in the shape of a coffee-urn, bearing a 
suitable inscription. 

Of Rear«dmiral Sercey's Indian squadron of seven frigates,, 
we have already shown that three had quitted him for Europe ; 
and we rather think a fourth, the Cybele, got back to Lorient. 
This frigate had arrived at the Isle of France a year or two be- 
foi-e the war commenced, and therefore could not, towards the 
close of the year 1797, when her name last occurs, have been 
in a very gooa state. Without reckoning the Cyb^le, the French 
frigates which, at the commencement ot the present year, were 
still cruising in the Indian seas, were the Forte, Preneuse, and 
Prudente. In what manner the last of these was stopped in 
her career, we shall now proceed to relate. 

On the 9th of February, soon after daybreak, in latitude 
31° 30' south, and longitude 33' 20' east, the British 12-poun- 
der 3!2-gun frigate wdalus. Captain Hejij^y Lidgbird Ball, 
steering to the southward and westward, with the wind right 
aft, or north-east, discovered two sail on her starboard bow. 
These were the French 36-gun frif^ate Prudente,Captau[i Emanuel* 
Hippolite Lc Joliff, and an American ship from China, her prize ; 
and on board of which, it would appear, the frigate had placed, 
with a crew of 17 officers and men, all her quarterdeck f)-poun- 
ders but twoj thus leaving herself with 2C) long 12 and two 
long 6-poun(kn, and two bnst 36>pottnder carronades, total 
30 guns. The force of the Dndalus consisted of 32 long 12 
and 6 pounders, and six 24-pounder carronades. 

At 7 A. M., the DsBdalos hauled to the northward in chase ; 
and the two strangers now seen to be ships, separated, the 
smaller one standing to the southward, and the larger, which 
was distant from the Dycdalus about six luilcs, bearing away 
north-west. The Daedalus immediately bore up attui the large 
ship \ which, at about 10 h., put right before the wind, and 
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iras followed by the Deedalus under all sail. At 3 p. v., the 
Pradente hoisted her colours, «od opened a fire from her stem 
chasers. At 10 minutes past noon the Prodeote shortened wl, 
hauled to the wind on the larboard tack, and Hred a broadside 
at the Daedalus ; who, by this time, had shortened sail to her 
topsails. At 25 minute? past noon the British frigate bore up 
across the stern of tlie French frigate, within half pistol-shot, 
and, after pouring in a raking broadside, lufled up under her 
lee. The two ships, thus side by side, commenced an animated 
interchaii^ of broedtiden^; and, in a quarter of an hour, the 
mizenmast of the Prudente fell over her quarter. The latter, 
nevertheless, continued the cannonade until 1 h. 21 m. p.m.; 
ynhen, being much cut in masts, rigging, and sails, and con- 
siderably shattered in hull, the Prudente struck her colours. 

The damafies done to the Dcedalus were of comparatively 
trifling amount. Her main stay was cut through, and her run- 
ning rigging and many of her lower shrouds injured ; but her 
hull was scarcely touched. Out of a crew of 212 men and boys, 
she had one seaman and one marine killed, and 1 1 seamen and 
one marine wounded. The Prudente was mach shattered in 
both hull and masts, and, out of a crew, as deposed by her offi- 
cers, of 301 men and boys (four less than the number stated in 
Captain Bali's letter), lost 27 officers and men killed and 22 
wounded. 



COMPARATITB VOKCE OF THE COMBATAITTS. 



Koadrid^funs 



*••••••*•••••••••••••■••••••. 



No. 
lbs. 

Crew ••«••••••«•• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• No. 

jSSC*>»saMa*«*M*M«*«*«»»««*««»«« ••••••••• •••••• tons 



19 
246 
SIS 
708 



15 
214 
801 
920 



The slight disparity in the broadside weight of metal by no 
means equals the disparity in execution. Not a doubt therefore 
remains that, had the Prudente mounted the few 6-pounders 
which she wanted of her establishment, the result of the action 
would have been precisely the same ; a result, especially when 
the difference in number of men is considered, hignly creditable 
to Captain Ball, his officers, and ship*s company. On the other 
hand, let us in justice remark, that tlie reason the Prudente made 
sail, when first descried by the Duedalus, does not appear to 
have been to avoid an engagement, but to allow her prize an' 
opportunity of effecting her escape. As soon as the latter was 
considered to be out of danger, and the prize did, we believe 
leach the Isle of France in safety, the Prudente shortened sail 
fi>r her adversary to come up; and that Captain Le Joliff did 
not surrender at an earlier moment than was consistent with his 
duty, the damage and loss which his ship sustained in the 
action abundantly proves. 

Taking her prize in tow, the Deedalus proceeded to Table 
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bay ; where, on the 16th, the two ships came to an anchor. The 
cost of repairing the prize in that country being deemed by the 
naval commanding officer at the Cape, Captain George Losack 
of the 60-gun ship Jupiter, more than the ship, altliough a very 
line frigate of ber dase, was worth, the Prudente was Dot pop* 
duMed for tlie aie of the Britieh navy. It woald gratify us to 
be able to state, that the first lieutenant of the Dflsdalus, who 
brought in the prize, and whom Captain Ball recommends " in 
the strongest terms," received the reward usually conferred on 
first lieutenants, after actions of far less merit than that of the 
Daedalus and Prudente ; but an admiralty-list before us, of 
July, 1823, still contains among the lieutenants the name of 
Kicholas Tncfcer. 

On the M of Febmary, at 4 p. v., whOe the Britieh 44-gnn 
ship Argo, .Captain James Bowen, accompanied by the 74-gan 
ship, Leviathan, Captain John Buchanan, was drawing round 
the east end of Majorca, under storm staysails, with a violent 
westerly gale, two Spanish frii^ates were discovered at anchor^ 
near a fortified tower on the south point of the Bahia de Acude. 
The latter, which were the 34-^un frigates Santa-Teresa and 
Pfoeerpine, immediately cot their cables and made sail to the 
north-north-east The two British ships, as quickly as possible, 
were under all the canvass they could bear; under more, indeed, 
than the Leviathan could, for she presently split her main top- 
sail and dropped astern. 

This accident to the largest of their pursuers the two Spanish 
firigates saw, and, shortly after the close of day, having pre- 
▼iouslr spoken each other, took advantage of, by separating. 
The Fn»erpine hauled sharp up to the northward, and the 
Santa-Teresa, setting her topgallantsails, kept right before the 
"Wind. The Argo, selecting the point of sailing in which she 
excelled, followed the latter, and signalled her consort to* alter 
her course to port in pursuit of the former. But the Leviathan, 
neither seeing the Proserpine's change of course nor the Argo's 
signal, continued to follow the latter. At midnight, aiter having 
fired her bow-guns for some time previous, the Argo got along- 
side of the SantarTeresa ; who, notwithstanding tluit her small 
sails had all been eat by shot, or carried away in the chase, end 
that the Leviathan was at no great distance from ber, persevered 
in her endeavours to ^t off, not surrendering until she liad re- 
ceived, without retunimg it, the Argo*s whole broadside : which 
wounded two of her men, and did much dama2;e to her riiriring. 

The Santa-Teresa mounted 34 long Spanisli 12 and 6 poun- 
ders, and, we believe, eight 24-pounder carronades, total 42 
guns, besides switels amf coboms. She was commanded by 
Gaptein don Pablo Perez, with a crew of 280 seamen and 
mafines^ besides 250 soldiers, and was stored and victualled for 
four months. Being a fine ship of 949 tons, and just out of 
dock, the Santa-Teresa became an acquisition to the class of 
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British 12-pounder 36-gun frigates. Her consort, the Proserpine, 
of the same force but rather smalleri effected her 

In the oonrse of the month of Ma^ the Argo was detached by 
Earl St-Vincent to Alders, to negotiate with the dey for a sup- 
ply of fresh provisions for the British army and navy at Minorca. 
Captain Bowen not only succeeded in his mission, but, prompted 
by his own feelings, exerted himself so strenuously with the dey 
for the enlargement of six British prisoners, who had been 14. 
years in slavery, that the despot ordered them to be set free. 
The poor fellows, grateful and happy, embarked on board the 
Argo, once more to enjoy the blessmgs of life and liberty. 

The mi^are which, towards the end of the year 1798, oocurred* 
between JFranoe and the United States of America, gave to Great 
Britain a maritime ally, who, though not able to afford a very 
powerful, nor willing perhaps to bestow a very cordial co-opera- 
tion, might yet be of some service in desultory warfare ; par- 
ticularly among the Antilles, and along the western shores of 
the, Atlantic, where the number and andadtv of the French 
cruisers oftentimes did serious mischief to British commafce. 
Pkeyionsly to our entering upon the details of the first actioii 
that was fought between the French and the Americans, we 
may be allowed to present a sHght sketch of the formation and 
growth of the United States' navy. 

At the commencement of the disturbances between Great 
Britain and her American colonies, the latter formed themselves 
into a confederated body-politic. A congress, representative of 
this confederacy^ and of the states, was organised. Its mem- 
bers were elected by the state-legislatures; and it was invested 
with the powers of national defence, the superintendence of the 
welfare of the confederacy, and the accomplishment of the great 
object of the union, redress of grievances. Both legislative and 
executive functions were united in this body. The greater part 
of the year 1775, that in which the revolutionary war com- 
menced, was oocu|ned in the more immediate business of organ- 
izing an army, to resist the aggressions of one aheady in the 
country. It was not, therefore, until the 5th of October in the 
same year, that the attention of congress was directed to any 
kind of operations on the ocean ; and then only because infor- 
liiution had been received that two English unarmed mercliant 
brigs, laden with arms, powder, and uther warlike stores, had 
on the 11th of the preceding August, (quitted England lor Que- 
bec, without convoy. 

A committee of three members of congress was appointed to 
prepare a plan for intercepting these vessels ; and, upon the re- 
port of the committee, the congress directed General Washington 
to apply to the council of Massachusetts-bay, for their two armed 
vessels, and then to despatch the same, pro{)erly armed, stored, 
and appointed, with instructions to inter( e])t and capture the 
two bn^s in question, or any other transportb laden with warlik<i 



Digitized by Google 



1799. 



AMEEICAN NAVY. 



321 



stores, for the use of the miaisterial army or navy in America.'^ 
On the 13th of October two small veseeby one of 10, the other of 
14 carriage-gune ; and on the 30th, a ship to monnt 20, and 
another to mount as many as 36 carriage-guns, were ordeied 



ber the committee, to which four members had been added, 
were authorized to draw upon the continental treasury for funds, 
and to engage officers and seamen to serve on board the four 
vessels that bad been ordei'ed to be fitted out By way of en- 
couragement to the latter, thev were to have half in value of all 

^ prizes,' being ships of war, and a third of such as were transports. 
On the 2d of November two battalions of marines were ordered 
to be raised. On the 11th of December congress ordered to be 
built 13 ships ; five of 32, five of 28, and three of 24 guns; all 

- the stores of which, except canvass and powder, could, it was 
declared, be furnished in the colonies. 

On the 14th of June, 1777, congress decreed, that the fia^ of 
the United States should be 13 stnpes, alternate red and white; 
and that the unioa should be 13 stars, white in a blue field, re* 
presenting a new constellation. On the 28th of October, 1779, 
congress established a board of admiralty, to consist of five 

• commissioners ; of whom three were to form a board for despatch 
of business, and were each to have a salary of 14,000 dollars per 

. annum; the secretary's salary was to be 10,000. On the 29th 
of August, 1781, both this board and the naval committee were 
abolis&d, and an agent of marine, at a salary of IdOO dollars, 
with a clerk at 600 dollars, was appointed in lien of them. 

It appears that the Americans, at a very early day, meditated 
the construction of 74-gun ships. According to a document in 
the ioumals of congress, they, in May, 1778, had one upon the 
stocks at Portsmouth, in New-Hampshire. The plan, on being 
submitted to a M. Landais, a Frencn naval officer of great ex- 
perience in the construction of ships, was found fault with ; and, 
at his suggestion, congress, on the 29th of that month, ordered 
the ship to be converted into a flush two-decker, to carry twenty- 
eight 24-pounders on the lower, and twenty-eight IS-poundeni 
on the second deck. This order appears afterwards to have 
been revoked ; for, according to another entry, the agent of 
marine was directed, on the 3d of September, 1782, to present 
that 74-gun ship, then launched and named the America, to the 
Chevalier de la Luzerne, for the service of his most christian 
majesty, in lien of the Magnifi^ue, of similar force, which had 
recently been lost on the American coast. 

The published accounts are not explicit in reference to the 
identity of these ships. It is simply from not finding a 56-gun 
ship in any American navy-list of the time, nor that any secoiid 
74 was ordered to be built, and that it is concluded there was 
but one. At the reduction of Charlestown, in April, 1780, an 
American ship named the Bricole, alleged to have been pierced 
TOL. II. 2 A 
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Ibr 60 guDs (as, with ioar biidle-portfi^ a ship of 56 gaoi woM 
hvm been), and to hue mowitea 44, conaieting of 24 and 1$ 

pounders, waa oeriainly destroyed, among many other ships, by 
tbe British forces. But, turning to a French nary-hst of 177^ 
"we find the Bricole flutCy of 24 guns, which may have been a 
reduced (iO-gun ship. The non-appearance of that ship's name 
in a French hst of January, 1783, added to the certainty that 
aeveral French ships of war had been purchased by the Ameii- 
cans, and waie actnally aaaong thoia Mtiojad ai Ckmdatbama^ 



alwwgtfiena die auppoattion, <ha 74 OB tka alodn at Poita<> 

mouth, New-Hampshire, in May, 1778, aDd that presented t» 
Hm King of Franoe in September, 1782, were one and the sam* 

vessel. The peace that took place, about five months after this 
present had been made by America to France, readily enabled 
the new ship to cross the Atlantic to a French port ; but, owing 
to her comparatively small size and light armament, and perhaps,, 
in part, to the perishable materials of her frame, the America 
diea not appear to hmrt Uted long enough to be of aenriee in 1km 
fvar by which that peace vae eiiooeeded« 

The low ebb of toe tieaaury and the tranquil state of the re* 
public occasioned the navy to dwindle, imtil the conduct of the 
Algennes in 1794 stimulated congress, on the 27th of March in 
that year, to order the construction and equipment of four shipa 
of 44, and two of 36 guns, to be ready to protect Amehcaa 
commerce in the Mediterranean. 

We haiie leaaott to tluidt tint the eimainent origviatty 
£at each of theaaelanca «ee ee ibUowa: 

44, Hm 36. 
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SabeeqnentlT tiie eaneoadee (42 end SKI pondeie) weie in* 
creased, and tne long-gone m batteiy wkih Aem ledueed m 

number to the eame extent, but changed to a lugber caliber. 
Into this, however, we efaali hereafter aim ctotmm man folly 

to enter. 

On the .30th of April, 1798, an act of congress passed, autho- 
rizing the establishment of a navy-department, the chief officer 
of which was to be styled, Secretary of the navy." Ue was to 
execute all orders that he nugfat reoeivefiom the neaident of the 
United Statee, rdaliTe to the conatmctkm, armament, equipment, 
and employment of vessels of war, and other matters connected 
therewith; and wia to have a competent number of derfcfl, to 
assist him in performing the duties of his office. 

Towards the middle of the year 179^, aome intermptioa oo» 
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cnrred in the commercial relations of the United States and 
France ; and the fonmer, concaving themadves the aggrieved 
party, coiiimtBCcd koftHNinsgtuMt tin shns ml vontu of As 
Vkolieb TCfNiblw. Al thk tim liw iisvy of «Im MM Steles^ 
by the ■pailei oantioM of tim general goreroiMent, ccmsisted, 
besides several smaller vessels, of 15 frigates, four of them the 
fcu-gest and heaviest that had ever been constructed. Six 74- 

fun ships were also ordered to be built ; but, as the differences 
etween the two countries were soon adjusted, they were not 
laid down. We shall now proceed to give an account, as well 
«oiir«»Def MlMiribiiiaeMMftpSyaf Ibe till aBfttl aetiat 
ftiwlki boiirotB FkuMO wbA tfn United StslH of Amenet* 

On 9th of Febroary, at nooa, tke island of Nevis bearin|f 
mst-south-west distant five leagues, the United States' 36^gvn 
frigate Constellation, Commodore Thomas Truxton, sailing with 
the wind at north-east, discovered a strange ship to the south- 
ward, with, if the French accounts are correct, her main topmast 
gone. The Constellation, hoistiug American colours, bore down ; 
«Bd Hie itfan^er, uliieil WM ilie WmtA S&fm frigate Insar> 
gente, Gaptam MidMl-PiBfio Banmit, limited w mtionul 
coloQii^ and fired a eim to windward. At 3h. 16m. p.if^ the 
Iiiwm^ e uto hailed tbe Constellation ; for wM psrpeee, Hm 
Amencan accomits are as silent as about the previous loss of the 
French frigate's main topmast ; but if, as the French insist. 
Captain Barreaut was ignorant of the war, it might be for an 
explanation of tlie hostile manner in which the American frigate 
was approaching* At all events, very soon after the hail, the 
CrOiiateUation, ranging alongside loforeente, opened her 
lioadaide, anid a spinted action ensued, whicn lasted one hour 
«nd 15 minntas; when the French ship, hanrang, aa afaeady 
stated, lost her main topmast, aad heea IB other napeda fSimstif 
damaged, struck her colours. 

The Constellation, out of a complement of about 440 men 
and boys, had the good fortune, besides receiving little or no 
kijury in hull or spars, to escape with so slight a loss as one 
■M lolled aad two fprnaided; while the Inaingan*^ ovt of a 
a emfilemflut <rf 340 men aad boya, m lepwi aa te d to hare laet g> 
aaen killed and 44 wo— ded. 

As this victory, like many we have recorded, was gained by a 
36," over a " 40," or as most of the English journals had it, 
^ 44-gun frigate,'* there was no end to the panegyrics upon the 
American Commodore Truxton. Nor was it empty praise alone 
that the commodore received; for in addition to the sobstantiai 
leatimooialB which hia transatlaBlie firiedda showered apon hiai^ 
lie waapteaeatedhy Aa merdieBia off Loadoii with a handaome 
fiaee or plate, exprenly Ibr havieg captaed a Faeeeh frigate of 
^ superior force." 

Commodore Truxton carried his prize to the island of St.- 
Kitt'a. The laaucgaiita cniised Dor a fiftw years in the A m erican 
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wunee, wad was then mteoded to bemiored to Fhuiee; hat,vx 
the mean time, she became lost at sea. Captain Baireant* 

towards the end of the present year, was tried by a court-martial 
at Lorient for the loss of his ship, and, after an investigatioa 
which lasted nine days, honourably acquitted, chiefly because 
of the enormous disparity of force between the two vessels. 

Of the relative force in the above case it will be sulhcient to 
state that the Constellation at this time mounted, although she 
aftemaidseicliaiifled them for eighteeiiSy 28 long 24-pminderi 
in tbe main deck, and 10 long 12-pounders9 with ten 32- 
poonder canronades, on the quarterdeck and foeoastle ; total 48 
^ns : the French say 50. The Insurgente was armed, accord- 
ing to the French accounts, with trcnte-six canons," meaning 
without her four carronades ; making her guns in all 40 ; as 
enumerated in Commodore Truxton's letter, and particularised 
at No. 7 of the little table at p. j4 of the first volume. 

On tbe 22d of FebmaiTy at a quarter past 12 at noon, the 
town of MarbeUa in SpramrinffnortliHM>rtli-west distant three 
Icacucs, the British brig-sloop Espoir, of fourteen 6-pounders 
and 80 men and boys, Captain James Sanders, discovered in tbe 
south-east and windward quarter two brigs and two xebecs. 
Both of the latter and one of the former appearing to be 
cruisers, the Espoir hoisted her colours ; whereupon one of the 
brigs and one of the xebecs hoisted Spanish colours, and, with 
tiie other xebec, formed in line ahead, to receive the Espoir. 
The second brig was a Moofish vessel, which had been towed 
by one of the others, and was now cast off. The Espmrimmir- 
diately baoled to the wind in chase, but was unable to weaUier 
her two opponents ; with whom, however, the Espoir exchanged 
broadsides in passing, on opposite tacks. The Espoir then put 
about, and soon brought to close action the leewardmost of the 
vessels, which was his catholic majesty's xebec Africa, Captain 
JosefSubjado,mounting 14 long Spanish 4-pounder8 and four brass 
4-poander swivels, with a crew of 75 seamen and 38 sddien. The 
iinng continued with spirit for an hour and a half; when, a - 
vonrable oppmrtonity presenting itself, the Africa was boarded, and 
after a sharp struggle of 20 minutes carried, by the British crew* 
The Africa's two consorts, in the mean time, had continued stand- 
ing on towards the shore, which, when the action ended, was only 
three miles distant ; and they eventually efl'ected their escape. 

The Espoir's loss on this occasion amounted to two seamen 
IdUed, ana two wounded. That of the Africa amounted to one 
cfficer and eight seamen killed, her commander, two eAer 
4>fiicers, and 25 seamen wounded. 

Ihe British 74^gnn ship Majestic, Captain Robert Cathhert^ 
vras in sight during the action, but, being between five and 
six miles to leeward, had of course no share in it. Captain Sub- 
jado, while he lay wounded in the Espoir's cabin, told Captain 
Zanders, that be fully expected to have carried the Espoir inte 
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Malaga. Upon the whole, the result of the action was highlj 
cpsditabk to the offioen and crew of the BritiBh brig. 

In the month of Jaue, 1798, we left Rear-edmiral Sercey at 
Batavia, whither he had just arrived from the Itle of France in 
the Br^le-Gueule corvette.* Of the subsequent cmises and 
performances of several of his frigates, we have since o^iven some 
account The Forte herself now demands our attention. Some- 
time in the latter end of the year 1798, this formidable French 
frigate, commanded by Captain £eaulieu-le-Long, sailed from 
the klBof Franoeonftoniiiemtheliftyof BengiL Tfaedepre- 
dationa committed by the Forte on eastern commeroe sooq 
attmeted attention; and on the 19th of February, the British 
38-gan fingp^ Sibylle, Captain Edward Cooke, sailed from 
Madras road in quest of her. On the 23d the Sibyl Ic fell in 
with a cartel, bound to Madras, having on board some English 
prisoners taken out of one of the Forte's prizes, and on the 26th, 
anchored in Balasore road. While lying here, Captain Cooke 
despatched his boats for information to some country ships also 
in the loady but without au ece oa. The SibyOe then weighed, 
and bent her eourte towaida the Sand-heads off the n? er of 
Bengal. \ 

Although no information had been gained respecting the 
mesent movements of the Forte, enough had been learned of her 
formidable force to alarm a man ot less intrepidity, or of less 
zeal in the duties of his profession, than the captain of the 
Sibylle. When the officer, in' charge of the Forte's cartel fallen 
in widi on the 23d, was brought on board the Sibylle, and 
informed of the speciid object of her cruise, he at once candidly 
pronounced her to be no match for the Forte ; and, antidpatrng 
the glory that, in the event of a contest, \n ould accrue to his 
countrymen, naturally expressed a wish that he had not quitted 
his ship. A Captain Johnstone, also, whose ship, the Ctiance, 
had been taken by the Forte, on coming on board and viewing 
the force of the Sibylle, trembled for the consequences of a 
meetmg ; but, like a brave man, he volonteered to serve in the 
action. 

Let us then, before we proceed further in the accouht of what 
ensued, see how this British and Frencli frigate really stood in 
point of relative force. The Sibylle had been a French 40-g«n 
fri^te, until captured by the Roraney 50, in June, 1794. On 
bemg fitted out in the British service, the Sibylle, a fine Toulon- 
built frigate of 1091 tons, was armed with 44 long 18 and 9 
poimden ; but, subsequently, 10 of her 16 nines were exchanged 
for fourteen 32-pomider canonades. This gave her 28 long 
IS-poundera on m main deck, and six long nines and fourteen 
32-pounder carronadea on the i;^uarteideck and forecastle, total 
48 guns; whieh was the pnciae fonse of the Sibylle on the 

• 8espk8l7. 
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yeflcnt oceaaon. Her net complement, as originally eBtaUisHetf, 
was 297 men and boys ; bnt the ship, at this time, accidentatt]^ 
had on board a greater number, as we shall presently show. 

Frigates, mounting 24-pound ers on the main deck, have always 
been rare. The British possessed none until the three 64b, 
Indefatigable, Anson, and Magnanime, were reduced ; nor the 
nodi antil the ranoBa ivaa l—ii«h ei l. The enpliiie ef Ihe 
latter hy the Biitiih gave birth 4o Bndyaiioo; and, abooC 
ih» tune tiiat the Endymion was launched, the Americans set 
afloat thrae of the Ingest and heaviest fimtes that the world 
had ever seen. The second 24-pounder frigate built by the 
French was, we believe, launched at Rocbefort, in the summer 
of 1795, and she was very appropriately named La Forte. The 
Pomona was about 1270 tons, and mounted twenty-six 
24 pounders on ber main deck. The Forte meMied 140O 
tcnay aod carried, Ibr whidi ihe had ample roonit one gun mcMrB 
of a aide en her oMon de^ than the Fonone; aaaking, with 14 
lon^ eights and four brass 36-pounder oaironadea on ha qeaifop* 
deck and forecastle, a total of 46 gims. 

These, we have no doubt, were all the giros which, with a 
complement of 480 or 500 men, the Forte originally carried- 
But subsequently, when perhaps Rear-admiral Sercey hoisted 
his flag on ooard of her in the beginning of the year 1796, four 
MkditiraaL bma 36-poiinder carranadei were added toher armaK 
BMnt; and, iohaequently again, tiee long Encheh 24-ponBdvfl9 
taken out of some prize proDablyy wera pncea in her two main- 
deck bow-ports ; thus making her guns amount to 52, exclusire 
of eight 1-pounder swivels mounted along the top of her waist 
hammock-nettings. After this, it is hoped, not profitless digres- 
sion, we return to the Sibylle, whom we left hastening towards 
the Sand-heads, which lie off the mouth of Bengal river, in the 
hope there to Met this aametmty fbmidehle mnch frigaCe. 

Oathe28tbyat8h. dOni. p. m., the oater edige of the ip esl et n 
oea-reef hearing by account ahont north-east, the wind a light 
breeze from the south-south-west, and the night dark, the Sibylle, 
then standing to the south-east, observed several flashes in the 
north-west ; which at first were supposed to be vivid lightning, 
very common in this quarter. A repetition of the flashes, how* 
ever, until a few minutes before 9 p. m., when they ceased al- 
together, raised a suspicion that they proceeded from guns. At 
9 p;x. the Sibylle, having extinguished all lights to prefont d»* 
eoveiy, tacked to the westward, and at 9h. SOm. p. m., mm 
three ships in a dnater in the south-east quarter. These were 
the Forte, and two rich prizes which she had just made, the 
Endeavour and Lord Momington country ships from China. 
The flashes had proceeded from the Forte's guns, and she and 
her prizes had gained their present bearing by standing to the 
eastward. 

Rightly conjecturing that flOft of Ihcse ships would prore to 
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lie the objeet of lut 9ttuchyCtMtua Cooke eontinaid to wtmoA to 
ttM f pe rt f wtt d, an onder to get tne weatfaergage ; and sooo after. 

wards the Sibylie pastted about two miles to leeward of them. 
At 10 p. having brought the three ships sufficiently on her 
quarter to enable her to weather them by going on the other 
tick, the Sibylle put about, and, taking in her topgallantsails 
and courses, kept the centre ship, which, from her superior size 
and the lights in her stem, marked her out as the Forte, on her 
lee or larboard bow. The water was at tlus time quite smooth, 
mA. % lofg^ Md. atoady fanaw aliU Uo«rki|; fiom tlM aostli. 
aowth wmt , mtd &a flibyQ^ wider her topsails, jib, and spanker, 
was going about two knots an hoar. Al 11 lu dOn. p. m. the 
Sibylle saw that the three ships were lying to on the ataifaoaid 
taCK, or that on which she was standing. 

At midnight, when the Sibylle had approached within a mile 
of the Forte, the latter's two rows of ports (having two guns of 
a side in her gangways, a small blank space only was observable 
to tha eeabn of the upper row), lighted op as they were, gavo 
the ship a Tory formidable appearanoa. The Forte then nUed, 
hate tt atoys under the SibyUe'a lee bow, and, as her larboard 
guns began to bear, fired six or sewn of them, the instant and 
principal effect of which was to bring down her opponent's jib. 
The Forte, as she passed on, fired also her after guns, and one of 
the prizes opened her fire ; but still the Sibylle, as a proof of the 
judgment of her commander and the steadiness of her crew, 
lasOTfied her fire for a shorter and aMMO effaottm dirtanoe, 

The patiemsa «f the latter, howcTer, was pnt to no longto a 
hnal thaa natil the Foito passed abaft the beam of their ship ; 
vhan, at three quarters past midnight, the Sib]|lle put her helm 
up, and fired the whole of her larboard broadside into the Forte's 
stem, at less than pistol-shot distance ; so close, indeed, that 
the French ship's spanker-boom was scarcely cleared. Luffing 
quickly up, the Sibylle was presently close alongside her an- 
tegoniat to leeward, and powed to a aeeond biOMside as ivdl 
dkaeled as tibe pianoaa lakins onOi The hearing up of the 
Sibylle had been ao sadden aaa oaeipacted, that several of the 
Forte's larboard or weathor gaiia nent off after the fomer had 
paaaed to leeward. 

Thus this furious night-action commenced. For nearly the 
first hour, during which the two sliips lay broadside to broadside 
at a distance that never exceeded point-blank musket-rau^e and 
was sometimes much nearer, the Forte returned a spirited, but 
ftr too elevated and ooaaaqpuntly an ahaost hanadess fire. At 
1 k 30 m. A. M. oo tha let of March, Captam Cooke was mortally 
wounded by a grape-sho^ and the command devolved upoa 
lieutenant Lucius Hardyman. About ten minutes after Cap- 
tain Cooke had been carried below. Captain Davies of the array, 
an aide-de-camp of Lord Mornington's and a volunteer on this 
occasion, while encouraging the men at the quarterdeck guus^ 
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of some of wliicli he had chaigei was killed by a cannon-sbbt 
^at nearly severed his body. At this time toe fire from the 
Porte began to slacken, and at 2li. 90m. a.m. entiidy 

ceased. 

On this the Sibylle discontinued her fire, and hailed to know 
if her antagonist had struck. Receiving no reply, although the 
ships were still so close that the voices of the Forte's people 
were distinctly heard, the Sibylle recommenced firing with re- 
newed vigour. Finding no return, the British frigate a second 
tine ceased, and a secood time hailed, bot again without eflbct 
At this moment, perceiving the Forte's ri^ng filled widi men, 
and her topgallanlBails loose, as if with the intention of endea- 
vouring to escape, the Sibylle recommenced her firing for the 
third time, and set her own foresail and topgallantsails. In five 
minutes after this the Forte's mizenmast came down, and in 
another minute or two her fore and main masts and bowsprit. 
The Sibylle ceased firing ; her crew gave three cheers ; and thus, 
at 2 h. 28 m. A. m., being about two hours and a half fiom its 
commencement, the action ended. 

The Sibylle immediately dropped her anchor in 17 fiuhomsy 
and all hands began repairing the rigging and bending new sails. 
At about three p. m. one of the English prisoners on board the 
Forte, finding^ that the ship was drifting upon the Sibylle, hailed 
the latter to request that a boat might be sent on board, as all 
theirs had been shot to pieces. Although no doubt existed on 
board the Sibylle, as to the name of the ship of which she had 
made such a wreck, the question was nut. and " Hie F^nch 
firigate Forte," was the answer retnmed. While possession is 
taking of the prize, we will give some account of the damage and 
loss of the ship that had so gallantly captured her. 

The Sibylle had most of her standing, and all her running rig- 
ging and sails shot to pieces, all her masts and yards, particu- 
larly the main and mizen masts, and the yards on them, badly 
wounded ; but, with all this the Sibylle had only received 
in the hull and upperwoiks six shot: one of which, however, 
bad dismounted a eun, and another, a 24-pottnder, having en- 
tered one of the officer^s cabins, had shivered to atoms a Tame 
trunk and a smaller one near it, carried away two l^s of a son, 
and passed out through the ship's side. 

Before stating the Sibylle's loss of men, it will be necessary 
for us to show what number were on board at the commence- 
ment of the action. Owing to sickness, the Sibylle's original 
crew, according to a muster taken fom days hdan action, 
had been reduced to 221 officers and seamen, 10 boys and nine 
marines; and many of these were scarcely well enough to go to 
quarters. To make up the deficiency, the governor-general o£ 
India sent on board the Sibylle a detachment of the Scotch bri- 
gade ; and some officers and men belonging to the Fox, including 
Lieutenant James liuigston Tuckey, also joined the ^^ibyiie out 



i^iyui^LO Uy Google 



1799, 



SIBYLLE AND FORTE. 



329 



of a prize which they liad brought to Madras ; thus making the 
•apmmnttiriM tmomit to 13 1, and tiie total of men and boys 
OQ board to 371. Of these the Sibylle had Captain Davies 
(alicady described as one of the Earl ci Mornington's aides-de- 
camp), one seaman, one marine^ and two soldiers lulled, and 
Captain Cooke (mortally), 15 seamen^ and ooe soldier wounded; 
total, five killed, and 17 wounded. 

When Lieutenant Nicholas Manfjer, third of the Sibylle, with 
his boat's crew, went on board the Forte, the scene of wreck and 
carnage that presented itself to their view was such, by all ac- 
oomt, as no other persons than the actual spectators could fom 
an adequate idea. A summary on our part must suffice. Tho 
howsprit had gone close to the figure-head, the foremast one foot 
aibove the forecastle, the mainmast 18 feet above the quarter- 
deck, and the mizenmast 10 feet above the poop. As the masts 
had fallen with all the sails set, it was remarked that the three 
topsails were very slightly injured; the Sibylle's shot had taken 
a lower and more fatal direction. All the boats, booms, the 
wheel, capstan, binnacle, and other articles on deck were cut to 
pieces. A most extraordinary circnmstance, too, the forecastle 
oell was pierced by a grape snot and yet not cracked : it is still, 
we believe, to be seen at Fort-William, Calcutta. 

The Forte's upperworks were lined with cork to prevent splin- 
ters ; and, for the same purpose, nettings wore fixed fore and 
aft, as well on the main aeck as on the quarterdeck, forecastle 
and gangways. Another stout netting was spread, like an awn- 
ing, over the ijaarterdeek. This is common on board French 
ahips ; and, being put up to prevent blocks and other heavy 
articles falling iirom aloft on the heads of the officers, is appro- 
priately named "la sauve-t^te." The starboard, quarteraeck 
and forecastle bulwarks were completely destroyed ; and the 
same side of the Forte, from the bends upwards, was nearly beat 
in. Upwards of 300 round-shot were counted in her hull; 
several of her guns were dismounted; and, as already men- 
tioned, her very cables in the tiers were rendered unserviceable; 

The km on board the Forte mi^ well have been severe. Let 
vs first ascertain what number of men she had on board. It 
appears that her original ciew, including a portion of Malays 
taken on board at Batavia, amounted to 613 men and boys. 
Of this number she had sent away in various prizes, accord in[^ 
to the account given by her officers, 143 : leaving 370 as the 
number present in the action. Of these she lost, as appears, 65 
killed, indoding her captain, first lieutenant, and some other 
officers, and 80 womided, including also several of her officers : 
of these 80 wounded, many died after suffering amputation. 

The number of prisoners, inclndinj: tlic wounded, amounted 
to 305 ; which, with the 65 represented as killed, makes the 370. 
This, we must observe, is more by 10 than tlio number sworn to 
by the French officers^ to entitle the captors to head-money ; 

VOL. II. 2 B 



330 UGUT SQUAOBJ0N8 AMD SSHGLE SHIPS. 1799. 

and which nmnber, if oonect, wooM redaee itut killed to 6&> 
In the pTeMt OMe, howeter, we are disposed to rely mm wpm 
Iheaccoent that gives 370 as the number on board ; b e c aiHO «e 
befiere that the officers deposing, if officers at all, were not of & 
link to be entitled to implicit credit, or even to be well informed, 
in a matter of this nature ; es|>eciaUy, where so many draughts 
had been made from the crew into prizes, iacludiDg two a few 
hours only before the action commenced. 

We are not quite certain as to the propriety of cooeideriiig ihm 
Votie'k two Bnglish 24-poiiiiden as part of ImbnmkiddigmM^ 
We doidity vriMthey wera of a iB«e» eboiter pittem 1^ 
MB, ir h et h er they codld be used otherwise thn M «hM* 
^ns. It appears, however, that the Forte wm MAweqaently 
established w ith 30 guns for her main deck ; hence we 
eoodude that she bad brotdeide ports to fit tbemto. 



COMPABATITB FOBCB OF THE CQUBHTAWn, 



5K0. 
tlbs. 

•••••• M* No. 

Size 



smujL 
24 



S71 



Mars. 

as 



MM 



Here in point of guns, is a slight superiority on the part of 
tiie French frigate ; but still the issue of the combat is far less 
■•q3cisiiM[ thaa that, after a does engasenentof too hma^ Aa 
Bfilirii mgate ^oold hnm escaped win eo tiiflingaloes. So* 
fenl eawKs, we believe, combined to produce tUi jfii^ntj^ m 
execution. We must consider, in spite of some assertions to the 
contrary, that the Forte was in an iin prepared state when she 
wore to attack the Sibylle. Either her people mistook the latter, 
in the dark, for an Indiaroan, and were only undeceived when the 
Sibylle's raking broadside laid so many of them low ; or, as some 
of tt» English piiuneiaQftbeaiiaAensMNlsfllite^ 
menknewtitteliipadvaiioiiigtobetlw SiVjUe, bqt,cna uwt 
of their laperioaty ef ibne, eg p e c ied to nake^f inr an auy 
conquest. 

An officer present in the action, and whose name, were we per- 
mitted to use it, would give to his remarks tenfold the weight of 
any thing we could offer, has thus accounted for the bad gun- 
nery exhibited by the Forte's men : " The only good reason that 
cam be given for their ill-directed fire (for they bad trauied 



stalioiied at every gun), m tluit^ mm hmng ^Immm 
need to elevate tfaesr gani ftr point-blank mige, or aboat a mm, 
on a Jevely they never oonttdeeed tiwt tbeir shot would natmally 
pass over a low object so much nearer to them." To this may 

undoubtedly be added, the destructive and appalling effects of 
the Sibylle's first two broadRides, and the early fall of the Forte's 
brave captain and his first lieutenant ; a loss the more sensibly 
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MlbjlMrMi^BaeeovDtof the abBenottnpfini ofsevmlol ' 

■8V offioCIl* 

For their most ezcelleDt guimery, the grcetert credit is due to 
the crew of the Sibylle ; not forgetting their officers, by whose 
practical instructions, constantly applied, they had become such 
proficients. We must not pass over witliout notice (especially 
as none is taken of them in the gazette-letter) the of&cers and 
men of the Scotch brigade. These, during the action, were sta- 
tioacd e^tke gangways, qeerteidseky end ibfeoMtle; and ^ 
effects of their vuemittiBg&ie wefeseeii in innuiienihle liellefe* 
Mm alldbagthe Fode'e lopiidee, wd wen felt, we doubt nol^ 
by many a poor fellow who, as is customary with the Fieaet^ 
was employed in loading his gun on the outside of the ship. 

It is singular that the Forte, as far as was observed, used no 
musketry m the action ; and although she had on board a va- 
oety of destructive missiles, such as hand-grenades, langridge, 
«M voekels wiAb hadw inlmded to fix wpea end let fire to m 
«il8 end rigging, they fenwiMd vntiaed* In eoodaaieii, we will 
fliy, that the action of the Sibylle and Forte was gallantly foushi 
OB both sides, but akillttUy fooght on oae aide only ; the weaker 
aide, and, by the due exereiae of that very akiU^ the one wfai^ 
was ultimately successful. 

The Forte's stream-anchor (all her bower-cables had been 
cut through by shot), after it had been let ^o, fell foul of the 
wieck of the foiemaat and bowapdi; and Liantwiant Manger 
wna el%ed» 6t IIm aafeiy of the akpy to ekar the atreao»-aneto 
fifom the wcedky wlueli eonid only be done hj slipping the cablow 
The Sibylle now seat the end of her bower-cable to the prize; 
and the Forte, in thecoKMOof a. few aamtea lode by the Sip 
bylle's anchor. 

During the action the Sibylle had been too much occupied to 
|]ay any attention to the Forte's two prizes. At daylight these 
Were seen lying to, hull-down to windward. By way of decoy- 
ing them oown, French colours OTer English were hoisted on 
boasd the SihyUe, and, upon the stumps of the Forte's mizen- 
laaet, French colours only. Presently the Mornington hova 
dewo. On observing this the Sibvlle, who had already repaired 
her rigging forward where it had been most damaged, and heat 
new sails, began getting under way ; but the few hands remain- 
uag on board after having manned the Forte being greatly 
fetisued, as well with their last night's hard work in making 
the latter their prise aa with the loss of rest fiom having slept 
nowhere but at dieir quarters since their departure from Madras, 
were a longer time than usual in performing their task. In the 
mean time the Mornington, having arrived within long gun-shot, 
discovered her mistake, she immediately tacked and stood away, 
under a heavy press of sail, to rejoin the Endeavour, to whom 
she made signals apprizing her of the danger. Lying directly 
<ui the weatli«c bow of Uie Furte^ the bibylie was delayed soma 
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muitites in makine saiK At length the cleared her prize, and 
set all aatl on her lore and mizen uiasts, but very little upon her 
mainmast on account of its wound^s. No sooner was the mizen 
topsail full, than the cross-jack yard went. Hence, after about 
an hour's chase, and the dischartre of a few shots from her bow- 
guns, the Sibyl le was obliged to returu without success to her 
anchorage near the Forte. 

The two frigates remained at anchor off the Sandheads, until 
the Sibylle had finished and secured her maata, and the Forte 
rigged herself jury-ones. This occupied two or three days : at 
the end of which time the SibyilOp taking the Forte in tonr, 
steered towards Calcutta. On arriving there, the Forte was 
added to the British navy as a 44-gun frigate, established with 
thirty long 24-pounders on the main deck, and twenty 32- 
pounder carronades and two long Ti-pounders on the quarter- 
deck and forecastle, total 62 guns ; and the command of her 
was given, pro tempore, to Lieutenant Hardyman (proinoted ta 
commander on the occasion), who Imd so gallantly fought the 
action after his captain had been carried below. It being ia 
our power to give tlie names of the other commissioned officers 
present in this very gallant action, we gladly state that James 
G. Vashon was the second lieutenant, and James Douglas, the 
master. The names of the first and third lieutenants, and also 
of the volunteer lieutenant from the Fox, have already appeared* 
Ko marine officer was on board. 

' Some of the published acconnta having represented the Forte'a 
quarterdeck and forecastle guns as " 12-poondera," we here 
subjoin the weight, in French and English pounds^ of eveiy 
nature of gun which the ship had on board. 

F^. wt. Eng. wt. 
11m. Cwt. qn. Iba. 
Long '24-poundcr, iion ..... 6240 = 51 1 0 

8-pounder, , 3150 ^ 25 3 14 

Car. 36-i>oundcr, brass 802 = 6 2 10 

The loss of the Forte by shipwreck, before she vras hron^t 

to a port of England, and properly surveyed and measured, 

prevents us from giving a very accurate account of her principal 
dimensions, as well as of establishino; some other doubtful facts 
concerning her. With such materials as we have, we present 
the following as the relative length and breadth of the two 

IViivmCas * 

Ln>Klb of Extr«M 

'tween d«cka. breidtk. 

t Ai . ^ r~ ^ 

ft in. fU fm. 

Sibylle 154 3 40 1^ 

Porte 170 0 43 3 

Before we take our final leave of this action, we must offer a 
remark or two upon the account given of it by a contemporary. 
That account, to be sure, is contained in a very few lines ; but 
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stilly upon ooe wbo has raad the praoeding acooants in tlie work, 
aad wno wMy not be oCfaenfiae infonned as to the merits of this 
particalar action, it is calculated to prodace very erroDeous im» 
pressions. " La Forte, a French frigate of the largest class, 
waa captured on the 28th of February, by his majesty's ship 
La Sibylle, of forty-four guns, commanded by Captain Edward 
Cooke."* 

Now, nearly all the French l8-pounder frigates, whose cap- 
tnvs is noticed in the same woik, are lepresented as frigates "of 
the hugest ehus,'' or " of the fifst dass/' which amounts to the 
same ; while the two captured Fieneh 24-pounder frigates, the 
Pomone and Immortalitfiy hnve the calibers of their guns caie* 
fully expressed. Hence, why may not the reader infer, that the 
Forte was an 18-pounder frigate, similar, for instance, to the Vir- 
ginie, " one of tne finest frigates in the French navy."+ On 
the other hand, as all British frigates, agreeing in their real force 
witii the Sibylle, are described as of thirty-eight guns/' who 
hut would imagine, that the Sibylle, deolared to be ''of forty* 
foor gonsy** was a frigate of a higher dassy and consequently of 
n greater force, than they weiel 

Captain Cooke's principal wound was not merely a mortal, 
but a most painful one. It was occasioned by a large-sized 
grape-shot, which, after passing: through the flesh on the inside 
of the arm, had entered the side and came out near the spine. 
His other arm and his breast were also wounded. After lin. 
gering at Calcutta until the 26th of the ensning May, th» 
active and enterprising offioer (see his pvoeeedings atTonloa 
nild Manilla) died, how generally lamented it would be super* 
fluous to add. He was buried with tlie highest military honours, 
and a monument was erected to his memory by the honourable 
court of East India directors. After Captain Cooke's death. 
Captain Hardyman continued in command of the Forte, and 
was made post on the 27th of January, 1800. 

On the l8th of March, at davlisht, the Isle of Bas, beating 
south-east distant nine leasnes, the British hired the armed brig 
Telegraph, of 14 oarrooades, Id-pouuders, and two long sixes, 
with sixty men and boys, commanded by Lieutenant James 
Andrew Worth, discovered about two miles on her lee bow, the 
French privateer-brig Hirondelle, of 16 guns (8 and 6 poundei*s) 
and 72 men on board, out of a complement of 89. The Hiron- 
delle immediately tacked, and stood towards the Telegraph. 
At 7 h. 90 aa» a. m., the two brigs, having got dose alongside 
each other, commenced a spirited cannonade. During the pro- 

fress of the action, each vessel vainly tried, several times, to 
oard the other. At length, after the struggle had continued 
three hours and a half; and when, having had all her rigt^ing 
shot away, she was in an unmanageable state, the UirondeUo 
struck her colours. 

* BreotOB^ vol 175» f Ibid., vol* i., p. 307. 
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The Teleffmpk Imd five men wounded ; tiw HirondiUi iff* 

killed, and 14 wounded. In this close engagement the camm- 
ades of the Telegraph produced their full eftect, and Lieutenant 
Worth, who was promoted to the rank of commander on the 
occasion, Mr. George Gibbs, the master, and the remainder of 
Uiii British oihcerz* and crew, conducted theaoselves in a very 
creditable manner; nor, eoiMenDg the obetinate defence iSbgf 
Bude, can nmeli leea be aiid of ibm cffieera and aen of tlie 
Hifondelle. 

On the 30th of March the Britisb fiigale Tieli^ 

Captain Robert Waller Otway, while cruising, in company with 
the 12-gun cutter Sparrow, Lieutenant John Wiley, on the west 
end of the island of Porto-Rico, discovered, in a small bay- 
about seven leagues to the northward of Cape Roxo, a Spanish 
merchant ship and three Bchooners at anchor in shoal wafcer, 
doee to the inon^ and nnder the protedioa of a 5-giiQ baUeiy. 
Gaptain Otway immedietely despatched the boats of the alan^ 
commanded by Lieutenants Nathaniel BelchierandGeom^ Balr- 
derston, and Lieutenant George M'Gie of the marines, and 
covered by the Sparrow, to attempt cutting them out. A party 
of marines under Lieutenant M'Gie, and of seamen under Lieu- 
tenant Belchier, landed and stormed the battery ; which, after 
killing five and wounding; several of the Spaniards stationed at 
it, they canned. While me Blitiih on Aatt wem encased m 
i^iking the guns and destroying the battery, those in the CK)ati> 
led by Lieutenant Balderston, and greatly assisted by the fire 
from the Sparrow, boarded and brought off the ship and one oat 
of the three schooners, two of which had been scuttled by the 
Spaniards. This creditable exploit was effected with no greater 
loss to the British than two seamen and one corporal of marioea 
wounded. 

On the 9th of April, early in the mcmiiig, the BritUb 18* 
pounder d6-gmi fri^te SanrFiapmso^ Captain Sir Harry Neali^ 

and 38-gun frigate Amelia, Captain the Honoviahle Charles 
Heri>ert, having reconnoitred two French frigates at anchor in 
the port of Loiient, stood towards Belle- Isle. As the British 
approached, some vessels were seen at anchor in the great road, 
but, being under the land, were not distinguishable until the 
frigates had run the whole length of the island; whm the 
atiangen were at once seen to be three French frigates and • 
laij^ cutter gun wwi, lamas then: tofMail yaida hoMted reidj 
In: a start At this instant, whioh was iost at 9 a. m a nddea 
and heavy squall of wind from the north-west carried away the 
Amelia's main topmast, and fore and nui&a topgallantmasts ; the 
topmast, in its md, tesicing agraat pact of the mainaail fix>m. the 
yard. 

at So fine an opportunitv was not lost upon the French com- 
modore ; whose three frigates, the Cornelie, Vengeance, and 
86millaaie» dropping thsir topsails, got under way^ aadj accomr 
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ied by the gun-veasel, made sail in lioe ahead towards the 
BiMh fir^atai. Tha San-Fiorenio tniMdialely nada IIm 
■gBal to prepare for battle; and, followed by tha Aaielia» stood 
on to meet tlw Fkcneh. After the Sau-Fiorenzo had shortened 
9tal to keep company with her disabled consort, the two fri- 
gates bore up in close order, preserving the weathergage. The 
Comelie, Vengeance, Semillante, and gun-vessel now tacked to 
engage, and at 10 h. 10 m. a. m. opened their broadsides upon 
the San-Fiorenzo and AmeUa; who promptly returned the 

hk ihm MUHHT tba mdAm wmumotA, a battery on HsBiUe 

ndu occasionally joining in the cannonade. So disinclined 
won tha EMBcb to a close combat, that tbe British had to bear 
np three times in order to be within gun-shot. At Ira^th, at 
about 1 h. 5 m. p. m., the three French frigates, two of which ap- 
peared to be much crippled, wore, and, followed by the gun- 
Tessel, effected their escape ; the frigates bearing up for the 
iiMr Loirey and the gun-miel tettmiine to Belle-lSe. 

hk Hub ona boar and 56 Bunutes^ en^ement, tha San- 
Fioiaiaobad all ber lower masts wounded, and her spanker- 
boom, wad most of her staiboani shrouds and naming rigghi|;» 
shot away. The Amelia's damages by the enemy's shot weie 
nearly to the same extent ; but she was in a more disabled state 
than the San-Fiorenzo, in consequence of the previous loss of 
ber main topmast and fore and mizen topgallantmasts. The San- 
Ebfamo, out of a compiement of 271 mm and boys, had one 
MBMD luHsd and ISaeamsn wovodad, two of tbem teiaaroasly ; 
the Amelia, out of her net complesMtaf 281 men and ooys^one 
Hidsbipiim (Mr. Bayley) sad ana aaHBttikiUad^and 17 seaaam 
wounded, one of them dangerously. 

A French brig, which the San-Fiorenzo captured on the even- 
ing of the action, and which had just quitted the Loire, repre- 
sented the loss on board the French frigates as particularly 
sevsere ; and that the commodore's ship alone, the Comelie, had 
u pw ar d s of 100 men kdlsd and weni»dad« iaokidUag among tha 
li&ter, ibe coaunodare bimaelfl Aeosv&g to a pangnpb ia 
tba Monilaur, Captain Caro of the Vengeance was mortally 
wounded, and the loss of the Semillante included 15 men killed. 

Without reckoning the gun-vessel, or the battery on Hsdic 
rocks, there was, in this action between two British 18-pounder 
frigates and two French 18-pounder and one 12-pounder frigate, 
and whose aggregate crews alone must have amounted to very 
fowabort of lOOOasea, a anfleiiait disparity of forca to OBEoka 
supnsa at thaidNUidoBmflBt ef tba eonlsst hf tha Freadi sbipSi 
The latter wera mat by the English ships idmost within the jaws 
of their own port: the Frencn coannodore, thenfos^ had no 
interference to dread, and in the event of success, might have 
harboured his prises before the son had even set upon his 
victory. 
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The comparatively heavy metal of the three British rases, 
Anson, Indefatigable, and Magnanime, invested them mUtk sock 
powers of obiquity, tiiat every British single-deeked ship hnger 
uumeslocp, seen or encountered alon^ tne French coast, was- 
pronounced " un vaisscau rase." As the difference in siss be- 
tween the Amelia and San-Fiorenzo (two French frigates origin- 
ally, one the Proserpine, the other the Minerve) was only 27 tons, 
we are at a loss to conceive to which of the two the Moniteur 
meant to apply the wonder-working designation. At all events, 
whatever may be thought of the condnet of the French coromo- 
dove, there can be but one opinion, among those acqnainted widi 
the facts, as to the gallant behaviour, and the (let the French 
themselves speak to that) well-directed fire, of Captains Neale 
and Herbert, and their respective officers and ships' companies. 

On the 13th of April, the east end of Jamaica bearing south- 
south-west distant 25 leagues, the British 14-gun bng-sloop 
Amuranthe (12 carronades, 24-pounders, and two light long 
gmis), Captain Francis Vesey, after a long chase came up with 
and engaged, nearty within pistol-shot, the Preneh seboooer 
letter-oNmarque Vengeur, of six 4-pounders ; and the latter, not- 
withstanding ner great inferiority of force, fought for one hoar 
and eight minutes. 

The Amaranthe, out of a crew of 86 men and boys, had one 
quartermaster killed, and three seamen slightly wounded ; and 
the Vengeur, out of a crew of 36, including passengers, 14 men 
killed and five wounded, one of them mortally. 'Hie schooner 
was from San-Jago de Cnba bound to JMnue, with a caigo of 
flour. The noble defence, made bj her officers, ciewy and pas- 
sengers, was worthy of etery praise, and to the credit of Uap* 
tain Vesey, did not pass unnoticed by him. 

On the 4th of May the British 10-gun polacre Fortune, com- 
manded by Lieutenant Lewis Davis, in company with the Dame- 
de-Grace, a prize gun-boat, sailed from the bay of Acre, having 
been ordered by Sir Sidney Smith, of the Tigre, to cruise for 
tiiree we^ on the coast of Syria, in older to cut off any sup- 
plies that might arrive from Alexandria fer tiie use of the rrendi 
army before Acre. On the 8th, at 3 A.M., when about four 
miles from the shore near Jaffa, the Fortune and gun-boat fell 
in with Rear-admiral Perrce's squadron, of three frigates and 
two bn^s. At daybreak one of the latter, the Salamiiie, display- 
ing a Bntish red ensign, ran alongside of the Fortune. Lieute- 
nant Davis hailed her, and was answered with a broadside and 
a Tolley of musketry ; after which the Salamine hauled down 
tiie Bntish, and hoisted French colours. The Fortune promptly 
letumed the salute, and a smart conflict ensued. 

At 6 A. M. all the cartridges, and the greater part of the shots, 
of the Fortune were expended, three of her guns dismounted, 
and her masts, yards, and rig2;ing cut to pieces. While she was 
in this utterly defenceless state, the Salamine came close upoa 
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her larboard quarter with intent to board ; whereupon the For- 
tane, seeing the three fri^tes also approaching, straok her 
pendant; her colours, having just beeii shot away the thiid 
time, were already down. 

The Fortune's gang were French 4 and 3 pounders, all in bad 
condition, and her crew amounted to 28 ; of Whom she had two 
seamen killed, and her commander and three seamen wounded. 
The Salamine mounted 16 lon<:^ French 6-pounders, with a crew 
of 126 men. What loss or damage, if any, the Salamine sus- 
tained does not appear. The eua-boat also fell into the hands 
of H. Penr^y who immediatery eenttled and sank both his 
prizes. 

The Fortune had been captured on the 1 1th of the preceding 
August by the Swiftsure 74. She was then called, by mistake, 
a corvette of 18 guns. The Fortune, in fact, was a mere shell 
of a vessel, and measured only 150 tons; while the Salamine, 
which was afterwards in the British service, was a regular man- 
of-war brig, and measured 240 tons. Considering the very great 
disparity of force, the defence of the Fortune was highly cradit- 
able to her commander and crew* 

On the 12th of May, in the mommg, the British hired armed 
cutter Courier, of twelve 4-pounders and 40 men, commanded by 
Lieutenant Thomas Searle, while on her way from Yarmouth 
roads, to join the Latona frigate off' the Texel, discovered an 
armed brig about eight or nine leagues off Winterton, in the act 
of capturing a merchant sloou. The Courier immediately made 
sail, and at 1 h. 30 m. p. m.. Drought to close action a French 
prifateer of 16 guns. The two yanels continued engaged at 
close quarters for an hour and 40 minutes ; when the bng, bein^ 
the better sailer, and having the advantage of the wind, effected 
her escape. The Courier continued in chase until midnight ; at 
which time, the weather becoming thick, she lost si^ht of her 
adversary. The Courier had five men wounded. The obvious 
damages received by the brig, whose guns were afterwards ascer* 
tabea to have beoi 6 and 8 pounders, indicated that her loss 
was far more severe than the cutler^i. A French lugeeiw 
privateer lay to leeward during tiie whole of the aotion^nt 
erinced no inclination to interfere. 

On the 13th, at daylitrht, Lieutenant Searle saw a sail in the 
north-east, which he at first judged to be his old opponent; but, 
the vessel, as the Courier neared her in chase, proved to be 
schooner-rigged. At 8 a.m. the cutter arrived up with, and 
without any reisttance captured, the French privateetHMhooner 
Ribottenr, of four (originally six) 3-pounders and 26 men; a 
consort, as it tamed out, of the bri^ which Lieutenant Searle;, 
with so much gallantry and effect, had engaged the day before. 
• On the 9th of June, the British 12-pounder, 32-gun frigate. 

Success, Captain Shuldham Peard, chased a Spanish polacre 
into the harbour of La SeWa^ a small port about two leaguea to 
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ihe lortlhwaid of Cape Cienx. There being do appeeraiice of 
iMtteries to defend tiM harboiiry and the weather beiBg favour 
able, Caftain Peacd detadied 42 officers and men in three of 

the frigate's boats, under the command of Lieutenant Philip 
Facey in the barge, assisted by Lieutenant Gustavus Stupart in 
tlie launch, and Lieutenant John Davison, of the marines, in the 
cutter, to endeavour to bring out the polacre ; with instructions, 
however, to Lieutenant Facey to leturn, should he had any 
o{)po8ition of eonseqaence. 

Nolmlhitaiiduig that tba polam, ivfaisb wtm the Bellkto- 
Aurora, from Genoa bound to Bamekma, laden with cotton^ 
silk, and rice, mounted 10 carriage-guns, 8 and 6 pounder^ 
had on board a crew of 113 men, and was surrounded with a 
boarding-netting, and supported by a small battery, and by a 
large body of men at small-arms on the shore. Lieutenant Facey 
(himself the first on the enemy''s deck), and the 41 officers and 
men under his command, gallantly carried and brought out the 

Thk bold and wall-eaoducled enteipnee was notv bowever, 

performed without so sonous a loss to the British, as four sea- 
men killed and mortally wounded, and Lieutenant Stupnrt and 
eight seamen badly wounded. For the firmness and bright 
example he had shown on this trying occasion, Lieutenant 
Facnv, a few montlis aflerwards, was deservedly promoted to 
the lauk of commander. 

On the 32d off Jnae, latitade 38^ 60^ north, longitada 3P 
WMt, the- Britisb 18-pouBder 32-gan frigate Alcmdnc^ Captaaa 
Henry Digby,. diseovered a strange ship boarding an American 
'vessel, and was soon afterwards informed by the IsAter that the 
ship, then about two leagues distant was a French privateer. 
The Alcmene immediately proceeded in chase, and by great 
exertions, succeeded during the night, in spite of calms and light 
winds, in getting round the island of Corvo. 
. On the 23d, at daybreak, the privateer again made her ap> 
peatanoe, towing and sweeping ta the westward with all her 
stpmgth. The chase continaed, in this slow manaw, duriair 
the whole of that and the two succeeding days, on one of wbi^ 
the Alcmene passed an English convoy of 40 vessels, in charge 
of two brig-sloops, bound to Lisbon. At length a breeze sprang 
up from the northward, wliich, by 6 a. m. on the 26th, brought 
the Alcmene within gunshot of the privateer. 

A running fight now commenced, and continued, but-without, 
as it appears, any loss or important damage oil either aide, until 
•bont? A.M.; whcn^ iahUitade 38<* 33' north, longilude 33^ 
west, the French privateer Courageux, of Bordeaux, mountin? 
28 guns, described as 12 and 9 pounders, but moee likely 8 and 
6 pounders, with a complement of 253 men, ccnnmanided by 
Captain Jean Barnard, struck her colours. 

On the 18th of the succeeding month, having received uk^ 
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Ibrmolioa Iraift tte Brttisli 1ugger-privtto» PhoMihe; GipUin 
Hammoiid, bdonging to Jeraey, of leveral vessela beine in tht 
|Nirt of VWero, on the north-west coasi of Spain, the Aleiii&n^ 
mt tunset, stood into the harbour, and, running between two 

Spanish vessels distant from each other about 500 yards, sent 
Lieutenants Charles Gayton Warren and William Sandford 
Oliver, with armed parties to board them; a service which, these 
officers executed in a spirited and becoming manner. 

One of the vnaoi mt» the FelicidMi» a &p between 700 ttd 
800 tens, ''ineratd ftr 22 pmm^' but, we heUtre, moantiBg 
none, and laden with a caigo of hemfk, lower maats, aad shu»» 
timber, bonad to the arsenal at Fenpu: tbe otker prize was the 
Bisano, a brig of "400 tons," also unarmed, and ladtB witb 
ahip-timbcr and iron, for the same destination. 

As soon as the prizes be^jan to jjet under sail, two forts and a 
detached gun opened upon them and the frigate ; but the smoke 
from the guns of the Alcm^oe, and the gathering shades of night, 
mrenttd tlw cneaiy^ from direeting his guns with effect Aaa 
m¥Otired| and assisted, also, by the PhcBnix lu^er, whose coi»> 
mandet had ^idtaiitl^^ fiallowed the Alcmene into the harbour, 
the two prizes were brought safe off without, as far as the ao*> 
counts the ftlightest casualty to any of tbe parties cei^ 
cerned. 

Ou the 9th of August the British 14 gun brig-sloop Speedy 
(4rpounders, with 80 men and boys). Captain Jahleel Brenton, 
•M 14-gun brig^privateer Defendery of Gibraltar, gave chase to 
three -Spanish amed ▼easels, one of four 6-pounders, another of 
six, and the third often, 8 and 6 pounders ; all of which ran for 
shelter into a small sandy bay, about five leagues to the east- 
ward of Cape de Gata. There they moored themselves in a close 
line, within a boat's length of the beach. The two brigs soon 
opened their fire, and engaged the Spaniards for an hour and 
three quarters, under sail, being unable to get soundings, although 
■1^ moie than m cable's leno^h distant frfXB rocka. 

Finding that to keep under sail and in motion was givini^ an 
advantage to the enemy, the Speedy pished far and obtained an 
anchoiage^ within pistol-slK)t of the centre TesaeL Tbe De^ 
fender, meanwhile, having but 22 men of her crew on board, 
had stood out to meet one of her boats in the offing. After 
three quarters of an hour's cannonade by the Speedy, the Spanish 
crews took to their boats, having first cut the cables oi two of 
tbeir Tesaels, which, in conaeqaence^ droTe on ahoia. Theaa 
and the vessel still afloat were, howew, bnmght off by the 
Speedy's boats, and that under a constant fiia of masketry from 
ihe hills. In tlna well-conducted little entefprise, the Speedy 
had two seamen womided, and the Defender one, but neither 
dan!::;erouslv. On board the Spanish vessels two dead men were 
found. The wounded, if anv, must have been earned on shore. 
^ On tiie llthof August the British. l§-guu bhip-sioop PyladeSy 
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Captain Adam M'Kemie, 16-|uii brig-sloop Es^i^gle, Captain 
James Booider, and 10-gun nired cotter Conner, Lientenant 
Thomas Seaile, part of a light sqnadion under Captain Frank 

Sotheron, of the 38- gun frigate Latona, cruising oft' the coast of 
Holland, proceeded to attack the late British gun-brifj Crash, 
which lay moored in a narrow passao^e between the island of 
Schiermonikoog and the main land of Groningen. The Courier, 
working fastest to windward, was sent ahead, and, in a very 
gallant manner, conmienced encaging the Cmdi, whose force 
was 12 carronades, consisting of eight 18, two 24, and two 32 
pounders, with a crew of 60 men. 

Having frequently not two feet of water more than they drew, 
with the wind right down the channel, and only room for either, 
in tacking, to go twice her length, the Pylades and Espiegle 
found a very difficult navigation. At length they arrived within 
pistol-shot of the Crash, and, in conjunction with the Courier, 
opened a heavy fire upon her. It was not, however, until she 
liad sustained that fire for nearly 50 minutes, that the Crash 
struck her colours. « 

The Pylades and Espiegle were greatly damaged in their rig- 
ging and yards. The latter, as well as the Courier, escaped 
witliout any loss ; but the Pylades had one seamen killed and 
two wounded. Although Captains M'Kenzie and Boordcr each 
wrote an official letter on the subject of this action, and concur 
in repreaenting the long and obstinate defence made by the 
Crash, they neither mentioo her loss, which must have been 
severe, nor the name of the officer who had fought so bravely 
against a force so decidedly superior. 

Previously to the attack of the Crash, the boats of Captain 
Sotheron's two frigates, and of the Pylades and Espitigle, had 
been sent to cut out an armed schooner that lay to the eastward 
of a sand, and could not be otherwise approached. The schooner 
ran herself on shore, and opened a heavy fire on the boats, bj^ 
which one man was killed. The boats then returned to their 
ships. 

On the 12th, at 3 p. m., having fitted out the Crash, and 
armed a schuyt, which the boats had recently cut out, with two 
12- pounder carronades, also the launches of the Latona and 
Pylades each with one, Captain M'Kenzie despatched them, 
accompanied by all the other boats of the ships, some armed 
with swivels, others only with small-arras, under the orders of 
lieutenant James Slade, first of the Latona, assisted by Lieu- 
tenant Salttsbury Prvce flumpbreys, who commanded the schuyt, 
to attack the Dutch schooner Vengeance, of six guns, two of 
them long 24-pounder8, and a large row-boat, both moored 
under a battery of four long 12 and two brass 4 pounders, on 
the island of Schiermonikoog. The Courier was to nave covered 
the boats in their advance, but grounded, and was with diffi- 
culty saved. The Crash, Undaunted (the schuy t's new name)^ 
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and the boats, then went on, until the latter grounded within 
half pistol-shot of, and under a heavy fire firom, the schooner 
and battery. 

Having placed their small-craft as advanta^^eously as they 
could, the British immediately opened a smart fire in return. 
This soon drove the people from the battery; and the crew of 
tlie schooner, j ust as some of the boats were about to board her, 
fan on shore, having previously set fire to their vessel so effeo 
tually that it conld not be eztingnished. Some of the British 
then landed ; and, of the six eans on the battery, spiked 
the four iron 12-pottnderSt and brought off the two brass 4- 
pounder field-pieces. They afterwards took possession of the 
row-boat, and of the 12 schuyts that were lyinoj near her. The 
whole service was executed without the loss of a man on the 
British side ; nor could it be discovered that any loss of lives 
had been sustained by the Dutchmen. 

The Crash, it appears, drawing too much water, had, as well 
as the Courier, grounded so far from the shore as to be of little 
service in co-operating with the boats ; but the Undaunted suc- 
ceeded in getting alongside of the Dutch schooner soon after, as 
already related, the crew had abandoned and set fire to her. 
The tide, however, was so rapid, that the Undaunted could not 
hold on, and the roundness of the sides of the two vessels pre- 
vented Lieutenant Humphreys from springing on board. " He 
therefore seized a rope, and, leaping into the sea, attempted to 
reach the schooner for the purpose of attaching it to her, but 
soon found he had no chance against the tide, and was conse- 
quently obliged to be hauled back to the Undaunted. Fortunate 
for him was this fliilure ; for, scarcely had he obtained a footing 
on his own deck, when an explosion took place oQ board the 
Vengeance, by which she was blown to atoms."* 

On the 20th of August, at 8h. 30 m. A.m., Cordovan light- 
house bearing east by south distant six or seven lei^es, the 
British 38^gun fri|;ate Clyde, Captain Chatles Cunningham, 
having with the wind to the northward just worked off from re- 
connoitring the port of Rocheforte, descried two sail in the south- 
west. The Clyde immediately gave chase, and at 1 1 a.m. made 
them out to be enemy's cruisers standing towards her. At half 
an hour after noon the strancrers, having then approached within 
two miles of the Clyde, bore up and made sail, each going away 
large on a different tack. The Clyde, selecting the one that ap- 
peared the mora formidable of the two^ crowded sail in pursuit. 
At Ih. 30 m. p. M., having arrived within gun-shot, the Clyde 
hoisted her colours and fired a ; whereupon the French 36- 
gun fri^te Vestale (the Terpsichore'^s old opponent), Captain 
Mayor-Michel-Pierre Gaspard, hoisted her colours, and answered 
with a broadside the gun which had been fired by the Clyde. 

* MaishoU, vol. ii., p. 235. 
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A warm en^gement, during which the Vestale made several 
skiltul mancKuvres, now ensued, and continued, without inter- 
mission, for one hour and fifty minutes ; when the French 
frigate, having had all three masts badly woonded, her rigging 
and Bails cut to pieces, and her hull, boih above ad below hw 
w^Jtmfhotf pierced with shot in several places, haokd down her 
flag to the Clyde ; whose principal damages were confined to 
her rigging and sails. The Vestale's consort, which was the 
French 'JO-<^iin corvette Sagesse, wasin8ig^tin-«horeduhngthe 
whole of the action. 

The Clvde, out of her net complement of 281 men and boys, 
had a quartcrmabtcr and one private marine killed, and three 
■eamen wounded. The Vestale, although her established com- 
plement was at least 275, had on board, when the action com- 
III diced, no mere than 230 men. Of these the French frigate 
lost 10 seamen and marines killed, and two ofiicers and 20 seftp- 
men and marinos wounded ; one officer and seveial seamen ailer- 
wards died of their wounds. 

if the Sagesse wilhdrt w owinn-, not to the defection of her 
own, but to the command of tlie Vestale's captain, the latter 
must have Icrmed a Tery erroneous judgment of thtf telatiTe 
strength of himself and his opponent. The Clyde would ttot 
have been overmatched, nor would Captain Cunningham have 
declined fighting, had the two French ships united tbor strength \ 
gainst him. 

Tlie comparative force of the two combatants has already 
appeared in that of the Ilevolutionnaue and Unite.* Tlie Sea- 
horse and Sen.<ible were also similarly matched. Circumstanced 
therefore as he was, Captain Gaspard bdiaved with commend- 
able gallantry, and, as well as his officers and crew, merited the 
most honourable acquittal for the loss of the Vestale. Nor 
could the French captain have a better witness in his favour 
than Captain Cunningham ; who, in his modestly-written oi&- 
cml letter, passes a very high encomium on the behaviour of 
his antagonist. 

Having secured his prize, Captain Cunningham directed his 
attention towards her late consort ; but, availing herself of the 
ikintty of the Gironde, the Sagease bad abeadr effected her 
eacsfpe. Although a fine frigate of 946 tons, the Vestale, ni bar 
two rough encounters, first with the Terpsksfaore, and now with 
the Clyde, had received too much injury to be repaifed witb 
advantege. The captured frigate, tlierefore, was not purchased 
for the use of the British navy. Since tlie capture of the Re- 
anion by the Crescent, and of the Unite by the Revolution- 
naire, it had not been customary to knight the captains of 18- 
j^mmder frigates far their success over m 12-poonder frigatea 
of the enemy. Hence Captaia Cuonkigham was aot so to- 

• See voLl,^4l22. 
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■wBvM; but the Clyde's first lieutenaot, AlsMander HflWit 

Kerr, and who, it will be recollected, lost an eve when seooaA 
lieutenant of the Bostim in her aotioA with the Effibusoadey ivas 

made a commander. 

There is a proverb as old us the hills, which tells us, in meaning 
if not ia words, that an indiscreet friend is often more injurious than 

Tbie is oompleilely eieiiipltied ia the iifitioe 
•taken Vice^ininl Lord Keith of CanUin Ciuiningham*e ex- 
ploit in capturing the Veskale. Hie loraship wrote -thus to the 
admiralty on the occasion: "I have the honour to enclose for 
their lordships* information, a letter from Captain Cunningham, 
of H. M. S. Clyde, containing an account of one of the most 
brilliant transactions which have occurred during the course of 
the war; he having with great gallantry pursued two French 
frigates ; one of which he has captured, and driven the other 
into poit." 

The lords of the admiralty, acting wisely, refrained from pnb- 
lishing this letter ; but a biographical writer has since obtained 

a copy of it, and has, he must excuse us for saying, with less 
than his usual discrimination, inserted it in his work, with the 
following additional information : " His late majesty was at one 
of the theatres, when an account of the above event was brought 
to him. Ue immediately stood up in his box, and commanded 
the news to be communicated to the audience : when ' Hule 
Britamua' was loudl^r called for from every part of the houne^ 
and performed with reiterated applause.'** 

Before taking our final leave of this action, we deem it but 
just to set right another contemporary, in his account of the 
force of the Saixesse. " When the V'estale was first discovered,** 
says Captain Brenton, " her consort of eq^ual force was with 
her."<f- Let us iirst make it clear, that Captain Cunningham was 
no party to this exaggeration. His words are, " ter consort^ 
•the Sagesse, of 30 guns." It so happened, that the British 
sifterwards captured this very Sagesse; and she was then found 
to mount 20 French 8-pounders on the main deck, and eight 
4-pounder8 on the quarterdeck and forecastle. Even this was 
a greater force than the ship, from her size, could conveniently 
carry ; for she measured only 4b 1 tons, or about half as much 
as the Vestale. 

Our contemporary will be ferflMr ebl^ed to us for eorreoting 
him in a mistake lespeetuig the tonnage «r the Clyde. Hesm^ 
¥d].i., p. 44, ''This class (that tf the Arethusa) was soon after 
succeeded by a larger, such as the Artois, Diamond, Diana, 

Seahorse, and Apollo; these were thirty-eight gun frigates of 
eleven hundred tons." Now, not one of these five frigates (a 
'Sixth, the Jason, has been omitted) measured more than 998 
<ions. The Clyde and Tamar, built of fir iu the year 179G, were 

* Manhall, voL ii., p. 80l -f Brattcn, voL ii.,^. m. 
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from the BSBie draught : the fir&t measured 1002, and the Becond 

W9 tons. 

(Jn the 2£itli of August, in the evening;, the British 38-gun 
frigate Tamar, Captain Thomas Western, being oti the island of 
Surinam, diacovered and gave chase to the French 28-gun 
frigate (*' conrette de 24 canons") Ripublicaine, Captain Piene- 
Marie Le Bosec ; but the latter, getting into shoal u ater, where 
the former, in the darkness of the night, could not follow her, 
effected her escape. Soon after daylight, however, when about 
four leagues to tlie westward of " Oranfre," the Tamar descried 
her preceding night's acquaintance in the west -north -west. 
Chase was instantly given ; but, ouin^ to the excellent sailing 
of the French ship, it took the British frigate until 6h* 30 m. 
p. M. before she could get fairly alongside of her opponent An . 
animated .five then commenced ; and, afler a close action of 
about ten minutes' durut! in which the Republicaine was re- 
duced to a mere wreck, the latter struck her colours to the 
Tamar, whose damages were confined to her rigging and sails. 

The Tamar, out of a complement of 281 men and boys, came 
off w ith the trifling loss of two seamen wounded but the loss 
of the Republicaine, who, having manned two American prizes, 
had on board only 176 men and boys out of a complement of 
^0| amounted to nine killed and 12 wounded. 

Of the Tamar it is sufficient to say that she was a sister 
frigate to the Clyde, and armed like her, with 46 guns. The Re- 
publicaine, a ship of 580 tons, was precisely of the same class as 
the Touitereile, Baionnaise, and several others named in this 
work. Her guns were 24 long 8-pounders on the main deck, 
and eight brass 36-pounder carronades on the quarterdeck and 
forecastle. 

A most decided disparity of force, therefore, existed between 
these combatants; and it was rendered still more so by the 
circumstance that the Republicaine's eight brass carronades, 
from their ill-construction and awkward mode of mounting, 
could not be used with any eflect. A similar complaint, it is 
true, has been urged against all the French carronades employed 
during the war of 1793 ; but, in no other case thaii the present, 
did they form so large a portion of the armament Captain De 
Bosec, consequently, made quite as creditable a defence as bis. 
very inferior force would permit. The Republicaine, owing 
probably to her age and the cost it would take to repair her 
damages, was not added to the British navy : indeed, there 
already belonged to it too many frigates'' of her iusignihcaot 
<^ss. 

On the 9th of September the British shijp-sloops Arrow, of 
twenty-eight 3;2-pounder carronades, 24 of them on a fliiih. 
deck,* Captain Nathaniel Portlock, and Wolverini;, of 13 gups, 

e ForMBM aoooont of this extraordiouydoqp and her lirtai^Nwel, the 
])«rt^ see note S* to Aamwl Abstiscl, No. 4. 
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already particularized,* Captain William Bolton, parted com- 
pany from Vice-admiral Mitchell's squadron, stationed near 
the Vlieter, in quest of a Batavian repablican ship and brig, 
of which intelligence had just been received. On the same 

eveninof, as soon as the ebb tide commenced, the two sloops 
anchored abreast of" the Texel. At the return of flood they got 
under way; and, in the afternoon of the following day, the lOlh, 
when the tide again ebbed, they anchored on the edge of the 
flack or flat, abreast of Wieringen. Here it became necessary 
to lighten the Arrow from 12 feet eight inches to 12 feet That 
done, the two sloops, on the 11th, stood over the flack, carrying 
shoal water from one side to the other. 

On the morninr^ of the 12th tliey a^nin weighed, and as 
they approached the Vlic-island, saw a ship and brig at anchor 
in the narrow passage leading from that island to Harlingen. 
These, as the 13ntish ships advanced, displayed Batavian re- 
publican colours, and were eyidentlv vessels of some force. The 
Arrow and Wolverine, having the British and the ancient Dutch 
colours flying together, stood direct for the enemy ; and, when 
within half gun-uiot of the brig, which was the nearest vessel, 
the Dulch colours were hauled down, and Captain Portloek 
made the sional to en£:a<:e, intendins: the Wolverine to close 
with the brig, while the Arrow passed on towards the ship. 

The Wolverine anchored, in a very masterly manner, at tlie 
distance of about 70 yards on the weather quarter of Uie brig. 
Having hove on the spring until her broadside conld be brought 
to bear, the Wolverine fireid one shot, to try the disposition of 
her opponent ; whereupon the Batavian republican brig Gier, 
of 14 long 12-poundcrs and 80 men, fired three guns to leeward 
and then hauled down her colours. Captain Bolton immediately 
took possession of his prize, and, agreeably to his orders, 
sent her pilot to conduct the Arrow to the ship, Captain Port- 
lock's Dutch pilots having declined to take furtner charge of the 
vessel. 

The Arrow now pushed on towards her opponent, and had to 
work to windward against a strong tide, which retaided her pro- 
gress. Meanwhile the enemy's ship, which was the Draak, 
Captain Lieutenant Van-Esch, mounting two long 32, and 16 
lon^ 18 pounders, with six " 6U-pound" brass howitzers, lay with 
springs on her cables, so that her broadside was directly opposed 
to the Arrow ; who, from the moment the Draak opened her 
fire, had to sostain it fiir 20 minutes, before she oould bring a 
^n to bear in return, and became, in consequence, much cut up 
m hull, rigging, and sails. At length the Arrow got within 70 
or 80 yards of Tier opponent, and, after taking a proper position, 
opened her broadside. The contest was mamtained, with mu- 
tual spirit, for about 16 minutes; when, the Wolveiine being 

* See p. 814. 
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mttly «p to «o-o|mte intk tke Afrow, tha JDttMk «knnk 

ber colours. 

The Arrow, out of her 120 men and boys, had one soaraan 
killed, her commander (slii^htly), one master's mate (VV iUiam 
Wilson), and seven seamen wounded. From the Draak's how- 
itzers laiighdge had probably been fired ; as, after the action had 
oouedy tmnl |neoes of iron wen pickod op oa the AnowV 
decks. The Draak^i lose could not be ttoekainad with any 
eeitainty. Two men killed, and three badly woonded, were 
fimnd on board ; but great quantitiet of blood, attempted to be 
concealed from view by tarpaulins, were discovered by Captaia 
Bolton. Some of the prisoners also acknowledged tliat, name- 
diately as the ship struck, several of her killed and wounded 
were put into a boat, and sent on shore at Hariingen i close oH' 
which place the eetion had been fought Moiaover the number 
of priaoBeiB, added to the five killed and wovnded by no meaos 
ogieed w ith the establiehed complement, 180, ai testified by the 
papem. There were, also, ready to join the two Batavian vae- 
sels in the attack, two schooners, and four scliuvts, mounting', 
between tlu in, IG long 8-pounders, and manned, altogether, by 
120 men. But it does not appear that the latter vesseky any 
more than the Gier bn«^, oliered any resistance. 

Having been built for a aheer-hulk, and being extremely old, 
the DrafUL mm set on fiie and destroyed ; but the Oier, being a 
fine new brig, of 324 tons, was canned to England and fitted out 
as a cruiser. 

On the 20th of September, at 4 p. m., as the British armed 
store-ship, or 44 en flute, Camel, Captain Jolm Lee. and 16-gun 
ship-sloop Rattlesnake, Captaui Saumel (iooch, with yards and 
topmasts down and topgallantmasts on deck, were lyintjj at anchor 
in Algoa bay, near the Cape of Good Hope, the Camel with 
stores finr the use of the army under General Dundee then inBioh* 
ing against the Cafires in the interior, a large sail, steering 
south-west, with the wind firesh from the east-south-east, made 
her appearance in the east quarter. At this time the two cap- 
tains were serving on shore with the army ; Captain Lee with 
his first lieutenant, and 30 of the Camel's men, out of hor com- 
plement ol" 1 ](j men and boys. The pinnace of the Rattlesnake 
also, with her second lieutenant, and 16, out ot a total oi 106 
aaen and boys, was detained on shore by the violenee of thft 

TI)c stranirer, which was the French OG-gun irigate PieneoM^ 
Captain L'Hermite, whom, in June of the preceding year we 

left at Batavia,* continued on her course until 5 r. m.; when 
she wore, and, hoistinn^ a Danish jack at her mizcn peak, stood 
in for the bay. At C p. m., now nearly dark, the Preneusc handed 
her sails ; and, huvmg dropped down till within about 800 yards 

• Sec p. 217. 
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of the Rattlesnake, brought up, with her broadside bearing upon 
the latter's larboard beam and bow. At this time the Camel's 
hmi, whieh was rowing guard, pulled towaidf tlM PreneaWy widi 
die intention ef boarding her ; bnt, when the boat had got neaity 
alongside, two men with cotlasses in their hands were observed 
gettinp. out of the ship's ports. On this, and the additional dis- 
covery that the ship was a larcrc frigate^ the boat haatened back 
to the Camel with the intcUi'^ciice. 

In the mean while an English prize-schooner, the Surprise, 
which, while working out of the bay, had pai>se(l close to and been 
iiailed by the Preneuaey had ainee pat haek and informed the 
Battleenake, that the etranger was a French frigate. Lientenant 
Williaaa Fothergill, first of the Rattle snake, and upon whom, Vk 
the absence of both captains and of the Gamers first lieutenant 
the command of the two vessels had devolved, made the private 
signal for an enemy to the Camel, and hred a shot under the 
stern of the Preneuse, as did also the Camel ; but of which 
shots the French frigate took not the slightest notice. Siiortly 
after the firing of theietwo shots, which took place at about 6 h. 
SO m. p. M., the Gamers boat reached the Rattlesnake with the 
intelligence previously communicated to her by the Stirprise ; 
and it was settled that the Camel, when ready to enga<;e, should 
hoist a li^rht at her mizen ]>eak. Both British ships cleared for 
action and got Bprin«j;s on tlieir cables. 

At 8 h. 30 m. p. m., although the signal of being ready had 
not been made by the Camel, Lieutenant Fothergill, suspecting 
bv the manceuvres of .the Prenease, in veering away until within 
about 500 yards of the two British ships, that she intended to 
board the Rattlesnake, got the broadsiae of the latter to bear as 
the French frigate, and immediately opened it upon her. The 
Oeimel quickly did the same; and, towards 9 p. m., the Preneuse^ 
substituting a French ensign for the Danish jack, returned the 
fire of her two opponents^ but directed nearly the whole of her 
guns at the Camel. 

In this way the action continued until midnight ; when the 
avind suddenhr shifting to north- west, the-thiee ships canted, 
whereby the GaroeU in order to 4mng her broadside again to 
htmtf was obliged to slip her smalUbower cable and veer to twe 
cables on the best bower. Scarcely had this been done, when 
the carpenter reported that, from a shot received under the ma- 
gazine, the ship had six feet water in the hold and was making 
more. lu consequence of this the Camel's crew broke off from 
the guns and manned the pumps. 

Fancying, fiwn this anapenaton of firing on the part of Ihe 
Ctoiel, that he had efiectually silenced her, Captain L'Hernrile 
now devoted bb fanoipal attention to the Rattlesnake ; upon 
whom the Prcneuse continued a heavy cannonade until 3h. dOm. 
A. M. on the 21 St. The French frigate, then, to the surprise of 
the iiatiah both afloat and on abece^ oeascd feiing> cutoralipped 
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her cable, and rao off before the wind to a distant part of the 
bay. Here the Preneuse again anchored, and continued there 
until a few minutes before 10 A.K.; when the French frigate 
got under way, and leaving her anchor and cable, from which 
she had, in the first instance, cut or slipped, as a trophy to her 
two opponents, stood to the south-west on the starboard tack, 
under her courses and main topsail only, as if damaged in her 
masts. 

The Camera fore and mizen masts, main Yard, and maintop- 
sail yard, were wounded, her riggine a good deal cat, and her 
hnll struck in several places. Her loss, notwithstanding, 
amounted to no more, out of the 101 men and boys she had oa 
board, than six men wounded. The Rattlesnake had her main 
and mizen masts, main topmast, and bowsprit wounded, some 
immaterial injury to her rigging, and eight shot-holes between 
wind and water; with the l(»s, out oi 92 men and boys on 
board, of her carpenter and one seaman killed, another mortally, 
and six or seyen slightly wounded. 

The disparity of force in this case will be evident when we 
state, that the Preneuse was a frigate mounting 40 guns, 12 and 
6 pounders, with a crew of about 300 men ; and that the Camel, 
mounted 20 long 9 and four long 6 pounders, and the Rattle- 
snake, \() long G-poundcrs and a few 12-pounder carronades, 
with, on board the two ships, a total of only 193 men. Great credit 
was therefore due to Lieutenants Fothergill and Charles Shaw, 
which latter commanded the Camel, and to their re8|)ective 
oiBcers and crews for their persevering defence. Nor must we 
omit to state, that Captains Lee and Qooch made several 
attempts to get from the shore to their ships in time to partici- 
ate in the action ; but the surf was so hinh, that no boat could 
e got ofl" the beach. In almost every etlort that was made, the 
boat, with the two captains on board, upset, and the crew with 
difficulty escaped drowning. 

To specify the damage or loss sustained by the Preneuse, in 
this to her somewhat discreditable encounter, is not in our power, 
the historian, who has hitherto assisted us in recording the ex« 
ploits of Captain L'Hermite in t!ie Indian seas, having stopped 
short of the latter's adventure in Algoa bay: and that although 
'* Desastres et revers " Ibrm a part of the promised matter of his 
book. This is the more extraordinary, as with the Camel's two 
rows of ports, if not of guns, and the Rattlesnake's three masts, 
jand detached quarterdeck, a case might have been made out> 
such as a French writer need not have been afraid to publish, 
nor a French reader of the most sensitiTe kind displeased to 
peruse. 

The apparently crippled state of the Preneuse as she stood 
out of Algoa bay, and the south-westerly course steered by her 
when last seen, affording a reasonable hope of her being over- 
taken by any ship, that, not being in the unprepared state of 
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either the Oamel or Rattlesnake, coald be speedily despatehed 
after her, Captain iiee sent an express overland to Captain 
Qeoi^e Losack, the senior British officer in Table bay. On what 
day the messenger arrived, or whether he arrived at all, we can- 
not say; but on the 1st of October the British 60-gun ship 
Jupiter, Captain William Granger, acting in the absence (througli 
sicKness, we presume) of Captain Losack, sailed from Table bay, 
and on the 8th joined the Camel and Rattlesnake at Algoa bay. 
. On the next day, the 9tfa, the Jupiter weighed and made sail . 
in quest of the Preneuse. On the 10th, in the afternoon, lati- 
tude 34° 41' south, loniiitude 27° 54' east, while running before 
a strong gale from the uorlh-west by west, the Jupiter descried, 
and immediately stood towards, a ship in the north-east. As 
the Jupiter approached her, the ship, which was no other than 
the Preneuse herself, bore awa^ to north-east, and made all sail 
to escape, followed 1^ the British 60. 

At 9 p. M. the Jupiter fired a shot at the Preneuse, whieh the 
latter, hoisting French colours, returned by a fire from her stern- 
chasen. As it could not be owing to the Jupiter's good sailing, 
it was, in all probability, owing to the crippled state of the Pre- 
neuse, that the Jupiter soon got near enough to discharge her 
maindcck guns at the French frigate : her lowerdeck guns, 
although ot double the caliber, it was found impossible to use, 
the turbulent state of the sea, and the little height allowable to 
such small-sised two-deckers, not admitting the opening of the 
ports. A running fight was thus kept up between the British 
60 and French frigate during the whole oi the night, and until 
2 P. M. on the next day ; when the Jupiter succeeded in bringing 
the Preneuse to close action. 

Although the weather was now moderate, the sea was still so 
high that, on opening the lowerdeck ports to ^et the 24-DOunders 
into play, the water rushed in in such quantity, that tlie pjorts 
were obliged to be shut again ; and the Jopiter had to continue 
the action with her 12-pounders only. Tne consequence was, 
that, before the British 50 could produce any serious effect upon 
the French frigate, the latter had shot away the greater part of 
the former's running rigging, and badly wounded her fore and 
main masts : some loss, we believe, had also been inflicted, but 
its amount we are unable to state. In short, the Jupiter found 
it necessary to bear away to repair her damages ; and the Pre- 
neuse, satisfied with having beaten off an antagonist whom it 
would perhaps have been dangerous to press too closely, hauled 
to the wind on the starboara tack under all the sail she could 
carry, and effected her escape. The Preneuse's opponent, as 
soon as she had spliced her ropes and secured her masts, made 
sail also, but it was only to return to the port she had quitted on 
this unfortunate mission; and on or about the 16th the dis- 
comfited Jupiter reancboied in Table bay. 
Thii was a bad boiiiMM ccttainly'; and, as no eowrt of mquiry. 
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to our knowledge, wa^held, we are unable to gi?e a tatisfactiMy 

explanation of the causes that may have led to it Were tlie 
facts all inude known, perhaps they would exonerate the Jupiter's 
officers and crew from every particle of blame. Undoubtedly it 
was a cause of just triumph to Captain I'Hermite, and well cal- 
culated to wipe away the disgrace incurred by the Preneuse at 
Algoa bay ; yal not a Fieneli wfiter, that we can diaoofiar, haa 
touched ttpoD the aufajaet 

The Preneuse continued her craiae, bat it proved her ImL 
On the 11th of December, in the forenoon, the Bntiah 74-guit 
•hip Tremendous, Captain John Osbom, and 5()-crun ship Ada- 
mant, Captain WiUiam Hotham, cruising oti Port- Louis in the 
Isle of Fiance, discovered and chased the Preneuse; who, find- 
ing it impossible to escape from the Adamant, ran herself on 
ahore on the west tide of the river Toaibeau, about thvee miles 
from Port-Louis, and near to anna balteriea. At 3 p. ii. <Im 
frigate cut away all hermaatSyand at 3b. 30 m. p. ii.,in conjunc- 
tuNL with the batteries^ opeiied a fire upon the Adamant, who 
was using every exertion to work up to her. At 5h. 30 m. p. k. 
the latter opened a fire in return; and, in about 15 minutes 
afterwards, the Preneuse hauled in her ensign from the quarter 
as a signal of submission : whereupon the Adamant discontinued 
the action. 

ASker a conunanicaftioQ between the two British eaptaias, Cap- 
tun Osbora consented that two boata of the Adaawnt and onar 

of the Tremendous should be sent in to attempt to destroy the 
French frigate. Accordingly at 7 p. m., one 12, and two six- 
oared cutters, containing about 33 men, and placed under the 
orders of Lieutenant Edward Crey, first of the Adamant, as- 
sisted by Lieutenant John Walker, and Lieutenant of marines, 
John Owen, of the same ship, and Lieutenant Benjamin Symes 
«f the Tremendous, put off from the Adamant, to execnfee tba 
aervice intruated to tuem. 

At about 8 p. M., the French battariea began fiang ahots and 
ahells at the boata and at the Adamant, who was sttU working 
«p towards tlie object of attack. At about 9 p. m., just as the 
boats WL'i e <i;etting alongside of the Preneuse, two of her launches 
filled with men, pulled from her towards the shore. Shortly 
afterwards Lieutenant Grey and his party, under a heavy fire 
•till kept up from the batteries, gallantly boarded the French 
fiigate. Having removed Captain L'Hermite^ 14 or 15 othca 
officers, aad a few men, all that remained in her, and« greatly 
to Lieutenant Grey's credit, saved as much as nosiible of the 
priTate property belonging to them. Lieutenant Grey set fire to 
and destroyed the Preneuse, and returned to the AHnmant with" 
out the loss of a man. 

That the commanding officer in this gallant and well-executed 
boatmttack should not. hate been rewarded with promotion 
aavouia of injustice i bnt.we ahaU by wad by dome to n case, in 
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wittcit Lieutenant Grey's dainw were Btill stronger, and yet, we 
ngret to say, were overiooked. 

Vtt' the 3d of October, the 14-gan briff-sloop Speedy, still 
eouMumded by Captain Jahteel Bientoa, wnile running through 
the gut of Gibraltar, observed several small vessels coming out 
of Alo:esiras, apparently to raolest a British convoy then in sight. 
Detennincd to defeat their plans, the Speedy stood towards 
them, and soon discovered that they were not, as at first sup- 
posed, Spauish guu-bodts but Spanish coasters, eight in number^ 
Wider the-pfotaetm ef ma. armad cntlHr and tekoooer. 

a short time^ li«o o£ die coBttaiB, iltidiiig tbemstlves wemAy 
orertaken by the Speedy, ran under the ^ns of a castle : a 
prampt fire from which prerented Captain Brentott fipon brings 
mg them off. The Speedy, accordingly, stood on in chase, and 
at 4 p. M., having passed under the shot of Taritfa castle, came 
up with four others, just entering a bay to the eastward of Cipe 
Trafalgar. One of the vessels immediately anchored under a 
tort, and tba dvee otlMra jmSkt an M rmmom castle that ap- 
ptaiad o«ly to h«v« one gan nwanted. 

As it bkiw my heavy fi^m the eastward,and the Speedy in coih 
•aqnence was upon a lee shore, the brig could not with aafefy ap> 
proach nearer than T'Of) yards. Having here come to an anchor, 
the Speedy opened her tire upon the castle and the vessels; and in 
a short time, as the castle made no return, compelled the Spaniards 
to abandon their vessels, alter cutting theircables that they might 
drift CO shofe:. Captain BientOB toMnediately sent Lieutenant 
Biefaaid WdliM Pafker, with tha boats, to andaavour to bring 
off or deatfoy the TesBels. Owing to the heavy surf that brolin 
over them, it was found impracticable either to get them afloat 
or set them on fire. At a considerable risk, however, the British 
succeeded in boarding the vessels and brought away or destroyed 
their fire-arms ; leaving tlie vessels themselves, two of which 
were valuably laden, full of water and complete wrecks. 

It was not long ece Captain Brenton, in nis little 4-poander 
hrir, net with ft fleet of mofe worthy antagoQistB; saohaswonU 
wmonbtedly have overpowered the Speedy, had they poeaeaaed 
• tithe of the spirit which animated her officers and crav. Oa 
the 6th of November, at 3 p. m., while the Speedy was lying to 
off Europa p)int, to await the coming up of her convov from 
the Tagus, consisting of the transport ship Unity, George Robin- 
son, master, with wine for the British fleet, and a merchant brig 
boand to Trieste, 12 Spanish gun-boats, two of which wera 
•dioonera carrying two long 24-ponadero and 60 nan aaeh» and 
the remainder USmm rigg ed veasek with one 24 and 40 nan 
aadi, boat down from Algesifaa to attack the Speedy and gal 
possession of her convoy. 

Having sent his despatches on shore, Captain Brenton, at 3 h. 
90 n. F. M., commeiy^ed hriog on the gun-boats aa tiiey advanced 
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towavdt the merchant brig;; bat the latter, covered hj the 

Speedy*8 fire, bore up to the eastward and eflfected her eacape. 
At 5 p. M., finding themselves foiled in their attempts upon the 
brig, the gun-boats bore up to capture the ship. The Speedy 
bore up also ; and, passing through the midst of the gun-boats, 
near enough to curry away a part of their oars, poured in from 
both sides so well directed a firp of cannon and musketry, that 
the Spaniarda fled in confnaion. At 6 p.m. the Unity, who, 
notwitnstanding that she had beoi exposed to a galling fire, had 
manoeuvred wiUi skill and steadiness, was out of danger; and 
at 6 h. 30 m. p. m. the gnn^boats ran for shelter nnder the guna 
of Fort Barbary. 

In this very gallant exploit on the part of Captain Brenton, 
who in his official letter bestows much praise upon Lieutenant 
Parker, Mr. Marshall the master, ana the remainder of his 
offioera and brig's eompany, the Speedy bad most of her running 
rigging shot awi^, her maintopsail yard shot through, and her 
fore rigging muen cnt : she had also received so many shot in 
her hull below the water-line, that the water was up to her lower 
deck. With this serious damage, the loss on board the Speedy 
amounted to no more than two seamen killed and one wounded. 

Being, ""on account of the shot- holes in her larboard side, and 
the direction of the wind, which blew btrong from the west- 
ward, unable to enter Gibraltar, the Speedy ran for Tetuan bay; 
where on the 7th, at 2 a. m.. she came to an anchor, and com- 
menced stopping her numerous leaks. The Spanish gun-boats 
are represented to have lost 1 1 men killed, Jbesides sereral 
wounded ; and four of the gun-boats, it appears, were seen from 
the rock of Gibraltar to strike to the Speedy. 

Having rendered herself seaworthy, the Speedy stood across 
the Strait, and anchored at Gibraltar. The following account 
of what foliowed we extract from a contemporary work, but 
must prefiice it by stating, that the account of tne Spe«d]r'B 
action with tiie gun-boats is the most confuaed and imperfect of 
any that has been published. Indeed, according to Captain 
Brenton, his brother sustained two separate attacks, on difierent 
days ; but, upon the authority of the Speedy's log, one only oc- 
curred. " The captain ana crew," says our contemporary, 
*' were much out of humour with General O'Hara, the go- 
vernor; but when Captain Brenton waited on him, his excel- 
lency thos addressed mm : ' I conclude, sir, yon think I haTO 
treated you very ill in not affording you assistance, but I have 
made arran^ments with the governor of Algesiras, to prevent 
this town being kept in a constant alarm and annoyance by the 
Spanish gun-boats, which in consequence are never to be fired 
on from the rock. There is the copy of a letter which I have 
written to the admiralty, and I most' sincerely wish you may 
obtain your promotion.* The letter was so handsomely worded^ 
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that the captain coold tay nothing about the transaction of the 
preceding night, and shortly afterwards he was promoted to the 
rank of post-captain."* 

The Speedy's vigorous attack had created such a panic on 
board the gun-boats, that they remained three days under Fort 
Barbary, and then bore up for Malaga, instead of standing across 
to Algesiras; thus leaving the trade through the Straits un- 
molested for two months, at the end of which, the Spaniards, 
having recovered firom their alarm, managed to get back to their 
port. 

Among the many weary hours to which a naval Hfe is subject, 
none surely can equal those passed on board a stationary fl air- 
ship ; especially in a port where there is a constant egress and 
regress of cruisers, some sailing forth to seek prizes, others 
returning with prizes already in their possession. During the 
whote of the year 1797, and the greater part of 1798, the 
64-gun ship, Abereavenny, as she lay moored in Pori*Royal 
harbour, Jamaica, daily exposed her officers and men to theso 
tantalizing torments. At length it was suggested, that a small 
tender, sent off the east end of the island, or even into Cow bay, 
scarcely out of sight of the harbour, might acquire for the parent- 
ship some share of the honours that were reaping by the cruisers 
around her. A 38-gun frigate's launch having been obtained, 
and armed with a swivel m the bow, the next difficulty was, 
to find an officer who, to a willingness, could add the other 
requisites, for so perilous and uncomfortable a service. It was 
not every man who would like to be cramped up night and day 
in an open boat, exposed to all kinds of weather, as well as to 
the risk of being captured by some of the many picaroons that 
infested the coast. 

An acting lieutenant of the Abereavenny, one, on whom 
nature had conferred an aident mind, habit, an indiflbrence 
about perK)Qal comfort, and 1 8 or 20 years of active service, an 
experience in all the duties of his profession, cheerfully consented 
to take charge of the cruiser-boat. Mr. Michael Fitton soon 
gave proofs of his fitness for the task he had undertaken ; and 
the crew of the Abergavenny could now and then greet a prize 
of their own, among the many that dropped anchor near tnem. 
Wt^ a mart of the rands that a suooession of prises had brought 
to the ship, a decked vessel was at length purchased : with the 
fruits of her gains, another ; and so oo, until the schooner, whose 
little exploit we are now about to leeord, came, in her tun^ to 
be the Abergavenny's tender. 

On the 5th of October, the schooner Ferret, mounting six 
3-pounders, with a crew of 45 men and boys, and commanded 
by acting Lieutenant Michael Fitton, while cruising off the 
northeast end of Jamaica, discovered a huge schooner, with 

^ BisnlOQ, voL iLi, p» 400* 
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eight ports of a «de, tnd an English emigD tnd pendtnt, bearing 

down upon her. Judging from the immense size of the ensign 
and length of the pendant (one large enough for a line-of-battie 
Fhip, and the other longer than was worn by any British man of 
•uar), that she was an enemy's cruij^er, Lieutenant Fitton tacked 
to speak her. Resolved, at the same time, with such apparent 
odds against him, to try for the weather^ge, he trimmed his 
Muls as if ciose tAuled, and yet edg^ a httw off the wind, to 
indnoe ihe s^ooner, who IumI now substitated Spanish for 
English colours, to come into the tender's wake. Having at 
length got her thore> the Utter hauled up, and soon weathered 
the Spaniard. 

A brisk action now commenced, and lasted for half an hour; 
wlien the privateer sheered oti', and made sail. Lieutenant 
Fitton immediately proceeded io chase, and at 1 1 p. m., with 
the help of her sweeps, the Ferret again got alongside of the 
privateer. The action was now renewed, and continued as long 
as before ; when the tender, having had her ringing and sails 
much cut, and being close in with San-Jai:o de ( 'uba, pave over 
the chase. On account of the privateer's linng hif;li, the Ferret 
incurred no loss ; but it was alterwards ascertained, by tlie cap- 
ture of some of the meu belonging to the same privateer, that 
the latter had 11 men killed aiM wounded, out of a orew of 
100, and that she mounted fourteen 6*ponnders. The inhabitante 
of the east end of Jamaica were spectators of the eonstest; and, 
seeing the disparity of force between the two vessels, and that 
the British vessel followed the privateer towards the Ciiba 
shore, sent information to Port-Royal, that the Abergavenny's 
lender had been captured. 

It IS not the sole misfortune under which the commanding 
officer of a tender labours, that, while he incurs all the risk, and 
all the responsibility, he only shares prize-money as one of the 
lieutenanto of the flag-ship : the case is harder w here that flag- 
ship remains idle in port, otherwise the prizes she might make 
by cruising would perhaps afford to the tender's commander a 
counterbalancing advantage. Another misfortune, and one more 
sensibly felt by an enterprising officer, is, that his little skirmishes 
with enemy's privateers, unless he takes a vessel which the ad* 
smialor the captain of the flag-ship wishes to have purchased 
into the service, or that some relative or prot^^ of the admiml 
iNT captain is on board the tender, are seldom noticed. Desirous 
as we have been to get at all these cases, we are satisfied that 
there are many, highly credita])le to the parties concerQed,of 
"Wliich the public are yet in ignorance. 

On the Uth of October, at 7 h. 30 m. A. m., the Britisli 38- 
gnn frigate R^lutionnaire, Captain Thomas Twysden, cruising 
off the coast of Iveland in heav^ gale from the south-south* 
vest, discovered to leeward and immediately chased a strange 
ship; which^ at 6 r\u,, after a nm of 114 miles in the nine 
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bom and a half, hauled down her colours without, as it appeal^ 
aMkkniff «&y rMtaoee, and proted to be tbe Fnmxik p nyate ar 
BorddfOSy cf Bordeaux, an extraordinary fine ship, moantiDg 
24 ^ns on a flush deck, 16 of them long bfaas ]l2-poinidei% 
and the remainder brasa d6-poander caimutdesy wiih a oomple* 
ment of 202 men. 

Tlie Bordeliiis was of very large dimensions, measuring 625 
tons, and was esteemed one of the fastest sailing privateers out 
of France. This was only her second cruise : in her former one 
die had taken 29 valQable prises. It was a singular eomei-* 
dence, not merely that the Bordelais was constructed by the 
same builder who had constructed the Revolutionnatr^ but that 
the builder, at a splendid dinner niven by the owners of the 
Bordelais to her othcers soon after the termination of her first 
trip, should have said, " England has not a cruiser that will ever 
touch her except the Revolutionnaire ; and, should she ever full 
in with that frigate in blowing weather, and be under her ]ee, 
she will be taken/'* The Bordelais added to the Britisb 
navy by the same name, and established with 22 caraonadesi d2-> 
poundarSf and two Umg niaeSy and a compleiiieiit el 196 nm and 
Doys. 

On the 12th of October, at 10 p. m., the British ship-sloop 
Trincomalc, of 16 guns, probably 6-pounders, and about 100 
men and boys. Captain John Rowc, cruising in the Straits of 
Babelmandel, Ml in with the French ship privateer Iphigenie^ 
of 22 guns (16 long 8 and 6 ponndets, and §om 36^K>Mnder 
brass carronades), Captain Mabioux. A smart engagement iHH 
mediately ensued, and was warmly maintained for two hoai% 
when the combatants fell on board each other. Captain Ma- 
broux, placing great confidence in the number of his crew, had 
had the Iphigenie's studdingsail-booms rigi^ed out, and grap- 
pling irons placed at their extremities, ready to board; when, 
suddenly, the IVinoomal^, by some aoeidenty blew up^ leaving 
alive or her officers and crew only one seamam and one lascar. 

As the ships at the time of the explosion^ touched each other, 
the shock stove in the side of the privateer, and forced the main 
and mizen masts clear out of her. In a very few mmutes the 
Iphigenie went down, and with her, about 115 officers and men. 
The remainder of the French crew, consisting^ of about 30 or 35, 
saved themselves on pieces of the wreck. Seferal of the erew 
of the Pearl Indiamauy which tiie Iphig6nie had taken on die 
7th of the month, and was in company and being engaged by 
the Cemet Company's cruiser, perished in her. Owing to somo 
unexplained cause, the Pearl escaped lirom tbe CkHnet^ and 
reached the Isle of France in safety. 

On the 14th of October the British l^gua ship-sloop Eciio, 
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Captain Robert Philpot, cniisiog off Porto>Rico» cbaaed into 
•Lagnadille bay, at the north-west end of the island, the French 
letter-of-maiqiie brig Buonaparte, carrying twelve 4-pounder3 

201^30 men, commanded by citizen Pierre Martin, enseigne de 
vaisseau. Seein|^ several vessels at anchor in the bay, Captain 
Philpot, on the 15th, sent tlie pinnace and jollyboat, under the 
command of Lieutenants Charles Frederick Napier and John 
James Rorie, to attempt to cut some of them out. The boate 
arrired too late to eflect theif purpose, but were fortunate enough 
to capture a Spanish brig, from Canana, in South America, to 
Old opain, laden with coooa and indigo, and mounting two 4- 
po'^nders, with 20 men. 

On the 16th, in the evening, tlie same two bouts, now com- 
manded by Lieutenant Napier and Mr. Wood the boatswain, 
and containing between them 16 men, oihcers included, uulied 
into the bay to cut out what they could. On the 17th, at aoout 2 
A. M., the boats arrived at the anchora&e ; where they found tiie 
brig which they had chased in on the^4th, moored within half 
a cable's length of the shore, with her broadside presented to the 
sea, and protected by two field-pieces, and by one 18-pounder 
and some smaller caniage-guns, placed on the beach. 

In spite of this formidable preparation, the British in the boats 
did not hesitate an instant, but boarded the Buonaparte on the 
bow, the French and Spaniards, who were all upon deck with 
matches lighted and guns primed, making the best of their way 
down the hatchways. By the time the boats' crews had cut the 
cables of their prize, the <^iins on the beach opened a fire on 
them. The third shot sank the pinnace, while she was ahead 
towing the jollyboat, but not a man in her was hurt. The 



springing up from the land, her captors soon escaped with her 
out 4>f gun-shot 

The prize was a fine copper-bottomed American-built brig; 
and haa on board a valuable cargo, which she was carrying to 
Cura§oa. When the disparity of force is considered, the suc- 
cessful issue of the attack must be pronounced highly creditable 
to Lieutenant Napier and Mr. Wood, and the few seamen they 
commanded ; fewer than would have been sent, had Captain 
Philpot been awaie of the force and prcjpaiution of the enemy. 
It is due to justice to state, that M. Martin, at the time his vessel 
surrendered, was not on board of her: he was on shore, lending 
his aid at the battery. 

On the 15th of October, at 8 p. m., in latitude 44° 1' north, 
longitude 12° 35' west, the British 38-gun frigate Naiad, Captain 
William Picrrepont, discovered and chased two frigates; which 
at midnight were ascertained to be enemies, and which were, in 
Ihct, the Spanish 34-gun fUgatea Santa-Brigida, Captain Don 
Antonio Pillon, and Taetis, Captain Don Juan de Mendoza, from 



Buonaparte was several times 
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Vera-Cruz, with a cara;o of specie, bound to any port in Spain 
wiiicii they could tetch, and now steering to the south-east with 
the wind right aft. 

Regardless of the apparent odds against her, the Naiad con- 
tinued the parsuit under all sail, and, at 3 h. 30 m. A. m.,* on the 
16th, discovered a third large ship in the south-west ; which soon 
made herself known as the 38-gun frigate Ethalion, Captain James 
Youn^^, and who, bearing up, joined in the chase. Just as the 
day broke the British 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Alcra^ne, 
Captain Henry Digby, joined from the westwaixl ; and shortly 
afterwards the Id-ponnder 32-gan frigate Triton, Captain John 
Gore, made her appearance astern. 

At 7 A.X. the two Spanish frigates, for their safety, took 
different routes : on whicli Captain Picrrepoint, who was the 
senior officer, directed the leading British frigate, the Ethalion, 
to pass the sternmost frigate, and stand on for the headmost, 
"which w^as the Thetis. At 9 a. m, the Ethalion, being within 
random-shot of the Santa-Brigida, fired a few suns at her in 
passing, and compelled her to steer a course still further from 
ner consort. The Ethalion then, as she had been ordered, con- 
tinued in chase <^ the Thetis, and owing to her good sailing 
gained upon her so, that at 11 h. 30 m. A. m. the Thetis, having 
no other alternative, bore up athwart the bows of the Ethalion, 
at the distance of only halt musket-shot. The British frigate 
quickly wore, and bestowed upon her opponent two well-directed 
broadsides. At length, after a mnning fight of one hour, in 
which the Ethalion bad not a man hurt, and the Thetis no more 
than one killed and nine woonded, the latter hauled down her 
oobuis. 

The Thetis had on board specie to the following amount : 
333 boxes containing each 3000 dollare, four boxes containing 
each 2385 dollars, 93 boxes containing each 4000 dollars, one 
box containing, besides 4000 dollars, two doubloons and 90 half- 
doubloons, of gold ; making, altogether, 1,385,292 dollars, equal^ 
at 4t. 6i{. the dollar, to 311,690/. sterhng. 

The SantarBrigida, when she altered her course, as related 
above, bore up to the southward, and, early on the morning of 
the I7th,f succeeded by her fast sailing in rounding Cape 
Finisterre. To accomplish this, the Santa-Brigida had run so 
close to the rocks ofi' Monte Lora, that at 6 a. m. the Triton, who 
was the first in pursuit, and then going at the rate of scFen 
knots, struck upon them. The Triton, nowever, soon eot off 
and at 7 a.m. commenced an animated fire at the Spaoisb 
firigate; the Alcm^ doing the samoj and steering so as to cat 

* The gMtt t e ttc c ou iit is lendend aomeirfaaC ohMoie hj thb behig made 

f In the Naiad's log, but 18th in Captain Picrrepont's letter ; in which,. 
ab(^ the flnt appearance of the two Spanish frigates it itated to have been 
" on the evening of the IGth," as was the case hykgt the 16th, by thb silly and 
peipteKingcuttoia (loDg since abohihedj^ cominencang «t noon on the 15tb. 
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off the Sonta^Brigida, who had just before thrown overboard her 
anchors and boats, from Port de Vidre. At 8 a.m. the three 
British frigates closed with the Spanish fiigate ainidb-t the rocks 
of Coniniarurto at the entrance of Muros ; w hereupon tlie Santa- 
Brigidu, alter a brave resistance, preceded by the most skilful 
«ffbiti to eBCftpe, hauled down her cokMin. 

The Triton miid one seaman wounded, and received eonaider- 
ftble damage from striking on the rocks. The Akm^ne had one 
peaman killed, and one petty officer and eight seamen wounded. 
The Naiad did not get nearcnougli to sustain any loss; nor had 
the Santa-Brigida herself any more than two seamen killed and 
eight wounded. 

All four ships wece over foul ground ; but, a breeze springing 
vp fiom the ahore, they were erahled to put their heads to Hkm 
sea. While (he prieeners were exchanging, four large ships, oii» 

with a broad pendant, came out of Vi^o, as if with the intention 
of attacking the British frigates, llio latter iminediatcly got 
ready to receive them ; but the Spaniards, owing to some UA* 
explained cause, suddenly put back to their port. 

On the 21st the Thetis, and on the following day the Santa- 
Brigida, in company with the frigates whieh had captured them, 
arrived at Plymonth. The cargo of the Santa-Brigida rnniiblcrf 
of two balsa or serons of indigo, 26 of cochineal, 23 of cocoa, sad 
16 of sugar, of the estimate Talue» altogether, of about 50002. 
This frigate had also 44^ boxep, containing each 3000 dollars, 
59 bags of dollars, and many others of uncertain number, and 
three ke^s likewise uncertain. Neither the Santa-Brigida nor 
the Thetis were considered eligible for the British nav^ : their 
chief and almost only value was in the cargoes they earned. 

As soae leaders may M a» inierssl in these BMlltn, we will 
show how the treasure was subsequently disposed ol. On the 
28th and 29th, the days on which the two cargoes were handed^ 
63 artillery waggons, ported by horse and foot scJdiers and 
armed seamen and marines, and accompanied by bands of music 
and an immense concourse of people, conveyed the treasures to 
the dungeons of the citadel of Flyuiouth. Thence, towards the 
latter eaa of Novemhti^ it wns.renoTed to Loiuloo, with all the 
pomp and ceremony usual on sueh occ«i<Mi% tad was finsHy 
deposited in the bank of England. The share of prize-money 
which each class received for the Spanish frigates, exclusive of 
the value of their huUs^ stores^ masts, &&, appears to have bssB 
00 follows : 

£ t. d. 

CaptaiDS each, 40,730 18 0 

Lieutenants 6091 7 3 

Warrant-officers „ 2468 10 9 J 

Midshipmen, &c. . . . . , „ 791 17 
Seamen and marines • • . • „ 182 4 9^ 

One could wish that, in cases of tiiis kind, it were the practiee 
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to give to the officers of the captured ships a portion^ at least, of 
the freight that they prohahly would have received from their 
own goverament, had they csmed home the treasure with wMeh 
thcar ehipe were laden. Its comparatively small amount would 
scarcely be felt by one party, and yet might contribute greatly 
to the relief of the other. 

On the 20th of October, at 5 p.m., Cape Ortugal bcariiifr 
south-west, distant eight or nine leagues, the British 18-pounder 
32-gun frigate Cerberus, Captain James Macnamara, discovered 
a fleet to windward, which proved to be a Spanish convoy of 
80 Tesselsy in charge of the 4()-gun frigate Geres (IS-poonders), 
mod 34-gun frigates Diana, Esmeralda, Meroedas, and anotheiv 
and two brig-corvettes, bound to the north-east coast of Spain. 
Undismayed at their formidable appearance, the Cerberus imme- 
diately stood towards tliem, and at 8 p.m., having approached 
to wmdward of and hailed a frigate who was ahead and some- 
what detached from her convoy, commenced the action ; and 
that at such close quarters, that the two ships almost touched 
each other. 

Not dreaming of an enemy so near, the Spanish frigate 
seemed more desirous to join her consorts to leeward than to 
engage the Cci bcru?, and consequently returned but feebly the 
latter's fire. The instant the Spani*ih frigate made sail, the 
Cerberus, to frustrate her intention of joining her consorts, wore 
round, and engaged her to leeward. By 8 h. 30 m. v. m., the 
GerbcTus bad sifeneed the fire of her opponeBt, but was pT»» 
rented from taking possession of her, by the near approach of 
the four other frigates. At 9 P.M., on hauling up to avoid being 
raked, the Cerberus fell on board the leading frigate of those 
advancing, and carried away the latter's maintopsail y^ird. This 
fresh friLrate, replacing the one which had been so beaten, now 
opened iier fire on the Cerberus, and a smart cannonade ensued 
between them. Soon afterwards a third frigate took part in the 
eetiooy and the Cerbarus had frequently to fire both nroadsidee 
at once. 

At 9 h. 90 m., P.M. Captain Macnamara deeming it time'to con- 
sult the safety of his ship, the Cerberus wore, and endeavoured to 
getclear of her numerous foes ; by whom, at 10 h. 30 m. p. m., she 
was nearly surrounded. The Cerberus very soon afterwards 
hauled to the wind, and efliected her escape. At 11 p. m. she 
captured a brig, one of the convoy ; but, as the Spanish frigates 
were withm a mile of her, the Cedberus was obH^ to be c<m-> 
tented with setting the brig on lire ; a service which Lieotenant 
Uassard Stackpoole, in ^te of a strong wind and heavy m» 
promptly executed. 

The damages of the Cerberus were confined to her sails and 
rigging, and her loss amounted to only four men woinided. 
This was attributed to the state of confusion m which the Spa- 
lush frigates were ; some of whom are represented to have fiied^ 
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towards the latter part of the engagement, whole broadsides 
ivithout shot. Had the 38-gun frigate Arethnsa, Caotain Tho- 
mas Wolley, who had parted company from the Ceroerus only 

the pro ceding day, been present, the obviously unprepared state 
of llie five Spanish frigates renders it probable, tliattwoof tbeui^ 
at least, uould have been carried ofi by the British. 

We have already given an account of the horrid manner ia 
which the British l^-pounder 32 gun frigate Hermione came 
into the hands of the Spaniards at La Guayra, a fortified sea- 
port of Terra-Fimuu* The Spaniards afterwards repaired and 
fitted for sea their shamefully acquired prize. In the British 
service the Hermione, a ship of 715 tons, nad mounted, with her 
carronades, 38 guns ; but the Spaniards, it appears, gave her 
44; to do which, they must have cut at least four additional 
ports. Her complement had been 220. That was increased to 
321, exclusive of a detachment of soldiers and artillery-men, 
numbering 72 ; and the, command of the frigate, thus strongly 
armed and manned, was given to Don Raimond de Chaias. 

In the month of September, 1799, intelligence reached Ad- 
miral Sir Hyde Parker, the British commander-in-chief at the 
island of Jamaica, that the Hermione was about to sail from 
Puerto-Cabello, whence she had recently arrived from Aux- 
Cayes in the island of St.-Domingo, bound, through the channel 
between the island of Aruba and Cape San-Roman, to Havana. 
For the purpose of intercepting the Spanish frigate in this her 
▼oyage, the admiral detached from Port-Royal, on the 20th of 
the month, the 28-^n frigate Surprise, Captain Edward Hamil- 
ton. This ship had been the French *'24-gun corvette" Unite, 
and mounted, when captured by the Inconstant frigate, in April, 
1796, 32 guns. On being fitted out in the British service, the 
Surprise was made a 28-gun frigate, and armed with 24 carron- 
ades, 32-pounder8, on her main deck, and eight canonades, 18- 
pottndersy with two, if not fbur long fours or sizes, on ihe quap- 
terdeck and forecastle : total, at the leasts 34 guns. Her net 
complement, like that of her class, was 197 men and boys* 
Although a ship of only 579 tons, the Surprise was fitted with a 
36-gun frigate's mainmast, but with the fore and mizen masts of 
a 28. This was a plan of Captain Hamilton's ; and, thus rigged, 
the Surprise appears not to have been complained of as a sailer. 

It appears toat Captain Hamilton proposed to Sir Hyde 
Parker at Jamaica, to attempt the cutting out of the Hennione 
if the commander-in-chief would add a barge and 20 men to the 
crew of the Surprise ; but Sir Hyde thought the senrice too des- 
perate, and refused the request. The next morninj[^ Captain 
Hamilton sailed under scaled orders to be opened otf the east end 
of Jamaica. Arriving; there, Captain Hanulton found directions 
to pix>€eed off Cape Deila-Vella^ ou the Spanish main, a point of 

• See p. loa. 
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land about 60 or 80 leagueB to leewud of Poerto-Cabello, in 
which port the Hermione was anchored. The orders further inr 
Btnicted Captain Hamilton to remain off the Cape as lung as his 

provisions, wood, and water would allow, and to endeavour to 
mtercept the Hermione, supposed to be bound to the Havana. 
Accordingly Captain Hamilton proceeded to his station, and 
there remanied several weeks. When finding his provisions 
srowing shoil, and not certain but that the Hermione might 
have eluded his vigilance during the nieht, he rewind before he 
letumed to Jamaica, to ascertain if the frigate was still in Puerto 
CabellO) and accordingly he woiked to windward for that pur* 
pose. 

On the 21st of October, in the evening, the Surprise arrived 
off the harbour of Puerto-Cabello, and discovered the Hermione 
moored head and stern between two strong batteries situated at 
the entrance of the harbour, said to mount nearly 200 guns^ with 
her sails bent and ready for sea. 

Captain Hamilton having stood within gunrshot of the enemy 
on the 2 1st of October, continued off and on until the evening of 
the 24th, he never having mentioned one word of his intentions 
to any officer onboard the ship until that evening after his dinner, 
when he detailed his plans to the oflBcers present, and desired 
them to second his wishes when he addressed the ship's com- 
pany. After <][uarter8, the hands were sent aft, and Captain Ha- 
milton remindmg his crew of the frequent successful enterprises 
they had undertakeOi condoded a stirring address, nearly thus : 

I find it useless to wait any longer ; we shall soon be obliged 
to leave the station, and that frigate will become the prize of 
some more fortunate ship than the Surprise; our only prospect 
of success is by cutting her out this night." (Three tremendous 
cheers convinced Captain Hamilton that his men would follow 
him and were eager for Uie service.) " I shall lead you myself,** 
he continued, ** and here are the orders for the nx boats to be 
employed, with the names of the officers and men to be engaged 
. in this service." 

The crews were instantly mustered, and every thing placed in 
readiness for the service. Every man was to be dressed in blue, 
and no white of any kind to be seen. The pass-word was Bri- 
tannia ; the answer, Ireland. At half-past seven the boats were 
hoisted out, the crows mustered, and all prepared. The boarders 
were to take the'fiist spell at the oars, to be relieved as they 
nearod the Hermione oy the regular crews, proceeding in two 
divisions ; the first consisting of the pinnace munch and jolly- 
boat, to board on the starboard (or inside) bow, gangway and 
quarter ; the second division, consisting of the gig, black and 
red cutters, to board on the outside or larboard bow, gangway 
and quarter. The captain to command iu the pinnace, bavins 
wHh nun the ffunner, Mr. John Maxwell, one midshipman, and 
sixteen mm. The laoncl^ under the orden of lieutenant Wil- 
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son, contained one midshipman and twenty-fbur men: the joUjF- 

boat to contain one midshipman, the carpenter, and eight men j 
these boats composed the first division. The pinnace was to 
board on the starboard gangway, the launch on the starboard 
bow ; to retain three men who were to cut the bower cable, for 
which puroose a platform waa erected over her quarter, and iharp 
axes provided. The joUyboat to board on the ataiboard qoartery 
to cut the stem cable, and to send two men aloft to loose the 
mizen topaail. The gig, with sixteen men, to board on the lar- 
board bow, under the directions of Mr. John M*Mullen the 
surgeon, to send four men aloft to loose the fore topsail, and to 
take good care to cut the bunt-lincs and cU w-lines, und to foot 
the sail well clear of the top rini. The black cutter, uxider the 
command of f jentenant Hamilton (no relation whatever to the 
captain), with the acting marine officer, M. de la Tour dn Pi% 
and with 16 men in allj to board on the larboard gangway. The 
red cutter under the command of the boatswain, and contain- 
ing likewise 16 men, to board on the larboard quarter. Each 
division to be in tow. The concluding orders to the whole six 
being, that in the event of reaching the ship undiscovered, only 
the boarders were to board ; the crews to remain in the boats, 
and take theship in tow dinctly the cables were cnt» hook lopcn 
being provided fee audi emeiigency. If, however, the cnemy^ 
always watchful when an adversary was near, should be pva- 
pared, and see the advancing boats, and thus destroy any favour- 
able approach, then the crews of each boat were to board, and 
each man lend his best aid in the perilous enterprise. The ren- 
dezvous to be on the Uermione's quarterdeck. Such were the 
orders of Captain Hamilton — dear, impossible to be mistaken, 
and yet not ao conclvsive as to have rendered afsilnre improb^ 
ble ; wKff a circnmstance did ariae which nearly frustrated the 
whole. 

From the moment of quitting the Surprise, till the Hermione 
was boarded. Captain Hamilton never lost sight of her for a 
moment — he stood up in the pinnace witli his night-glass, by the 
aid of which he steered a direct course towards tlie frigate. 
When within a mile of the Hermione the advancing boata wsfe 
discovered hy two gun4>oata aimed with a long gun each. The 
instant the English were discovered, the alarm was given, and the 
firing commenced. Captain Hamilton instantly cut off the tow, 
gave three cheers, and pushed for the frigate, concluding that all 
■would do tlie same, and that the concentrated force might reach 
the Hermione at one moment, leaving the Spanish gun-boats, as 
too tritiing; an opposition when so much was at stake but in 
this idea Captain Hamilton was deceived, for some of the boata 
immediately engaged the gun-boats, and by this disobedience of 
orders nearly caused the failure of the gallant enterprise* 

The alarm created by the firing, soon awakened the mw oC 
the Uermione to the meditated attack. Lights were seeft at 



uiyiii^ca Uy GoOglc 



1799. CUTTINO OUT THE HfiRMIOllE. 



308 



every port, and the ship's company were at (quarters, ready for 
immediafa Mrrice. On the pkmace eroming the fng^'g bows 
'in order to reach her stetiooy a ahot was lied from the fore- 
castle, whidi passed over her, whilst a rope which ran from 
the bows of the Hermione, to the buoy over her anchor, caught 
the rudder of the pinnace, and stopped her. The coxswain 
reported the boat aground ; but Captain Hamilton knew that 
to be impossible, as the frigate was evidently afloat; he desired 
the coxswain therefore to unship the rudder, but as the star- 
hoard oaia of the pinnace touched the hands of the Hennioae^ 
Capdaia HanflteB gave the ordsfs to lay ia the oaia and. hoaidy 
the hoat being then under the starlioard cat-head and fan 
chains, laying head and stem with the frigate. The crew 
obeyed the word instantly, and the captain would have been the 
first on board, but from some mud on the anchor, which was 
hanging from tlie cat and shank painter, and which had been 
weighed that day, his foot slipped^ but he retained his hold oa 
^ foreaMMt lasyivd of the fora-ehroads, by whidi he feeovend 
iMBelf, his pistol going off in the struggle. Having succeeded 
in nining a footing on the forecastle, the English fr^d the fiorep 
•BU ready for bending and hauling out to the yardanns, laying 
ever the forestay, and this served for an excellent screen to 
these few daring men now aboard. On advancing to the break 
oi the forecastle, the English were much astonished to hud the 
crew ef the Hst sMs n e at qa a r t cwi ob the mm. deck» and firing 
at some object which their fears had magnified into two frigates 
eemkig to attack them, and still imcoaaciowa that the enemy 
was actually on board. Not so those on the quarterdeck, who, 
when Captain Hamilton, the gunner, and fourteen men pnshed 
on the starboard gangway, having cleared the forecastle, pre- 
pared to give a wann reception, they formed themselves in a 
compact body, and advanced to dispute the possession of the 
gangway, with the gunner and his party leaTing the qnaites- 
deek moceopied ; nit the sargeon's party forgetting the order 
to rendcsrotts on the qaarterdeck, feUoaFisd the Spaniards as 
they advanced on the starboard gangway, thus placing them 
between two fires from which they sulfered severely ; still, how- 
ever, the Spaniards advanced and succeeded in beating back the 
gunner''s party, and of raining possession of the forecastle. In 
the mean time Captaiu Hamilton was alone on the quarterdeck, 
waiting the airifal of those who as yet had not boarded^ when 
he was attacked by four Spaaiards> one of whom felled him to 
the deck by a blow from the batt of his musket. He fell on 
the combing of the after hatchway stunned by the blow, which 
even broke the weapon which inflicted the wound. The timely 
arrival of two or three of the Surprise's men, saved tlieir captain 
who recovering from the blow, had soon sulticient occupation in 
resisting the attempts of the Spaniards to gain the quarterdeck 
by means of the after-hatcinvay, and at tfaia critical m om e at 
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Monsr. de la Toor du Pin boarded with the marines from the 
black cntter over the larboard gangway, and gave a favourable 
turn to the then not over-promising afiair. 

It appears from Mr. Hamilton's account, that when he first 
attempted to board, his men mounted the gangway steps, fol- 
lowing their officer, who, as he advanced up the side was 
knocked down, his fall occasioned that of the men on the steps, 
and some were much injured bv this retrograde movement. 
They instantly shoved off and tried the other side, and this not 
sncoeeding, tnejr returned again to the larboard gangway, and 
at last accomplished their desires. The marines were instantly 
formed ; a volley was fired down the after-hatchway, and the 
gallant English rushed down with bayonets fixed on the main 
Seek. About 60 Spaniards retreated to the cabin and surren- 
dered ; they were instantly secured, and the doors closed. The 
fighting stiU continued on the main deck and under the fore- 
castle. By this time the carpenter had cnt the stem cable, and 
the ship was canting head to wind, when the bower cable which 
ought to have been cnt before, bad the launch instead of idling 
wim the gun-boats been at her proper station, was cut, the fore- 
topsail was loose, the boats had the frigate in tow, and the 
gunner and two men, all three severely wounded, stood at the 
wheel and steered the ship ; and those can best comprehend 
the feelings of Captain Hamilton, and his few brave companions, 
when the foietopsail filled, the mizentopaail became nsetul, and 
the Hennione was standing out of Puerto-Cabello, who have 
been engaged in enterprises of this sort, and who have had their 
exertions crowned by success. 

The batteries now opened upon the frigate, the main and 
spring stays were shot away, the gafT came down, several shot 
took efiect below the water-line, and Antonio, the Portuguese 
ooiswain of the gig, who spoke Spanish, reported that he over* 
heard the Spaniaras making preparations and resolutions to 
blow np the frigate. A few muskets fired down the hatchway 
restored quiet ; and by one o'clock, nearly one hour after the 
pinnace had boarded, all opposition ceased, and the Ilermione 
■was a prize. At 2 a. m., the ship being out of gun-shot from 
the batteries and in complete possession of the captors, the towing 
boats were called alongside. It was now, for the first time, that 
the people from them set their feet on boaid the frigate. 

In efleeting this surprising capture, the British sustained so 
comparatively slight a loss as 12 wounded,* including Captaia 
Hamilton, by several contusions but not dangerously, and Mr. 
Maxwell, the gunner, dangerously and in several places. Of 
their 366 in crew, the Spaniards had 11 9 killed and 97 wounded, 

* Mr. Marshall, by mistake (vol. i , p. 826), lias included in the loss on this 
oecMi<m acting lieutawntJoDDBtiMy, who had been killed nine days bdbie 
in catting <mt somevcMds at the iilaiul of Aroba 
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most of them dangerously. The survivors were aderwards put 
on board a captured schooner, and landed at Puerto-Cabello. 

It is impossible to do justice to Captain Hamilton, the gunner 
Mr Maxwell, and the first boarders from the pinnace ; they were 
unsupported for more than ten minate8» and this gallant hand- 
lioil or men succeeded in possessing tliemseWes of the quarterdbck. 
The history of naval warfare, from the earliest time to this dale^ 
affords no parallel to this dashing afiair : it was no surprise, no 
creeping upon the sleepy unawares ; the crew of the frigate were 
at quarters, standing to their guns, aware of the attack, armed, 
prepared, in readiness ; and tnat frigate was captured by the 
crews of ihree boats, the first success being gained by sixteea 
men. It Is useless to waste words in endaavouiing to do justice 
■to Gaptain Hamilton, Mr. Maxwell, and Mr. M*MuUen: toe first 
leceived an adequate reward in the honour of knighthood, the 
second received a sword from the lieutenants, and the third shared 
|)rize-money with that class ; but the best record of this well- 
planned, well-executed, daring, gallant enterprise, is to be found 
m the Painted Hall at Greenwicn Hospital — there it remains to 
gratify the eyes of all who are willing to do justice to English 
seamen and their gallant commander. 

Captain Hamilton, with his prize in companY* made sail for 
Jamaica, and on the 1st of November anchored in Port-Royal» 
Having while in the Spanish service undergone a thorough re- 
pair, the Hermione was immediately restored to her former rank 
m the British navy; at first under the new name, as given to 
her by Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, of RetaUation, but subse- 
quently, on her return to England, under the more appropriate 
name of Retribution. 

The recovery of a frigate, so infamously acquired by the 
Spaniards as the Hermione, could not fail to be gratifying to 
the re-captors : how much more so must it have been, when the 
achievement was effected under circumstances so tmnscendently 
glorious to the British name and character. Undoubtedly, the 
cutting out of the Hermione, by Captain Hamilton and his brave 
shipmates, stands at the head of that desperate class of services ; 
ana on no oceasion was the honour of knighthood more de> 
servedly bestowed, than upon him who had planned, conducted, 
and bled in the attack. 

Captain Hamilton's wounds, indeed, although not vitally 
dangerous, were of a very serious nature, and merit a more par- 
ticular account than we have given of them. He first received 
a tremendous blow from the butt-end of a musket, which broke 
over his head and knocked him senseless on the deck; he next 
received a severe sabre-wound on the left thigh, another wound 
by a nike cn the right thigh, and a contusion on the right shin- 
bone oy a grape-shot. One of his fingers was much cut, and 
his loins and kidneys were so much bruised, that be Still at times 
requires the best medical advice and assistsince. 
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Owing probably to the severity of his wounds, Captain Ha- 
milton, in his official letter, has not given a very explicit account 
of an achievement that has done him so much lionour. He does 
not name an officer as present in the attack, except the surgeoa 
and gunner ; and yet he diedaiiiis any inteBtkm of makw an 
eieepttOD by saying, ** Every officer and man on this expeaitiod 
behaved with an uncommon degree of valour and exertion." 

"In the month of April, IKOO," says Mr. Marshall, "Sir 
Edward Hamilton, returning home in the Jamaica packet for 
the cure of liis rounds, was captured by a privateer and car- 
ried into a French port; from whence he was sent to Paris, 
where he was taken particular notice of by Buonaparte, who at 
length agreed to bia being eicbanged for etz oudabijpinen."* 
Prevknmy to bis departure from Jamaica, the honee or assem*- 
bly of tbat island, with its accustomed liberality, voted Captaia 
Hamilton a sword of 'MK) guineas valve; and, on his arrival in 
England after his exchange, the common council of London 
voted him the freedom of their city. 

On the 24th of October, at 1 p. m., the British 12-pounder 
32-gun frigate Orpheus, Captain William Hills, being on ber 
passage fnm tbe island of Tematn, one of tbe Mduocas, to tba 
Straits of Banca, discovered and chased two sail offTogolanda; 
which eventually proved to be the Dutch Indiarcompany's ships 
2«eelast and Zeevraght, each mountin^i; 22 guns of different cali- 
bers, and laden with rice, powder, shot, gun-carriages, and other 
stores ; the first having a crew of 42 men, commanded by Cap- 
tain Pieter Janson, anti the other a crew of 33 men, commanded 
by Captain Pieter Meuae. 

At A P.M. it fell calm, and the Orpbeus bad to bont out all 
ber boats to tow. At 5 p. m., on a breeze springing up, tbe 
frigate cast off the boats, and made all sail, but did not arrive up 
witli the ships until 8 h. 45 m. r. m. ; when, having one on each 
bow, the Orpheus opened her fiic upon the two, and in a quar- 
ter of an hour compelled them to surrender ; the Zeelast with 
the loss of one man killed, and the Zeevragbt of six men 
wounded* Tbe Orpbeus berself bad also one of ber best seamen 
killed while employed in the main top, and five seamen womnded* 

On the 15tb of "November, at daybreak, the south-west end of 
Porto-Tlico bearing north-east distant 10 or 12 leagues, the 
British 18-pounder 36-gun frigate Crescent, Captain William 
Grenville Lobb, and Ui-gun ship-sloop Calypso, Captain Joseph 
Baker, having in charge a convoy from England and Cork 
bound to Jamaica, fell in witb a Spanisb squadron, consisting of 
the 64-gun ship Asia, Commodore Don Francesco Montes, 4(K 
gun iiigafte (IB-pounder) Anfitrite, Captain Don Diego Villo» 
«Mnez, and 16-gun ship-corvette Oalgo, Captain I>on Josef dft 
Arias, from Santo-Domingo bound to Havana. 

The two former of these ships being directly in tbe course of 

* MaraboU, toL i., p. 627. 
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the convoy to leeward standing; on the larboard tack, Captain 
Lobb made the signal fur his charge to haul to the wind on the 
starboard tack. Meauwlule the Calypso, followed by the Cres- 
cent, stood on ahead to reconnoitre the strangers ; and, on dis- 
. GO? eting tlMm to be enemiesy made the lijgiial to that effect to 
the eoDvoy. Orderiog the Calypeo by tignal to chase north- 
west, the divectioD in which lay tbe body of the convoy, the 
Crescent bore up to within random-shot of the Spanish 64 and 
firigate in the hope to draw them from the mercnantmen. At 
9 A.M. tlie Asia and Anfitrite tacked towards the convoy: 
immediately on which the signal was made for the vessels to 
disperse. 

About this time the Spameh conrette was obsemd standine 
for the ships of the coovoy which had hauled their wino. 
To relieve tiMSCy the Crescent hauled her wind : a manoeuvre 
which was ever>' way successful ; as she not only captured and 
carried off the Gal«j;o, but induced the Asia and Anfitrite to 
discontinue the chase of the leewardmost vessels, and haul up 
ai&o, in the vain hope to save their companion. Moreover, 
while the Calypso ran <^ to leeward with one part of the convoy, 
the Creseent and her prize led the other part to windward ; and 
in less tlian a week afterwards the whole convoy, except one 
ship^ the General-Groddard, were at anchor in Port-Royal, 
Jamaica. In this case, whatever we may think of the indeter- 
minate behaviour and gross mismanagement of Commodore Don 
Francisco Montes, we cannot but admire the prompt decisiou 
and skilful manoeuvres of Captain Lobb. 

On the 23d of November, at 6 p. the British hired cutter 
Conner, of 12 lon^ 4-poanderB and 40 men. Lieutenant Thomas 
8earle, cruising oil Flushing, observed a suspicions sail bring to 
a bark. The cutter immediately hauled her wind in chase, and» 
as she passed the bark, learnt from her that the other vessel was 
• a French privateer. The Courier thereupon crowded sail in 
pursuit; and on the 23d, at 9 a.m. Lowestoffe bearing north- 
west by west distant 10 or 12 leagues, succeeded in overtaking 
the Eranch cntter-privateer Gnemer, of 14 loi^ 4-poandevs and 
44 men, commanded by Ckiaen Felix L. Lallemand. A warm 
and dose action enanm, and lasted 60 minntes^ when the Gner- 
jier struck her colours. 

The Courier had her master, Mr. Stephen Marsh, killed at the 
commencement of the action, and two seamen wounded, the 
Guerrier, four killed and six wounded. These as is evident 
withont the aid of a tabular stateasent, were a well-matched 
pair of combatants; and the aetion was manfully sustained 
on both sides. Shortly after his capture of this privateer^ 
Lieutenant Searle obtained that promotion, to which, by his pre* 
vious (xallantry on more than one OGcasiooy he had fully entitled 
himself. 

On the 24th of November, at daybreak, the British 12-pounder 
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32-gun frigate Solebay, Captain Stephen Poyntz, cruising off 
the island ot St.-Donungo, discovered four vessels under easy 
sail in the nortb-west or windward ^wurtar. Altbooeh rather 
teMatdf owing to a atrong gale which had blown oarinff the 
night, the atrangers were a French squadron, composed of the 
Egyptten, an armed store-ship having a broad pendant and two 
rows of ports, out of the upper of which she carried 18 long 
brass 12-])ounders and two brass 36-pounder carronades, with a 
complement of 137 men ; the ship-corvette £ole, of 16 long 
brass S-pounders and two brass 3(>-pounder carronades^ and a 
crew of 107 men, the brig-conrette LeVrier, of 12 lonff brais 8- 
pounders and 96 men^ and the schooner Vengenr (late CShar* 
iotte, British), of eight long brass 6-pouoders and 91 men» 
This squadron had recently arrived at Cape-Frangois from 
Rocheforty and was now bound on a particular service to 
Jacmel. 

At 6 A. M., after making some signals which convinced Captain 
Povntz that the squadron was French, the Egyptien set all sail, 
and, accompanied by her conaorta, ateered towarda Cape TV- 
baron. The Solebay, crowding sail also, followed in pursuit, 
and kept watching for an opportunity to separate a force which, 
ivhile it remained united, was too formidable to be attacked. 
By 2 p. M. the wind had very much decreased ; but the Sole- 
bay, being the weathermost ship, continued to feel its influence 
in a considerable degree, while the Egyptien and her consorts 
lay nearly becalmed, and were still much disunited, the commo- 
dore and the brig bein^ to windward, and the second ship and 
the schooner at some distance to leewaid. Thus favourea, the 
frigate ran between the two divisions ; and, closing with the two 
weathermost vessels, captured them in succession after a slight 
resistance. Observing the fate of their commodore, the ship 
and schooner to leeward now endeavoured, by a light air of wind 
which then sprang up, to eflect their escape ; but they were 
aoon overtaken by the Solebay, and, after reeeinng a few of her 
ahot, hauled down their colours. 

Thna were taken, at one time, four French vessels, mounting 
between them 58 guns and manned with 431 men, by a British 
frigate mounting at the most 38 guns, with a crew of about 213 
men ; and all without a casualty on either side. In this affair, 
so highly creditable to the officers and crew of the Solebay, no 
gazette-letter was published: we therefore suppose that none 
was transmitted to Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, the eommandmn!- 
chief on the station. If an omission of this kind afieeted only 
the individual who was the cause of it, no one would have at 
right to complain ; but, on board a frigate especially, there are 
several commissioned officers whose main hope of advancement 
in their profession may be for ever blighted by such an apparent 
neglect in their captain. In this very instance. Lieutenant 
Robert Scott, first of the Solebay, was not made a commander 
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until three years after the caoture of the £gy ptien and her three 
oooaorts; and yet there can m little donbt that he would haie 
been promoted immediately, bad the nanal letter been transmitted- 
to the admiralty. We preaonu^ howeveri that the board did, 
at a subsequent day, become acquainted with the particulars of 
the Solebay's performance, as Admiral Parker was directed to 
signify to Captain Poyntz their lordship's high approval of his 
conduct. 

One only of the four TeiieU captnred by the Solely, was 
foimd ealcalated to eenre in the BritiBh navy. The tiole* or 
Eolany as named in Steel, a fine fast-sailing corvette of 395 tons, 
beoune afittrwards the 18-gun ship-sloop Nimrod, andcontinoed 
for several years to be an active cruiser. 

On the 3d of December, in the morning, the British 18-gun 
brig-sloop Racoon (16 carronades, 32-pounders, and two long 
sixes), Captain Hubert Lloyd, being about five miles from 
Dover, observed an enemy's lugger board a merchant brig. 
' Inatantly the Racoon made sail, and^ after a ranning fire of 
about 40 minutes, laid the lugger alongside. A smart fire waa 
then maintained by both vessels, until the lugger, which was 
the Intrepide,ot' Calais, mounting IGguns (probably 4-pounders), 
with a crew of 60 men, havirrj; had her foremast and bowsprit 
shot away, and beiog otherwise much damaged, struck, net 
colours. 

The Racoon hud all her fore shrouds on the starboard side, 
shot away, and her foremast badly wounded : her loss, however, 
was trifling, amounting, out of her crew of 120 men and boys, to 
only two wounded, the captain (slightly) and one seaman. The. 
l(»s of the Intrcpide amounted to 13 killed and wounded ; a loss 
which, coupled with the privateer's disabled state, proves how 
resolutely her commander, Citizen Saillard, his officers and crew, 
had defended their vessel, and that, too, against au opponent of 
a most decided superiority of force. The injured state of the 
Racoon's foremast prevented her finom pursuing the brig ; which, 
was the Melcombe, from London to Plymouth, with malt* The 
Intr^pide was quite a new vessel, and, for a lugger, of Tery 
large dimensions, measuring neariy 200 tons. The Racoon 
measured 317 tons. 

On the 17th of December, at 9 a. m., while the British 18- 
pounder 36-gun frigate Gienmore, Captain George Duff, and 
12-^ounder 32 -gun fiigate Aimable, Captain Henry Raper, 
bavmg in charan an outward-bound West India con?oy of be- 
tween 40 and 50 sail, wero off the island of Porto-Santo, steer* 
hag to the south-west with a fresh breeze from north*west by 
north, one of the convoy made the signal for a strange sail in 
the south by west. At9h. 30 m. the Aimable discovered three 
sail ; two of which appeared to be ships of war, and the third a 
large mefrchant ship without topgallantmasts. They were, in 
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fcct, the French 3()-gun frigate Sir^ne, Commodore Jean-Marie 
Renaud, and IS-guu ship-corvette (long 12-pouDders) Berg^r^ 
with tke Ctfettfc qtwliiiiif, cf 819 tci% which tb^ fcwl 
^Hl ncnnne captaitd. The ftigste wmA concile had miM 

fim RochelTe, aad woe bound to Cayenne; the latter with IfiO 
troops, and the former with 300, htmitm Vidor H«gt% iff 

West India notoriety, and his family. 

At 10 A. M. the Aimable spoke the Glenmore ; and shortly 
afterwards the two frigates, the latter preceding, made sail in. 
chase. At a few minutes past 11 a.m. the merchant ph2e hauled 
up to about easl-Mjil^-east, while the Vnmk ingfU ml oo^ 

covTse to the Meth-wcet, Th» m— iii, 
in all probability^ was meant to opm it e as a decoy to ike twe 
British frigates; and il pwtiatty auoeeeded, for at about lib. 
30m. A.M. the Glenmore, in consequence of the merchant ship 
without topgallantmasts " having the appearance of a rase," 
hauled up in chase of her, making the signal to the Aimable 
*• to prepare for battle/* After about an hour^s chase, and the 
discharge of one or two shot by the Glenmore, the Calcutta 
showed an Engliflh ensign, hofe tc^ and was leeaptared ; 
Glenmore herself lyiog^lo and sending her boat on bond^ 
although, as it would appear, an armed merchant ship was dose 
at hand ready to perform the office, and quite able to have se- 
cured the prize, had the latter made the slightest attempt to 
escape. 

The Aimable meanwhile, having clearly, from the first, made 
oat the peaceable character of the ship to windward, had stood 
away sooth-south-west after the two ships to leeward ; and 
which, as evidently, to her at least, were an enemy's fiigate and 
corrette. So fast did the Aimable leave her consort, who stitt 
continued lying by the recapture, that at 1 p. m. the lower masts 
of the Glenmore were half immerged in the horizon, and at 1 h. 
30 111. no part of her was to be seen. As the Aimable neared the 
enemy, the Ber<:ere appeared to be making increased efforts, by 
setting every stitch of canvass, to keep way with the Sircne, then 
about 600 yards ahead, wHh her sails proportioned to those of 
her comparatively slow-moving consort. 

At 2h. 40 m. p. m., having arrived within random-shot of the 
Bergere, the Aimable hoisted her colours, and fired at the latter 
one of her forecastle 5;nns ; whereupon the Sirene discharged a 
gun to Iteward, and hoisted a French ensign and comn;odore*8 
pendant. The corvette also hoisted her colours, and commenced 
firing at the Aimable ; who retunied the fire, hoping to disable 
the Bergtre, but still kepi up a little, to engage the Siidne to 
advantage. With the view of Ihistrrting the apparent design of 
the Ainiahle npon the corvette, the French frigate wore round 
and came astern of her. In conseqnence of this the AiuMble 
iras obliged to shorten sail and keep away at the same tioM^ hi 
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<n:der to follow tbe motions of the Sir^ne, along wbose ganff- 
irays were now wosa, pltttad tiute doep^ a nmmBtrnta body 

Allhoveh the wind vufiMb and the sea high^ the Sir^ne, a 
■Up of aSout 920 tons, appeared by her stability wad. steadi- 
JM8S to feel little of its effects ; while the Aimable, a ship of 
782 tons, and very deep with stores and provisions, kept rolling 
her maindeck guns in the water. Under these circumstances^ 
and perceiving no chance of separating the two ships, the 
Aimaole remained nithin gim-shot on the fneate% weathei^ 
qwrter, a tlM b»pe tbat the Gknnorey a ship of 926 tnaa^ 
and, as carrying a tier af iS-poonden, a match for the Siii^ 
end Bergere together, weald come to her assistance. At one 
time, indeed, a ship was seen to windward ; but, having no 
«tad ding-sails set, she did not promise a speedy reinforcement. 
Nor was this ship the Glenmore, but one of the armed vessels 
of tlie convoy, the Bellona, who had followed the Aimable in 
her chase, in order, as the master of her, with a feeling that, 
had he been othenrae cireamstaneed, might have prompted 
him to do mon^ laad, ^tolook oa." Had the Bellooa gone yet 
SmAtr beyond the strict line of her daty, and set her studding- 
sails, the Sir^ae, in all probability, woald have mistaken the 
hold merchant ship for a vessel of war, and, abandoning the 
Bergere to the Aimable, have sought her own safety in fliiiht. 

Having maintained his station within gun-shot of the French 
iiigate and corvette until dark, and being, by the ship's reckon- 
iag^, 16 nilei at leaat fiiom the coi»n>y uitrasted to hia joint- 
cbngOy aad at an equal diitaaoe, at then appeared and reall j 
aras the case, from taoae alone to whom he could look for sup- 
port, Captain Raper considered that he was not justified in a 
further pursuit of the Sin^ne and Berg(^re, now especially that 
they had bore up. The Aimable accord iniiiv, after making sig- 
nals with rockets and blue-lights, none of which were answered, 
stood away to Uie north-west in search of her consort and con- 
wtf. On the ISA, at 1 h. 30 m. a. the Aimable vejobed 
tfwm, fortanately withoat any lota of meo^ and with only a 
alight damage to her rigging and sails. 

This affair excites a mixed feeling of regret, that Cs^ain 
Duff should first have mistaken a merchant ship for a rase, and 
then have felt himself bound to keep in the midst of his convov, 
even after his consort, by his permission, h'ld gone in chase of a 
superior force ; and of the highest adiiuraUou at the gallaotiy 
c£ Oqitaia Raper, who, had ihrtaae placed him m the com- 
■nad of an 18, initead of 12 poonder frigate, woaid, most 
likely, unlem flight saved thmay have captured both tbe Sirdne 
and fier^^. 

According to the brief notice of this affair in the Moniteur, no 
damage or loss worth m j<ntioning was sustained by either French 
flhipi or rather by tlie Su tie, ib* o > other French ship is allowed 
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•to ht^e been present The " sang-froid'' of Victor Hugues is 
much praised, and so is the gallantry of the Fiench^ and the 

shyness of the British commodore ; in whicli, however, is meant, 
not Captain DufF of the Glenmore, but Captain Ilaper of the 
Aimable, as appears by the following passage in the account : 
*** Un combat s*engagea eiitre ia Sirene et une fregate anglaise, 
qui, apr^s quelques voltes de canons et de mitraille, et quoi^ue 
totiiemie par plutkurs mUrts frigatti qui ^taient en Tue, quitta 
la partiey &c. We need only to remind the reader, that it iMPas 
41 Uommodoie Jean-Marie Renaud who, about five years before, 
when commanding the French 3n-gun frigate Prudente, behaved 
in so discreditable a manner oli the I^le of France.* There, too, 
the French account contained several mistatements, and bo- 
stowed very great praise upon monsieur the commodore. 

On the 21st of Decemoer, in the evening, the British hired 
10-gun entter Lady-Nelson, while off Ckhnta point, ivas far- 
founded and engaged by two or three French povateers and 
aome gun-yessels, in sight of th^ 100-gun ship Queen Charlotte 
and 36-gun frigate Emerald, lying m Gibralter bay. Vice- 
admiral Lord Keith, whose flag was flying on board the former 
ship, immediately ordered the boats of the two to hasten 
towards the combatants, in the hope that it nnLrht encourage the 
Lady-Nelson to resist, until she could approach near enough to 
be covered by the guns of the ships* 

Before the boats could get up, however, the Ladjr-Nelioii 
had been captured, and was in tow by two of the privateerk 
Notwithstanding this, Lieutenant William Bainbridge, in the 
Queen-Charlotte's bnrc:o, with 16 men, ran alongside of, boarded 
with the greatest impetuosity, and after a sharp conflict carried, 
the Lady-Nelson ; taking as prisoners seven French oflScers and 
27 men : six or seven others had been killed or knocked over* 
board in the scuffle. 

In the mean time the two privateers, having cut the tovF* 
ropes and made off* towards Algesiras, were pursued by Lord 
Cochrane in the Queen-Charlotte's cutter. The darkness of the 
night prevented tlie boats from acting in concert, otherwise both 
rivateers would probably have been taken. Lieutenant Bain- 
ridge was severely wounded in the head by the stroke of a 
sabre, and slightly in other places. Some of his men were also 
wounded. These boat-attacks are desperate afiairs, and fern 
have exhibited more gallsntry than that which ended m the 
recapture of the Britisli cutter Lady-Nelson. 

On the ^6th of December»at 10 h. 16 m. a. m., the Dodmaa 
bearing nortli distant hoven or eight leagues, the British cutter 
Viper, of lourteeu 4-poundors and 48 men and boys, Lieutenant 
John Penrrellv, perceiving a suspicious-looking vesircl to wind- 
ward, tacked and stood after her. At 10 h. 45 m. a. m. the Viper 
brought the stranger to close action, which continued i» tnicft 

* Sef ToL i., p. 219. 
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quarters of an hour, v?hen the latter sheered off. The Viper 
immediately gave chase ; and, after a running fight of an hour 
and a half, had the good fortune to lay her opponent on board. 
Two well-directed broadsides then compelled the French lugger> 
piirateer Foiet, of fourteen 4--pounder8, and 67 out of a com- 
plement of 64 men (aeren having been sent away in a prize on 
that morning), comman<Ied by Citizen Louie Bonvet, to strike 
her colours. 

The Viper had her mainmast rendered unserviceable by the 
privateer's shot, and her rigging and sails very much cut ; but 
the cutter escaped with only her commander (slightly) and one 
seaman wounded. The Furet's rig^ng and sails were in as bad 
a condition as the Viper's, and her loss much greater ; amount- 
ing to four seamen killed, her first and second captains, and mx 
seamen wounded, four of them dangeronsly. 

This was a very spirited little affair, and ranks with the 
Courier and Guerrier as to the near equality of the match. 
Moreover it was, as will be recollected, the second occasion where 
the Viper cutter, under the same commander, had captured a 
French privateer of equal force.* 

OOLOMIAL SXPBBinOHS. — WEST tllDIES. 

On the dlst of July an expedition intended to act against the 
Dutch island of Surinam, composed of the 98-gun ship Prince- 
of-Wales, Captain Adrian Renoji, bearing the flae of Vice- 
admiral Lord Hugh Seymour, 74-gun ship Invincible, Captain 
William Cayley, four frigates, one 20-gun ship, and one gun- 
brig, having on board a body of troops commanded by Lieu- 
tenant-general Trigge, sailed from Port-Royal bay, Martinique. 

On the 11th of Au2;ust the expedition made the coast of 
Surinam to windward of the river of that name, and uu the Kith, 
in the afteroooD, stood in and came to an anchor off the mouth 
of the riTcr. A summons was immediately sent in to the 
governor of the colony, who requested and recei?ed 48 hours to 
consider of the proposals. On the 18th the Dutch governor 
consented to treat; and on the 19th, on account of the shallow- 
ness of the water, the troops were removed from the two line- 
of-battle ships to the fi iuates. This done, the latter, with the 
admiral and general ou board of one of them, weighed and pro- 
ceeded to a uesh anchorage about two miles up the river. 

In this situation the British squadron continued until the 
night of the 20th, when the capitulation wss returned finally 
ratified and confirmed by the governor ; and on the foUowiuff 
day, the 21?t, Fort New-Amsterdam was taken possession or, 
and the garrison, numbering 750 men, of whom 250 only were 
regulars, marched out with the honours of war. On the 22d 
several other forts and posts, including the town of Paramaribo, 

•See p. 88: 
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tiie capital of the colony, were taken quiet possession of, and 
the whole of Surinam surrendered to the arms of Great Britain. 

The only vessels of war, found lying in Surinam river, were 
the French ship-corvette^ Hussar, of 20 long S-pouoders,* and 
tlM Dntdi brig corvette, OuK^iaiDy of 16 long 6*po«ideiB. 
Both fronds were added to the J^riCuh nayy ; the latler by ber 
own name, and the taner by the name of the cohmj in whose 
waters she had been captured. 

BAST UIOIS8. 

Although, from its sitoatioOy not a plaoe at Ihe reduction of 
which the Biitish navy could co-operate, yet, as the capital of 
an immense territory, and the residence of a powerful and 
enterprising chief already named in these pa<res, the fortress of 
Seringapatam claims to have its surrender noticed. 

The British and native troops a^embled for the reduction of 
this important fortress were commanded by Ueotenant-genenl 
Harris; and on the 30th of April, the batteries of the ftvmer 
began to batter in breach. On the 3d of May, a breach was 
xeported practicable; and on the 4th, the capital of Mysore was 
carried by assault, with a loss to the British and native troops 
of 83 killed (13 only of the latter), 297 wounded, and six 
missing-. Anions: the killed in defending Seringapatam, was 
the Sultan Tippoo-Saib, whose body after a long search, was 
fonnd under a heap of slatn in one of the gateways. Sevenl of 
the igalianl Tippoo's chie& and head men fell on the aaaw 
occasion. 

Among the nomeroas prisoners taken in the fortress weie a few 

French ofRcers ; and, anions; Tippoo's p;ipers, %vas found the 
clearest evidence of the ixood undcrstandmg that had subsisted 
between tlie deceased Sultan and the Fi^ench government; and 
this even while Tippoo was negotiating, in seeming heartiness 
and ^ood faith, with the Earl of Moroington. Of the origin 
and ill soecess of « jweTions application on the part of the 
saltan for a supply oi French troops, we have already given 
some acconntf By the documents found at Tippoo-Mb's 
death, it appears that the French government was also to sup- 
ply him with naval oftlccr^, who were to receive a large pay ; 
that Mangalore was to be Tippoo's principal seaport, and that 
Goa and even Bombay were to have been attacked : the first of 
which settlements, on their anticipated easy reduction, was to be 
retained by Tippoo, and the latter to be given «p to the French. 

• So, with tlie usual substitution of 9 for 8 pounders, represented in 
Lord Hu^s letter; but as the ship was only 413 tons, we cousider that the 
flw weM eUlKT fem in nimibei; or of a UgMer calibw^ 

t 8flep.21i. 
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A list of ships of the line and fri^tes, late belonging to tiie French navy, 
CBptudl* OfltCioyed, wneked, Sowadend, or aeeuwntally burnt* daring tbe 
jew 1790. 



Gttn-ihip 
74 ... 



SMuiHDt 



{: 



36« 



r Wrecked, December, 16, on the 
J Grand Stevcnet, in coingout of 
J Brest. About 686 of her 1300 
(, aeuiien and troops perished. 
C Foundered, December 30, off the 
Scdvola ..M*........*..**..**...... < coast of Ireland. Crew saved 

C by the Frencli 74 Revolution. 
C Wrof kiHl, at same time, on the 

Impatieate 

Q yen, pcrUhed. 

(Z) p««»p». 1 'Wc'^cf^^' """^ 

C Captured, April 22, by the Inde- 
Virginie ^ futigable and squadron, ofl' the 

'Dcstroyrd, Ancust 22, after be» 



Aodroimque 



ng run on shore, on the coast 
>r Francf, bv Sir J. B. War- 



(2>) Renomm^-e 



ini 
of 

rcn's M(uadron. 
Captured. July 12, by the AIM 
74, off ISt.-Domingo. 

Tribune i Captur^ nme day. by the Uni- 

^ corn 32, off Ireland, 
r Captured, April 13, by the Re- 
TjnjM J volutionnaire 38 (otlier frigates 

„ ....f................. compenyX off the coast of 

(, France. 

C Captured, December 13, by the 
Vcstafo < Terpsichore 82, near Cadix, 

( but recaptured next day. 
Captured, June 7, by tlx ' Santa^ 
Margarita 36, oti irclund. 

Xcniem ..5 Captured, March 9, by a British 

t}g ) - ***** ••••••••••• ^ squadron, near Tunis. 

"J C Captured, April 20, by the In- 

^ „ Unitd } constant 86, in the Mediter- 

( laoeaa. 
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No. 2. See p. 1. 



A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the Dutch navy, 
captured, destfvjeij^ wyecked, foundered, or acciidentelly bamt, during the 
year J79(>. 

yii-r. c: How; when, and what loit. 



ship 

f(P) Dordrecht 
w Revolutie. 



64^ 



w Zealand 
r(T) Bnkd... 



5U 



Goa-firifrate 



Vau-Tromp , 



(Z) 


Casthor 


< (B) 




.(D) 


Biaave 
• 



{ 



Captured, Augutt 17, bjr IHe^ 

admiral Elpliinstono's squadrwi 
at die Cape of Good Hope. 
'Captured, March 4, by Vice-ad- 
miral Richard Onslow, eo0i> 
manding the ships of war at 
Plymoutli, having bc*en de- 
tained in port, by Ae oiden 
of the British government, since 
the commeuoemeiit of the pr^ 
ceding year. ^ 
Captured, August 17, as Dor> 
arecbt,&c. 



(G) Jnon ..............................^ 



Capturod, June 8, liy her crew 
mutinviug and carr^ine her 
into Greenock ; where tfis 1^ 
gun brig-6loop Pellcttl «i«ic 
p<v-;-;r«ssi<)n of her. 
Capturi d, May 12, by the Ph<B- 

(B) Aigo ^ nix 36, and othershipt, ia Ike 

( North Sea 

' Captured, iu March, by the An- 



i 



Zephyr 



(/) 

(A) fieUona 
Tbeds 



dromeda 92, and two sloops, 
in the Frith of Forth ; where 
she was lyings unapptinl of 

L hustihtics. 

Sircne ( Captured. August 17, as Tkt^ 

I (ln'r!it, &'C. 
Captured, April 2ii, by the Bri- 
tish at the surrender of De» 
merara. 



APPENDIX. 



377 



Now 8. See p. I. 



A list ot ships of the line and frigates, late beloneing to the Spanish navy, 
captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the 
1796. 



Gaa-frii:. 
40 



34 (D) Mahonm. 



Bow; wImd, and 



Captured, December 20, by the 

Sabina i Mtiieiir«88^off CudMgena, but 

ntmpUued on tho feUowing dqr. 

Captured, October 13, by tne 
Terpsichore 32, near Ca^pe de 
Gata, Mediterranean. 



An afaatract of French, Dutch, and Spanbh ships of the line and firigBt«% 

captured, &c, during the year 1796. 



Lost tliroafb 




ShipaofdieHiie^S^ 



Frig^taa.*.*.* 
Total. 



••• 
8 

Fr. 9 

Dn. 1 1 
2 

.86 



Sp. 



Lost throo^ 
■ccident. 



Total Total 
kwtto MhM 
tbo lotta 
\ ¥JtMJB, BiltMk 
itaVT* 



I 



••• 
I 



3 



1 



••• 



t 

8 8 

18 8 

11 10 

2 I 

89 88 



dp 



« 
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No. 4. See p. L 



AHit«f ships and vessels, late belonging to the British navy, capture*!, 
dettxoyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the year 179G. 



80 (K) Ca-Jm Chafc D. Puter^ 

r (N)Cb«ra«vttr .......B. HalloweU.^^ 

H 

I (O) BoBibay^Ga8tle..'I1io. Sodiebjr* 



54 (S>MalalMr 
AO (T)SaUabuiy.. 



.Thomas Parr... 
.Wm.MitGheU 



Oun-frir 
88 



{ 

f (O Leda John Woodley| 

[ (D) mmAm ......... H.W.Bayntun | 

f (//) Active ...„«...«.Ed.Le?.Gower | 

82j r 

...MM... Israel PeUewM< 

S8 (/) Hussu............ James Colnett 

OnB p. »hip 

20 (O) NaxdsBUB.. Percy Fraser... 

O. sh. sip. 

18 (if) Connortiit...M..TIioinas Gott. 

16 (7") Arab Step. Seymour | 

a bg. Bio. 

(Y> Curlew, 



F.Yentrii Field 

(a) Scourge William Stap.. 

w iSirrii^M.M...M....MDamel Guerio| 



Burnt by accident and blown up» 
April 11, in 8ni-Fk>ren»> bqr t 
crew, except four, saved. 

Wrecked, December 18, tiear the 
foot of Ape's Hill, Straits of 
Gibraltar: crew, ezcqit 1S4» 

W perished, 
recked, December 21, in tlie 
fiver Tagus : crew saved. 

Foundered, October 10, in coming 
from tlie West Indies; crew 
saved. 

Wrecked. May 13, on the Isle of 
Avache, St. Domii^t crew 
saved. 

Wrecked, ' August 87, on the 

Monmt Keys, West Indies : 
crew saved. Had been Arethme 
c 1799. 

Foundered, January 11, by up- 
setting in a heavy squall, m lat. 
38° 8, long. 17- 40 : crew. 
excq>t seven, perished. 

Wrecked, December 7» in the 

Swin : crew saved. 
Wrecked, in July, in the river 

St. Lawrence : crew saved. 
Burnt by accident and blown up, 

September 22, in Hamoaze, 

Plymouth; and most of the 

crew perished. 
Wrecked, December 27, on the 

eoast of France : crew saved. 
Wrecked, Oct. 3, on Sandy kejt 

New Providence : crew saved. 
Burnt by accident and blown up, 

Dec. -24, at Port«u-Prince, St.- 

Domingo : crew, exoept 90^ 

W perished, 
recked, June 10, on the Pen- 
marcks near Brett : crew savetl. 
Foundered, December 31, in the 

North Sea : crew perished. 
Foundered, date unknown, off the 

coast of Holland : crew fwived. 
Wrecked, date unknown, in the 
Bejof Hoodnnt : crew perished. 
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No. 

Row, when , and where loet. 



- « „ C.Wnecked, date unknown, on 

f crew saved. 

r (b) Bermuda ......ThoniM Iffaztone^ { foundered, ibte unknown, in the 

1 4-^ \ t'lorida gulf : crew periahed. 

I „ HdMw Jercmh. J. Symons [ Nor. 8, on thecowt 

^ of Holland : crew perished. 
Qttn.brig „ . ^ ( Captured, October 2, by a Spa- 

10 (I) £ipOTiioent...Oeorge Hayes...... i niah squadron in the Medi- 

r terranean. 

(m) flMiw.........John TMm^.. \ ^'?*f^' ^ov., on th< roaat 

I 01 JJominica : crew saved. 
( Wrecked, in Not., at Porto- 
Fammw ......John Oourly j Forrajo^MeditomuieMi: eicw 

C saved. 



ABSTRACT. 

the enemy. aeeldeBt. 



r ^ > I '^ 

Gapt. Dest. Wrecked PouDdered. fianit. TotaL 

Ships of the line 2 ... IS 

n under the line... i ... 11 6 2 20 

Tofal......*. 1 ... IB 6 8 98 



No. ft. See p. S. 



For tliepayaodmaintenanceof 100,000 seamen and 20,000 .£ t. d. 

marineB ; alio the expense of 8eaM)rdnance 6,240,000 0 o 

M the ordinary expenses of the navy, induding the haUt 

pay to sea and marine officers 851^78 1 7 

n the extraordinnries ; including Uie building and re- 
pairing of ships, and oridieroitia WOffL...................... 766,100 0 0 

Towards drfrayiiii; the oxponse^ and pKVeiltillg the 11^ 

creu^of tile debt of tlie navy »..»........ 5^000y000 0 0 

To deAwf the expense to be ineoned bv increase to the 
pay of the seamen and marine^ ttid by the proposed 
of fun allowance of pronaions ........................ 472,00( ) 



fl o 



Total supplies gianted Ibr the sea^ervice 18^188^78 I 7 



F 2 
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No. 8. Sec p. 72. 

The following statemeDt will show the intended order of battle ut thf? 
Britkh fleet in ifae Gampeidoini betde, the tonnages and eomplementi of 

the respective shipi» tog^er with the damages, as far as tney can be 
ascertained, and UM lo« offidaUy rqftorted to haye been sustained in the 

action. 



SHIPS. 



c 

o 



o 
■H 
I 



Riissel 

Director.... 



M(>iita;:\i 
Vcti-raii .. 



Toni. 



Monardi ... 



Poweiiul .. 



I 

tr, 



Muiunoiitl) 
, Aginoourt .. 

Tiiuniph ... 



VenenbIe.M 

Ardent •••••• 



•5 



i 

3 



Bedford .... 



Lancaster... 
Belliqueiix 

Adamant .... 
I&u» 



1377 



1612 



1627 

14S9 
1434 



1825 



1669 



1422 



1606 



l4.iU 
1879 

IdtiO 
1001 



28602 



Principal Dama^cji. 



No ilamnpc of any conscqnenr* 

Foreyard shot away, bowsprit 
shot through ; aJso boats, 
booms, &c 

\o damaire of any const^|uoncc 

riirco guns disaljU-d, hut no 
thing furtluT nf mnsoqnence 

Hull greatly liamagod. Vt-ry 
leaky. Spars and rigging un- 
hurt 

A good deal hit in hull ; and 
niastji, Sec. much wonndi'd... 

No damage of any consequi-nce 

One diot tlirongli wind and 
water. Nothing else ma- 
terial 

Ver>' leaky from shot4M>les. 
1 lirci' _';ins and seven car- 
riages disabled. Masts, Ac. 
much cut 

Much cut up in hull, and ver}' 
leaky. Some light spars, but 
no lower masts, shot away ... 

Hull pierced in all directions :{ 
all iiKi-fs, lie. cut, hut none 
of any consequence shot 
away 

Hull hit in many places and 
ver\- low. Ship leaky in 
consequence. No principal 
spars shot away, but most of 
tliem wo\ui(lcd 

No damage ot any consequence 

Hull and spai>i, particularly 
the former, much shattered... 

No damase of any ronsoqnejjce 

Ditto \ 



Comple* 



LOSS. 



«ot. 


K. 


w. 


584 


0 


7 




u 


7 
4 


584 


3 


5 


485 


4 


•21 


698 


36 


100 


584 


10 


78 




e 
0 




485 


0 


0 


634 


29 


55 


587 


15 


62 


485 


41 


107 


584 


30 


41 


485 




18 


48.5 


25 


78 


338 


0 


0 


338 


2 


21 


8221 


208 





The order of battie was reversed : hence, tlie starboard division led. 
several of tbe shipi were ont of their pfaioes. 



But 
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No. 7. Seep.7S, 

The following statement Mnlidiit the names of the Dutch ships in the 
order in which they were drawn up in line, together with their respective 
tonnages and complements, and, as fiur as they can be ascertained, the 
prindptl damages and iMiiottftined by die ihipa. 



8HIIV. 



Gelyklieid* 

Hercules* 

Denial 
Viyheid 



States-OcDen).. 

Wassenaer* 
Batavier .......... 

Brutus ~ 

Leydon 

Man> 

Cerberus 

Jupiter* .......... 



Haeriero 

Alkmaar* 



10fi2 
1305 
1S66 

1860 
1602 

IMO 

1269 
1048 

loOO 

im>7 

1357 
1817 
1559 

1824 

1041 

1050 



90087 



Complc- 
meot. 



Probably not mocfa damaged in 

hull or spars 

Believed not to imve been dis- 
masted; but UDoertaiii 

Hull torn to pieces, antl imicl) 
burnt near the stern. Mi/t-n- 
mast shot away, and all spurs, 

&c. mnrli cut 

In t lie synie state of uncertainty 

u:3 Geivklieid 

Hull ridiued, so as to he scarcely 
seaworthy ; and all three m;i^ts 

sliot away by tlic board 

Hull agood deal hit : wheel shot 
away : spars, &C. wounded... 

Uncertain 

Very trifling, it is bdiered....^ 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Mizeiuna^t shot away 

No damage of any conse(pieiice 
Hull preatlv shattered. Main 
and mizuu masts shot away. 
Other masts, &c. cut to pieces 
Ditto : aI>o main topmast and 

iiiizen ma^t shot away 

Hull much cut up : mizen mast 
and main topmast shot a^^ ay , 
fore and main masts fell after- 
wards 



HnU torn to {rfi 



350 
450 

450 
450 

550 

550 
450 
850 
550 
450 
4tX) 
450 

550 

450 



350 
875 



Monnikendam ttiffM^. 



7176 



LOSS. 



Total, as published* in grossk hi a Frendi newspaper. 



K. 



40 



t 

20 

10 
1 

6 



vv. 



26 
48 



t 



t 

40 

50 

14 

9 



6-2 

76 



490 
50 



dSO 
40 



640 620 



The ships marked were captured ; the mark J in the loss denotes that the 
amount was great, but, as well as where a blank appears, is unascertainable. 
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Mo.& Seep.lOjk 



A list of aluus ot tlic line aiid frigates, late belonging to tlie French oavy, 
captured, cmtroyed, wmked, fbunderadt or aoddeotallv bumt^ during tlw 
y«ar 1797 



Gon-ahip 



74 ...Droit»ide-rUomme 



G«B-Mt. 



rWredked, Januaiy 13, during an 
J action with the IndefittigRble 
'** I and Amazon frigitei^ new the 
^ Penmarcke. 
Ponndlered, in No?emb«'» on lier 
passage from Americft: crew 
saved by Insurj^ntc. 

/Captured, March 9, along witli the 
22-gnn corvette Constance, by 
the San Fiurenzo and Njnmplie 
. frigates, oti^ Brest, 
r Captured, Januanr 5, with tfOOps, 
Tortue..........................-^ by the Pdlyphemui 64^ off 

Ireland. 

r Destroyed, July 17, by Sir J. B. 
... CUliope.......................^ WnrrenlBiquadion, on the const 

of France. 

(Destroyed, April 17, after being 
ran on shore, by the Urandeier 
and Valiant 74s, off'St.-Dominao. 
Misnamed Uannonie in we 
oflicnl neeount and in Sted. 
Captured, December 2^2, by the 
Phoebe frigate, off Sicily. 

... SurveiUante «| ^b^l"^ ^ 



No. 9. See p. lOS. 



A list of sliips of the hne and frigates, lately belonfling to the Dutcii navy, 
ceptarad, dettvogred, wiwkedi nundered, or aod&ntally burnt, during the 
]pear 1707. 



Viyheid 



64 <^ 



f (P) Deniee.. 

1 Golykheid 



C » 



liacrlem. 

Hercules 

Wassenaer.. 

(T) Akiiiaar 

Dellt 



and 



Captured, October 1 1, by Admiral 
Duncan, ofl' Camperdown. 

Ti u Dt-lft foundeied on her way 
into port 
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N0.IOL See p. 105. 

AliM 

capi 

the year 1797 

Kane. Bow, when, and where lost. 



Mt of ships of the line and ftiflites, kte belonging to the Spanish navy 
captured, (lL>stroyed, wrecked, foundered, or aoeimntally burnt, during 



GOMllip 



112^ (B) Salvador-del- M undo f Captured, Febninry 1 4, by Admiral 

( „ San-Josef. s ^ir Julin Jervis, oii' Cape San- 

^ \ (K) Sen-NicolBe ........................ L Vincent. 

f Destroyed, Feb. 17, in Shagga- 



Sen-Yincente, 
Arrogante.»..< 

Gallardo 

74 ' 



{ 



ramus bay, island of Trinidad, 
to pevent capture by Rear^ 

. admiral Harvey. 
(M) San-Damaao. Captured, on the same orcnsion. 

. S».Y«ta,. {'^Cn'^oUc':"'' Saivador^el. 

emm.'r g. C Captured, April 26, by the Irre- 

(D) Ninfa. { sistible 74, in Conil bay, near 

* Gadix. 
Destroyc<I, on the «ime occasion, 
after having been run on shore. 
Dcitroyed, at the same time as 
San-Vinoent^ fte. 




Sant».EIcna... 
... SantapCecilia.. 



Ad abstmet of Fteocb, Dutch, and SjmniHh ships of the line and frigates, 
captured, &c. dunng the year 1797. 

. * 41, . » Total Total • 

Lost through Lost through added 

the enemy. acci.tcnt. toOtm 

/ X * » F.D.KcS. BrttMl 

Cajit. ficrt. Wraokad. Foudaral. Bornt. aaviaa. aavys ■ 

•••• ... 1 ••• 1 ••* 
Du. 7 

Sp. 5 3 ... ' ... ... S 5 

Fr. 3 2 1 1 ... 7 3 

Du. 2 ... *•. ••• ••* S 1 

Sp. I 2 ... ... ... ^ 3 I 

Total......... 18 7 S I ... «H 17 
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Na 11. See p. 10ft. 

A list of ships and vessels, late belonging to tlie British navy, captured, 
destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the year 1797. 



Command CT. Bitm, fThen, and wbM lotL 



» (i) An* -...Sir Bd.»d 1^ { ^T^^f 

C Wfeckfid,Jaa. 14,ontheFNndi 
'(C) Amuon »...1U. Gartfa* Rqnolds ^ coast, near Isle Bas : CfCfir 

saved, but made prisoDcn. 
Wredud, Not. 16, off Halifia, 
THiMif ••••wJSooij BtAif ••••••••• i NofipSooCut t cicw* €8oqpt 

( seven, perished. 
( Captured, Sept. 22, her crew 
S2 (iT) HcnnioiW •••Ha^ PigOt «•••.•••.. < mutinyingaud carrying herinto 

^ La Guira, South America. 
Wrecked, in April, at tlie island 
fif SCi-Doniiiiigo : crew wtmdm 
Foiinder«d,date unknown, in the 

China mm : crew perished. 
Wrecked, Dec 27. on Hog- 



28 (/) Tartar . ...... Hon. CElphiiMtone 

O. ah. Mlp. 

r{U) Swift.........ThoBMS Bapmd.,, 

»i , — . _ 

l(Vy HaBter.«....TiidDr Twket ....... ^ idand, off Viiginia : crew, 

( except five, saved. 

■jU- F«««._V.I-tia.CU«d... W ^--^^u^ .e« 

\ |W»«. Heil.H«dingP«lier> Fo.mdorod, January 2 off 

' ° ^ oiiannon : crew perished. 

14 (b) Hermes.. William Mulao. \ Foundered. In J^oaiy, at sea : 

Q ^ I crew perished. 

"(^(f^ Pmiom Samuel MaMn \ Foundered, date unknown in the 

l^J I North ?ea: crew perished. 

1 K«olution... William Hugget..... I ^ unknown, at 

* oo ) sea : crew perished. 



XrfWfrinMiMii Matthew Wiendi 



I Captured, in December, off 
(g) Growler ..•••Jobn Hollingnrorth. ^ Dungeness. by two Fkendi 

row-boats. 
Cwptured, in May, in the Wcet 



\ uwptured, in May, m tn€ 
I Indies, by the French. 




Destroyed, July 24, in front O* 
JohBOibMO < Snnta-Cni7. : 96 of oewand 



•■{ 



passensers perished, 
lied, d 



r Captured, date unknown, by her 
M«In«facny ...J f"^"^ mutimnng and carrying 
' I her into a French port in the 
L West Indies, 
r Wrecked, April 27, on the 
F.B.(u) AUm»..M...Heni7 Savage Middle sand, in the Swint 

L crew saved. 

D.S.(y) ProTidence..W. Hen. Broughton | Jfg IljS.*'^ 
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Clw ciMni7« 



, K- 



Capt. Dot. Wrecked. Ftoondered. Burnt. Total. 



Ships of the line 

„ under the line 4 18 5 ... 18 



• «• ••« ••• **■ 



Total.............. 4 16 6 ... IB 



No. 12. See p. 107. 

For the pay and niaintentnes of ICOgOOO Mumn and £ 9» d, 
ako the espcnw of iMMMrdnanoe. ...... 

w tbe wear and tear of ibipa ID which thay are to ierre^ AfiMfiOO 0 0 

n tiie ordhiaiy expem e a of the navy, including the halt 

pqrtoaaaaiidniuiiieollloefi ............................... 689^868 10 7 



w die expense of the transport service^ and fer maiB- 
tcoaiiceofpriaoDenofwarin health............... ......... 1,900^000 0 0 

M the extraordinaries ; including the bulldilig and re* 
pairing of shipa, and Other extra work ..................... 639,530 0 0 

Total fopplieB graoted lor the le a ae n r i ce .............. jeiM4Wg 19 7 
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No. 13. See p. 1 13. 

Dans Dotre position, nous devons fiure k I'AngleCene 
nous le fMnmnn. Que nous Myon en pais ou en guerre, il nous taut 

qujirntito ou cinqunntc millions pour rt'organiser notre marine. Notre arnit-c 
dc tcrrc n'eu sera ni plus ni muius forte, au lieu que la guerre oblige TAngle- 
terre k fiure des pr6parati6 immenaes qui ruinent ses finances, dttraisent 
rt's[)rit du commcrcf, et changcnt ahsolumont la constitution ct Ira moeurs de 
ce fteuple. Nous devons emoloyer tout i'^t^ a armer notre escadre de Brest, 
k mm eaeraer not naCdots oana k lade, k adierer let vaiaieaiix qui soot en 
construction h Rocfaefoit, k Lorient et a Brest. Si Ton met qudque activitd 
dans CCS travaux, nous pouvons esp6rcr d'avoir, an mois dc Scptembre, trento 
cinq vaisseaux u Brest, y compris les quatre uu cinq uouvcaux que Tun peut 
constniirei Lorient et a Rochcfort. 

Nous aurons vers la fin du mois, dans les diflTt'rens ports de la Manche, pros 
de deux cents clialoupes canonuieres : il laut les placer a Cherbourg, au 
HAttc, & Boulogne, i Dunkerque eC a Ostende, et employ tout Ta4 k 
amariner nos soldats. En continurint i\ donnor a la commission des cotes dc 
la Manche trois cent mille francs par decade, nous pouvons faire construire 
deux cents autres chaloupes d'une dimension plus forte et proprcs ^ trans- 
porter dct chevaux. Nous aurimw done au mou de Septembre quatre cents 
chaloupes canonnic rt>< a Boulopie, et vingt-cinq vaisseaux de guerre a Brest. 
Les Hollandais peuvent avoir ^galemeut dans cet iutervalle douze vaisseaux 
de guerre au Tezd. 

Nous avons dans la M^^ditcrran^e doux cspcces du vaisseaux : Douze vais- 
seaux de construction fran9aise, qui {Ksuvent, d'ici au mois de Septembre, 
toe augment^ de deux nouveaux ; neuf de construction v6niticnne. II 
serait possible, aprci TespMition que le g o w t erii eroent proiette dans la 
M^itcrrance de faire passer les quatorze vaisseaux a Brest, et do partlcrdans 
la Mdditerrande simpleroent les neuf vaisseaux v(lnitiens, ce qui nous ferait, 
dan le oourant du rooit d'Oetobre on de Novembre^ dnquante yt&ueaux de 
guerre franyais a Brest, ct presquc autant de frt'ifratog. 

11 serait possible alors de transporter c^uaraute mille hommes sur le point 
de FAn^leterre qne Poo voudrait, en ^ntant mteie im conbat nairal, ti 
rentiomi etait plus fort, dans le temps que qwMnte mille hommes menace- 
Riient de patir sur les quatre cents cnalonpos canonnibres et autant de 
bateau x-pircl KM irs de Boulogtie, et que I'escadre Hollundaise et dix mille 
hommes de trans|)ort menaceraient de se porter en Ecosse. L'invasion en 
Anpleterre, execiitte dc rottp manierc, ct dans les mois de Novcmbro et de 
Dccembre, serait presquc ccrtaine. L'Angleterre s'^puiserait par un effort 
iniaieme, et qui ne la garantirait nas de notre invasion. 

En effet, IVxp^^dition dans I'Orient obligera rennemi d'cnvoyer six vais- 
seaux de guerre, de plus dans I'lnde, ct pcnt-etre le double de frrpates a Tem- 
bouchure de la Mer Rouee : elle serait obligee d'avoir de vingt-dcux u vingt- 
cinq vaisseaux a rembonrhnrc de la Mediterran6e ; soixante vaisseaux devant 
Brest et douze devant le Texel ; ce qui formerait nn total de cent trois vais- 
seaux de guerre, sans compter ccux qu'elle a aujourd'iuii eu Amcrique et aux 
Indes, sans compter les dix ou douze r^sseaux de 60 canons ayee une ving- 
taine de fregatcs, qu'elle serait obli<r<'e d avoir pour s'opposer, a Tinvasion oe 
Boulogne. Nous nous conserverions toujours maitres de la M(3diterran^ 
puisque nous y aurions neuf vaisseauv dc construction veniticune. 
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II y uurait encore un moycn d'augmenter nos forces dam cettn mcr : cf» 
■emit de fairc ccder par TEsp^ne trois vaisseaux de guerre et trois fre^tes 
k la rflpublique ligurienne. Cette r^publique ne peut plus ^re Mijouiffhni 
qu'un departement de la Franrr:* ello a plus de vjngt mille excellens 
marina. II est d'une trcs-bonne politique de la part de la France de (avoriser 
la r^pubHque ligurienne, et d'exiger mtaie qu*ale ait qudoues vaisseaux de 
guerre. Si Ton pr^Toit des difficult^ ii ce que TEspagna cede k noua ou i la 
r^publique ligiinenne tron vaisseaux de guerre, je croirais utile qtie noua- 
memes nous vendissions a la ropublique ligurienne trois des neuf vaisseaux 
que Dona avooa pria anx Y^iutiem, et qua nooa exigeaanons qu*ila an ooo- 
struisissent trois aiitr<^ : c'est ui)e bonne escadre, mont^e par de bons marins, 
que nous trouverons avoir eacnee. Avec Targent que noua aurons des 
Liguriens, noua ferooa fidre a Toulon ' ' 



trdb boa vaiiaeaax de notre 

tion : car les vaisseaux de construction v^nitienne exigent autatit de matelote, 
qu'un bon vaisseau de 74 ; et des matelots, voila notre (lartie faible. Dans 
les ^v^neraens futurs qui peiivent arriver, il nous est cxtremement avan- 
t<igeux que les trois republi({\ies d'ltalie, qui doiyant halanciw les forcaa dtt 
roi de Naples ct du grand-due de Toscane, aient ime marine pluafortoqiM 
cclie du roi de Naples. — Ftctoires ct ConqtUtet, tome x., p. 375. 



* Tal fill an aftt aoo aort alx an aeptana plua taid. 
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No, 14. See p. 16a 

On the iOtb, at 9 a. Lieutenant Duval embariied on board a tnree- 
melted, kteanrigged Scenderoon boet, laden with beane» and armed with 
two swivels. On the llth, at 4 p.m^ he lost sight of the fleet, and steered 
north-oast, passing within a mile and a half of the Swiflsurc and her prize, 
the Fortune corvette. On tlie 16th, at 5 p.m.. the boat andiored within 
three-quarters of a mile of Scanderoon ; and saluted the town (a Kttle paltiT 
place, in the midst of a swamp) with five swivels, but was not answered. 
This, and the non-appearance of any colours, raised a suspicion tliat the 
Firench party prerafled in the town* At l«igth m boat came oC having on 
board a Turk, who called himself captain of the port. At Lieutenant, 
Duval's request the colours were hoisted : he then went on shore, saw the 
governor in his mud-house, delishted him with the account of the action, and 
obtained his promise to furnish guards for the journey to Aleppo. On the 
18th, at 5 A.M., Lieutenant Duval, having, the preceding day, sent his ei^ht 
men to Cyprus, for the English consul to forward them to Naples, and liavmg 
procured for himself an Amb dress and a servant, and been nimished by the 
governor with the two promised guards, set off on his journey. At 4 p.m. 
the party arrived at Aleppo. It took until the 27th, to make the necessaiy 
preparationB for croMing the desnrt. At noon on that day the cavaloide, oon- 
sistmg of 24 Arabs, 19 camels, and a horse for Mr. Duval, quitted Aleppo. 
At noon on the 4th of September, after undergoing the usual fatigue of a 
journey across the desert, Lieutenant Duval and liis escort arrived at Juba, a 
small town situated on the Euphrates. On the 7th, at 2 p. M., he reached 
Bagdad. On the next day, the haslmw, who was highly pleased with the 
news of the defeat sustained by the Frencli, requested Lieutenant Duval to 
wait upon him, dre ssed in his unifonn. He did so ; and, passing an ante- 
room hlled with guards and attendants, found the ha.'ihaw seated in state, on 
a very rich cushion, with a minister on each side of him. The floor of Uie 
apartment was covered with a nth carpet, and the walls and uillars hung with 
mirrors of various hius, the reflection from which gave to tne room a very 
splendid appearance. The bashaw then ordered two attendants to clothe 
Lieutenant Duval with a handsome pelisse ; and, pointing to a boat riding 
in the Tigris, asked him if she would answer his purpose. The Ueutenant 
made a suitable reply, and departed. On passing tnrougli the streets, lie was 

Keeted with ** God save and prosper the English." On tlie 9th Lieutenant 
uval, with a proper escort m eervanls and guards, embarked in the 
governor's boat ; and, on the 19th, landed on the west side of the river, 
within four niili-s of Dossnnih. Shortly afterwards tlie lieutenant got on 
board the Fly packet, and on tiie 21st of October arrived in sai'ety at 
Boinbey* 
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A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the French navy, 
captured, dertragred, wwdwd, foundered, or iiw!i«wii&% bunt, during die 
1796ii 



ISO 



Orient 



r 



estroycd by fire, August I, in 
the action with Kear-admiral 
Nebonli fleet, in Aboukir bay. 



80 



74^ 



(K) Frankhn ............. 

n TomMuit 

(M) Aquilon 

„ Sparttate 

(O) Conquerant 

w Peuple-Sottvenun .. 

... Giicrricr 

... Heureux 

•M MefcuK 



-Captured on the aaroe occasion. 



... Timolifon — 



(M) Henide 



f Destroyed on the same occasion 
< by her own crew, after luiving 
( been run on shore. 



Mars 



Hoche. 



C Captured, April 21, by the 
< 74, near tifie Bee du Rai, 
( of Fiance. 



Canturcd, October 12, by Sir 
John Borlase Warren*B aqua- 



dron, off the nortb-wcst 

of Ireland. 



40 



... QnatoneJaOlet | ^""^^^^^^^ »liy 1. at 

(zjLoi.. {'^•^."Sr^'^iM 



Seine 



f Captured, Juno 80, by the Jason 
>< and Pique frigates, in the Vaa- 
l aage Breton, coait of Fkance. 



the 



390 
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No. 15 — conlkUMt, 



How, «lMn« md nbtra 



r 



. ( Destroyed by fire, at the capture 

Art^miM J of Pnuikliii,Toniiant,&c 



S^rieiiM 



I Destroyed by being Mink on 



Confiante 



36 < 



"Deitroyed, Bfay SI. after being 

run on shore by the Hydra 
frigate, a cutter, and bomb, 
near Hftvre. 

... Coquillo 5 Cai^red at tlie same time asthe 

rmbuscaue ..««•••••. \ Hodie. 



Bellona 



iUsoluc 



Sensible 



5 Captured, October 12, by the 
I Ktfaallon frigate, offlreland. 

f Captured, August 24, by the 
...... "I fricates Masnanimcandl 

( off Cape Finisterrc 

\ Captured, October 13. by the 
\ Melampus frigate, off Ireland. 

( Captured, June 27, by the Sefl^ 
'*"** \ horse frigatOp Mediterranean. 
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No. 16. See p. 252. 

A liftt of ships of the Une and frigates, late belon«;iiig to the Dutch navj, 
amtwred, dertroyed, wrecked, foundered, or Mckuawly burat, duritig the 
year 1798. 

Name. How, when, sad when lost. 

nun-friif. 

36 (G) Furie..,.„...................M...... ) Captured, October 24, by the Si- 

24 (O) Woaknainhflid. ................... ) nm frigate, in the North See. 



A list of ships of the hne and frigates, late belonging to the Spanish navy, 
captured, destroyed, wredLed, foundered, or aeddenteUy burnt, during the 
yrar 179S. 



OnD-fri|r> 

94 (2» } """T^'al^^' 

An abetract of Frendi, Dutch, and Spanish diips of die line and frigates, 

caotttied, && dnring Ae year 179& 

Total Total 



acddCBt. to the tothe 

f—~f> ^ t ^ » F.D.«;f5. Britiih 

Capt. I>e&U Wrecked. Fouodwed. Burnt. navies, oavj. 



Sbipeoftheline.. Fr. 11 2 1 14 8 

CFr. 10 3 ~ 13 8 

Frigatee. {Diu 2 ••• ••• ••• 

^ Sp. 1 ••• CM ••• 1 1 

Total...*.....*..... 24 5 ••• .t» 1 80 19 
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No. 17. See p. 252. 



A list of ships and vessels late belonging to tlie British navy, captured, 
destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or MckMntally burnt, during the year 179a 

M COMMadar. How, when, and where loat, 

Chm-fUp . ^ .> $ Wrecked, December 1(L offSi- 

74 fN) ColOM~..G«Olge Munaj ....... J cily : crew saved. 

Captured, August by the 
50 (T) Lenidcf .....T.BouU.11ioiapion<^ Fr ' ~ 

44 (V)Bcnfltaiioe...EdinttdFkk«iibttn.. 



Gao-friir> 



rench 74. G^ntreux, 
Candia, Mediterranean. 
Burnt and bknrn up, July 24, 
in the Straits of Baiica: crew, 
except about five, perished, 
f Wrecked, July 18, off Cape 
( ^) u4w/^.....»..M.Chai1et l^ter ...... Fuina, ooagt of Spain : crew 

I. saved. 

^ J f Wrecked, October 13, near 

Jason Charkt Sdrling.. .. < Brest : crew nyed, but made 

** ^ prisoners. 

. M < . ^ i Wrecked, date unknown, oo 

(I>) OmaAyoiL^Thm. Kphinrtone.. | ^^e (»ast of Partugpl 

J xf i Wrecked, June S9, on the ooaat 

„ /^...........David Milne ^ prance : crew saved. 

» mi'»f^ 4 Wrecked, April 12, on Rota 
(JB) Lifel7....*.....Jamei Nhs. Moira j p^i„j ^^^^^ Cadii : erewMved. 

f Wrecked, April 4, on Mount- 
Pallas.........Hon. Henry Curzon<< Batten point, Plymoutn 

L Sound : crew saved. 



82 (10 Ambuicade... Henry Jenkins 

28 (/) Garland James Athol Wootl | 

{S) Peterel 



Captured, December 14, by tbe 
French Sd^gun AffAte Bayoi^ 

naise. 

\V n eked, July 20, off the ooaat 

of Madagascar : crew saved, 
f Captured, December 14, by a 

Charles Long < Spanish frigate-squadron^ oft 

(. MMorca. 

r Wrecked, date unknown, in the 

(V) Rover George Irvine. < gulf of St. Lawrence : crew 

I, saved. 

18^ r Wrecked, Pebruary S, on thf 

I • Rayen. .•.•M..«J*^^. l^ylorDlxo).^ Middle groi nd, near Cu).* 
I , . L haven : crew saved. 

{Foundered, May 23, by upsets 
ting ill the Delawares captain 
and 34 of her crew perished. 

l" Cnih B. M. Pnied........ | "^'^ 

OoB-tip. f Captured, January 3, by two 

0 (n) George Michael Mackey...^ Spanish privateen in tbe 

k Wert Indies. 
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f Wrecked, NomberSf^ on the 
r(r) MfldnHU..Alexaiidcr Bedier coast of pOTtugalt ei«v 
A* T ^ L saved. 

*1 f Foundered, Aug. IJ, in coiniug 

L(s) JSlCniMo...George ReynoldB..^ from the Wm Indiei : enw 



ABSTRACT. 

i««t through Lout ttroufh 

A. 



Cape Dwi. Wnekad.FMBtesd.Bmt IMd. 

Shi|iB of the line • • 1 ••• .m 1 

» nnder the line ... 6 ... 11 S 1 10 

Total ... 5 ... 12 8 1 20 



No.ia See|>.8S8. 



For the pay and maintenance of 100,000 seamen and £ $. d. 

20^000 mashm . ^850^000 0 0 

» tho «ew and lev of thipi* Ac 4^680^000 0 0 

n tiie ordinary expenses of the navy, including the half- 
pay to sea and marine officers ; also the expense of sea- 
ordnance 1,119,063 6 7 

« the extmotdinaries ; including the building and re- 

pairlDg of ahipi^ and other extra work 698,750 0 0 

w the expense of the tiaiisport-servioeb and of maintaiii- 

iflg the priMuwn of war in health 1,311,200 o 0 



Total rappUcs granted for the seaMviee . . . iei8k664»018 8 7 



No. 19. See p. S85.. 

.Te ne veux pas vous fnire la puerre. si vous nV't(s pns mon rnnomi ; mais il 
tst temp8 Que vous vous expliquiez. Si vous coutiuuez k donner refuge et k 
garder sur MS frontidfes de rEgypte Ibrahim-Bey, je regardenu oela com me 
une hostilito, et j'irai k Acre ; si vous voulcz vivre en paix avec moi, vous 
^ignerez Ibrahim- Bey a qoarante lieues des frontieres d'Egypte, et vous 
laisserez libre le commerce entre Damiette et la Svrie. Alors, je vous 
promets de respecter vos dtats, et de laisser In liberie enticre au commerce 
entre I'Egypte et la Sjrrie^ smt par terre^ wok par mer.^ — FkMrm et GmqtUin, 
tume ix.. p. 243. 

▼OL. II. 2 o 
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Naaa See p. 996. 

Ayant Hi iutniit que moo eecadre prACe et qo'ime annleibraiidUble 

6uut embarqu^e deasus ; coayaincu, comme jc I'ai dit plunenis fois, ^ue tant 
que je ne frapperai pas un coup qui ecrase a la fois tous' mes ennemis, je ne 
pourrai pas jouir tranquiUement et paisiblement de la posiiession de VEgypte, 
la plus belie oootife du noade, j'ai pris le paiti d'aller me mettre moMneme 
k la tete de mes vaisseaux, en laissant pendant mon absence le commando 
ment au General Kicber, homnie d un merite distingu^, et auquel j'ai recom- 
numdtf d'avolr poarlet ulemas etles icbddcila amiii^ que noi. Faitea 
cc (ju'il vous sera possible pour que le.peuple d'Egypte ait eti lui la nu'me 
conbance qu'il avait en moi, et qu a mon retour, qui sera dans deux ou trois 
nois, je sois content du peuple d'Egypte^ et que je n'aie que dat louanges et 
daa reoompenaaB A dooner anz a c nmcka< --We # p# i a H Aiiquilmt tOBM zLy 
Pi 817. 
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NOTES 
ANNUAL ABSTRACTS. 



NOTES TO ABSTRACT No. 5. 

H*. It wfll be here observed, that, akhoagb the colaiiiiit of both tht 

Increase and Decrease compartments are vacant, the grand total of this clav 
diffen» by 217 tons, from that of the same class in the preceding yeai^ 
Abattaet This ig because one of the ships, the Prioee, was lengthened 11 
feeC and dieieby became enlaigsd from 1871 to 9068 toiii. 

P*. The four purchased vcssi Is of this class had been laid down for India- 
men, and, together with a tifth not yet launched, were purchased of the 
company by tne British government. They chiefly differea from the larger 
individuBls of R, in bemg constructed with a detached quarlndeck and fixe* 

castle, and in having one port fowrr of a side on each deck ; so as, from the 
increased width of the ports, to carry "24 itistcud of 18 pounders on the firet 
deck. 

A*, C*, and G*. The ftigptes in the laimched eohunnf were all bndt 

of fir. 

E*, Of 880 tons and upwards. 

T*. The purchased ship was the Pylades, which had been driven on shore 
in Haraldswick bay. Isle of Nest, in the year 1794 (see the British casualty 
list for that year, vol. i., p. 39 1 ), but was afterwards got off, and being deemed 
irreparably damaj^ed, sold at Leith. The new owners, however, contrived to 
repair the ship, and in 1790 sold her back to the British guvernment. 

* The hired vessels numbered about 74. Of course both the line and the 
genefal jganod totals of this Abstract, exhibit, when compared with the eot^ 
MspooduMi totab in Abslmct N<K 4. the diffeteno. «^ 

etplBined at note H*. Urns t MS | A804S8+M | 68548ae691 | £88971 

— S9)8S81d«89S| 561058— 19| l07Ma888| AMaSI+817 tonsvi 

0 

6ddJ ^648. Of these sets of tigur(>s, 1 is tlie grand total of Abstract Nob 
4 ; S is the laereaae total* and 3 the Decrease total of the present Abstract t 

4, such of the ships in the two launched columns a.s, having been ordered to 
be built in 1795, are already included in the totab of Abstract No. 4 . t^ey 
oonprise all bat die two eatteii at L Hie next set of figures, 5, would have 
been the grand total of Abstract No. 5, but for the Princes 317 tOOi^ the 
addition which gives 6, the true grand total of the Abstract. 



MOTISS TO ABSTRACT No, 8. 

The purchased individual of this daai^ IS the ship referred to in die 

corresponding note to the last Abstract. 

X*. The newly-built individual is the Endymion, armed with tweotv-six 
S4-pounders on the main deck. Her draught was copied from that or the 
PonoDB^ taken from the French in April, 1794» and she would liave 
msaawred the Mme ; but the merchant-buUdeis, from some neglect, suffered 
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her frame to fid! — tftf i|g>rt fahakulilch tncwMed h« mwHiwiMit ty 

38 tout tbiu, 

Length of Bmultli 
btnk.dcck. Extreme. VOM. 

By draught 159 2# 41 11} 1239 
Wheobuik 159 s} 42 7| 1277 

It sliould have been so stated at p. 106, instead of that it was an error »n 
the measurement of the Pomone. This oversight occasioned the PomoDe » 
tonnage, at p. 826^ to ha ftatedat " about 1270r uutead of** 1240." 

It may here be temuluA, tiwt the two shipa of this dau and the three 

rajts in the class next above, in mountinp but 26 guns on the main deck, 
similar to the classes from B to H inclusive, are additional exceptions to 
diose mentioned in note f, mlL \^ p. 897. Both Wani X may be oonndered, 
however, as temporary classcf } aiMl, boidei, thejr contain too few individuab 

to disturb the general rule. 

Y*. One of these newlv-built shijM, the Canjbnan, was first fitted with 
24-poiiQden, but IS-pounmn were feimd tonnt her better. The odMr drip 
was the Acasta, armed witli thirty iS-pounden OD die main 6iock, by i^ico 

her quarters were too much crowded. 

N*. One of these captured ships was the late British 24-gun ship Hvffina. 
The French had cut away her quarterdeck and forecastle, and made lier a 
fliiah ship. As such, the Hytena, on being restored to the British leniee^ 
was allowed to remain ; and WW aimed with twenlgr 92-pounder canonadea 
and two long O-pounders. 

Two of the newly-built ships were tlie Dasher and Driver (averanqg 
400 tons), constructed at Bermuda, of the iweet or pencil cedar. They 

proved very durable vessels. 

y*. Tlie new brig was the Cruiser, the first of the fine set of brigs of 
which this class is at present wholly composed. One of tl)c two new ships of 
the dan SUtt umiotioed, was the Oq>rey, bnih from the same draught aa 
the Cruiser, but ship-rigged, by way of trying which mode of rig^ng would 

best answer. 

a*. The reason of moving these ships, by the " Converted" columns, to a 
new dssB, in preference to simply translerring them to tlie ** Stationaiy* 

compartment of their respective classes, E and P, is to avoid making an 
exception to the rule that no cruiser ever quits the " Stationary" columns, 
but to be sold or taken to pieces : whereas the Victory and Sampson, on 
being subsequently repaired, again went to sea fiilKarmed. The rule^ 
It may be obser\od, does not extend to the " &c., or non-cru!.sing classes^ 
otherwise, these very ships could not be restored to their former ranJu 

* The hired vessels numbered about 78. 



NOTE TO ABSTRACT No. 7. 
* Tm liired Tcssds numl>ered aiiout 94. 
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